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Bhava Binimay: My Per spective

Our dearest Sri Sri Thakur Maharg) had emphasized on bhava binimay (exchange of spiritual
feelings) rather seriously. Obvioudly, bhava binimay has become a traditional occurrence during our
sangha pooja. | have spent some time in trying to understand this remarkable instruction of our
Guru and will describe my feelings — the way | have realized the message - in this short article.
Hopefully, it will be clear as one reads this viewpoint that my effort here is aso to perform bhava
binimay, that is, communicating my feelings (indeed, about bhava binimay).

Clearly, the first question that comes to mind while discussing this subject is why exchange
bhava. Our revered Sri Sri Thakur Maharg is tantra siddha, yoga siddha, gyana siddha, and also
prema siddha. Bhava, evidently, belongs to his last forte. Then why didn’'t he ask us to exchange
our knowledge of tantra, or yoga, or gyana? Well, indisputably, the first two requires practice.
Discussion does not help much. One has to follow the doctrines and perform sadhana in order to get
any result. In other words, just by listening the sermon of atantrik or of ayogi one would not make
spiritual progress. Hence discussion of tantrik or yogic feats during sangha pooja is unwarranted.
The next one is gyana. Why not gyana binimay? Well, in my opinion, that would be an oxymoron.
There can be no exchange of gyana. Gyana, like the property of water to flow from a higher ground
to alower ground, can only gush from a gyani to a lesser gyani or to an agyani as the case might be.
On the other hand, a less knowledgeable person cannot educate a more knowledgeable one. There
can only be a unidirectional flow. Therefore, gyana binimay would be an impractical view.

However, bhava, unlike the other three, can be exchanged. The reason being that there is no
measurement of bhava; hence, one cannot say that hisher bhava is better then the other. A good
analogy here would be the example of two complex numbers. Unlike real numbers they are not one-
dimensional. So, it is unredlistic to compare them in order to determine which one is more than the
other. This rgects the theory of unidirectional flow and favors the exchange. Besides, in case of
complex numbers there are only two dimensions. But, in bhava there can be numerous dimensions.
Each of these dimensions adds complexity to the comparison. Consequently, there is no higher
bhava or no lower bhava. Hence, two people with different bhavas can exchange their views and as
aresult each one learns from the other. Thus, bhava binimay has appropriately become a significant
part of our spiritual activities.

Analyzing the state of bhava is an intricate matter. To make the case, let us consider only
one dimension, gopi bhava, for example, and consider that there can only be only 10 different
possible levels (although the number is very unredistically low) including a level of zero, which
represents no gopi bhavaat all. So, a person can only be in one of the 10 stages and we can compare
the levels of two people only when their gopi bhava aspect is considered. Now adding another
dimension, say dasya bhava, and assuming that there can be 15 levels of this, there would be a tota
of 150 possible stages. For example, a person may have level 7 gopi bhava and level 0 dasya bhava.
For each additional dimension the number of possibilities grows multifold. Moreover, knowing that
there can be countless levels in each dimension and that number of dimensions is numerous (for
instance, adding to the equation various paths of yoga maarg as other dimensions and paths of tantra
maarg as yet other dimensions and so on), there are infinite possible stages. Each human being on
earth can be in a different position that is incomparable to another.

It is important to note that our positions are dynamic. That is, the values change as we move
along any direction. The objective isto attain the peak in any one dimension. We can pick any one
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aspect of Sri Sri Thakur Mahargj and move along. That may look different from what another
bhai/maa has chosen. Our choice is based on our bhava and the aspect of Sri Sri Thakur Maharg) we
have settled on. All of us know the story of an elephant and a group of blind people who wanted to
learn about the elephant. While one thought the elephant is like a rope, the other perceived it like a
wall, and yet another believed it as a column. Each one is right for the part of the elephant he/she
touched. Then again, the elephant’s body is limited. There can be only a limited number of
descriptions. Our Thakur Maharg is infinite. So, it is apparent that we may never experience his
complete identity. Depending on our experience of him our bhava is fostered. Unless al the blind
people who surveyed the elephant share their knowledge they can never realize what an elephant
truly is. Thisis one of the key reasons for bhava binimay: to realize the immeasurable, our beloved
Thakur Maharg.

Sri Sri Thakur Maharg) is at the center and we all are attempting to reach him. We are
approaching him from various directions and each of usis at a different position. Occasionaly we
move along a straight line without any disruptiory while at other times we move in a zigzag way.
We al may not be at equidistance from him. Yet our locations do not alow us to compare each
other’s position with respect to the center. Only Sri Sri Thakur Maharg) can judge our place and
extend his hard to pull us toward him when we are at a reachable distance from him.

Reiterating the outlook stated before, it is naive to compare bhavas of two bhaismaas. Each
would be right in his’lher own way as far as hisher relationship or standing with Sri Sri Thakur
Maharg] is concerned. Consequently, we would admire one's way of worshiping, way of serving,
way of talking to, and way of relating with Sri Sri Thakur Mahargj. It is undoubtedly crucial to
listen to and understand others views and experiences so thet we make progress in our spiritua life.

Sri Bragjendra Panda
Fayetteville, Arkansas

In my Heart

Thakur, You are in every soul and You know it all
Y ou bless everyone, whether big or small

You arein my heart and You are every where
| know for sure Y ou would answer my Prayer

What would | ask! Asyou are in my heart
Any worldly thing can only take you apart

My only payer isthat in everything | do
You stay in my heart and | do it for you.

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy

32



ARIGR WA

Jon Geniens A06a 49100 A gflea adaete dd, Aidsdide ud ¢ 6ase 6l dige e |
vgl 68163 agg el @69 | fIee @IGa Yol gadd | vela 21Q AIF @ A2 19 | gl de1esa fel ud
A6 qeldle giel UA @6a @l @eldle Elal Ul fIe 261660 qlal U @6d | YAl G6Y, d6Y G 9RI06 |
val g Uel, Ya6aaas ud Q69 | YQI g@@o@ Ul | a6leq U acle. g6e. gaala ¢ 9atd | Vgl
ve @geyian dgfdeift, adsaisaIasalal | Y2l dala gY alRIfe GRIeca aaq@

eale feliiifee 6360 dalaa dde ud dehe 2R, easriea 49 A A6 dlele UAASIR
gad @o1d QIF | 66ah AI91Q 64, Y@ uda 26 6760 clal Aea 866l Qs | dnud 636 6a07RE,
698 6900 28 60 6860 clal Yadie &6 621aRId | GlQl gGaaraal @60 A6 QIe1e QlRQ ORAYS |
V@ @lasiq 60qa 2y @I g6 | 4alg @acsa Ya §6 JQUdaIee 680 qse%a g@@é diasisa AIdqe Qv
vee g8 dRCAIfca Ga1e 62IadIY | goal df @% 6696Q 6J606a6R 6@QQ geaiddie ase.
69606a6R Y4 Q¢ i 600Q YAIG QU6a Gaaln It 628, 66Q AU 6d3dq @04 | 6eQ QG
ARIee G @64 QY. 693 6807RG U ki 6QA G6Y. A6y 6 ARIeR | eI Gauda dRYaIa ARIee
Ul 1 9@ aeleq ddfa die1nq G660l @R, "I, 6da. e8ee, e, aid. aegea 9gs ddaeIfg
2pa 681A 286 @Gelq G6e | FIal ARAe G1al agq dd | Y8 902 age 6 YRS uqaeﬂm age
@@ud V@ Qle6a @69 6010A& |

a

6000 9dQ 2Q0as @8 §096 sala dICIAca d6ad @Ead. 6aGad Gaud @9a-a9d Jdq decas
@6 0Q8-age @6 °dQltsa Gae 631a @A901A60 d6ed @QZA | &% 699 99 ALAQIdR ANAICYA
66 vagel | v@ aGaaa 6616V 2asa 62a ZeIQl ey 2asa 626 deardeida yAAsIR @46 & |
G20 QI0Y G AW B UT; 60Q60ala 4R AIRIQ AdIdRl Ye° dF dIRIa Qaldel R U8 dle YeE,
6980 2R e1RRIA, QAnrle a8, 6de YRR, &6 a8, 6dia 288, Qg URE - 6716 adea °Uqlg
6aa6a Arl6e @ad | vaf aidedida ddl dey 6aqoica A1Q | @ ud ae dala Atelale Ge d61ae
621RY8 | 666 A4GY BURIQI 6 LACINQS QA6lEl VG el fulica aaqe Q28 | 6218 S8R 0@ 2Ias]
@6 @Qdq 0gwie1 a0’ v@ yda 218c | dguda deaelnr vadidia cegdenel | daudieasiee
AR 69 699A 9RIING 2eRge @ae @l @86, 698 99 gal Y& Qe QQEa AdIdel | 46 ARIA0IQ
99 Aela ¥e° Fedqd Qe GaIRIa 990 adIdrl @ Yaqd sala adYd | adele @3a8 - 6a el
Ale daQise ol 26Ele QINa° | (41910 Q6a6 616l 5/QQ)

68af 21610 6alm Qaue a@@ Q69 | 694 99 agg ¢ ade dauda g Q0 QR0 2& | o

6169 2Ge agg Udea 2laIa 600 Aqe 621RAI9 | aIas 62 ANY T AIReIgl Gda 6elis
6aI6 @88 2led 6 AgY AAgIde @Q 699 ALY A6 AfE 7S AIAE FEEC 6aQlg ARl AEAE |
@3 N9 60606Q6R IR GIQIQ URe JQd6a J28IRRIq 68l QR 6J606REH Qa0 RIA
@661 600 60 61916 66 2As Gag | V@ UA3 CGdRIa EAIRANIGR A6 AR A6y, AIG Afel O
afle adialal @E8 | 9 ea 606 adigsa 2IQIdi 68 @adlsa, d4 61al @adisa AIF | 9ee @0a0a
aQiel 068 @6 QY8 @AdIcR, @] g caR Qo SRl QA IR IR dIR RAINRIG T68 | 6JUQ @66
RIQT 940 URIGIQ ARKGAICIH D6QQ, 69906 @cdl @EMle A6 @68l Fealua @Q d6aa §ayalIa--I Al
aneE agé R 6aa 6l AdE AIRcA ARIe @RIAAIG ARl AR | daud Y8 adq adeia
Qiefles A udaela dead @9 A9 @Gcea Gaq AGsRICAINEAINT @Asead | V& Btala BQalsa

33



daudsa 6le, 6de, 698, dlgded, 6dia 998 @Al ArdaIde deIR1 d6de 6aleYd | vaaq
dedeifie ddicla ¢ daas §ag sacm RN AN yAdsIM WuTRENIGe g8aea 661G 6416
94066 AR AAIAGIY ARl GA8 | &% Val MY car 6l g6d | AIee dnlesa Alel dgGa AIee
daqe QU8 | Argaa GUIQS dbal 9nie g6d | ANeF NIede agda agl. gé. gse. 0@, Gq@ Adlq
Q69 | 69399 G6Q0Ql @A AQI0n 4aaiY YE cediasa 6l G AP 60060 IRQa 6661§ald @a
QRN Q1&0I6n 60 6RISN0a ATRIGN Ye° 6JaNIER dRIs 6arlen adiQaigt JdsIRId G9e gea QIR
deIa 6616169 6aI6 @6 GO FUEA JRAIS QEMIAER AQEas @EeIE |

Qdcm 6ald 6 4QIeadlo dalee dauda 26y Ve Qdty Gal | Jae aQaIANIe QUIYRIR Q6eIQ
AgaIe 9Q6QY | CIF AR66a 2NHa 6acale AIQ | Sle 9B 6a80M QIF, a8aIe QIF, dQs @ 9&
Qla46a 6GGNMQ @Ias | dqs da 68 @62, A6 Faa 94 @qIde adar fle | ¥@ edeticea qee
gg Qasa ada e | G6e asa g8y 6908 @ QA8 Qarle Qasa 698 @d § QR QUEa
adalo 6ala on dale GQARd | AgEudles @dglal gdsald @ad. adqlal @ gsdsalel @a8 | @edsa
697160 @Qela8 @8, adqial dala Jiad @ad Ve adedsa fougeca aGe QuUd | dquda
felgalsa @1QIgl 04 dea GaYdIe Ad Q6@ dala WA GEa | @1eq aga. A% 6aelsa dId aq,
QRI2a 2QIGRIR UG 6IA 228 | @1eIgia 98 aseel dale glielq del aIdael 668 QYRR | 60 aAe
da @ dga & 90 @ 62168 69 9978 F0RREA I IRe JRAIQ fAdIER A19 | g 6 98 aag
6Ql6l A696m adlcm Qale QUaId | eI dadda adamela | V4 adomelcsa @ @audea alga €196
G geNa aQealRIa |

aelIoe §gud el @l 99oga goe @8 adsa A ala @84 | Y8 9qeas @d Jdas
966 ARIAI g6l KR AIQ 626A JEBAIA 629 | BRI AARIG 626R @68 T8 QYRR AN Geals
2lediq | 296I26a 0le @ dQ QI | 81 gacaesa qdl A6acn 18desa YdAa 62Q1a Uy adig
AIQ | @1 9Qcae diaeolca ANIe 48 ola & AEAsA FRMIPRID Alase §elEl 624l A%QME
262 (6976 Q) | G10Q60 A0GQ A 6a6R 94Y Ol @10adEa dde @G GIF 2IEad CIRe AB6M
dqlgfde 69@ | §Q6IY 9106Q APCAKIA 6908 76, QY A0 6dI8 | YE ANCQRIQ ek 206Q &
dolq @dse | qeldle gealsa dqo 6igseal G drfagsasy, drdeainieaa gale | aeleq dda 6q 6
Agie] 2688 aﬂ’a@mmw Qi 80@I6 218 Sadlaian, aQIen v 218 866 |

a[lof Ganien Qala qasa @098 - ‘AIace ded golsa seear addise ARl a6e6a AaId Q4
090 96ta AdEade G BIAG ¢126§ JGRC @G 606 49 G0Y d6Y dlRMIde ceen! AdNHa aadisn
61918 QUG o Y@ daala | 698 2 afdlew oas delesa B0 6 6AIaEe @fa geIee agm
algq 26y 6d gacaiRede ddrca 2da @& Yeaqe “ada 96069, 9aI6a 6 g AR eR
RAQIQ | AINARA 6 Y8 Golasa ARIBR 60a d6IQaAsEa J6IA0 QAR | daaelsa @adse daslg
aacylel @q QG Gfe Zdea Qlagd QUAId | dJda @IEA de8 621a GGG 62Q @C. cdiafe 6
QEAQQ Y& aola 9f ge 98 afivlaaa ve° g6ad. gaIG ¢ Quda Gal aola aaald | @le1s ddf
Q1619 2Icla @YaQIasa 2GgIYl 6ala @eloa aRle Galeg d6adca RaRIGe 62la adael a60 g6 |
306Iga 7198 98qIq 6ot @ - 606e Jaud dala 99 AR GRiecq 089E | Al afnlee
Q046I80a UGge dgca & dgat ag 960 adud | Geud aacay dolse 99e Adsa @aqa 62l
qorda @QGQdl Qsd Gada qelrle adYd | YQasie @6, ARl 66 4RI Gauda g4 6allae @IGG G
96 9asmIean TG0 296 adalg 608 @Q Y6° Gea MUY AIRe @1era JdaQiegla @8 qeqeld Q3 I

a1 geljala g

34



SORIN60 R1969Q]

alacedsa a6do dsova ddsa @1962qIg Aifa AQaIIea Y& UFERGY U QIA6R G268 @Al
AIaZR | dagialR @16109a AarIAE adns, 763 @1esdela adidie @aQlg Jia @983 ‘@1ea
6961 @Q6Iq 698 96; @3 ¢ @16Q QYA 698, ¥ QI adtn 99 At 6QInde | @1969Ql A8 GNA
0ag8 Gfas 698i6a G AURIA 6208 | 2AYa AIRIA AlR G671 69Q1 AQRIF - Y4 QIe6R Q196dQ|
aQ (2°dle a6l |

@16 Q6QIeE 01q X9 BIe @6 6d7IQFR ALRIQ AR 606 QITY GAIAIV GIQl E161019aE
de1e demiasa @1862ql | YOIca ‘deRio‘a Qe @1610I9as d810 @1e6dela dqe olaaf | vd
QEI06Q F198401Q IANAA Aoa @IGUcE adie AN darIiFa Gald A6 | §19Q QAes, G1olsa
Q0QIe @19% @3R8 ANLFA Yeasa 6Ja APl GQYNIR CIal dadIfIea 2rE A0 | 6308 Y& @Ie1Y
aalelq @9 @612, acldl fia @Al AT 6906 das @QEDIQ I8 VG @66 G @E0RIAT Il @QIR, |
2lerl 6 999 @1 Age  9Qaes Ya. Ggél G a¥adiale 6aaca Qg @9 eUea Aade 6Qlazg | eelie
gIN 936 Y9 @19Q6I0Q e d98 GQIIe 6 QRIRE JR6a Q1eE60 JRXRA dIfY | AUERIR RIAER
d68e 6ala AIGsA 0QRIAT @1 AN @16972E A FAIa AFAIGe QI | Blsd QIQIg A dIael 6I1QIa
I 6961 aldi ael YIQIGE | YIE Q1960 @66 6 @1ea 96 dRIAG QY QIF 69Q! |

61610196 @ER8 URIAVNQEF QoI 6@l 9V Q19 | CREA 69Qadlse BIR1 A6R6A GIF QA 4§0
saeleidi el Qlde @Id (AOERE) | 6660 698 IR ade diue adsa Gdadd | &g e
8161019060 AJEQHQ AcaEH ALAsa ad Al 7166 daa 36 alesa d9@ 626R AIAQ 2L°RIA
Gee 621a 2UIde age 6QIR2IN | 698 QECEA 61610190 @8 6U QIR 6060 €A 6RIA 760 §Q
d268. Q67 @I21g da 61 f6e @a QI8 | fER A6R @IfAE. d60Ya @16 QdeIeaa ABIA | oAl aiar,
g8lQIa, @l Qe A76e Grla AIA8IA | 604 ANLFR AR 620, Yal A9 @IAI dRe 69 @@ QI |
ANE 96 Al | deeYRE 606 ARRG QY | ARM 6 gAYl AQQIER J6GYaETR AARIA @a | AIGEMIRER
&g 610 | 2RI Q0AIa Qlal @Y 89" (AU6AE) |

81610190 AUKNQER dde g6 dle 6 d6/108 a9 JQY 6@l Al @l Qﬂlél@ 93J]
a@d@ Qa28 | Q19696 BE06a 8161101gQGEa §19 QR B QU6GE 698 AIMGY ol 6Q@I aia el
a@d@ Q6Q |

&1 QINARI2 AN

35



QEQ QI9Q AGA

10106 A% QIF Rliq 6Q AN Q46 | @ AIfa aslad @ f1Asa AQ 68 @l6o
AEIREIY | 6@ 428 9ad 28a 'q Y8 ‘A8 Aalel | 'q Ugae el aeala e 'q agaa 2l 26AI4 |
q9 Y98 Y& 68 67 & URA QU6 ANRIAE 901A6 FAEIA 010 621RIA | A6Ye 688 67 98 adl
UNGI0G 64 9946 QO eAIa Qlal @all @a8. 0lF 'dq AIfca Y8Ee @A | ¢a @ Age @q
QUea MAI GQa8 | varle dq & ade @de @Q . Il 6 adale A9 | 0lF @g G612, 684 QIQIE |
6Q69e @ 96QIe e JadI9l @ BRI ged | 9Q @ @196 G 2thaa ag | 6J08a AdY QoY 641
dial G6lea Gfa aeaia Qo @RRld Ye° 996 Qe 6Qelld. 69800 qq ol dsunlag 4QY 6d7a
Q90 606 dIae NN Ag6a 2IUE | gQ Y& 67161 996 | 69 GlFa dSUIRE KA QI8 Q91Q IR
@0I2IE |

QAR QIR NG9 dRIE F8Y atea QdRl Gael 2dde | A0he ' N8 % 6968 A
Jefaa agl 9d 624, 6199 Na61 ARl 2if 806a g6 a0 GAYS 624 | d19Qe G0 621698 2Iag
@06l die Q19 6361 6908 66T FIRIA | Al UQ f6n 9@ RUeQ A8l 6216 €I6e | o AIf ARIG |
6Q QI76Q 7191 A8IRE §& GJG | Al A@G QI U6aQ | 664 9Q G GQRIN QY | ACQ AIN 6RaINE
9Qd@ Q8 FRI16a J6ad @6a | 60 Y4 QIF 68 AR, 69 CQAaF QU AIA GRS | ABQ FRIER V@
AIFl Qldadl 626a RINIER ade 6 | FA6a dQ I aRIad @d olg e asn 6agea A0Y dale
YAt Q66210 A8 A 621R8INY | @OGQ AIF QY @6R, 694 Al @RcA AN URG QA QY B JIA6A
AQI9, 68 ABIGAG 621821 | 4RI ad6a &6 Al G8N 012l A6 daa 66TV AQIAasq A6
694 |

661GV QER G0Q 606 I8 82 G4l 6AIR 6lfg AR | QOIG 6AFIRE AREEa 661G avld
Q0d0 62l | 6AIRAIAE FRIYQ @68l d1aIoIgaaa dgY Eea | 69 'aee '@edq  6QIA Ggla
@QQIQ MIGeR | QI @8 QY cRladce  PRIY SRRl J6@ QY 6218 GIF J9 'Q0ga QIfER 6JIbEaa
Y80 dnoe dsatisa adsn | Gg eledia Gag 60, eUIAE asrl  @srl 6AfIRE AZHQ 2EARIAGAI |
(@161 01ga FaFIen’ 926Q Age )

Y@ 'ge. QIa 71391 d6GYa Q48 A6 G @1eA6a AR @90 QY98 @Qad | Y@ elve @a,
Y@ Q910 2Ieds G010 | dl6n decach UG 'aed AIf Q0 aQdel GIQI6asn U6 da FUGQ A8
6Q1RCIRQ1 | 06 d66 AseP G@ Pg da Qd Ae @EeY CRlca Ye° J6 Celsa 2icda alfal | ge Al
A6 2en 719 60a @A @QQl, 61Ql6asm 26N @QeqIea adoR cald Aeda Ad6 afar edaldel |
QOEQ Q19 AY6Q QYL 621R66R UQQE 626 6U AITa 68 @R6a 6J08 GAIRE Y3asa AN SIS |
Q069 AIP-AQIPY 60 4Rl fAIKIAS -

agIoa de Q9 'aeeq @
URIGQ A Q19 Qe @
2PAQIdR Q19 '00dQ Qg
AGLLQIT, AIF 'ROEQ @D, I
810101 U8RI AQS,

36



2106 699 @16Q FoR-671Q &8 2963

Qlacea 6agladg add daa R IR UAIAIY | AIee @1eqsa duie G6RI6 AGel FrIiQ
Galg 2@409 | GQIQ0lq ¢ada qagdiar diag @Y | gagdidds ded alesa dacIfe @Eelq 6a6M.
a@elae Iy, v, 080, a8g. goanvia ENIeIYl afeedn, daee G QlAQlYl A6 QYeqla G
ANYREN Al @Qel YR 2Ieaia | §QIQ06a 6od Feq °dadl 6 UdaSl aQ Y §#RG @1eeUaR
acely |

8161 0lgae ANAeE df duie adead 6aal -2Qd ¢ad @1e@ 60Q" | ¥ Ladeq ol
slalelala! Qlen soal - “o ol6g esﬂms@ 06 2D 9 GEAIER PARE QY QANIRE IR QIeQ
2eIRdale 626 | 2lad ¢ag A19e GUEA 6aIFY Gell @98 46l | @19Qq ARANG @E6I 62@ | g8d
AR6Q, 6016 66IAEQ YE° @R f16Y6a  J61edisa Gaa 2RAYQUe UYE Qg 699 | 69ANIER
@1e0a raesa dIdeq, 6a9Iee IUY RAsa 961 Qe 62Q | YQIQ 629 2ad @196 | G6NdlI6n
G@q YOQ 608 @a 6d, AQUNEN 76r @a6a 64 67IQ QI Q6 6GQeRY QI 284 QIQI QIQIS |
goaaiIfIen f6e @ase 60 2 dole da 692 daIe A6l 26y @I @ &6e | Al 168 @G6a 64,
60l Qi 96 QlGegR @A U6y @Il aletea ffee @Id | AG6edl fIse @ase 64, VUG gRa d66a4!
aole Qna | gm@? g dif Uea 606 JNLE @100 2IRA0I%, @0QIq 609 | Y214 69 2ad Slafalol
@6y | @] V68l 0.l @Qfie 6d, G671 QIQIA 99 @Yl 684 GNA QU8 | QIQIA Hacea §6% 6J9Q e
691a @ ¢ I

2Ied 6ad @196 QIde 60QIg 626m. GRAE 20d qasa QI deé abelq 626 | AdYe &g
die @ &al aeNIae Q4QQ1a 60199 Cada @199 Y6IZa AR 6QIR2IN | QIR ¢ Jqd 6 QBN |
udasl @Q. Gl QI 690 CF6R, A& AI8 6 2R AIQ 694 |

A6 091 URnYede Sl @G 0R6e | RAYQde Sl /G 0ReIq 696m, APAAS AN UAR
Ylel @6l V@ da a1de Gasa Aaq 0nIAQIg 62@ | 692 A AMIFe 6aa AP 68 66V 6aA6Q
affie saladisa | @9 ade V@ ovldg BIeca AG8e aaladd, Ye° VE RIQ 6208 ANRIQ | V§ Bl
Qlal Haa 94 RII6a A6@ G691 Adel aasgel V@ 6Q 2008 960l 626 Ye° Ar6a CEERaIq 624 |
¥Qa6 68l aag a6ag! e aRAIAsA ¢Ne 9912 g8 Qa 624, Qra 64 QR | dag JGH 629 |
egedi AIRe GEOEa ATYE RIR G YQYId 298 gRY @160 GFIARIEA AIQINY @RI |

QQIG0 96 a1 Y@ o6 ¥Ud G08 deua @Ase 61l Qldal &l | QIgh Y¥e° 2 J@ 0
dan GUIe Gesa ATY @ QS @l 0eLRA J84I6I @ QU8 96le UMEIZEI0 A @8 @ CIAe 19 |
decia Qo Gl 16 ¥e° ¢ QITNEa Q6Rle 62419 9G4 | aYA Ja%AA d§e aatls AR @6RIq
606 | 0020 QMdIRQl Y7 JERE6 Qeelne dIR 626 | @I9I0Q 6aISIR Gl 2Assa Y9 QAUIaQ!
6006 Q17198 621a @ A1V 628188 WY@ 6aQlg AGQ |

V@ 0668160 YlEa dule @eley 6aml QINE 6018 QEAGIA Padq asl @del Yo aag N
AQEANGG cele efal | UQY d8ea G@ Y QIdNeR 9°d6, §efRe, 2Iedeed Q1en larsa Qlul 9& @
@00l | Q0% 00YQ JLEIG Qdlelre A 68l Qe gl A8 QORIAE AJ6A U6 §6 9RQ! |

37



agMEY 68 dQ CIRca edal | BIRG 6f AdQ AUQ O 6218 aRGIRl, 696 ANIE QAIQ | 61
QAdl GIf Adea @69, Gla QA Gle Q66 I8 QUsa | 99 AN 2167 YA 28ade QelRE A9
9@ 6910 QG6R 9916 0Q FEY 6910 QIR AACIAG! | 6RISE ARG - PUAIQ AFC QGG @ 626m AUIQQ
098 626 @08 ? 9di GAY 62lA ANLEF SRl AAIe @9ad | 2iva e 693aa GAY 6@ | Yaa ad
@l 696l FRMFEQ AQEY RIA, 609 AIQAE ago 62109IAe | & 6 ARIAIRE O 6091 606 6091
@Iasa 2A06a Aaa aaeY #5eIq 626 |

ARe @190 @16910 626m AQEY A4 A8 6QIAINY, Y&° 690QR Q1eA6Q G6IREE cRITAIN Vg
U 2l @@e @Igae 68 98ANY | 9098a YQEIRG TREA G6aa, 66aIaY, AN Al 60a1 98 9Eaa
Gale Qlde 6laelv | 604 2ad ¢ad @1521e @ 62la @15dIRe @G Fe6 6706 060 260l agh
Qé&alq 624 |

8161019050 Gag AIAe A ag6d 6aal - "g6AfIen GAIErEa Ad €40 @AIAca @1QRDITR
@6A, Q010 A2AQ A6 Qe CE0Q 626a | Q& QA J6a QYId, A8, 6@NIRT, AIGBAT @RUE AA6K |
afolee 0 qaga d8IQ | A6Va QEANIE Zod Q1eedIde @a | 6adala des QY | da dala
26EY | 690160 daQ 460 QIAQ QIRAGIR @a | GERA QAL @1eRa QAR ARMIRED Q1eQ
6071010} 6Q1AA60 |

regdea @den - 2ed 9ad @1eeca 61 61 01ga 626 6aa @l | gad a° gasl Ol6
rlaa 6964 ¥6° 63Gal | 620I6Q 6161 0Igas 26ad G adsadq AR @6, CIF adea 2°qgd Fda
@6 @1eQ ACAIZC @G6Q | 96l 8¢l 6QIT Q& Gle 2@ AIGER AEIA Aq PEale @qse | GoINIGIE
g810a8 glal A31e A28 6000 JaIde 696@ 62FIAG 69I6R QREA6R |

816101gQ6 QIaUIaIEa dIad ¢ad @1ee 62al ALY, A6 648 aledlala el ¥aé° Qe @,
699 cela dIseID | §da gefo 20d @1eRdIde deif1 QIaca @ AMEe dordal agl @GId] |
2Ide 6ad QI aa 0GceIa 78y 0aQIa, AdIe. 64 ¢ @IGa @dlel ve° afl @el | 2fleE AG
81610I9aa%0  deIfl G aau@ 26ad, diad qag @1ee €0Aa ASY. Qg Ye° QJIEans! §Q g@ma
aem @dial 2ade | 2106 628 @169 €0Q aoel @1e@q ARl | 2INQ ARG QQ G4 2906 maaa
0lga  29g a6Gae ol Gedde cEIsa 0delne @8 2ing ZI0d §ad Q1R QIIAGA JQINe 98,
VaI@ eIfa le @196 G616 dlela! |

YR AU RIQIBE SR ,

0gQ91Rc° 6@ 069 61 gace a8 II
6191671 9NGS! 9Pl

38



AR A6QEl

8161010 Gl d8Y @@ AR ARIY6a 2ed ¢ad @1e@ 606", ‘Ludda Afl’ 6 ‘ale GRNY
Afia ‘@@ afRet Qlfea 661gY alfe adsean dede @683 | ¥@ ‘a® AfRe1 16101gasa dise
YRR | 61610190 @3R8 YE AARAT QIal QaFIRE RIY6R T adel 6 @aoa A 629 |
8161019a6° @169 Adal Zeasa gd al | 69 A96a6R 2IRN6a d6ala 621R aglisn | Y& Zeaa
2l6aaisn @161019a a8 AMRG1q ALE dIgie aqllen | ‘a8 R 6a UL EAIRE LARIQ @b
Q%0 46, 986 B @48l 6@GAIA UAIOR! QIAl 694 R FI6 QY. 0IgI8 dade Qeeg Adea1q
clI8iZiedl | 616101gasa (n ALY Al 2IeR" | Y9 AR ANY 0 ABha1a A0l 62168 |

8161019060 ‘0@ AGRE1 0@ 0860 G6 6alF 9n asasH !
(Q) UGq 698 Q19Q 60
(9) gl 68a A8
() FRAQ F1I16Q QIFER,

(Q) 2I0dl ¢og @1eq ¢loQ

'QEANIER 2Ied qag QY val @ @161019aa dIRae @IRI | 2dq 6ea dale 6o | adleq
@lde @dqlg 626R 20d g2l G6E8 deqae | G6a QN 626R JAQIQ, AMIG, 604 ANER AdRIA
@6 109 | dY6N @@ FIQ8Y Qa | Aflee (18 6aqR 62l 62l QGRS @l gal Afifea @ael 6aal flso
AP6I06 6216 Ja QI | Ae0n QIJIea U AREe, AR 21QEie, YRR QI Adal UaUe |

81610190 @388 eATlaE dlada da1d @IF adelg 62@ | QEAIR AfIasa Aaa 2ed Al ad
YoR 20R Qleca adel AR AR 8a dEHIGR | @I61019a ¢ad A NIRE asadisa @da’d. “anla
G06a Q671 FlIER 2IGF @RAQR | QY6 d6ra QIA6A 6660 ATISAIGAI 626 | #1460, 1ada aleca AQ
AgY @QQIY | G6r AL GANIRER 2GR QURIAG! QoUEN @AAIAE | @IRs Asaeql (1986 iR
AL 1

1610190 G1eE AER8, QEANIEE ANEsa a8, QAR QIGe Q8 ala | Qg ABIe
6QIA Faq 060G 60QIq 668 @AQI @ GAIAE Q1eea ARIAI | d6cIRala ZI0d ¢ad @190 KIJR 6Q |
81610190 6388, “6ad aanicr AN 0l e Age | 6AfIaER GacyleIflaa deadl Jdf a6 ada
Qg eI | 604, g677leR GRLIdNsa ad dae aieca @1eq QIge @sR gf Asieaeldler @@@ 0610
6069 | Q8MI6R 6 edaa J8IQ | 26Ye a69016@ 2I0d 698 @1e@ dIde @Q I

2lod 6ad 6a6m deen G@ e A6 qf 606lg 62@ | ARG 6d aal delsa elg alad
6241q 6@ | 1. ge. a8ela AQREA aso%a Q@ 6961 QOAIQ | 992 QeI A6R 6160 816110190
@328 “2lod dlq 209 @a | 6966 qmsa adel @G 60 Aace QIdY @G | 6006 FI66elIN,
deQla, @8¢ 2°aa dQ Olgask, G676 6266 fle | gafieaa d60Ya @8qId 6906l G1E1019aE
Q6a6160 @466 QY I

39



2od @1e@ 60R A6QIg 626R GG @eleYAE. gd. Qidsa AARIe G GEacl 498 63e1gea
deci@q GIQl @161019a GlEa AU6ad AINN6R @EIARE | UG 2Qen @l A0gR aag, QL ale O]
Q62. 6066 98Qlq 62Q. 26N Qe QIRca 0Igaw qdl IR | IR A6 AJEQd AR
8161019Q @GRE, “@ AIg, @ daNIgl 9Q @18 QERIAER; IOl A6 QF FAQ | 664 R A9 @IQIG
626m A% 681 @AY | A0YE QA AIY | dE6aYE 606 RGG QY | AR 6 9§l UQUIER ANAE
QOFIQ @0 | JURIQNG QORIQ QIAl AT @Qs QEAq S9I QIAl JAIY @9, 6064 KR TS @Aelq 36
QQI%, QAR ARAIAQ | ZEAIQ RREA IS8T |IF. 681 QI fela 6o 72 @I I

ralaca 1. g, aadl, a9, 94, 646, afad ag addie; &g QeAMIee Gag GAT Al Qlalsa
dqQ 'enle’ 6010 Q@9 Faasa @IEe, YR GNa 684 998 | dQ QeRIEe | Y@ QIed QAR
@lenaq 9@ @GQ | @6AIER YA e @IeQla Ye° dAIde 2Ieqd 6Qdiae G d6eice Faq YAQ
QA GI0Q @ae 6d, AQUNEN 6Q @Qsa, 691 QIANE AR 6QQGRY QI 2ia RIQIA QIdiea FiRse QI |
daiclies feradse 6d, di9 ol 08 6920008 d6l Za RIQIQ QIR | QR J16Aease 69 QNI
QIGAYR QR §IQIg R6e AIG | ANYE QRJIA 6INIRE Q190G MUY GAIRINRIG 609 | A°IR6R
QIQIG 60664 QIQ8l, 61§ 69606 QRIRERRIR 609, RIS Ha ANYSA YeR QGe | YQIQ 2ed §9aa
Qe |

(9) 7 68a AGH:

8161019 @9a3. “67l ARIY QU 60QIq 626A 61, AU AMYEF RS 6961 AGQ | AQ
6906a 2°0e8 62la @IJY @en. @IdY 6060 A2@6a Y8 QY. VA @6 GIQl 62QI A9Q QY AT | 6f
geca °aad @ daq | 66l agy @l as 98 Fda AnI@ disea draIesa dIgac! aldsm. °aa g
QY V6 6IQla 68 26AIA | ¥ Qasa 66160 Guasa @EaIdIcl AIGE YaNIe QalY ‘PAEd’ I Y 6og
R6Q @1610I9asa 6QaIgsaIN 6 dal@ geaaNds Y @G0 |

81610190 2°06& A8 Paaca @GQ8 “QENMIEe a8 QY | 6adN 964, diBas AG Vara,
Uaaldl 6210010, GIQI6Q6A QEANIER QG0 @%, @A AIGe | 671a 67 @8l @@ ¥a0 6aRISE 6616 @lea
aql6 620 YQ° gQdEa @Y AJAT, @ACIGe | f6rad. GANIRE G1RAQ ALY Y& Q° gEANIse @
QO& d81ea | QANIRER ARIAI Y& | GEAINI6R f6rade, d62 Y&l d0RI0e QIRQAs! dI6S Y&
dolea 9sle | vEica Qe eaay, A06gd. 86 Y6 49 9a 6alade | diga GGe deddsa Vae
6210 CIG6A AARY ARNE @QCIGE | @6AClIER dEGYe AR &Y d6cYa AIda 6@ISd 66l Ge YaGe
62@ | d604a 2UCREREA 0IgaE 2Ide AIde @bl 6lF 69 RIAsa A, 216 G Jalgal @6 6d16dl0,
@1ele. @aql ¥e° ¥deId 0 @Qe | @6ee §806a ZEAIGAL F0 G ddF LIURa asady G 6499a
Q9416a86Q QI 634, QIAFATIL Ya° 2Iad 6d Q1eR UREQ UAISR!, 961 I°a6a sy Qe |
0lga Yo aado &ism oA, 481 6 @@ 9§06 AN62 6J06 AJsRER, A6LITREIR G Q2R @Q. U6
69300 @QQ | F6@aA4, 0I§a 620160 AGYY GQUale AGad Y¥e° QafIee aIdiarid deiY aQad |

g67716R G 08 QIe6Q 2PaQ YURER @RI, G12I6e6n 266a GIQIa o Al @QKIae | O
06 aleca Laldsada @sn. dQ g0 QIee @ 2d ad AIfe QI8 | 616101g6 PAEIRT FIRE ASREHER
R38%, “0°0-6006 AR A60IQ AN gkl QoA ANH0R QAeIq 606 | §éRl SIaal IR &¢ qa
calde d°ae 2iod algad qdea adel @Aa8 | 6616V Gasa AMe addal ¢ 2aiddsa @aqe PR
d68l adivliasa dligla G8e | VA ARAY, @e0! 620 aakla dial ANe6a G |

40



decta @Iy Qe @9 @9 QA2 | HI9Ia Ac0dd AlaG, QI9la asaey Al AR, Gr?@: A
ARALO} @66161‘1 626 caan UARG I 60¢l dlall Olga AN QensleR NG0a QQe&a GGGSI @ Qe

Q2 |

81610196 PAE8a A68 AR A6ed 606 @GR, “6060I6a 67 @l gQala 2R, 6d0I6a d
d0® @6 | 690160 AWQAEQ ABE8 El6q 6Q6M JIRG 62@ | ARMIJA GECER IR @A, 2Q
6%|G£1|O @G0 | QIeGAAG A2IK0I6a Zd @166 600 @8 2°0dd @ Afd @Ge | V3Aa dade. AIde
a°aIfcaaqsa el Gal dalena @ disedia afiRalea A%he 621a 560160 QEI96Q 661 26 @R
zlod Qioe @66 I* adud ange, agommm Qlesq e Gela, 6 Afe @ac6a QG alea AGH
g1e10lgaaa Ag | @1610196 @3as, " 6 691 Gosa 68169 oleln A | osrnise 608 \%aq
6aAIBEl ¢ 69066 €6YT QIaca FQITG 628G | 606l QARIAE MiQ @saa 2IEa|ed 6adien. 671Q 6966
PR 696 Q191 GO ANger agGea @ 691a el 2iea 62@ | ¢ Oea ARS8 69618 Q8 | @6d
QAGEE QY6 671Q FI6RIF0 6Q1R 0QR | °Q Q06a 67a 2a AIBE d8le 4G ANY A 621A 6%,
0IQ1696m '8 ¢ 69 @66 GR GlarR A6RIRE 608 AaR 6216 CIAR ? GANIAE PRING @66l 6911 2IQE6R
606 626m 6 671 asady d8 60l AIQ | Q8 @8 0 0 QI96Q LR J0Re QN1 68 606 @A
6710 @6a4Y | 60a G@ GsrRlse A6 YaaIesa dQUIEic 621a 606 629, 6940Q 67IQ AHG BIRR;
Ol A6Q6R QIR ATa Y GEAIER 671160 Q8 6QEIQ | GEATIER °URT 6268, Joal° QAR ANLR
96 qf 60QIq 690 | 6Q)Q0 Aeq d6CYAER MY 0 ARG de; @g dewa 96 9919Q8 adal
Q6N | GANIAE CRIYQ OR B1AGE QR 626m 671Q AGIZ Q8 62@ Q1T | GEANIER ANES 6URGR FQEH
60@, 69200 601Q 2en; 699G 6dlla aIF I

606 61a101ga @GRd, “AId, QEARIER A°0 F0R @Q. 6068 Qi 67160 RS | ¢ AAIGE @Ieca
GrlRaR fi6e QOE6 621 691 ANde ferlalgl g8 @88 | 9 gasDe 6 9e@ 696m 69 6&18d an
QY QaIIG I6Q | GEAIER ARG 621A GIGIY Q1eRca 6@ dBla @a | QIE60 giE 6 AIRIAMIR
a8gla @@ 6earlgaia A86 Alasa 2Iee)ad aa |

() IR MRIY6Q AIRGRL:

AGRATQ Q46N AsRdY dage FilYEa @lea 2R dgle | QIedRAG AQIgslca 2ed @1eq
60Q @G PCIEG @ 08 @aQl AGRA1E UEYOT MG | 6U606AER dQAala I YA 6268, AR K6
QIeGarIL, @Ge | ARke CRIER @Y 6R60 QQ AR 6908, @Y & Qi & AQQE. @ dea dled. @
d0QaR A 8QQ, YI9 GEAEA URIC, 2ERIeR §ae | Vs @68 Jalc QIe6Q YRIQ Al CRIER
dQI0e 626 | AeQ QM deq Q& 06Q | JaYA JQINGIER MY QIQYe eRQ cdidirgda e
6010J4 |

81610196 QIQEANY 'ddea @Gad. “geAnice daa Aica Qlea IR IR @a | Js0YR
ala 294 9619 alaw Aeesa 8 salae afise aIdl ale calan adel 86 g6l GoMIRER A el
601 QIEl6Q URCE QIR6R 6¢lIR @941 QQAIA | JARGI G d6Y A6QI AR @GQ AF6 | A6y @GdIY, A6
Qi @8Iz | o QI 621 6aladia. 628IAG QE8d @AAIQ | AIIoos 68a0 SG 6a6A A1 QRoIe
A36 964 AMe QYl @Aelq AIeq QY @Q | 60de QQU6R LRE dRA, AR A6 eR e
Qe | Y9 gIfae G606 MY 608e AoYaIa N 6R60 dIGR, 666 AR 696 | U464 § QAIAE

41



Gagl @Qe I @161 0Iga @Gad, “20d 6ad 621, I°1e 6218 6 JAE FIRIYER QI8 UQIRUQIR G
felisa g6AfIEn e dIgIen Al aa |

eaia 0ldsa Gaell, 93¢l asca GAUIGe 616101gaFa 6ad el flse 6d9@ A7ea dgiaq
Ala @EAIG6e. 6280lIa 6181019Q CIF a1 d81ae ARG Asadisa a8 AdRA1a AGE GaUIARS | V&
ATRAIEQ dRIGY QIeca Rea 69Ie dRIge QY | 1810196 @983 Qorlaan d4qY @8c0a Ialg
Q@186 Q4 | QI Qlal K6I6Q TR 694 |

My A9l AR 1A 95 QA G@ 8161010 ClEa §Q @Q0e166 oRING 649 QR6NS Qe
°Qe8 @ael AR ‘ARIeR Aage oo’ q1d6 a8 2[allal=y amd 698 @196 60Q, 696Q Gl QIQE
Q6 e, 1666 9@l daUal, AAGe aIiceds 9@ Jaa G66a QKRN faelq Qs alallo
aadien |

¥Q ‘@1RI0R dage 9°Q° A8Q @161019aE AFRd QARG 2°ARE QeIeER AGHGe el qlal
den Ala @86l AR agh disede a8 AlRe1e gaias] eese dalea 6aladal | ‘AIRIeR AIRge
age ¥8 a1fe Adsesn 698 egola 2atiedl FAGEe AIesa 2986 601R YIS | AIRISH G
@566 Bica 60aa AT 6GaIa Ve g06te a6 udietie alesq €Aadc cala CIGR | aga
disedie @@ afdfeisa  6dI0 ceadial aaniee A°dil adds efdId 6ala QEdIe YAl Ve §ald e
AI6e60 QSR Q6A AR AIRAAR | GEEIa ARARIASE Q660 @16101§0 NQIAIGE 6 §16101gaa
alevlalg dAla AaIAQIEa dlsada a8 ARG G6dY aleca dQIta 62IA8 | @1d10I9asa alavial
dalace Y@ 2geie U6en Qiiel 0adl aag |

816101905 676 AFMG QlR6a QasInea AR A, Ye° 6aaIa @8gdIsq G IQlqQ AIgdal
Q8nieE 90 AI8Ie, fRe 6 QIeGENsa Q606 dale @Al Gasa Y& AGRAT e Q666 AIRI4A
6210018 | AfRe16a 69adal EAIOR! Ll 6116110@@&0@ QIeulal, 9968 6 2ARUIQY dMde a8,
QeFIAG A0e8 Ye° Bl dade @aIaslsa AQI0e 62168 | VQ QgR% A8AIAER dISa ARV 6216
‘YRR AAYE LA'Q 0EQId6a 661019 Ale YUl @A |

V@ AfRe1e AR dQ8ea 9eqlica add @1610I9aaa dsaId dlaNdia ¢ qUIQE. vala agd
G @TaI6 0U6a A28 lea @Qdl | ¥§ agr dIceda a8 AdRae aesieaa Ggl. ale dRAG G 2Iea
Alaa e gaqialse oell §16101gaaa AIRIEIC Qs AIHIRE QeIRE QONsa dIRAa ol dQIGe ad
¥e° Glaa Qlediala daia 666l 996 2AA0IeE 693 2eda 0ARIAC RGGIEA A6aE AQI0R 62164 |
deq Gn 9iRe! 0dq 946 62l BIA 2198 | 62 0Iga. 62 908 639Gl 6F dode dgica ddda
60Q1Q a0 261610 QQ |

61 Qa0 gala AIQ

42



Sri Sri Thakur in my life

| had volunteered to introduce Shri Thakura Nigamanada Paramahansadev (most of us
affectionately call him our Thakura) to a general audience. In many ways my task was to capture the
milestones of Thakura's life and teachings. In essence | was to weave a story linking the chronology
of events that surrounds his earthly life, narrate when and where he was born, the circumstances that
influenced his decision to seek divine knowledge, how he became a parmahansadeva, and his
subsequent effort to reach out to his disciples. | feel | am woefully inadequate for the task. | have
not read much. | an limited in my intellect. Yet, | do not feel powerless. | have a unique
opportunity to reflect upon my life as influenced by Thakura Nigamanada. | have been in the United
States since August of 1983. | have roughly spent half of my life (what | can remember, say since
age six) in Cuttack, Orissa and the other half in the Carolinas, in the United States. So what would
have been a sketch of the life of a Mahamanaba (supreme-being) is now reduced to the ramblings of
a single bhakta (believer). My son once asked me why | say “jaiguru” often? | kept searching for
words. It made me think. Isit as smple as a part of my upbringing, a holdover of my daysin Orissa,
India? Isit just a habit? Isthat why | could not give a very convincing and rational explanation?
May be this short note will in some clumsy way answer his question. Just a personal note of an
immigrant father to a son who in his life will reconcile the ways of the west with the essence of the
value system of the east. At the end he has to ponder over the power of intellect and weigh it
against the supremacy of faith. Or, orchestrate both as the dance of life, complementing forces, or a
way to separate religion from spiritualism. And then he can be a home in a temple or ashram
singing Hindu devotionals or gleefully join the soulful rendition of a gospel choir. In trying to
understand, you gain wisdom when you soon know that understanding by itself is futile. Knowledge
misled leads to deceit, misplaced causes much harm. East or West? Whether the prevaent
philosophies compete or complement is true wisdom.

In Hinduism the recitation of “Om” provides spiritual sustenance. Those of us who believe
in Thakura Nigamanada and embrace his teachings, “Jaiguru” has become our Mahamantra. My
recitation of “jaiguru” is as much a conscious effort as it is a part of my sub-conscious. It feels me
with strength. When | feel sad, the recitation of “jaiguru”, gives me solace. When, | am distraught it
reminds me of my purpose, it navigates me to my moral center. At night, when | say “Jaiguru’
before going to bed, it is a way to bring closure to the day and a way to remind me that | am still
connected. One day ends but is also the prelude for another beginning. Hope.

How do you reconcile the West with the East? Should it just be rhetoric like the sun risesin
the east and sets in the west? Through textbooks and through numerous intellectual discourses |
have come to understand that an “invisible hand” guides human behavior in the marketplace. The
acceptance of the workings of this “invisible hand” is central to the growth and the economic
prosperity of the western civilization. This market mechanism entirely rests on the premise that each
individual will maximize his or her perceived benefit from each and every action. It ungrudgingly
champions individualism. In Contrast, while growing up in India, the preaching of my parents and
the collective wisdom of society, led me to believe that the need of family and others come ahead of
my own. While | should strive to succeed, happiness will come through sacrifice. That there is
more joy in giving than in taking. In the West | choose to volunteer during my free time. The
Indian way, as | know, does not accommodate such expression of free will. The chief minister of a
state does not think he has any choice, when as part of his repentance, he washes the feet of the
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visitors to the Gurudwara (the abode of Guru), collects, and polishes their shoes. The same also
explains how a professor of mine (Dr. Dinabandhu Mishra) once explained why he returned to India
from the United States — so he can have the privilege to serve his parents. He returned to his
birthplace not because he was duty bound. He saw the opportunity to serve his parents as privilege!

Western spiritual philosophy presupposes that salvation can only be attained through
renewing your faith in Jesus Christ (by being “Born Again®). The day-to-day activities of each
person are recorded in a page on the Book of Life. On Judgment Day (Day of Deliverance), each
soul will arise, and ascend to heaven or cast to hell, based on a verdict that will attempt to reconcile
the moral |apses with the good deeds in a person’s life. Thereis room for forgiveness. Redemption
is assured if one consciously professes belief in Jesus Christ. He died for hisdisciples. | say all this
because it is a prelude to my understanding of Thakura Nigamananda' s teachings and my acceptance
of him as my guru, my Ishta.

Hinduism also requires each person to take responsibility of his or her own actions. What
happens in this life is a reflection of what each of us inherited from a previous life. Yet, what we
choose to do influences and shapes our next life. Life on earth has an order and each living being
has a place in this ladder like configuration. Humans at the top and dogs, jackals, and hyenas placed
in the bottom rungs. Each subsequent birth allows you to progress into a higher order of life, or
regress, based on deeds (Karma) in this life. Thus each birth can be idedly seen as an onward
progression, with ultimate salvation achieved through merging with Shakti. Salvation is akin to
escaping, breaking out of, the cycle of birth and death. What is most reassuring is that as Thakura
Nigmananda s disciple | am assured salvation in maximum three births. If my faith is unwavering
my salvation is assured in this birth (anukula krupa). Even if | veer and go astray, or renounce, | will
still attain salvation in three births (partikula krupa). This is what my Guru negotiated with
Adishakti (fount of al energy).

Does this give us license to indulge? Lie? To engage in unworthy acts? Not redly. It gives
each of us the chance to live life with joyous fervor. It takes away the fear of failure or the
uncertainty of success so each of us can fredly, joyfully, gravitate towards our mora center. This
assurance is inspiration that given all the trial and tribulations, our salvation is assured. Salvation is
not aresult of our intellect. Not just areward of our deeds. It isagift that comes with our birth and
our association. It strengthens my affection for Thakura and feeds my faith. Yet this affection has
no strings attached. Even it is not anchored on my salvation. At the end, the most important
knowledge I will gain | know is that no amount of knowledge will replace faith. No accumulation of
intellect will substitute for love and simple affection. Intellect strengthens, | do not doubt that. Y et,
the smple, unthinking-uncalculated, events and acts of life (like saying “Jaiguru”) is the foundation
of my salvation, what matters most in this life.

Sri Bijoy Kumar Sahoo
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After graduating from REC Rourkela in 1985, | started working at Telco, Jamshedpur. | knew that
there was a branch of Nilachal Saraswat Sangh in Jamshedpur. It took me a few months to find out
the location. It was in Kadma, which is probably 20 to 25 kilometers from Telco Colony. | used to
take a bus from Telco Colony to Sakchi and then change to another bus to go to Kadma. The weekly
puja used to be on Sundays in the evening. | used to take the last bus at 8:30 from Kadma to Sakchi
and the last bus from Sakchi to Telco Colony at 9:15. One day, while returning from puja, | missed
the bus from Sakchi. Missing the bus | tried to take an auto-rickshaw. The auto-rickshaw | found
was going to another colony and told me that he could drop me off on the way where | can get
another auto-rickshaw to Telco Colony. After reaching this intermediate place, | redlized that there
was no auto-rickshaw or any other means of transport on the stand. It was about 10 0’ clock at night
and | was about five to seven kilometers from the Colony. | decided to walk. It was getting late at
night and this road had no streetlight. There was no one on the road. | was getting a little fearful
and started reciting Jayaguru. Within five to ten minutes, | heard some noise behind me. Even more
fearful | kept pacing ahead. Someone started calling on me: “Babu, are you going to the Colony ?’
in hindi. Turning back | found a person on abicycle. He kept on talking: “I can give you aride only
if you paddle.” | realized at the instance Shri Shri Thakur was making this happen. | immediately
accepted his offer. However, within next five minutes he realized that it was really hard for me to
ride the bike in dark and totally unfamiliar road. He decided to ride the bike himself and drop me
off at my hostel. At the end of the journey | thanked him and prayed Shri Shri Thakur.

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy
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Directory of Bhaktas in America Saraswat Pathachakra

S| No

Name

USA Address

India Address

Introduction

=

Aditya Narayan Tripathy

| came to know Sri Sri Thakur through my parents Late
Sri Gobinda Ch. Tripahy and Mrs. Urmila Tripathy of
Sunabeda Sangh

N

Amaresh Tripathy
Shalini Mundra

| knew Sri Sri Thakur from my grand father Uday Nath
Rath from Jamshedpur Sangha and later on from my
parents Raghunath and Puspanjali Tripathy who were
founder members of Delhi Sangha.

w

Anjana Aruk

Diptish Kumar Aruk

Child:

Adyasha Priyadarshini Aruk

My parents are devotee of Sri Sri Thakur and they are
from Balasore Sakha Sangha. From my childhood |
worship Gurudev.

N

Bani Prasanna Mohanty
Debashree Mohanty
Children:

Minakshee Mohanty (16)
Amrita Mohanty (5)

I knew Sri Sri Thakura through my parents: Braja
Kishore Mohanty and Kalyani Mohanty, who are from
Cuttack Sangha.

[6)]

Bijoy Kumar Sahoo

Ratna Jena

Children:

Mohit J. Sahoo (11 Years)
Lara Sahoo (6)

Through my mother Ketaki Ma. | started accompanying
my mother as a child to the Cuttack Jobra Sangha.




(o2}

Binaya kumar Sahoo
Shibani Sahu ( Aru)

~

Biswajit Sundar Ray
Smitarani Sundar Ray
Children:

Saymyashree Ray (5 Years)
Bedaprakash Ray (2 Years)

| knew Sri Sri Thakur from my grand father Late
Balabhadra Sundar Ray and father Basanta Kumar
Sundar Ray of Ekamra Saraswat Sangha,
Bhubaneswar.

o

Brajendra Panda
Rashmi Rekha Panda
Son: Brij Gopal Panda

| work at the Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville. | knew Sri
Sri Thakur Maharaj since childhood; my grand father,
late Biswanath Panda was a member of Kendupatna
Shakha Sangh.

©

Dipti Mohapatra

Sandip Mohapatra

Children: Sarthak (7 Years)
Sanat (4 Years)

| came to know from my mother.

10

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy
Sibani Dwibedy
Children: Swati and Shreya

We know Shri Shri Thakur from our parents, Dola
Govinda and Malati Dwibedy, and Nrushinha and
Bidyabati Panda from Rourkela Saraswat Sangha

11

Jaminikant Samantaray
Mousumi Rath
Son:Tejas Samantaray

12

Padmagandha Sahoo
Brundaban Sahoo

| came to know Sri Sri Thakura from my mother
Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of Cuttack Saraswat
Sangha.

13

Pallabita Patanaik
Sanujit Senapati
Son:Udayan Senapati

My parents Dr.Samiran patnaik and Dr.Surekha Devi
introduced me to Sri Sri Thakur. They belong to the
Ekamra Saraswat Sangha, Bhubaneswar.




14

Pruthwiraj Sahoo
Ipseeta Choudhury

I came to know Sri Sri Thakura from my mother
Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of Cuttack Saraswat
Sangha.

15

Rabi Narayan Tripathy
Geeta Dash
Son: Alok Tripathy

| came to know Sri Sri Thakur through my parents Late
Sri Gobinda Ch. Tripahy and Mrs. Urmila Tripathy of
Sunabeda Sangh

16

Rambollabha Mohapatra
Kalpana Dash

Son: Ashutosh
Daughter: Sweta

| came to know Sri Sri Thakur Maharaj from my
parents -in-law. My mother-in-law and late father-in-law
belong to the Bhubaneswar Sangha.

17

Sibani Mohanty
Sitakanta Mohanty

| knew Sri Sri Thakur from my uncle Sudhanshu Sekhar
Das and aunt Manorama Das of Ekamra Saraswat
Sangha, Bhubaneswar.

18

Suchitra Swain (Leena)

Debaranjan Swain

Children : Abhishek Swain
Ankit Swain

| knew Sri Sri Thakur from my father Late Basanta
Kumar Nayak of Asureswar Sangh, Asureswar,
Cuttack.

19

Smitarani Bai
Prabhakar Bai
Child: Shreya Prabhakar

I'm greatful to know about Shri Shri Thakura from my
parents Shri Shyamabandhu Pagada and Smt.
Bijaylaxmi Pagada of Nayagarh Sangha.

20

Usha Agarwal

| came to Shri Thakura through my mausi Shakuntala
Maa and her family. Her house was a second home to
me as | was very close to her children, my cousins.
During my vacations | literally lived there. | attended the
Sangha Puja at Ekamra Sangha and the Morning and
Evening Puja sessions at Asan Mandir at her home.
Later, | requested Pati Bhai to accept me as a Sangha
member










