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Shri Shri Thakur and the path of Spirituality and Humanism

Human needs are the same anywhere in the world if we look at it from biological, spiritual
and psychological perspectives and that is why human beings are considered as social beings. A
cooperative integrated society based on values laid down by Shri Shri Thakur is most congenial for
leading a healthy social life.

Humanism by its very definition must be rooted in some concept of man. What is man? That
must remain the quintessential quest for humanism. Different cultures have given different
definitions of man. Here we are concerned with the definition that evolved through Vedic
spirituality from an endless exploration of the human personality, uncontrolled by any preconceived
ideology and led only by an unbounded curiosity to get to the bottom of it all.

Our respected Guru, Shri Shri Thakur has stressed many a time to build the society similar to
that of the ancient Rishi Yuga. In those times, human beings were taught to lead a spiritual life from
a tender age in their Guru’s ashrams. The Guru and his wife were active in instilling a strong
foundation in those young souls for the future. These men used to emerge out of the student life
with a strong promise for brahmacharya that was helpful in building a firm householder’s life. A
good family life helped in building an ideal society and hence a community and lastly a religious and
spiritual country. This system kept India at the forefront of the world as a leader in spirituality and
humanism. That is Shri Shri Thakur’s vision for a true human being.

Shri Shri Thakur has encouraged us by saying that it is our duty to embrace humanism, which
is naturally given to us by God. God has sent us to this world with a core of knowledge. When we
concentrate, we can feel the conscience and realize the knowledge within us. This conscience or
knowledge is similar to having Lord Shri Krishna as the charioteer driving the chariot of human body.
He is continuously giving the nectar of knowledge to our desperate mind (Arjuna). This true
knowledge is best realized in a pure mind, achieved after chittasudhhi. The process to get purity of
mind is well described in many of Shri Shri Thakur’s books.

Sadly, due to the influence from cultures of many foreign invaders we have now lost our
original values and traditions. We, now, like to follow the western and so-called modern views of
leading a life. Progress in science and materialistic world is inevitable and bound to affect one and
all, more or less. However, it is always worth remembering that it is our utmost duty to follow the
path laid out by our Guru Shri Shri Thakur, i.e. spreading true knowledge (satshikshya bistaara),
ideal householder’s life (adarsha gruhastha jibana) and serve the humanity like serving God himself
(shiva gyaanare jiba seba).

There lies an even bigger responsibility on the women of the modern society. Whilst using
their formal education for earning is increasingly becoming important on one hand, they also have a
bigger role to raise children on a spiritually strong path. They should remember that India has
always been proud to have great saintly mothers who had great souls like Rama, Krishna, Buddha,
Gauranga, Kabir, Tulsidas, Ramakrishna dev and our Thakur Shri Nigamananda as their sons. The
teachings for such qualities have to start from a very young age by parents. Therefore, it can be
imagined, how deep the knowledge and spiritual base of our women has to be! As it is evident,
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without a coordinated effort from the mothers themselves, the next generation will be weaker in
maintaining the great Indian tradition and values that we have always been proud of. In some years
from now the ancient, long lasting tradition will either completely vanish or change to the benefit of
the materialistic human beings.

Keeping all this in mind, Shri Shri Thakur has long since proposed the ideal householder’s life.
The foundation of the family has to be strengthened in order to have saintly souls as our children
who will then build a spiritual and humane life.

Spirituality and humanity has a role in the workplace too. This may appear inconceivable in
this fiercely competitive world, but it is achievable. | admit that, there has been a lot of progress in
the sphere of science, industry, finance, etc. This progress is somewhat necessary for achieving
faster communication, better health standards and helping the human race in a broader sense. On
the other hand, all these also have created hindrances in the path of spiritual progress by
generating multitude of ‘rajasika’ and ‘tamasika’ attributes in people. In my opinion, it is still
possible to establish a balance between material success and human values. This boundary can be
decided by people themselves. The decision is greatly influenced by individuals’ level of spirituality.
When most of the members of the society have no clue or little practice of leading a strong spiritual
and humane life from their childhood, then it is obvious that their decisions will sway more towards
a luxurious and careless lifestyle.

To conclude, it feels that each and every sector of the society has to think about the two
most important factors of human existence — spirituality and humanism. As followers of Shri Shri
Thakur, we have greater responsibility of practicing these in our own life, starting from our family to
the society, as a whole. At times, oppositions and criticism will come. These should not affect us at
all if we keep absolute faith on Thakur’s philosophy of life. As delineated by Thakur, regular daily
worship at home accompanied by meditation, japa and reading His books will gradually help purify
our souls. Changing our personal habits towards a sattwika disposition is also helpful. Besides,
participating in weekly sangha sessions and annual sammilani meetings are cornerstones of
constructing rich Hindu values in our stricken souls. Finally, we should always fully surrender at our
Guru’s lotus feet, reciting ‘Jayaguru’.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Lipsita Patnaik
Bolton, England, UK
America Saraswata Sangha

My sons! Is it possible to forsake one whom once | have accepted as my disciple? You are not
only my disciple of this birth; this relation has been maintained from so many births and rebirths.
Without stressing any importance upon the liberation of soul, you have been accompanying me
for generations to render service and assistance to me. Everything will be realized in due time.

— Shri Shri Thakur
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Loving the Unknown

Extreme Monism says that Brahma alone is the cause of creation. He being indeterminate
and as He remains in a state of suspended animation, He has no relation with creation. It is wrongly
perceived that He has manifested Himself in various forms and as a result, the existence of this huge
cosmos has become possible. Extreme Monism projects Him as an impartial observer and the
creation as nothing but a dream. When one awakens from sleep one realizes that what was seen
and experienced in a dream is totally unreal. Similarly when one acquires the supreme knowledge
one becomes aware that whatever is seen or unseen in the Universe is all false or unreal. Brahma
alone is real and nothing else other than Him is real. This is the view of Extreme Monism or
Mayavada. Sri Shankaracharya and other saints are the flag bearers of this school of thought.

Vivartavad or Evolutionary Monism presents a different opinion. It says that Brahma being
the cause is present in the effect, which is the creation of this Universe. It further explains that
Brahma as the cause is present in each and every particle of the Universe. But Brahma does not
have the power to become Parinami. It is Mother Nature or Para Prakruti alone who is Parinami or
has the power of effect. Hence, though Brahma is present in every particle of creation, yet it
remains uninvolved and totally detached from the objects of the creation. Brahma has a definite
and close relationship with Para Prakruti or unmanifested Mother Nature. Though, She is extremely
powerful but She only fulfills the desire of Brahma. Hence, She cannot be conceived without the
existence of Brahma. This school of thought does not project Prakruti as 'Tuchha" like Extreme
Monism. It says Brahma is Nimitta Karana or efficient cause and Prakruti is Upadana Karana or
material cause, the presence and interaction of Brahma and Prakruti has culminated in the creation
of the Universe. Sri Bhaskaracharya and Sri Ballabhacharya are the flag bearers of this school of
thought.

Monodualism or Dwaitadwaitvad says that Prakruti is responsible for creation of the
Universe. Though Prakruti is extremely powerful and active by nature but She needs a rally around
point or in other words a monitoring factor to regulate and make Her actions productive. Brahma,
totally detached and purest of the Pure, alone is capable to become Her Lord. Hence, they are very
close to each other. One cannot be removed without hurting the other. Brahma is not dependable
on any outside entity for Its existence, but, it is totally dependable on Mother Nature to fulfill its
wish and desire As Prakruti having no desire of Her own she constantly fulfills the desire of Her Lord.
Sri Nimbakacharya and others are the path finders of this school of thought.

Dualistic school of thought projects Prakruti and Purusa (Brahma) as same. The Power and
Powerful are not different from each other. They are conceived separately due to their respective
activities. They remain so close to each other that it is virtually impossible to separate them. One
trying to evaluate them has to do so by accepting their existence as two halves of a whole, like two
halves of a chickpea. How can one ascertain which of half is male or female. Dualistic school of
thoughts usually accepts Brahma as Savisesa. The founders of various dualistic sects do not accept
Brahma as Nirvisesa. Sri Yamunacharya, Sri Ramanujacharya, Sri Madhvacharya, Sri Ballabhacharya
and Sri Gourang Dev are prominent among the saints who opine in favor of this philosophy.

It has been said that Brahma is infinite, without birth and death, without any attribute,
unrelated, indeterminate, purest of the pure consciousness, untainted, without any part, complete
and wholesome, and as the valuation of Brahma is zero, no deviation is possible from Him. Brahma
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is the cause of all causes and so the sole source of all origination. The formless existence of Brahma
cannot be proved through any symbols or signs. Vedanta describes Brahma as Omnipresent,
Omnipotent and Omniscient, formless and as all pervading existence.

Many scholars opine that the most Ancient (Brahma) cannot be addressed by any name. If
He is addressed by any specific name, then His infinite existence will be compromised. Others
present their opinion saying that though He has no specific name, the saints have addressed Him
with names, so that people can understand, worship and love Him.

It has been said that His existence is beyond the conceptual power of human mind and
speech. This has been elaborately stated by Kena Upanishad. It says "Na tatra...."; 'the vision cannot
reach there, neither speech nor mind. We do not know completely hence we are not aware of the
process through which we can instruct you.' (Part-1, Sloka-3) As the existence of Brahma is not

conceivable hence it cannot be described.

"Kena Upanishad" again states the same fact but in a different language, on different context
it says "yenamanasa ...” the mind is not able to comprehend it. They say it pervades the mind. You
must know that is Brahma, not any object which people worship". The statement goes beyond the
material world and the subtle world, too. (Part-1/Sloka-6).

Now the question arises then what relation one has with Brahma, the Absolute Reality? How
can one worship Him and Love Him? 'Loving the unknown' is nothing but Devotion or Bhakti.

Devotion does not need to comprehend Him as it has full faith in His existence and in His
divine performances. The path of devotion starts from the remote corner of one's mind and winding
through the seven planes and forty-nine layers of Knowledge reaches the plane of Super Naturality;
Aprakruta Bhumi. There the creeper of devotion matures and blooms. The fragrance of the flowers
not only overpowers the minds of the devotees but also offers immense pleasure to God, who
happens to be the storehouse of Divine Pleasure. The ever free, almighty God allows Himself to
come under the spell of Devotional emotion, Bhaba. He really likes ‘Bhaktyananda' Devotional
pleasure or rather loves it and expects all the human beings to be submerged in the ocean of Divine
Love. So, they too, can enjoy the undesirable, unparalleled divine pleasure. Lord SriKrishna says to
the great devotee Udhava, "Oh Udhav, as a devotee you are very close to me. Brahma, Siva,
Sankarsana, Laxmi and even my own body and pleasure pertaining to my true form; Swarupananda
are not as close and pleasurable to me." (Srimat Bhagavatam, 11/14). It is clear that Pure Devotion is
capable of providing immense and satisfying pleasure to God.

Madhura Bhaba is the greatest among the five Bhabas or devotional emotions. Madhura
Bhaba is divided into two categories, Pradhanibhukta or Aiswarya and Kebala or Visudha. At the
peak Pradhanibhukta may become Kebala but Kebala is Kebala from its inception. In Aiswarya the
devotee loves God being aware of His attributes and qualities. When the devotee forgets all aspects
of God and Loves Him as the 'nearest and dearest' one, the love becomes Kebala. Kebala is the
desireless, pure love which expects nothing in return: The Hladini part of God remains present in
Aiswarya Bhakti or Pradhanibhukta Bhakti but Hladini's full revelation is possible only through
Kebala. Hence, God loves this type of Bhakti more than anything else. One who offers Kebala Bhakti
to God becomes extremely close to God. Kebala is erected on the platform of Sahaja Bhaba, which
does not allow the power, attribute and quality part of God to sneak into it. It does not wait for help
from any quarter. It is like ‘one on one’ relationship where no third party is involved. Let us present
an example. Udhav being curious about Gopis and Braja Bhaba was directed by Lord Krishna to visit
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Braja. On reaching Braja he was overwhelmed by observing the grief of Gopis arising out of their
separation from Krishna; Virahavedana. He told them "Look whom you address as Kanha and accept
Him as a cowherd boy is really not so. He is the complete incarnation of God, the Almighty. If you
are so very desirous to avail Him unceasingly then you have to practice yoga." After hearing Udhava
the Gopis started discussing among themselves without attaching any importance to what Udhav
had told. Udhav thought “these illiterate; simpleminded Gopis can never understand the import of
Yoga”. Breaking the chain of Udhav's thought one of the Gopis said, "Oh Udhava, Kanha had taught
us Rajayoga. We attained the highest result of Yoga and we offered the resultant success and all the
eighteen supernatural powers to Kanha, because we do not need it. We only want Kanha to be back
in Braja, we want Him near us and we do not need anything else. If you can, then please give us back
our Kanha" (from Udhav Samvad). Udhav's knowledge and wit failed to help him in face of such a
demand. This bhaba of the Gopis is called Sahaja Bhaba. The sages and seers who have attained
highest success in yoga and knowledge have no information about such Bhaba.

Debarshi Narad says in Narad Bhakti Sutra 25/2, "This type of Supreme Divine Love; Para
Bhakti is far superior to Gyana, Karma and Yoga." He further elaborates why Para Bhakti is superior
vide 26/2 "It (Para Bhakti) is the result or fruit of these paths." It has been said by Upanishad that
'Out of fear of Him, Fire burns, the Sun shines, Indra and air functions fearing Him and Death,
performs due to fear of Him.' (Kathopanisad 11.iii.3). Whom these powerful elements fear and
perform out of fear, the devotees love and do never fear. When Lord Narasingha revealed Himself
from a pillar everybody including the Hiranyakasyapu, observing the vicious looking, extremely fear
evoking form of the Lord, was almost paralyzed out of fear. But Prahallad the devotee had no fear.
After Lord Narasingha killed Hiranyakasyapu and as His anger burnt the earth, Prahallad calmly knelt
before Him and prayed to restrain His anger and save the earth. Sri Narasingh lifted Prahallad on His
lap and fulfilled his prayer by setting aside His anger. Such is the power of Divine Love.

Divine Love is erected on the platform of Asraya Tattwa; objective of Love and Visaya
Tattwa; instrument of Love. Lord is the Asraya Tattwa and His devotees are Visaya Tattwa. Closest
of the close interaction of Asraya Tattwa and Visaya Tattwa is Rasa Lila. At the peak of Rasa Lila,
Visaya Tattwa surrenders before Asraya Tattwa and gives up its existence. Only Asraya Tattwa
remains with its crowning glory. That is reaching the objective of Monism, passing through the
corridor of Dualism.

Our beloved Thakur has said "I will distribute Divine Love at half of its original price."
Someone asked "Thakur what will happen if no one wants to avail Divine Love at that price?"
Thakur replied "Well | will distribute Love without any cost." Thakur, the ocean of Love, is always
eager to infuse Divine Love into the minds of His followers. It is clear that much importance is
accorded to Bhakti by Him.

He has said "The Matha and Ashrams are built to shower people with Divine pleasure. If you
cannot avail Divine Pleasure in such places then let us discard them and dwell under a tree and
remain submerged in Divine Pleasure."

This has been announced by the highly elevated soul who had achieved success in all the
four modes of spiritual performances of Hinduism.

Oh Thakur, you have gone through unspeakable pain while practicing severe penance for us.
Oh ocean of compassion, can your love for ignorant people like us be compared with any thing in
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this world? On the first occasion of initiation by you, you have specifically directed Sri Jagneswar
Biswas and Mother Saraju Debi not to undertake rigorous spiritual practice but to Love you a little.
Oh Thakur, we are not prepared to love you as we have no love stored in us. Whatever love God had
given us at the time of our birth has been exhausted on our selves, our family members and others.
What a waste? Thakur, we are living in a high rising tower of desire, ambition and self-interest.
There is no end to our wants and demands. Who else, other than you, can save us; can lead us from
the darkest corner to reach the highly illuminated garden of love and sacrifice? Oh Thakur, knowing
well our ineligibility, you have been kind enough to accept us as your disciples and devotees.
Smilingly you have accepted the heavy load of our spiritual upliftment, in spite of our zero
contribution towards fulfilling your desire and will in this world.

We pray you Thakur, please provide us with enough energy and right attitude to love you a
little and become party to the endeavor of making your mission highly successful on earth.

Paying respect with love to Sri Shankaracharya and to SriKrishna Chaitanya Bharati, this small
article is hereby placed at the lotus feet of our beloved Thakur by whose grace it has been conceived
and produced.

Santosh Mohanty
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha
Bhubaneswar

Jagadguru Shri Adi Shankaracharya

Once Shri Shri Thakur said to his disciples, “Knowledge is required but you will have to
transform knowledge into love at the end. But there are no results in exclusive confined wisdom.
You have to do the implementation of wisdom as well. The “knowledgeable” persons are the true
servants of the world. They have strength and accomplishment because they are not circumscribed
by anything. Therefore, they serve everyone unhesitatingly.”

“The true “knowledgeable” persons are real devotees.” The creator of the universe is the
supreme knowledgeable entity. Therefore, He is engaged in serving Universe cheerfully.

“You may have acquired knowledge, but do you know when will | be certain about that? If
you cannot live without being moved at others’ distress and destitution, then only shall | believe
that you have acquired wisdom. Shankar’s wisdom does not mean acquiring the knowledge from
books. | will accept those who like Shankar, have the eagerness in their heart for eliminating
sciolism from the world as having acquired the wisdom of Shankar.” - Nigama Upadesha (Gyana and
Prema)

Anytime Shri Shri Thakur explained about wisdom and gave advice to disciples and devotees,

He always referred to Shankar’s wisdom. Who is Shankar? In brief, Shankar is Jagadguru Shri Adi
Shankaracharya.
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Adi Shankaracharya is considered to be the most glorious personality and placed in a
dignified position with respect to Indian philosophy, Hindu religion and spiritual concepts. His
doctrine of Advaita Vedanta has profound influence in Hinduism through his Advaita-Baada (non-
dualistic philosophy). His appearance was in Indian society when Buddhism and Jainism were
gaining popularity. Hinduism was disoriented with the nuances of Buddhist philosophy. He
promoted idealism and the importance of Hindu scriptures especially Vedanta; most importantly he
defined “Brahma Satyam Jagan Mithya Jivo Brahmaiva Na Aparah”. Brahma (the absolute
existence) is alone real, this universe is unreal. Jiva (the individual soul) is not different from
Brahma.

Shankar was born in 788 AD in a Nambudiri Brahmin family in a village named Kaladi in the
state of Kerala. His parents Shivaguru and Aryamba were childless for long time. During her
pregnancy, Aryamba observed many uncommon and exceptional characteristics. Parents accepted
the newborn as blessing of Lord Shiva and named him Shankar, an epithet of Lord Shiva. Shankar
grew up as a precious child, and was able to retain anything that he read once. At the age of three
he lost his father. He exhibited exceptional talent by mastering all the Vedas, the six Vedangas and
Hindu epics.

Though he led a normal life, his ascetic inclinations were evident to those around him. One
day while bathing in the river a crocodile dragged his leg. At his imminent death, Shankar begged his
mother on the bank to give her consent to his becoming a sannyasi so that he can die with his desire
fulfilled. His panicked mother consented and soon after that some fishermen nearby threw their
nets and saved Shankar from the crocodile.

After convincing his mother that all we are in this world for only a meager time, Shankar
then left home in search of an accomplished Guru. He promised his mother that he would be
present to perform her last rites. Hundreds of miles away from his village, on the banks of the river
Narmada, he met the great saint Guru Gobindapada in his ashram. Guru recognized Shankar’s talent
and initiated him into sannyasa. Guru taught him Vedic philosophy and Brahma Sutra written by the
sage Vyasa. Shankar demonstrated outstanding interpretation of Brahma Sutra amongst all the
brilliant scholars in the ashram. Guru asked Shankar to go to Varanasi (Banaras) and clarify the
prevailing confusion on Brahma Sutra. At that time, Varanasi was the great center of scholarship
and spirituality in India.

Once, Shankar encountered a Chandala’. Shankar was heading to bathe in river Ganga and
asked him to get out his way to river. His few questions astonished Shankar.

To whom your words are addressed?
Is it to the body which comes from same source and performs same functions in case of both
Brahmin and Chandala?

Is it to the soul that is same in all and unaffected in any body?
Shankar realized that the Chandala was not an ordinary man but Lord Shiva in disguise.
Shankar replied to the questions in five verses that are named ‘Manishaa Panchakam’. In few years,

1 A lower class person in the hierarchy of castes in India at that time. They were considered untouchable, illiterate and
designated for low profile work in society.
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he became the most famous amongst the greatest philosophers. He had defeated many
philosophers by his wisdom. His intention was to reunify India spiritually with Vedic philosophy from
the nuances of Buddhist philosophy.

While traveling back to southern India, he wanted to meet his mother and he found his
mother in the last stage of her life. As promised, he performed last rituals for his mother although
he was a sannyasi.

He traveled to many pilgrimage sites in Himalayas. At Badrinath, he was surprised observing
the worship of a Shalagram in temple instead of actual idol. After inquiring he found and retrieved
the sacred image from the nearby pool (Narada Kunda) where the distressed priests had submerged
the idol out of fear. He reestablished the idol in the sanctum sanctorum and brought back
confidence among the Hindu priests there.

The school of Purvamimansha was based on the strict and theoretical observance of rituals.
He believed, without winning over those powerful rivals, spiritual reunification of Hindu religion was
difficult. The foremost proponent of this sect was a great scholar named Kumaril Bhatta. Shankar
met Kumarila and wanted to debate when he was about to commit suicide. Kumaril advised Shankar
to debate with his disciple Mandana Mishra instead. When Shankar defeated Mandana in a long
debate, he accepted sannyas from Shankar. Mandana’s wife Bharati challenged Shankar that she
was Mandana’s partner in life and a complete win would be when he defeated her as well. With a
preconditioned agreement Shankar responded all his responses by writing. It was believed that
Bharati was an incarnation of Goddess Saraswati.

During that period, the Sharada temple in Kashmir had a glorious history. It had four doors
around it and a high throne at the center of the shrine that was reserved for one that possessed
infallible knowledge. Shankar answered all questions of leaders, scholars, and followers of different
sects by his beliefs and philosophy. He was able to prove that not only was he knowledgeable but
also pure in conduct and that he had done no sin with his body. Shankar was felicitated with
supreme honor, ascended the Sarvajnapitha; and thus became the king of the spiritual regeneration
of India, ‘Shankaracharya’.

He found four Mathas (monastery) to enrich spiritual life of common man. These are located
at Sringeri, Karnataka in the south; Dwaraka, Gujarat in the west; Puri, Orissa in the east; and
Jyotirmath (Joshimath), Uttaranchal in the north.

He then withdrew to Kedarnath and attained Samadhi at the age of thirty-two.

Shri Shri Thakur says the best ideology has two extremes, Adi Shankaracharya and Shri
Gouranga Dev. He, who acquires absolute wisdom, is Shankar. Wisdom is foremost but if you can
not love the world from your heart with this wisdom, then what is the utility of such wisdom?

Once during the celebration of the birthday of Shankaracharya, Shri Shri Thakur said, “On
the occasion of his birthday when you have assembled here and are delighted with joy, you must
understand the essence of his life. You must construct your life in the same ideology — it is my
blessing.” - Nigama Upadesha (Shankaracharyanka Janmatithire)

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Devi Samal
America Saraswata Sangha
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Narayani Devi

Suresh Chandra Chattopadhyay and his wife, Sabita Devi, of Jessore district in East Bengal
were devout followers and initiated disciples of Shri Shri Thakur. Sabita Devi suffered from chronic
illness and as recommended by her doctors the couple decided to move to Purushottam Dham Puri
for a change in environment. Suresh Babu and Sabita Devi did not have children. In Puri they rented
a house Malinabas, which was located in front of Yagoda Ashram and behind Nirbani Ashram near
Nilachal Kutir.

During this period Shri Shri Thakur resided in Nilachal Kutir and the devoted disciple Suresh
Babu visited Shri Shri Thakur every evening to pay his respects and homage. The ailing Sabita Devi
was unable to do so. Fortunately, their rented house was close to Nilachal Kutir and the upper
verandah of Nilachal Kutir was visible from the verandah of their house. Every day, after his mid-day
meal, Shri Sri Thakur sat on this verandah to enjoy the scenic view of the vast expanse of the blue
sea. This gave Sabita Devi an opportunity to see Shri Shri Thakur daily from her verandah and pay
her respects. Surabala Maa, daughter of Swami Swarupananda later known as Sannyasini Suradhini
Saraswati, was a witness to these events and states ‘I have noticed this many a times as | went
upstairs to give tobacco to Shri Shri Thakur.

By divine intervention and good fortune Sabita Devi became pregnant. Shri Shri Thakur
instructed the sebak Haridas Brahmachari to help the couple during this difficult period, in his free
time from the responsibilities of Nilachal Kutir. On the first day of the Hindu month of Jyeshta, in the
year 1925, Sabita Devi, as usual, paid her respects to Shri Shri Thakur from the verandah of her
house and later the same day, around noon, gave birth to a beautiful girl, fresh as a flower. The
eagerly waiting Haridas gave the good news to Shri Shri Thakur. That evening, on his way back from
his daily evening stroll, Shri Shri Thakur visited Malinabas to see the new born baby. When Shri Shri
Thakur told Suresh Babu to give the baby to him, Suresh Babu was apprehensive and questioned if
Shri Shri Thakur would hold the baby as she was asuchi (unclean). Shri Shri Thakur responded “What
is the difference in suchi and asuchi for me?” Without any further delay and hesitancy Suresh Babu
gave the infant to Shri Shri Thakur. Shri Shri Thakur lovingly held the baby in His lap and looked at
her for a few moments before returning the child to the father. Nobody knows if any past
relationship existed between Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda and the new born or if an acquaintance
was established on that auspicious moment. In the absence of any connection it is inconceivable to
comprehend how the new born found a place on the lap of Shri Shri Thakur on her first day in this
world. In spite of Sabita Devi’s ill health and suffering, the small family was ecstatic on the baby’s
birth. Their joy knew no bounds but nature’s unknown forces are relentless.

Sabita Devi passed away when the baby was about six weeks old. Suresh Babu was grief
stricken and he faced the dilemma of rearing the motherless infant girl by himself. Following the
death of his wife he experienced a sense of detachment from the worldly affairs. His soul cried out
on the mere thought of being shackled to worldly love of his daughter. On the last day of the Hindu
month of Ashad, after sunset, when Shri Shri Thakur was resting on the first floor verandah of
Nilachal Kutir, sebak Haridas announced the visit of Suresh Babu. Shri Shri Thakur instructed Suresh
Babu to wait and after sometime Guru and the disciple met in the northern verandah of Nilachal
Kutir.
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Suresh Babu surrendered the two month old child at the feet of Shri Shri Thakur and waited
with a bowed head and folded hands. Lovingly Shri Shri Thakur asked, “What is this?” The father of
the young daughter replied, “Thakur, you are omniscient. | do not want to be chained to this world
and my love for my child will tighten this bondage. Please make some appropriate arrangement for
her and give me freedom. You have an orphanage, if you could find a place for her there...” He left
the sentence incomplete and took a deep breath. In deep and comforting voice Shri Shri Thakur
responded, “From this day | take total responsibility of her.” Surabala Maa states, “l never had the
opportunity to see Suresh Babu before that day and never after. That specific day | had a brief
glimpse of him from darkness. He surrendered the child at the feet of Shri Shri Thakur and stood
there talking to Him. Standing near the window of the room Saraju Maa and | heard him. | do not
recall his appearance well; all | remember is that he was a tall and well built gentleman.” After a few
days Shri Shri Thakur entrusted the responsibility of the infant to the women inmates of Nilachal
Kutir and left Puri for a tour. On his return, he disclosed the news of having given sannyas to Suresh
Babu. Suresh Babu had left for pilgrimage under his new name - Niranjanananda Saraswati.

That evening Shri Shri Thakur determined the fate of the child. After light snacks Shri Shri
Thakur was resting in the upper floor verandah when He called for Saraju Maa. Slowly Saraju Maa
walked to him and stood before him. After thinking for a few moments Shri Shri Thakur questioned,
“What have you decided about the child? | am aware that in pilgrimage centers like Puri priests
often accept the charge of orphans and bear all the financial responsibilities. | am thinking of asking
Haridas to take assistance of such a priest.” Saraju Maa cried out aloud, “Why, Thakur? | thought
that the two month old baby was very fortunate as she had found shelter at the lotus feet of
Sadguru due to her good deeds of many births. But now | realize how unlucky she is! Otherwise,
why would she be separated from the shelter of your lotus feet? No, Thakur please do not make this
arrangement. We will take full responsibility of rearing her.” Very calmly Shri Shri Thakur responded,
“You are all very capable of taking care of the child. But | cannot tolerate the crying sound and noise
of a young baby. | should not face any discomfort.” Saraju Maa did not hesitate and replied
confidently, “You will not face any discomfort and never will you hear the cry of the baby. | have
raised all the children of my elder brother. Children cry due to neglect and lack of care. | am
experienced in rearing children.”

From that day onwards the new born baby found a special place in the Kutir. When Saraju
Maa asked Shri Shri Thakur’s permission for naming the child, Shri Shri Thakur said, “I will name the
child.” One morning while sitting near the southern-side stairs and brushing his teeth, he
announced, “Last night | had an inspiration for the child’s name. | have thought of two names,
Narayani and Lilamayi. We can name her whichever you prefer.” Saraju Maa replied, “I would like to
name her Radharani and her nick name will be Ranu.” Thakur did not disagree and said, “Do as you
please.” The child grew up with multiple names. Kutir sebak Thakurdas Bramhachari, otherwise
known as Harenda, called her ‘Manu’ and hence Narayani is known as Manu Maa by the disciples
from Orissa. When she was one year old the daughter of Shri Shri Thakur’s beloved disciple Ashwin
Dasgupta, Snehalata saw Narayani for the first time and named her Neelima, after the deep blue sea
of her birth place. Until her secondary school education she was known as Neelima Chatterjee but
later she gave her Matriculation examination as Narayani. In spite of all these names as a young girl
she was known as Leelu, devotees of Shri Shri Thakur called her Narayani Maa and to the world she
is known as Narayani Devi.

When Leelu was seven months old Shri Shri Thakur made arrangements for the ceremony of
her Anna Prashanna. He had left for a trip before Janmotsava and returned to Puri with Bimala Maa
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at the end of the Hindu month of Kartik. One day he called Haridas and said, “In the month of
Magha, the baby will complete seven months and we have to arrange the Anna Prashanna ritual.
The child’s father has left clothes, money and ornaments with me for the ceremony.” Shri Shri
Thakur gave Haridas money to buy all necessary items as per the priest’s list. Suresh Babu had
provided gold ornaments for her body and silver anklets for her feet. On an auspicious day in the
month of Magha the ceremony was organized in Shri Shri Thakur’s study located on the eastern side
of the house and in front of the southern entrance door. The young Leelu was held, adorned in
ornaments, red paint on her feet and wrapped in red Banarasi Sari. Haridas Bramhachari performed
the rites and rituals as per the scriptures.

Towards the end of the ceremony he held the puja plate in front of the child. This puja plate
had Mahaprasada, a gold coin blessed by Thakur, and the smaller version of the holy book, Gita.
These items symbolized health (Mahaprasada or food), wealth (gold coin) and knowledge (Gita) —
this was a simple and age-old method to predict the child’s natural inclination in future. The master
of the house Shri Shri Thakur sat, watching the activities. The little girl grabbed the Gita with her
both hands and tried to put it in her mouth. This event had accurately predicted the child’s future
interest. Narayani grew up to be an outstanding student and scholar. Shri Shri Thakur was satisfied
on watching this event. He blessed the child by giving her grains of wheat, gold coin and Bermuda
grass. On her forehead he put the dot of sandalwood paste, yogurt and kohl. Surabala Maa states
that “He asked us all to bless the child. | copied His action and blessed the child.” He instructed
Haridas to put some solid food in the mouth of the child and left the room to take his bath. That day
all the dishes of prasad were cooked by Saraju Maa. After the mid-day meal, Shri Shri Thakur gave
Haridas Rs 25.00 and directed him to buy Mahaprasada. In those times, Rs 25.00 could buy an
enormous quantity of Mahaprasada.

The same evening arrangements were made to feed all the beggars of Puri town with this
Mahaprasada. The terrace of a single storied house near Malinabas and south of Veda Vidyalaya
was rented for this function. With the help of the panda all the beggars were gathered. On receiving
the information from Haridas that the Mahaprasad eating had commenced, Shri Shri Thakur
reached the site accompanied by Saraju Maa, Surabala Maa and baby Leelu. The beggars were
enjoying the Mahaprasad with immense joy and satisfaction. Shri Shri Thakur sat on the parapet and
watched the scene. The beggars raised their hands and showered blessings and praises on Shri Shri
Thakur. With delight they shouted “Let the host enjoy happiness, prosperity and well being.” Shri
Shri Thakur interrupted them and said, “Do not bless me, bless the child” and He pointed towards
the sleeping Leelu in the arms of Saraju Maa. Haridas raised the lantern and Saraju Maa lifted the
baby for the beggars to see. The beggars praised the Lord and blessed the child in chorus. Later Shri
Shri Thakur returned to Nilachal Kutir with everybody.

Shri Shri Thakur celebrated Leelu’s birthdays with appropriate rituals. Each year on the
Trilochana Astami day Mahaprasada worth Rs 25.00, and on the first day of Jyeshta month mangoes
worth Rs 5.00, were distributed to the beggars of the town. In those days, one could buy 100
mangoes in Re 1.00.

As Leelu got older she started to speak. Initially she could only say the first syllable of the
word. Surabala Maa recalls, “One day when Thakur, after a meal of some fruits and sweetmeats,
went upstairs to rest in his bedroom verandah, Leelu was with him. She usually accompanied him
after eating her share of the prasad. Beetle leaf and mouth freshener were served to Thakur. Thakur
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gave a few pieces of the mouth freshener in Leelu’s hands. Leelu’s small hands could not hold it and
she dropped it on the mattress. Saraju Maa and | picked it up and put it in her mouth.”

Leelu was always around Shri Shri Thakur. Very seldom was she away from his sight. Even at
a tender age she was very sensitive to Shri Shri Thakur’s needs. Surabala Maa reminiscences, “When
Leelu was 3 years old, on a summer evening, Thakur was resting on the verandah and Leelu was
playing close to him. It was a hot day and there was Iull in the air. The heat made Thakur very
uncomfortable. Leelu noticed this and called out “Tara Maa, please provide some air, Baba is very
uncomfortable.” Shri Shri Thakur very lovingly called Leelu to him and asked, “Will Tara Maa
respond if you call her?” Very confidently little Leelu replied “Why will she not?” We were amazed
by her concern for her Baba”.

As she grew up Thakur made adequate arrangements for her education. Surabala Maa
taught her the alphabets. Thakur entrusted the responsibility of her education to Priyabrata
Bramhachari. Priyabrata Bramhachari was a Brahmin sebak from Midnapore town of Bengal. After
Haridas’s departure he had arrived to help Harenda and Saraju Maa with the chores of the Kutir.
Earlier, Priyabrata Bramhachari had served Thakur in Darjeeling, Calcutta and for a few years in
Nilachal Kutir. From Priyabrata Bramhachari Leelu learnt how to read and write. Later, she
continued her education under the guidance of Pragyananda Saraswati Maharaj. Leelu was bright
and intelligent. She could comprehend all that was taught to her in a short time. At a very young
age, immediately after she achieved the capability of reading, she read Kritidas Ojha’s Ramayana
and Kasiram Das’s Mahabharata.

For her formal education Shri Shri Thakur admitted her in the second grade of Howrah Girls’
school. Leelu was accompanied to school by her choti maa, Snehalata Dasgupta. For some unknown
reason Thakur was not satisfied with this. He decided to keep a home tutor for her for two years and
prepare her for higher grades. In these two years he planned to impart knowledge of four years. To
achieve this goal he appointed a home tutor Shri Sukadev Sen, nephew of his devoted disciple Shri
Phani Bhushan Mitra. Shri Sukadev Sen arrived at Nilachal Kutir on the scheduled day and took
charge of his duties. Shri Shri Thakur did not wish to limit Leelu’s education to Bengali, Sanskrit,
religious books and scriptures. He desired her to be proficient in other contemporary subjects like
Mathematics, Science and English. As time passed Shri Shri Thakur kept himself well informed on
the progress of her education.

In her childhood Leelu did not have many friends and companions. In Howrah Phani Babu’s
son was her childhood friend. In Puri she found Anu and Bimal, in her age group as her friends. They
were the niece and nephew of Thakur’s initiated disciple Abhaya Dev. Anu was older than her
brother Bimal and they lived near the Nilachal Kutir. Neelima’s childhood was filled with joy and
laughter with these two companions. Tutor Sukadev Sen was also a playmate of these three
children. Apart from study time they played various games and enjoyed picnics. Shri Shri Thakur had
given strict instructions not to permit Leelu to visit anyone’s house alone to play. Even in that young
age he did not approve her spending time outside the home or in the company of brahmacharis.
Frequently, Leelu accompanied Thakur in his rickshaw rides in Puri and also to the beach. On the
beach young Leelu collected shells and built houses in the sand.

Leelu also liked playing with toys and dolls. Thakur usually bought toys for her. Her favorite
were a set of brass set cooking utensils, colored torch and a parrot among others. Whenever Doctor
Maa and Harenda went to the market they never forgot to buy toys for her. During her childhood
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Leelu visited Calcutta, Howrah, Darjeeling, Gurudham Kutubpur, Radhakantapur and Assam Math
with Thakur, Saraju Maa and Surabala Maa. She was very fortunate to travel to various pilgrimage
and religious places with Thakur, other women disciples and inmates of Nilachal Kutir. In the year
1932, Thakur arranged an All India tour in a special train operated by Mehra Company and Saraju
Maa, Surabala Maa, Bhuban Brahmachari and Leelu accompanied him in that trip. This trip has been
described in detail in the book Nilachale Thakur Nigamananda.

Thakur kept an eye on Leelu when she was young. Often, Saraju Maa and Surabala Maa
would freshen and feed the young Leelu and leave her with Thakur to attend to other jobs and
chores of the Kutir. Till the time Shri Shri Thakur was in the Kutir, Leelu was never far from His sight.
If He left the Kutir, for his visits and tours, He would instruct all in the Kutir to take appropriate care
of Leelu, not to neglect her needs or show any disrespect. In his letters and other correspondences
He never forgot to enquire about Leelu’s well being and was always eager to get information about
her. On his return He bought her toys, clothes, sweets and cookies. As long as Thakur was in this
physical world He treated her with love, affection, and care and ensured that she was happy.

If Thakur was away from Nilachal Kutir He kept in touch with Leelu and wrote to her
regularly. In His letters to her, we are introduced to the pure and tender love of a father. These
letters were Leelu’s precious and priceless possessions. She arranged them in a chronological order
and kept them. To this day the file of letters that Leelu personally made is preserved in
Bhubaneswar Aasana Mandir.

Leelu was acquainted and close to several devotees and disciples of Thakur from Orissa as
she had spent her childhood there. When she was three years old, Ishwar Sahu, Balaji Raju and
Dinabandhu Deo of Ganjam district were initiated as disciples in Puri and found shelter at the lotus
feet of Shri Shri Thakur. Surabala Maa writes, ‘we are not sure if Leelu was acquainted with them
but when she was 5 or 6 years old she was introduced to Durgacharan Mohanty Bhai, Ekadasi Bhai,
Nrupal Bhai, Khirod Bhai, Govindcharan Patnaik Bhai, Lakhmidhar Bhai and later Chaitanyacharan
Das Bhai and Banamali Bhai.” Detailed information on this can be found in the book Nilachale Thakur
Nigamananda.

In the Hindu month of Jyeshta, year 1932, on His visit to Kokilamukh Math in Assam with
Leelu, Thakur initiated her as his disciple on the 6" day of the month. In the book Nilachale Thakur
Nigamananda, part |l Leelu has described this initiation incident. She states, “In the year 1932 |
visited Assam Math with the female inmates of Nilachal Kutir. During that visit Shri Shri Thakur
initiated some disciples and conducted Upanayana ceremony for others. This is the first time | ever
saw him performing a homa. | was roving in the vicinity and when | saw the open doors of the room,
| hastily entered and presented myself. | saw flower petals and wood-apple leaves strewn on the
floor. The room pervaded by the fumes of the homa. Shri Shri Thakur was alone in the room and on
his forehead He had a tilak of red sandalwood paste and ashes from the sacred fire. He had coated a
bunch of wood-apple leaves with the ashes from the sacred fire and ghee. When he saw me He
asked, “Do you want to be initiated?” | replied happily, “Yes, | do.” He instructed “Sit down” and
pointed to a mat on the floor. | sat on it. From the flower basket, He gave me a large five petaled
hibiscus in my hands and asked me to repeat after him. | repeated the Mahamantra. With a smile on
his face he confirmed “You are initiated.” | bowed my head and touched the ground with my
forehead in a gesture of respect. | was not instructed to do but | thought it was an appropriate
behavior. | came out of the room and starting from Bada Maa-Bhairavi Maa to all the other Maas, |
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showed the flower and declared | have been initiated, see this flower, with this flower He has
administered the mantra.”

From here onwards Leelu would be known as Narayani Maa to Thakur’s followers and
Narayani Devi to the world. Narayani Maa’s formal education commenced in Calcutta after Shri Shri
Thakur renounced his physical body in the year 1935. She passed her matriculation examination in
first class in the year 1941 from Yogesh Chandra Girls’ High school, Calcutta, and received a monthly
scholarship of Rs 15. In the year 1943 she completed her intermediate and passed the examination
in first class from Calcutta’s Bethune College. Here again she was a recipient of a monthly
scholarship of Rs 10. In 1945 she received her Bachelor’s degree with specialization in history from
Calcutta Victoria Institution. Due to ill health her Masters degree got delayed by a year but she
completed it in 1948 in second class from Calcutta University. Her specialization was in ancient
Indian history and culture. Apart from these, in 1946 she had cleared two examinations in first class
conducted by Bangaya Sanskrit Parishad on Poetry and Laghu Kaumudi. During this time she had
mastered Bengali and Sanskrit and could read and write in Oriya.

In 1948, after completion of her Masters’ degree, Narayani and Surabala Maa returned to
Puri to reside in Nilachal Kutir. She took over the responsibilities of all jobs of Thakur’s personal
chores. She performed her duties as per pre-planned schedule. She studied religious books,
scriptures and Thakur’s life history. She authored several essays and poems, which were published
in Arya Darpan and other magazines and journals in Bengali. She researched and collected
information from various sources on all aspects of Thakur’s life and leelas for her articles. Later,
these articles were published in the book Nilachale Thakur Nigamananda. She probed into Indian
and Oriya culture and penned several essays on this subject.

From 1948 through 1962, Surabala Maa and Narayani Maa resided in Nilachal Kutir. As the
years passed by the renovation and maintenance of the Kutir became a challenge. Hence, the care-
taker and inheritor of the Kutir, Narayani Maa donated it to Nilachala Saraswata Sangha. In the year
1930, on the 3 day of the Hindu month Chaitra, Shri Shri Thakur had made a will in favor of
Narayani Maa, declaring her as the successor of Kutir and all the items in it including the furniture.
In the year 1962, Narayani Maa published a declaration in Arya Darpan on the donation of the Kutir
to Nilachala Saraswata Sangha. She made necessary arrangements for the up-keep of Thakur’s
residence and ensured that the daily seba and puja were conducted as before.

Surabala Maa and Narayani Maa lived in a rented house for 3 years near the Kutir and then
moved to Calcutta. Initially, they were in Gariya and later in Dalal Pukur region of Howrah.

Narayani Maa studied the by-law and accepted the position of Vice president of Nilachala
Saraswata Mahila Sangha and Surabala Maa accepted the position of President. At the request of
the then Parichalaka of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha and Secretary, Shri Durga Charan Mohanty and
Shri Satya Priya Mohanty Bhai of Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, she agreed to reside in Orissa
permanently. On January 3, 1976 Surabala Maa and Narayani Maa returned to Orissa and took up
residence in Ekamra Saraswata Sangha Aasana Mandir located in Santarapur, Bhubaneswar. During
this period Narayani Maa suffered ill health but gradually recovered with appropriate treatment and
care. She participated in several sessions of Mahila Sangha and inspired the devotees and disciples
by sharing her experiences, episodes and incidents of Thakur’s life. She was the founder of the
Kumari Sangha in Ekamra Saraswata Sangha. She translated Nilachala Bani from Oriya to Bengali,
which was published by Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.
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During her days in Bhubaneswar Aasana Mandir, she wrote and published research-oriented
articles in Sangha Sebaka including Pratasmarania Yogamaya Devi, Sannyasini Shanti Devi and
Rupalagi Akhi Jhure. She published several other articles in Nigamananda Arya Darpan. She edited
several excerpts from Yogeswar Gangopadhaya’s book Sadguru Nigamananda Katha and published
them in Nigamananda Arya Darpan. She is a well known writer in Bengali literature and has written
and published books like Bangalar Sadhana and Shri Shri Nigamananda Dev and Nilachale Thakur
Nigamananda. In Oriya language her publications include Shri Shri Nigamananda Jibana Prasanga
and Pilanka Nigamananda. These works are based on the life of Shri Shri Thakur. Her writings have
been published in several Bengali magazines and journals.

The literary quality of her work is notable. She was the editor of the Bengali magazine Bani
and in that too, were published many of her poems, translations and essays. Her writings on
Thakur’s life in the book Shri Shri Nigamananda Leela Prasanga is incomparable and worth
mentioning. She also translated two English books in Bengali that were published and appreciated
by the readers.

In early 1980, Narayani was diagnosed with cerebral thrombosis. She was bedridden and
later admitted to Capital Hospital, Bhubaneswar. Narayani Devi passed away on Feb 26, 1980 at the
young age of 55. Her body was brought to Ekamra Saraswat Sangha Aasana Mandir for the
devotees and disciples to pay their last respects. She was cremated in the Garabadu cemetery and
numerous Bhais and Maas witnessed the last rites.

Narayani Maa had selected her birth place, Puri, as her karma bhumi. In the preface of the
book Shri Shri Nigamananda Jibana Prasanga, Part 1, she has stated “lI am a girl from Orissa. Shri
Kshetra Purushottam Dham, Puri is my birthplace and my karma bhumi. Here, Thakur provided me
shelter like a father. | was fortunate to live with him and find joy and happiness in this Purushottam
Dham. After my student days, with His blessing, | had the courage to adopt the path of detachment
to lead a scholarly life. Hence, | will forever be indebted to the Orissa soil.” Narayani Maa was born,
in Purushottam Dham of Orissa and she passed away also, on the soil of Ekamra Kshetra of Orissa.

To commemorate her first death anniversary, in 1981, Nilachala Saraswata Mahila Sangha
published a souvenir Narayani in her memory. This souvenir has remarkable selections of her work
including essays, articles, poems, translations and prefaces. It contains valuable information and
facts on her, including articles and essays on her life in English, Bengali, and Oriya written by the
devotees of Thakur.The disciples of Thakur have declared Narayani Maa as Thakur’s Manasa Kanya.

Narayani Maa will always be a source of inspiration to all the devotees of Shri Shri Thakur
and is a lasting role model. During the time when female education was limited to learning the
alphabets or at most reading a few religious books and scriptures, Narayani Maa completed her
Masters’ degree. She had a vision that was out of the ordinary. She chose a less trodden path and
reached her goal of being a scholar and an established writer. Narayani Devi was a prolific writer
and introduced Thakur to the outside world with her writings on his life and teachings. She will be
remembered as a woman disciple of Shri Shri Thakur with strong convictions and determination.
Narayani Maa continues to be an unforgettable name among the devotees of Shri Shri Thakur for
her research on Shri Shri Thakur’s life and leela and her heart touching writings.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasritaa
Usha Agarwal
America Saraswata Sangha
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Communicating with compassion

One of the three things Shri Shri Thakur has asked us to practice is Bhaaba Binimaya
(exchange of emotion). Bhaaba Binimaya is an emotional mode of communication that helps us
learn from each other on how we progress on the path of spiritualism. As one can imagine,
communication is a key component of our lives and is an integral part of becoming an ideal human
being. It matters how we not only communicate amongst ourselves, but with the broader society.

The literary meaning of communication is the activity of conveying meaningful information.
That meaningful information is anything that we convey to anyone we come in contact with. There
are mainly two modes of communication, verbal and non-verbal. Research shows that the majority
of our communication is non verbal, also known as body language. As all of us very well know, non-
verbal communication plays a key role in the day-to-day human life.

We need to be extremely careful in choosing the words as well as gestures when we
communicate or express our feelings or emotions. In my mind, Vaishnava Aparaadha is one of the
main unintended outcomes of improper or inappropriate communication. One may think that we
only have to be very careful when we conduct ourselves or communicate within the sangha or our
families. That goes against our spiritual practice. The entire universe is His creation and every living
and no-living entity we come in contact with is Him. Hence, all are Vaishnavas, and therefore, we
need to be very careful in choosing the words and gestures when we communicate with others.

One of basic messages the Bhagavad-Gita conveys is that one should see himself or herself
in others. Hence, it is needless to say, we should communicate in the manner in which we would like
to be communicated with. Shri Shri Thakur has asked us to express our emotions wherever and
whenever we get together, be it Pathachakra, Sangha or Sammilani. Communicating with each
other with a great deal of trust and compassion helps us understand our needs and progress on the
path of spiritualism.

Shri Shri Thakur has instructed us to live the life of an ideal human being by living in the
society, not leaving the society. To live the life of an ideal human being, it is extremely important
how we conduct ourselves and communicate with others within the society. My life has certainly
changed dramatically after | came close to our Sangha and received shelter at the lotus feet of our
beloved Thakur. When | look back, it is very clear that | have become a better communicator.
Letting the Bhaba (emotion) out is the best way spiritualism can be practiced.

Like a yogi, we must try only to communicate nothing more or nothing less than what is
needed. In Bhagavad-Gita, Lord Shri Krishna has said,

suhru-mitraary-udaasina-madhyastha-dvesya-bandhusu
sadhusvaapi ca paapesu sama-budhirvisisyate [6.9|
But more superior is one who with spiritual intelligence acts equally towards natural well-
wishers, affectionate well-wishers and enemies, those indifferent to disputes, mediators of
disputes, the envious, friends, saintly person as well as the sinful.

Lastly, | would like to acknowledge that this is my own expression of Shri Shri Thakur’s
teachings, read from various books such as Sangha Sebaka, Nigama Upadesha etc. and | have
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brought in the verse from Bhagavad-Gita. | beg for forgiveness from Shri Shri Thakur, Nilachala
Saraswata Sangha and all the readers for any mistakes they may find in my expression.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Prabhakar Bai
America Saraswata Sangha

o
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My Life with Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj

| was born in the month of April 1982 to a family associated with Thakur Maharaj. | was the
4th child born to my father, Late Sri Basant Kumar Sahu, and mother, Jayanti Sahu. Prior to my
arrival into the family, they had two lovely daughters, Sasmita and Rashmita, and a cute boy,
Nilanchal. My name, Simanchal rhymed with that of my brother. This was how my beloved Thakur
presented me the best gift on my birth, my family that | adore and admire at each step of my life.

My father came to know about Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda after his marriage. However,
my mother had received Thakur's grace as a legacy from her parents. My grandparents, Sri
Chaitanya Charana Mohapatra and Rupalata Mohapatra of Rourkela Sangha were ardent followers
of our beloved Thakur. My grandfather was also a governing body member of our Nilachala
Saraswata Sangha. With this introduction to my background and my family's close affiliation with
Nilachala Saraswata Sangha, Puri, let me move on and take you through the journey from my
inception to this day spanning three decades with a belief that my experiences will touch some of
the lives out there who might have also experienced the same in their life through interaction with
our Thakur Maharaj.

The initial few years of my life were very bright and joyful because | was the youngest in the
family and as a result drew a lot of attention from all family members and was also pampered a lot.
During that period | knew the least about the fact that good and happy times do not last for long. |
was just 7 years old when my family experienced the shock of a lifetime, the loss of my father. Being
a young boy | did not realize the magnitude of the loss my family had to bear at that time. However,
it was a gradual realization as | was grew up. As a child, | felt left out among my friends, who always
had their father with them at good and bad times. | used to feel sad but every time | felt low there
was something that kept reminding me that | have my family with me and they are nothing less
then God to me. | always used to see my support system in them and in turn they had their support
and strength coming from their strong faith and belief in Thakur. During my teenage years | never
understood the essence of Thakur's presence in our home but | always used to see that in my
mother's daily routine. From my father’s side it was a joint family and none of my uncles were
devotees of Thakur Maharaj, which made it difficult for my mother to perform Thakur's puja at
home and particularly after my father's demise. However, in spite of problems and criticism, my
mother never let her faith in Thakur get shaken. She was always firm in her belief that He is the
person that will help us move forward. To re-iterate, my journey with my beloved Thakur started
way before | could realize it - first by taking birth in His devotee’s family and then by observing my
mother's unshaken belief and faith in Him. At that point the only thing | knew about Thakur is the
“Jayaguru” mahamantra. | was so carried away by this enchanting mantra that even when | was
visiting a temple of Lord Krishna or Siva | used to utter Jayaguru nama when bowing my head in
prayer and still continue this practice to this day. It was not something that | did deliberately but it
happened involuntarily and spontaneously.

| was never a great student in school and was always average in academics but was
doing quite decent in the examinations and my grades. Everyone goes through rough phases in life,
but | would rather say that such experience helps one realize the importance of bouncing back after
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a fall and the confidence it brings in one to overcome tough times. It is exactly what happened to
me when | failed my 12th standard examinations and it proved to be the turning point in my life. |
faced a lot of humiliation from friends and relatives that made me cry in the middle of the night. It
was at this time when | prayed to Thakur and requested Him to give me another chance so that | will
try my best to capitalize on the opportunity and do the best | can with it. No one knows about it till
this day that | received a sort of encouragement from an unknown force which kept telling me not
to loose heart but to learn a lesson from this chapter of my life and correct such mistakes in future.
For many years since then | kept thinking it was my will power that pushed me to bounce back but |
came across the saying that "Thakur Jaha Karanti Prani Ra Mangala Pain" which made me analyze
the circumstances during that rough phase after my 12th standard board examination. It was then |
realized that | was loosing focus on studies and was getting more attracted towards things that were
unnecessary for me and it made me believe that my failure was just a jolt to shake me up and
remind me of the same. It was essential for me to have the realization and it helped me a lot in
bringing myself to where | am today. At that moment | kept asking God "Why Me" but now | can
easily relate that without a fall | could not have risen to where | am now. Today | am a qualified
Software Engineer with a good job, a decent life and social status but above all, | have mental peace
and feel good that | could still made it big, despite the hard times faced by me and my family.

Having said so | really do not think | can say that "I did it all". Of course | put in the effort and
was well supported by my family but the driving force, the guiding hands and blessings all came
from the almighty Thakurjee. It was He who brought me to this world and has always been
navigating me through all twists and turns of life to this day and | pray that He continue to do so in
the future as well.

| believe He was there always whenever | needed Him and today | feel that my father is still
with me and is ensuring that | grow to be a good human being (Adarsha Manisha). | have found my
father in form of my beloved Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Simanchal Sahu
Balangir Sakha Sangha

My guide, friend and guardian Shri Shri Thakur

My Childhood
| recall from my childhood memories when | accompanied my parents to the Rourkela Saraswata

Sangha. In those days Aasana Mandir to me was just a place to meet other Bhais of my age, to play
around and have delicious sattwik prasad at the end of the puja. Again, the Sammilani was a reason
for me to meet all my relatives. But, as | grew up gradually my bond with Thakur became stronger.
Rourkela Saraswata Sangha provided me a serene atmosphere where all Bhai and Maa congregated
and prayed together with devotion. While at prayer in Sangha | felt no distraction, no disturbance
and it was just Thakur and me. Though | never personally read many books about Thakur except a
few like Thakur's Jibani and Nigama Upadesha which is part of my everyday puja but | made sure
that I, at least, listened earnestly in the Sangha. | practically got nothing when somebody just
skimmed through a book and did not delve into deeper concepts. In those days | did not have
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courage to ask questions. Sometimes | absorbed very little and other times my mind was intrigued
by certain unexplained things said by Thakur. But, | remember | really liked the sessions of Shyam
Bhai, Pramod Bhai and few other Bhais. | remained glued and captivated by whatever they said.

| try to inculcate the teachings of Thakur in my daily life. Sometimes | succeed and at other times |
fail. If | fail | beg forgiveness from the Almighty and try not to repeat the same mistake.

An Eventful year

| feel my life completely metamorphosed in the year of 2006. In the beginning of the year we were
submerged into the sea of happiness. My sister’s marriage, my eldest brother-in-law’s promotion
and the birth of the first grandchild into our family was like we got every core of happiness in our
lives. | remember, | got scholarship from my college and | was about to get a job in the coming year.
| felt that my parents’ hard work in educating and guiding us in our lives paid off and they are going
to lead a very happy life in the future. But dramatically the events of happiness changed into a deep
sorrow the same year when my mother left our family and made her journey to the heavens. It was
very unfortunate. At that time | felt we worshiped Thakur everyday and then why did He do this?
My mother was a pious lady who worked hard from morning to night. Why Thakur had to take her
so soon? She did not even get time to enjoy the fruits of the tree she had planted. And at that point
| thought | will never worship Thakur anymore. But internally these events took me closer to Thakur.
| got to know the essence of "Bairagya" Bhaba - neither too much of happiness nor too much of
sorrow. In the times of happiness we forget Him and in the times of sorrow we get angry with Him
without really thinking why we have come to this earth and what are our duties, assigned by Him?

My Life in US
But life neither stops nor gives you time to think and ponder. Whatever happens you are bound to

do your duty. Soon, | joined my job at Pune. | had to leave my father alone as | have to build a
career for myself to take care of my father when he retired. | was more interested in going for
higher studies and after taking the GRE | applied to 5 universities in the US. During this time | came
in touch with one of the Bhais in US who guided me during this entire application process. | got
rejected by 4 universities. This time, | was not saddened much as | thought if not in US, then | have
every possible chance to continue my studies in India. But who knows what Thakur wants? My last
option showed up and | got admitted to North Carolina State University. Within a few days | heard
that many of the Thakur’s Bhaktas reside in North Carolina. It was not impossible to believe that He
had given me a golden opportunity to do his seba. It was a big step to leave my family but my father
got stronger. | think he drew his strength from the devotion towards Thakur. Everything happened
smoothly by His grace and | landed in the US. New people, new place but this time | felt Thakur was
with me as my friend and guardian. Finally on the eve of “Ganesh Puja” | met few members of
America Saraswata Sangha and what a gracious occasion it was. We all met to do "Jameen Puja" for
the first Sangha Aasan Mandir to be built in America.

Life was not that easy in US. Huge loan burden, monthly survival expenses and competitive study
environment were all troubling me. My family members were all supportive and eager to give me all
the help | needed but | wanted some job to get rid of asking for money from my family for, at least,
my monthly expense. The following semester | started working under a professor and by Thakur’s
grace, he funded me. My joy knew no bounds. | really believed that Thakur lands you in all troubles
but it’s only Him who provides a way for you to come out of that trouble.
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Now, | am always eager to join North Carolina Saraswata Pathachakra every month. During the two
to three days of puja | forget everything. | listen to the teachings of Thakur with more eagerness and
| try to clear my doubts.

This is why | feel that Thakur is always there with you, in times of happiness and in times of sorrow.

We should never forget him.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Anup Kalia
America Saraswata Sangha

My Journey

This year will be the third year that | will attend the Sammilani. When | was asked to
contribute an article for the yearly magazine, | felt both honored and worried at the prospect. What
would | write about? Would | inadvertently offend someone with my observation and reflections? |
decided to ask the Lord to bless me with the spirit of truth and love. Again, this is my personal
testimony and reflections on my experience as a seeker of truth and | ask for forgiveness if | offend
anyone. | came to know Thakura firstly, through my marriage and secondly, through experiences
with the North Carolina Pathachakra. How can | best explain how Thakura is entwined in my
spiritual journey? | believe | would first have to explain my religious upbringing. | was raised in the
Roman Catholic tradition and my understandings of Jesus’ teachings are based upon traditions and
rituals handed down from my parents. | rarely questioned. | accepted whatever was told. During the
last year | have been questioning and searching for truth. Fortunately, this is a path that spiritual
masters from all faiths have taken long before me. Although, | have just begun to touch the surface
on all the literatures available, what | have read reflects universal truths that | know in my heart are
the ties that bind all together with God. Unfortunately, these truths are not what human beings
focus on. We are divided by many factors in this world. That being said, | would say those who seek
nearer to the truth and want to be surrounded by God, try to find it with people who profess those
same thoughts, actions and disciplines. Jesus taught that in order to be his disciples, we must be his
words in action. We must live and breathe in him. | believe that Thakura instructed his disciples to
do this as well. This is one of the reasons why | attend and participate, to my comfort level, in puja
and each year’s Sammilani. While | do not always understand the language, | understand the
discipline, the devotion and love for Thakura and | see it reflected in the Sangha.

Jesus taught his disciples the Two Great Commandments as stated in Matthew 22:36
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind.
You should love your neighbor as yourself.

Jesus taught his disciples that “neighbor” meant “everyone” and not his own people, the
Jewish people. This perspective is also what | have experienced in the Sangha.

The most difficult aspect of my journey is learning about my own faith and tradition. The
ugliness and the injustices that Christianity has perpetrated in the name of Jesus, is both disturbing
and depressing to my mind. How does this relate to Thakura, you might ask? | often have this
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feeling of destiny or God’s hand or God himself, which has brought me to this time and place. In the
last year, | feel as if | have “awoken from a sleep” and that my eyes have been “opened to the
truth.” At times, | feel a great freedom in this and at other times great despair. Will | ever find a
place of peace? | know | should find my peace in the Lord. Most of the time, | do not find peace
within my own community. | find more peace in the community of the Sangha than in my own
community. Now | must find this “peace” in all situations and communities. | believe that God’s light
and peace should shine from within you therefore; | will continue to work on this aspect of my
spiritual journey.

| have understood that Thakura in his writings, What I Expect, stressed the importance of
community or sangha. Thakura stressed the importance of the family unit as a smaller version of
community life. Thakura also stressed the importance of the community of Sangha as critical to
living a “model life” of a householder. In the last year, the importance of this has influenced my
decision to leave the work force and stay full-time at home. | experienced about a month of
indecision regarding whether or not to quit my job. Then during a speech given by the priest at
Sunday Mass, | believe that the spirit opened my heart to hear God’s voice. The priest was telling a
story about a woman who came to him in frustration because she felt that her contributions in her
family life where not appreciated and she was feeling resentment at having given up her career
outside the home. The priest reminded the woman about God’s sacred gift of life which was given
to females and females alone. Women are the first caretakers of new life and have a special bond in
carrying on God’s mystery of creation. | remember thinking to myself, “Why | am having such a
difficult time making my decision? What is important to me? What am | afraid of?” | came to the
conclusion that family was the most important. The barriers to not making a decision arose from my
own ego. | was afraid that | would miss an opportunity and | would be giving up something of
myself. After this epiphany, the path became much clearer and | knew that family life and raising
children were more important than my own career. | believe that | was being reminded that raising
children and trying to live an “ideal family life” is a sacred duty.

Lastly, | would like to close with a one of my favorite prayers.

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty,
My memory, my understanding,
And my entire will,
All I have and call my own.
You have given all to me.
To you, Lord, | return it.
Everything is yours; do with it what you will.
Give me only your love and your grace,
That is enough for me.
(By: Saint Ignatius of Loyola)

Yours in the Lord,

Annalisa Senapati

C/0 Sanujit Senapati
America Saraswata Sangha
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Significant Events of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha

(In chronological order)

1936

For the first time in Orissa under the auspices of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha, 22"
Sarbabhouma Bhakta Sammilani was held at the Bagala Dharmasala in Puri on December 27,
28 and 29.

Gunanidhi Mohanty (Duracharan Mohanty’s farther) died at the age of 44.

1941

1% Shodash Upachara Puja offered to Shri Shri Thakur in Pipili Puja at Shri Khirodnath Singh’s
quarter. Khirodnath Singh was a police officer and Shri Shri Thakur’s Oriya disciple.

1942

First edition of Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda, the Oriya biography of Thakur Maharaj, was
published by Nilachala Saraswata Sangha. It was the first book in the Oriya language about
Shri Shri Thakur.

1944

Nigama Lahari became the second book published by Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.

1945

For the second time in Orissa, the 31°' Sarbabhouma Bhakta Sammilani was held at the Bagala
Dharmasala in Puri on December 27, 28 and 29.

1946

The third book in the Nigama Literary Collection came to life with the publication of Nigama
Tattwa.

A special puja was held at Mandapada, Pattamundei in which many Oriya disciples and
devotees assembled.

A Sakha Sangha at Asureswar was established.

1947

X/
°e

1% Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Ankoli in the district of Ganjam on the
auspicious day of Magha Purnima.

First part of Shri Shri Nigamananda Kathamrita was translated to Oriya language from the
original Bengali manuscript and was published by NSS.

First edition of Nigama Upadesha was published.

1948

7 X/
XA R X4

X3

*

2" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Jobra, Cuttack.
First edition of Nilachala Bani was published by Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.
First Mahila Sangha of NSS was started in Asureswar Sakha Sangha.

1949

X/ X/
AXAR X4

X3

*

3" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Banahara, Puri.
First edition of Shri Guru, written by Shri Biswanath Pradhan, a devotee, was published.

1950

X/ X/
L X ER X 4

X3

*

4™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Digapahandi, Ganjam.

Sansare Pathe, Parts 1 and 2 was published.

Cuttack Jobra Aasana Mandir was established. This was Aasana Mandir of the Cuttack Sakha
Sangha, the first Sakha Sangha of NSS.

1951

X3

*

X/
L X4

5% Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Jobra, Cuttack.
Sansara Pathe, Part 3: Siddhi Joga and Part 4: Sadhana baa Nigama Pathe was published by
Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.

1952

For the first time, Shikhyarthi Mandala was established and the first class puja session held.
6™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Erbang, Puri.

Sansara Pathe, Sadhana and Sadhaka Upadesha were published by NSS.

Bhakta Sammilani becomes the fifth book published by NSS.

1953

7" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Padmapur, Ganjam.

1954

8" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Jobra, Cuttack.

1955

9™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Birtung, Puri.
41°* Sarbabhouma Bhakta Sammilani was held on December 27, 28 and 29 at the Bagala
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Dharmasala in Puri.

1956 s 10" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Jobra, Cuttack.
¢ Parichaya Patra introduced for the first time on the day of Dola Purnima.
«* Sangha Sebaka published for the first time on the auspicious day of Jhulana Purnima, the
birthday of Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj.
«* First Oriya translation of Brahmacharya Sadhan was published by Nilachala Saraswata Sangha
on the day of Kumara Purnima.
¢ Bhagaban Shankaracharya was published. This book received Orissa Sahitya Academy award.
¢ First edition of Saraswata Sangha Niti was published.
1957 +* No Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held this year.
1958 % 11" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Birtung, Puri.
1959 % 12" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 11, 12 and 13 at Jobra, Cuttack.
«* First edition of Saticharitamala Part 1 was published.
% 45" Sarbabhouma Bhakta Sammilani was held at Baripada, Mayurbhanij.
1960 % 13" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 12 & 13 at Kendupatana, Cuttack
«* Nama Jagnya was introduced for the first time in this sammilani.
«* First edition of Saticharitamala Part 2 was published.
1961 ** No Pradeshik Sammilani was held this year.
1962 % 14" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 19, 20 and 21 at Jagatsinghpur.
«* First edition of Saticharitamala Part 3 was published.
+* Narayani Maa and Surabala Maa entrust the responsibility of Nilachala Kutira in Puri to
Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.
1963 % 15" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 8, 9 and 10 at Birtung, Puri.
1964 % 16" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on January 27, 28 and 29 at Jobra, Cuttack.
«* Banamali Dash, President of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha, died on 24 August at 1pm.
1965 % 17" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 14, 15 and 16 at Birtung, Puri.
** Jogiguru translated from Bengali to Oriya was published.
«* First edition of the Oriya translation of Shri Shri Nigamananda Jibana Prasanga Part 1 was
published.
1966 + 18" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 4, 5 and 6 at Birtung, Puri.
% 52" Sarbabhouma Bhakta Sammilani was held on December 27, 28 and 29 at Bhubaneswar
under the auspices of NSS.
** Gyaniguru translated from Bengali to Oriya was published.
1967 +* Bidhirakshya Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Jagatsinghpur.
** Tantrikaguru translated from Bengali to Oriya was published.
% Iswar Sahu Bhai, an Oriya disciple of Shri Shri Thakur, died at the age of 72 on 28" August.
1968 ¢ 19" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 13, 14 and 15 at Soro, Balasore.
1969 % 20" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 1, 2 and 3 at Birtung, Puri.
¢ First edition of Nirajana was published.
** Premikaguru translated from Bengali to Oriya was published.
1970 ¢ 21% Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 20, 21 and 22 at Matia,
Pattamundai, Cuttack.
1971 % 22" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 9, 10 and 11 in Ekamra

7 X/
L X X4

Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar.
First edition of Sati Niti was published.
First edition of the Oriya translation of Pilanka Nigamananda was published.
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¢ 1°' Raasa Utshab was started in Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar.
¢ Chaitanya Charan Dash became President of NSS.
1972 % 23" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on January 29, 30 and 31 at Kadamakanta,
Kendupatana, Cuttack.
¢ First edition of Pranati Shatak Part 1 was published.
1973 % 24" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 16 and 17 at Birtung, Puri.
+* The Bye-Law of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha was registered in November 24 (Registration No
7391/390 of 1973-74).
1974 % 25" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 5, 6 and 7 at Birtung, Puri.
¢ Chandramani Jena Bhai died due to a car accident on Cuttack—Bhubaneswar road. Durga
Charan Mohanty and Madanlal Ram Bhai were admitted into Capital Hospital.
1975 ¢ 26" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on January 24, 25 and 26 at Burla, Sambalpur
1976 % 27" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 14 and 15 at Jobra, Cuttack.
¢ First edition of Pranati Shataka Part 2 was published.
¢ Narayani Maa and Surabala Maa came from Kolkata and stayed at Ekamra Saraswata Sangha
Aasana Mandir.
1977 + 28" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 3 and 4 at Birtung, Puri.
1978 +* Registration deed for Satshikhya Mandir, Plot No. A/4, Unit-IX, Bhubaneswar-751022 (2 acres)
executed on February 20.
% 29" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 23, 24 and 25 at Birtung, Puri.
** Nilachala Bani translated from Oriya to Bengali by Narayani Devi and published by NSS.
«* First edition of Pranati Shataka Part 3 was published.
+* Kabichanda Kalicharan Patnaik (Gurudas Bhai) died on 24" July at 11AM. He was involved
with NSS for 12 years.
1979 ¢ Bidhirakshya Sammilani held on Dola Purnima, March 13 at Birtung, Puri.
¢ Nilachala Saraswata Sangha Smruti Mandir (Kendra Aasana) established on August 8 (Sangha
Sebaka 24™ Year Part 2 Page 202, 25" Year Part 4 Page 436 and 26" Year Part 3).
+* Durga Charan Mohanty Bhai fell sick in Kalna Sarbabhouma Bhakta Sammilani.
1980 «* 30th Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 1 and 2 at Talcher Thermal,
Jagannathapur.
¢ Oriya translation of Shri Shri Nigamananda Katha Sangraha Part 1 was published.
+* Shri Shri Thakur’s used items were handed over by Surabala maa and Narayani maa to
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha.
+* Narayani Devi died on 26" Feb.
1981 ¢ 31% Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 18 and 19 at Birtung, Puri.
¢+ Second enhanced edition of Nilachala Bani was published.
** “Narayani”, a souvenier on the first death anniversary of Narayani Debi Maa was published.
1982 % 32" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 8 and 9 at Birtung, Puri.
¢ First edition of the Oriya translation of Vedanta Bibeka was published.
¢ Oriya translation of Tattwamala was published.
«* First edition of Guru Geeta was ready to be published but actually published after four years.
% Ekadashi Harichandan Bhai died on Nov 5.
1983 % 33" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 26 and 27 at Kakatapur, Puri.
¢ Oriya translation of Shri Shri Nigamananda Katha Sangraha Part 2 was published.
1984 +* Bidhirakshya session held on Magha Purnima at Biratunga, Puri.
1985 % 34™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 5 at Birtung, Puri.
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°e

7 X/
L X X4

5" Dec Saturday Margasira Krishna Dasami at 8.45pm Durga Charan Mohanty Bhai died at
Cuttack Hospital.

Premikaguru — Eka Adhyayan was published.

First edition of the Oriya translation of Shri Shri Nigamananda Jibana Prasanga Part 2 was
published.

1986

X3

AS

X/ X/
L X GIR X 4

35" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 23, 24 and 25 at Birtung, Puri.
First edition of Guru Geeta was published.
Construction of Satshikhya Mandir commences.

1987

X3

AS

X/
°e

X/ X/
L X GIR X 4

36" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 12, 13 and 14 at Satshikhya
Mandir, Bhubaneswar.

Governing body of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha decided during February 26 session at Puri
Smruti Mandir to open a library and reading room at Satshikhya Mandir.

Utkalare Thakur Shri Shri Nigamananda o Bhai Durgacharana Part 1 was published.

Hindi translation of Pilanka Nigamananda (Bachon Ka Nigamananda) was published.

1988

X3

AS

37" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 1, 2 and 3 at Nimapada, Puri.
Utkalare Thakur Shri Shri Nigamananda o Bhai Durgacharana Part 2 was published.

1989

X/ X/
AXAR X4

X3

*

X3

%

X/
°e

%

S

38" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 19, 20 and 21 at Balasore.
Chaitanya Charan Dash Bhai became President and Parichalak of NSS.

Utkalare Thakur Shri Shri Nigamananda o Bhai Durgacharana Part 3 was published.
Second and third parts of Shri Shri Nigamananda Kathamrita were translated to Oriya.
Swagatika magazine publication started from this year on the occasion of Utkal Pradeshika
Bhakta Sammilani.

1990

X3

*

X3

AS

39" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 8, 9 and 10 at Asureshwar.
For the 1* time a two day training session for Sebaka Mandali was held in Satshikhya Mandir.

1991

X/
°

X3

*

X3

AS

Nilachala Saraswata Sangha purchased land adjacent to Nilachala Kutira from Jiyar Swami
Matha.

Oriya translation of Bagudara Smruti was published.

Oriya translation of Sudhansubala was published.

40™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on January 29, 30 and 31 at Sambalpur.

1992

X/ X/
AXAR X4

7
X4

L)

Oriya translation of Nilachale Thakur Nigamananda Parts 1 and 2 were published.
41° Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held at Oupada, Kendrapara.

1993

X3

%

X/ X/
L X GIR X 4

42" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 5 to 7 at Jagatsinghpur.
Pratap Chandra Mohanty Bhai died on 15" March.
Raghunath Pati Bhai died at the age of 65 on 20" December at 5.58pm.

1994

X3

AS

X/ X/
L X GR X 4

X3

*

Oriya translation of Saraswata Matha o Swami Swarupananda was published.
43" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 25 to 27 at Rourkela.
Surabala maa (Surdhuni Saraswati) died at the age of 89 on 28" May at 2.48pm.
Nrupal Jee died at the age of 80 on 5™ October at 4.40am.

1995

X3

AS

44" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 14 to 16 at Chittol, Balaswar.

1996

X/
°e

45°% Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on February 3, 4 and 5 at Pattamundai.

1997

X3

*

46" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from 21 to 23" Feb at Baripada. Fire broke
out at 3.15pm on 23" Feb.

1998

X3

%

Swadhamagata Bhaktanka Smarane was published.
47" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from 10" to 11" Feb at Bhubaneswar.

1999

7 X/ X/
X IR X R X4

48™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held 30" Jan to 1% Feb at Brahmapur.
Shriman Mahaprabhu Shri Shri Gaurangadeb was published.
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7
L X4

Satshikhya Mandir Library was open for public.
Dec 5" Delhi Saraswata Sangha Aasana Mandir established at Hargovind Enclave, Chhatarpur.
Dec 29™ at 12.30pm Satyapriya Mohanty Bhai died at the age of 95.

2000 ¢ Oriya translation of Shri Shri Thakuranka Chithi Part 1 was published.
% 49" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from 18" to 20" Feb at Jagannathpur,
Talcher.
% Gopinath Singh Samant Bhai died on 7" December. He was earlier the Secretary of NSS.
2001 «* Oriya translation of Shri Shri Thakur Mahatmya was published.
** Smaraka Grantha, a commemorative publication on the 50" anniversary, Golden Jubilee
session, of Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani at Puri from 7" to 9™ February was published.
¢ Nigama Chetana Bikasha Sadhana Pathe Part 1 was published.
«* Oriya translation of Mayer Krupa was published.
+* Sadguru Swami Nigamananda, the English biography of Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj was
published by Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.
¢ Chaitanya Charan Das Bhai died at the age of 93 on 13" February at 1.30pm. He attended 50"
Sammilani few days ago.
2002 % 51 Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from 26™ to 28" February at Jaraka,
Dharmasala.
% Satshikhya Mandir main construction Ratna Muda work on 9" May.
** Nigama Chetana Bikasha Sadhana Pathe — Byasthi Sadhana/Gruha Sadhana Part 2 was
published.
«* Oriya translation of Shri Shri Thakuranka Chithi Part 2 was published.
¢ Oriya translation of Shri Shri Thakuranka Abhaya Bani was published.
¢ Utkaliya Bhaktamananka Pai Shri Shri Thakurankara Kete Goti Upadesha Bani was published.
«* Saraswata Madhuri magazine publication started from this year by America Saraswata
Sangha on the occasion of its annual conference of devotees.
< Onluly 12" Ratha Yatra seba at Puri started this year.
2003 % 52" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held on 15" to 17" February at Asureshwar.
«* Oriya translation of Shri Shri Thakuranka Chithi Part 3 was published.
«* Oriya translation of Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda Lila Prasanga Part 1 was published.
** Nigama Chetana Bikasha Sadhana Pathe Part 3 was published.
2004 % 53" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from February 4™ to 6" at Garasang,
Balasore.
2005 «* Prarthana Gitika Shataka Part 1 was published.
% 54™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from February 2310 25" at Begunia.
2006 %+ 55" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from February 12" to 14" at Badamba.
«* Shri Shri Guru Pranam was published.
«* Anathbandhu Pradhan bhai died on July 6" at the age of 79.
2007 ¢ Prarthana Gitika Shataka Part 2 was published.
* Shri Shri Guru Tattwamrutasindhu was published.
«* Jatismara Kahani was published.
% 56™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from 1% to 3™ Feb at Kurunti, Kendrapada.
¢ Three day training session for Kishore Sebakas (12 to 19 age) was started in Satsikhya Mandir.
2008 +¢* Oriya translation of Sadachara was published.
% 57" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from February 20" to 22" at Nimapada.
2009 % 58™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from 8" to 10" Feb at Jeypore, Koraput.
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** Padmaraga Jayanti Smaraka Grantha, a commemorative publication on the 75" anniversary
of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha published.

¢ Nigama Beena — Prathama Jhankara was published.

s Shri Shri Thakuranka Nutana Karmadharare Nilachala Saraswata Sangha was published.

% Swami Nigamananda for Young Readers was published.

¢ Ichhamani Devi died at the age of 105 on August 13" at 6.04pm (Janmastami day).

2010 % 59" Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani was held from January 29" to 31*" at Angul.
«* Jananitwara Bikasha was published.
2011 % 60™ Utkal Pradeshik Bhakta Sammilani (Diamond Jubilee session) was held from January 29"

to 31° at New Delhi.
Nigama Nibandhaabali was published.
Sadguru Swami Nigamananda Upadeshamrita — A Book of His Teachings/Gospels was

7 X/
L X X4

published.
«* Sadguru Swami Nigamananda (biography of Thakur Maharaj) in Kannada language was
published.
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5 FILED Deborah B.

Brook
J Register of Deads. Ora;gg éo NC
Recordin ?
NC Real slala X: $155 (o]}

NORTH CAROLINA
GENERAL WARRANTY DEED
Excise Tax: $156.00 Recording Time, Book and Page:
Tax Map No. 3.45..6 Parcel Identifier No: __ 9844-94-3580 ()

Mail after recording to: Sarah Canaday , 202 S, Fifth Street, Mebane, NC 27302
This instrument was prepared by: Sarah Canaday, Russ ¢ &mﬁiﬂ-j PuLLC

THIS DEED made this__24th __ day of __August _, 2010 _ by and between

GRANTOR
Jean K. Hicks, Trustee of the Jean Knight Hicks Irrevocable Trust Agreement Dated June 17, 2010

Mailing Address: 1853 Murphy Court Graham NC 27253

GRANTEE
America Saraswata Sangha
Property Address: S/S SR 1144 West Ten Road, Efland, NC 27243

Mailing Address: 101 Sundance Place Chapel Hill NC 27514

The designation Grantor and Grantee as used herein shall include said parties, their heirs, successors, and assigns, and shall include
singular, plural, masculine, feminine or neuter as required by context.

WITNESSETH, that the Grantor, for a valuable consideration paid by the Grantee, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged,
has and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the Grantee in fee simple, all that certain lot or parcel of land
and more particularly described as follows:

That certain tract or parcel of land located in Cheeks Township, Orange County, North Carolina, adjoining Carl Thomas
Hicks, SR #1144, West Ten Road, Kenan Ent., Inc., Gordon P. Hale, Marie C. Wilson, Troy Lloyd, Gary Lloyd, and
Donald T. Roundtree, Jr., and others, and being more particularly described as follows:

BEGINNING at an iron found corner with Carl Thomas Hicks and the Southern margin of the right of way for SR #1144;
thence with a curve having a radius of 723.94 ft., a length of 188.40 ft., a tangent of 94,73 and a chord of 187.86 with a
bearing of South 62-23-43 East and a delta of 14-54-37 to a right of way monument; thence continuing along the Southern
margin of West Ten Road, South 31-16-50 East 49.39 ft. to a right of way monument; thence continuing along said line of
West Ten Road, South 46-45-05 East 144.70 ft. to a right of way monument; thence continuing along said line of West Ten
Road, a curve with a radius of 441.97 ft., a length of 143.066 ft., a tangent of 67.55, a chord of 133.55, with a bearing of
South 53-35-06 East and a delta of 17-22-45 to an iron stake, corner with West Ten Road and Kenan Ent., Inc.; thence
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along the line of Kenan Ent., Inc., Gordon P. Hale, Marie C. Wilson, Troy Lloyd, and Gary Lloyd, South 02-38-34 West
712.58 ft. to an iron found, corner with Gary Lloyd and Donald T. Roundtree, Jr.; thence along the line of Donald T.
Roundtree, Jr., South 84-29-35 West 419.51 ft. to an iron found and control corner, corner with said Roundtree; thence
with the line of said Roundtree and Carl Thomas Hicks, North 02-27-17 East 1,060.77 ft. to the POINT OF BEGINNING
AND CONTAINING 8.619 ACRES, more or less, as shown on plat entitled "Plat of Survey For Jean K. Hicks", dated
March 14, 1996, as prepared by Michael R. Whitfield, R. L. S., reference to which is hereby made for a more complete
description of same.

All or a portion of the property hereinabove described was acquired by Grantor by instrument recorded in Book _ 4964 _, Page
451 ,_Orange County Registry.

A map showing the above described property is recorded in Plat Book ___, Page ___, and referenced within this instrument.
Does the above described property include the primary residence (yes/no) ? No

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid lot or parcel of land and all privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging to the Grantee
in fee simple.

And the Grantor covenants with the Grantee, that Grantor is seized of the premises in fee simple, has the right to convey the same in
fee simple, that title is marketable and free and clear of all encumbrances, and that Grantor will warrant and defend the title against
the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever except for the exceptions hereinafter stated.

Title to the property hereinabove described is subject to the following exceptions:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has hereunto set his hand and seal, or if corporate, has caused this instrument to be
signed in its corporate name by its duly authorized officer(s), the day and year first above written.

merl. : '- (g~ éx/ et (SEAL)
ntity Name) : J . Hicks, Trustee of the Jean Knight Hicks

IrggyOcable Trust Agreement Dated June 17, 2010

oy: _Bijoy Kumgy Sehoo BIGUY € . SweC  seay
Tide: __Presicient

By: GL:M&_ /Q&n.jaw DW.—'!::;’Q’L,{ é“{aﬂlﬂ -RQUW Mf.-aeg?’(sau)

Title: S&CV&*&J’?

(SEAL)

NORTH CAROLINA ALAMANCE _ COUNTY
I certify that the following person(s) personally a before me this day, each acknowledging to me that h e or she signed the
foregoing document: ean K. Hicks. Trustee of the Jear ght Hicks Irrevocable Trust Agreement Dated June 17, 2010

. Witness my hand and official stamp or seal, this the 2 , 200
My Commission Expires: L/’ Z-’ ZO/ L/
Notary Public ~

| SARAH CANADAY , o C 4

1 NOTARY PUBLIC Print Notary Name: __SG#4h CM&"&Z;{

| ALAMANCE COUNTY, NC

SRR e
NORTH CAROLINA ALAMANCE COUNTY RB5000 328 2/3

————

I certify that the following person(s) personally appeared before me this day, each acknowledging to me that h e or she signed the
foregoing document: (10 . ;;._.; [ ﬁbﬁ;ga QMM# . Witness my hand and official
stamp or seal, thisthe __ 24 day of Aug s , 20{0
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Jayaguru

Young Aspirants’ Section

America Saraswata Sangha will observe its tenth Sammilani (annual get-together of
devotees) in August 2011. The first was held in Minnesota in the basement of Gyana Bhai and Sibani
Dwibedy Maa’s residence in Savage, Minnesota. A very sincere but very modest attempt to meet
the assembled children in the backyard playground and tell them a little about Thakur Nigamananda
has grown to something very joyous, a very distinct feature of our Sangha in America. Even though
we begin our Sangha’s identification with “America”, we have members both in India and in the
United Kingdom. Given the virtual nature of our Sangha worship we have had visitors join us via the
internet and through telephones from as far as Saudi Arabia and Australia.

So what is distinct about the children who are part of our Sangha and also have their own
unique Sangha within the Sangha? They started as Kids’ Program or Sangha and soon elevated
themselves to the Young Aspirants. They met once a month as Kids’ Sangha and now meet twice a
month on the first and the third Sundays after the regular Sangha Puja. The Kids’ Program in the
beginning had a few children and only a handful adult Bhais and Maas, but now the Young Aspirants
are a large and cohesive group, with their unique identity and voice, and attract a wider section of
the Sangha. It will not be an exaggeration to say that the kids’ session now attracts as much interest
and attention as the meetings of the adults. There is consensus amongst us all that we all learn — the
young and not-so-young — from the proceedings and the question-answer sessions and the adults
are generally wonderstruck by some of the questions posed and the simple truths shared by our
young counterparts. May be, we as adults tend to make life’s simple truths — like Thakur’s teachings
and instructions - way more complex than it is. Or, they should be. And these much younger
devotees make it simple and obvious, what appears to the adult mind incomprehensible or so
apparently complex. While the adults go through a standard, lengthy, detailed process to raise funds
to construct a much desired and wished-for Aasana Mandir (a place of worship to house our Thakur
in the United States), a very young girl took her birth-day gift and combined it with her monthly
allowance, bought some beads and strings from a local store, and made beautiful page-holders for
books, which she used to raise funds at one of the Sammilanis. Thus, the first dollar for the Aasana
Mandir was raised by a Young Aspirant. We as adults have certainly been very good in expressing
our intent, while the young aspirants have taken the first tangible step towards accomplishing our
goal. They showed us the path to act.

Again to the topic of what is unique or distinct about the Young Aspirants. It is generally
accepted by the adult members of America Saraswata Sangha that our Thakur’s younger devotees
seem to be generally way more aware, and even more disciplined than their parents when they
were young. The young devotees know more about Thakur and his teachings. They also know more
about world religions in general and about Hinduism, the chosen path of their parents. They also
can sit in one place and hold their attention longer than their parents when they were of their age
and since then also. Their parents did not know much thus did not know what to ask. The young
aspirants tend to ask questions that escape the well-read adult mind and occasionally answer
questions posed with responses that are unique and in conformity with generally accepted human
principles and in accordance with the theme of eternal religion propagated by our very own Thakur
Nigamananda.
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The adults in the America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) have been very diligent in supporting
the programs and the activities of the Kids’ Program which in its new Kalebara (reincarnation) is the
Young Aspirants group. In this we adults also owe a debt of gratitude to the younger members. Our
effort to fill the need of the Kids’ Program led the Sangha to complete its first book which was
subsequently published by our parent organization Nilachala Saraswata Sangha, Puri, India. After
the adult members finished editing and compiling the narration of events and stories from Thakur’s
life and times, the young aspirants gave the final touch to “Thakur Nigamananda for Young Readers”
by reviewing the book for both readability and for appropriateness.

My own treks with my mother to Jobra Aasana Mandir in Cuttack, India on select Sundays,
usually once a month, was primarily to run around with the other kids and to do pranam (bow down
to Thakur) in the beginning and in the end and at the end of the day to eat my fill the delicious
Prasad (the divine feast) that miraculously always outlasts the numbers in attendance and/or their
appetite. | soon graduated to serve by being allowed to distribute salt and pepper (the hotter kind),
fill glasses with drinking water, and then pick up the leaf plates after the meal was over. | learnt to
love Thakur from the love dispensed by his adult disciples and also from their care and concern
about my wellbeing. Sometimes it was from their strictures and their emphasis on discipline and
structure. | have now retraced my steps to my Sangha, so far away from where | was born and
raised, made possible through the forgiving and the benevolent love of our Thakur, and by the
affection and the love of all Gurubhais and Maas of my Sangha. | am as ignorant as | was when |
tagged along with my mother to Jobra Aasana Mandir. But the depth and the spread of the affection
and the bonding has both intensified and redoubled. The joy of my childhood remains intact. The
young aspirants in our Sangha show all the normal signs of a Bijoy Bhai in Jobra or a Gyana Bhai in
Rourkela but they seem to be a lot more knowledgeable and erudite than Bijoy Bhai ever was, or,
even aspired to.

Today it is my prayer that the Young Aspirants stay young and with all their varied
accomplishments in life and in professions they stay aspirants forever, effortlessly seeking the un-
understood joy of wanting to know and yet accepting that their joy comes from wanting to know
and not from knowing. At the heart of loving is accepting. Wanting to know and understand
enhances and complements, it strengthens this acceptance, this need to stay wonderstruck, and
young forever. Let our Thakur’s choicest blessings be showered on all!! Let us try to be good human
beings that he has asked us to be.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Bijoy Sahoo
President, America Saraswata Sangha

You are the One

You are the support of my life which | believe with my closed eyes
Because you are the one,
My soul protector and whose very nature is bliss.

Always think of you, being happy or in trouble
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Because you are the one
Who could solve for me any painful puzzle!

Have profound faith in you and in your power
Because you are the one
Who would never leave me when | cry and cower?

| get peace when | chant your name
Because you are the one
Who keeps reminding me | am not alone in this grievous game.

My loved Thakur! Pray you always be stay by my side
Because you are the one
With whom my entire life will be a ripple-less ride.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Devangi Samal

My Experience with the Bhumi Pooja

On August 24™, 2010 by Shri Shri Thakur’s blessings, America Saraswata Sangha bought a
land to build the Aasana Mandir in Efland, North Carolina. Before the land was purchased, my
grandfather, my dad and | went to look at it in July 2010. This land has lots of trees. On September
11% 2010, (Shri Ganesh Chaturthi) there was a Bhumi Pooja on the new land. When we reached
there, around 11:00 AM in the morning, we had to find a small clearing to perform the Bhumi Pooja.
We spread large mats on the ground for everyone to sit. | came to know that a Bhumi Pooja needs
to be performed before starting the construction of a home or building. Usually, the time is chosen
according to Vaastu Muhurtham. Vaastu Muhurtham is the time when the energy surrounding the
site is believed to be in full strength (Vaastu Purusha). During the Bhumi Pooja, there was a Havan.
After the Havan we stuck a stick in the ground and surrounded it with stones, symbolizing Vaastu.
Then we had a Jayaguru nama kirtan as everyone circled the Vaastu. Later we looked around and
explored the land. We saw some iron sticks with orange markers attached, showing where the
Aasana Mandir land began and ended. Previously, a soil scientist dug large holes to see if it is safe to
make a septic tank without any hazards.

Every time when my family and | go to attend pathachakra puja in a Bhai or Maa’s house, we
always stop by and do pranam in the land. This year we are not able to celebrate Sammilani in the
Aasana Mandir because the construction is still in progress. In every Young Aspirants’ session, | give
a special pranami towards the building of Aasana Mandir as suggested by Bijoy Bhai. By Thakur’s
blessings, next year, we will have Sammilani in the Aasana Mandir.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Bedaprakash Ray (Gyan)
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A Prayer to Shri Shri Thakur

The world is a vicious ocean,
And | keep getting swept by the illusion,
But you are the little boat I sit in,
You guide me in this sea of deception.
| gaze at your perfect eyes,
And how they radiate enlightenment,
| want to receive this radiance too.
| wonder at your iridescent aura,
And how it fills me with infinite joy,
| could not see before, but | know it is true.
The only light | should follow is you.
The world is a vicious ocean,
And | keep getting swept by the illusion,
But you are the little boat I sit in,
You guide me in this sea of deception.
| listen to your soft, kind words,
And how they are enriched with wisdom,
| pray that they will make me wise as well.
I bow in front of your blessing hand,
And how | feel so small in front of your love,
| never knew before, but know | can tell,
When | join my hands, you enter my heart and swell.
The world is a vicious ocean,
And | keep getting swept by the illusion,
But you are the little boat I sit in,
You guide me in this sea of deception.
| touch your lotus feet,
And remember that | do make mistake,
| stumble, and | can only beg for forgiveness,
| feel your boundless compassion,
And remember that | am on a journey,
| hope, one day soon, | can reflect your gentleness,
And be able to absorb a fraction of your brightness.
The world is a vicious ocean,
And | keep getting swept by the illusion,
But you are the little boat I sit in,
You guide me in this sea of deception.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa

Ragini Mohanty
Bolton, England, UK
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My Experiences

Last year, AMSAS started its journey of building Thakur’s Aasana Mandir here in the United
States. It was quite exciting being part of it. On Thakur’s birthday, Thakur signed the contract for the
land in Efland, NC and we were one step closer to building the Aasana Mandir. Since then many of
the Bhais have been discussing the layout of the Mandir with many builders. | know that Thakur is
helping us with this, and with His grace, soon the Mandir will be built.

Also, last year | applied for the Parichaya Patra. It was a new experience for me. After |
received the Parichaya Patra, | felt like Thakur really had initiated me as His disciple, and now | was a
member of Thakur’s Sangha. | try to read the Parichaya Patra everyday, and as | read | am reminded
by Thakur, of my duties. By reading the Parichaya Patra everyday, | am starting to decipher more
and more of what Thakur has said to the Maas.

This year | had entered an essay for a competition. The theme was, “Together we can ...” |
used some of the ideas that Pramod Bhai had suggested for this essay. Through this, | learned just
how similar all the religions of the world are. It also helped me to gain more acceptances of other
religions.

All religions in essence are one. There are many examples. For instance, three different
people go to a pond to get some water and each refers to water with a different name. One person
calls it ‘aqua’, another person calls it ‘H,0’, and the other person calls it ‘water’. When they all
return from getting water from the pond, they realize that they were all referring to the same thing.
Like this example, we are all referring to our spiritual beliefs with a different name.

Another example of this is that four climbers climb up a mountain. Each climber starts at a
different side of the mountain, but each has the same destination —the center at the top of the
mountain. However, each climber assumes that all the other climbers have a different destination,
since they all start at different points. When they all reach the top, they realize that all of them had
the same destination. This logic is very much identical to religions. The only difference between all
the religions is that the name and the path (the customs and rituals that are followed) are different.
These are two of Pramod Bhai’s examples that helped me to see the unity of all religions of the
world.

Once in sixth grade, my social studies teacher had talked to us about how and when you
truly accept a religion, you get a fluttery feeling in your body that almost uplifts you, makes you feel
free of the burdens existing on the earth. This was the very same feeling that | experienced when |
was filling out the application for Parichaya Patra. It made me feel free like a bird flying in the blue
sky, like a flower blossoming, pure happiness. It felt like Thakur was now residing in me. Such a
great feeling it was! It made me really feel that Thakur had initiated me as His disciple. Then by
looking at Thakur’s picture after that, | could catch a glimpse of a slight smile on His radiant face.
This showed me how much Thakur loves everyone. For this, | will surrender to His lotus feet and let
His wishes be my path in life.

All of these events helped me gain more knowledge about our religion. Many people think
that our religion is so complex that it cannot be summarized in two to three sentences; it would
rather take paragraphs to summarize. However, | do not think our religion is extremely complex. It
is just put together by what we believe to be — nothing more, nothing less. So, if | were to
summarize what our religion was based on, | would use Mahatma Gandhi’s prominent statement,
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“My religion is based on truth and non-violence. Truth is my God. Non-violence is the means of
realizing Him.”

This is truly the beauty of Hinduism. Therefore, | consider myself to be grateful to be a
follower of Hinduism, a disciple of Shri Shri Thakur and to express my gratefulness, all | can say is,
“Jayaguru”!

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreya Prabhakar

My experience in Ekamra Sangha

As my mother used to worship Shri Shri Thakur every morning and evening, it was obvious
for me to know Him from my very childhood. But, | never took any interest to know who He was. |
used to go to Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar, sometimes with my mother during Mahila
Pujas. My main attraction there was to play with my cousins and of course, the Prasad, which was
very delicious. One day, | was sitting with my mother, | heard Hema Maa telling a story that touched
me a lot. The story was about a prince who was kidnapped by a robber when he was a baby. The
robber hid the prince in a dark cave in a jungle. As he grew up, while playing in the cave he saw a ray
of light and followed it. He had never seen the outer world. The robber was away so he got the
opportunity to sneak out. He saw an astrologer. The astrologer seeing the boy said, “You are the
prince of this nation.” But, the boy was not ready to accept as he knew the robber as his father. The
astrologer showed him his real father’s (the king’s) picture and convinced him that he was the
prince. The prince knowing his real self was desperate to return to his own home, the palace. He
asked the astrologer the way to get away from the robber. The astrologer told him to get out from
the cave for sometime everyday and return. As time passed, increase the time of staying out by
some hours today, daily to week then to month so that the robber would not suspect him. Then one
day he could go to palace without the robber knowing about it. The prince followed the path the
astrologer had shown him and returned to the palace. Then Hema Maa described that we all are the
prince and Shri Shri Thakur is the astrologer. The time we do prayer or join pujas are no different
than the time the prince spent in the outer world. Hence, through prayer every morning and
evening, and by joining pujas we are preparing ourselves to return to our own home, which is near
Shri Shri Thakur.

This story answered a lot of questions those popped into my mind a lot of time. It also
inspires me to do my prayers and read the books of Thakur.
Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Abheepsa Nanda

Thakur and |

| like to go to Sammilani, because | like to play the tambourine and the gini. | like to play with
my friends and play lots of games like hide and seek. | like to play with the computer. Sometimes, |
read the book Sadguru Swami Nigamananda for Young Readers. Before | go to school, | tell Thakur
that | am going to school. After | come home from school, | let Thakur know what happened at
school that day. | help my dad in the puja and play the gini while my dad does the arati. When | am
older I will learn Thakur’s songs.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shashwat Prabhakar
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Seba

Shri Shri Thakur has three main objectives that He wanted us to fulfill. These include
propagating Sanatan Dharma, spreading Satshikhya (true education) and performing Jiba Seba with
Shiva Gyana (seba to the world). | am going to focus on seba, what it is and how we can do it by
following Thakur’s objectives.

Seba is mainly serving all living beings considering that it is being performed to Shri Shri
Thakur Himself. This includes helping, charity, making a difference, making others happy, etc. There
are many ways to perform seba that one can do at anytime in his/her life. Academically, many
schools and colleges now require students to do a certain amount of community service. When
doing seba to anybody, whether donating food or helping in a hospital, we must think that we are
doing seba to Shri Shri Thakur.

Many times, Swami Swarupananda, an ardent disciple of Shri Shri Thakur, went on trips to
many places to do seba. As he was a doctor, he treated many patients. In 1908, a flood occurred in
Damodar, Rupanarayan, and Ajaya Rivers. In the aftermath of this flood, there was a great deal of
damage and the affected people needed help. Initially, Shri Shri Thakur thought of sending money
to help. However, later, everyone came to know that volunteers were preferred over financial
contributions. Subsequently, Swami Swarupananda and a group of inmates from Saraswata Math
traveled to that flood affected area to help. Before they started the travel, Shri Shri Thakur advised,
“When you are helping the diseased and poor, at that time just think that you are doing your own
Thakur’s seba. Don’t think that they are just ordinary people; just think about doing their seba. No
matter how diseased they are, still carry out their seba as if your own Shri Shri Thakur is the one
who is diseased and needs help.” (Source: Saraswata Math and Swami Swarupananda)

Seba is only successful if it is performed thinking that God is receiving the seba through that
person. While doing seba, one should not think about the religion, ethnicity, or status of the person.
One should not keep such differences in mind. To perform seba, one does not necessarily require
money, but needs determination. Shri Shri Thakur said, “Selfless seba is ideal.” Everyone does seba,
whether they know it or not. Some examples of seba students can do in the US are:

e Visiting a Homeless Shelter and Serving Food

e Volunteering at a Nursing Home or Senior Center

e Providing Food to Food Banks

e Giving Aid (sending food, clothes, money, etc.) to areas affected by natural disasters
e Helping Patients in Hospitals (reading books, playing games, making crafts)

e Helping Environment (cleaning roads and parks and picking litter and trash)

e Any other volunteer work

| have been involved in some volunteer work as a part of academic requirements in middle
school.

There are many ways to accomplish seba at home. For example, | sometimes set up the
evening puja for Shri Shri Thakur or help my parents do that. | do this by picking flowers from the
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yard, watering plants, making garlands, and helping my dad in gardening flowers. Also, | help my
parents when they ask me to do something. After evening puja, | sometimes wash Shri Shri Thakur’s
dishes and keep everything organized.

In Sammilani, | take part in a few seba such as ananda sabha, cutting vegetables, cleaning,
baby seating, and sangeeta seba, and expect to participate in other activities.

There are many benefits of doing seba. Doing seba will increase generosity and devotion. It
will help get rid of arrogance and ego. In addition, it will help in utilizing time properly. Seba will
increase patience of the doer and one’s attachment with God. It will also keep the mind purified and
clean.

In conclusion, seba is helping others just like they are Shri Shri Thakur. When doing seba, one
should think he/she is performing that seba to Thakur. Doing seba has benefits for the sebaka or
sebika and whoever seba is being performed on. | pray Shri Shri Thakur to give courage, strength,
and devotion to fulfill His objectives given to us.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Saumyashree Ray

My experience in Young Aspirants Session

On the day June 5™ 2011, it was my pali in the Young Aspirants Session. We read about one
of the “Divine Acts of Thakur Nigamananda”. The incident in the story took place during the gt
Bhakta Sammilani, when one of Thakur’s disciples proposed to Thakur that he along with Bhuban
Bhai and two more people accompany Thakur to Joydebpur, Dhaka, where the Sammilani was
taking place. On the trip to Joydebpur, Thakur knowingly encountered some spirits in a haunted
guesthouse, but he also took care of his disciples who were frightened. In the end, Thakur gave the
villagers nearby the solution to provide peace to the ghosts. When | first read the story | felt scared
of the ghosts, but eventually | became relieved that Thakur is with us in every step of our life. When
| was small, | used to be afraid of the dark but my mother told me to chant “Jayaguru” while | was
trying to sleep with the lights off. My mother also told me that Thakur is with us all the time guiding
us and taking care of us. We need to believe in Him. Now | understand what she meant. Suddenly, a
guestion popped into my mind: Is everybody in the world Thakur’s children? The answer is “Yes”.
The problem is that most of us do not realize it. The day we realize it, we will not have any fear. |
feel pity for those who do not know Thakur. We are so lucky to be Thakur’s children from our very
birth.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Abheepsa Nanda

* + 5+ *
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My Experiences with Shri Shri Thakur

| am very lucky to be born into Thakur’s family. From the very beginning, | have been
watching my mother doing Thakur’s puja. | always enjoy sitting with my mother while she does arati
and chants the prayers. | often pitch in to help my mother with the puja- decorating Thakur with
flowers and singing Thakur songs.

While | was in America, | attended Young Aspirant’s session regularly. However, when | came
to Bangalore, because of the time difference, | could not join the Young Aspirants Session regularly.
But | continued to learn about Thakur through the Young Aspirant’s session. | missed all my friends
in America, but now | attend the Bangalore Saraswata Sangha regularly and made new friends here.
Now, | have started to read Thakur’s books. They are very interesting and | enjoy reading them.

Whenever | feel scared, | chant Jayaguru and get the strength to overcome my fears. When |
do Thakur’s seba, it will make Thakur happy. And that makes me happy.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Ankit Swain
Bangalore, India

What does Thakur mean to me?

What does Thakur means to me? Well, he represents God, guiding me through good or bad
times. He also means the light of my life. He means everything | do. Everything | do reminds me of
him. When I'm in troubled times | remember him and he shows hope. In the good times | remember
how he has helped me. Everyday and night | do Puja. | also sing prayers with my mom. Also, |
change Thakur’s drinking water and light his lamp. Everyday, before | leave home | do moondia and
ask for his help, “Thakur guide me through my troubling times”. For example, during my EOG (End-
of-Grade) test as | never had taken the Science Test or when | was very sick for 2 weeks. | also go to
other homes for Puja and to the Sammilani. | go to these places with father because | like spending
time with Thakur, friends and family.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Udayan Senapati

You do not know how to pray. For that matter your prayer is misplaced and bears no result. You fail
to understand what really your heart desires. You are also unable to hold the idea which will bring
welfare and glory to you. You also lose and forfeit your major demands by asking and praying for
various petty, trivial and worthless worldly things. If you have anything to pray, pray for firm belief.
Dependence and surrender will automatically come next. What more will you then require? You will
attain Jnana, Prema, Bhakti and everything. So | tell you - trust me, depend on me and leave the
entire burden and load unto me. Then you will have nothing to pray for and beg. You need not pray; |
shall arrange everything for you. You will then live in utmost peace and happiness.
- Shri Shri Thakur
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Ameriea Saraswata Sangha

2010 Fiscal Report

* Sammilani Expense

YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly $5,640.00
Food $968.62
Decoration $98.63
Miscellaneous (Puja Items etc.) $64.36
NSS Representative's Visit $971.70
Sadharana Sabha Guest $487.80
Van Rental (including Gas) $403.75
Total $8,634.86

1t SJSSM Class Puja Expense

Food $443.98

Income

Annual Pranami from Sangha Members $1,425.00
Sammilani Delegate Fee $1,400.00
Sammilani & SISSM Lodging Fee $6,340.00
Sammilani Padasana Pranami $222.75
Magazine Sale $504.00
Pledge for Aasana Mandir Construction $109,189.32
2011 Sammilani Aabahaka Pranami $1,326.00
Parichaya Patra Application Pranami $6,680.20
Mailing Cost Reimbursement Collection $24.84
SJSSM Annual Pranami for NSS $720.00
SJSSM Class Puja Delegate Fee $480.00
SJSSM Class Puja Padasana Pranami $89.00
NC Pathachakra Padasana Pranami $324.05
Resale of Leftover Iltems (grocery items) $93.70
Narayan Seba Pranami for NSS $3,587.00
Matha Centennial Pranami $2,651.00
Gruhasan Pranami for NSS $30.00
Pranami for Begunia Sangha $5,000.00
Other Pranami $321.62
Interest from CD Account in Bank $128.69
Total $140,537.17
Expense

Pranami to NSS with Parichaya Patra $6,680.18
Sammilani Padasana Pranami to NSS $222.75
SJSSM Class Padasana Pranami to NSS $89.00
Narayan Seba Pranami to NSS $3,587.00
Matha Centennial Pranami $2,651.00
NC Pathachakra Pada Pranami to NSS $324.05
Pranami to NSS for Begunia Sangha $5,000.00
Gruhasan Pranami to NSS $30.00
Sammilani Expense * $8,634.86
Magazine Production $455.00
Aasana Mandir Land Purchase $79,206.85
Aasana Mandir Construction $1,625.00
Mailing Expense — Magazines $24.84
SJSSM Annual Pranami to NSS $720.00
SJSSM Class Puja Expense 3= $443.98
Bank Fee $37.00
Total $109,731.51
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2010 Sammilani Photos
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Directory of Bhaktas in ‘America Saraswata Sangha’ and their Family Members

Sl Name Introduction
No
1 | Aditya Narayan Tripathy | | came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Late Gobinda Ch. Tripathy
Sasmita Mishra and Mrs. Urmila Tripathy of Sunabeda Sangha. — Aditya bhai
Child:
Arushi
2 | Amitav Dash With HIS blessings, both of us were born in Thakur's families, know and worship
Padmini Dash Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj as our GOD(Sadguru) since childhood through the
Child: influence, diection and inspiration of Shrimat Swami Trigunananda Saraswatijee. -
Saraswat Amitav Bhai
3 | Anjana Aruk | came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Late Harish Chandra
Diptish Kumar Aruk Samantaray and Mrs. Manjusha Samantaray, members of Balasore Saraswata
Children: Sangha. — Anjana maa
Adyasha & Dibyam
4 | Anup Kalia | came to know Thakur from my childhood through my parents Shiba Prasad Kalia
and Late Kakali Kalia members of Rourkela Saraswata Sangha.l was also a member
of Rourkela Saraswata Sangha. In fact my entire paternal side is associated with
Thakur. — Anup bhai
5 | Ashwini Kumar Nayak | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Narayan Nayak and Pravati
Sanghmitra Nayak Nayak. They are the members of Balasore Saraswata Sangha. — Ashwini bhai
Children:
Ashmita & Ansh
6 | Bani Prasanna Mohanty | knew Shri Shri Thakur through my parents: Braja Kishore Mohanty and Kalyani
Debashree Mohanty Mohanty, who are from Cuttack Sangha. — Bani bhai
Children:
Minakshee & Amrita
7 | Barada Kanta Nayak | started accompanying my parents, Rasa Bihari Nayak and Meena Kumari Nayak
Sonia Mohanty to Puri Smruti Mandir from my early childhood. — Barada bhai
8 | Bibhuti Kumar Sahoo | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Bairagi charan Sahoo and
Sangeeta Sahu Shantilata Sahoo of Nayagarh Sangha. — Bibhuti bhai
9 | Bijoy Kumar Sahoo Through my mother Ketaki Maa. | started accompanying my mother as a child to
Ratna Jena the Cuttack Jobra Sangha. — Bijoy bhai
Children:
Mohit & Lara
10 | Binaya Kumar Sahoo | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Bairagi charan Sahoo and
Shibani Sahu ( Aru) Shantilata Sahoo of Nayagarh Sangha. — Binaya bhai
Children:
Arush & Aron
11 | Biswajit Sundar Ray | knew Shri Shri Thakur from my grandfather Late Balabhadra Sundar Ray and
Smitarani Sundar Ray parents Basanta Kumar Sundar Ray and Minita Manjari Sundar Ray of Begunia
Children: Shakha Sangha. — Biswajit bhai
Saumyashree &
Bedaprakash
12 | Biswaranjan Das | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents, specifically from my father as he
Lipika Das is the first to explore Thakur. | used to go to Cuttack Jobra Sangha.
Child: — Biswaranjan bhai
Yukta
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13 | Brajendra Panda I know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj since childhood; my grandfather, late Biswanath
Rashmi Rekha Panda Panda was a member of Kendupatna Shakha Sangha. —Braja bhai
Child:

Brij Gopal

14 | Brundaban Sahoo | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of
Padmagandha Sahoo Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. — Padma maa
Child:

Aditi

15 | Chinmaya Patro | came to know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj from my Parents (Bhabani Patro Maa,

Lipika Rani Patro Rajeswar Patro bhai from Angul Sakha Sangha). | used to attend Jagannathpur
Sakha Sangha. | am a member of the same sakha sangha. Lipika Maa, after
marriage, became a member of Saraswata family through Jagannathpur Sakha
Sangha. — Chinmaya bhai

16 | Debashis Dash I am very lucky to be born in Shri Shri Thakurmaharaj's family and came to know
Prachi Shrivastava about Him from my parents Dr. Jagannath Dash and Mrs. Sudhanjali Dash (of

Bhubaneswaar sangha), and my grandparents, Mr. Manmohan Dash, late Mrs.
Kamala Dash (of Balasore sangha), Mr. Satyabadi Rath, and Mrs. Sasikala Rath (of
Rourkela sangha). | have been attending sangha puja in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela since | was a kid and | was a member of the Kendra Sebaka Sangha
before coming to the US. — Debashis bhai

17 | Debi Prasad Das | came to know about Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj through my mother Mrs. Bina Das

involvement with Ekamra Saraswata Sangha and Biranchi Bhai (Biranchi Kumar
Rath) and started accompanying them to go ashram from my early childhood
days.

18 | Devi Prasad Samal | came to know more about and got influenced with Shri Shri Thakur through my
Snigdha Sahu mother Mrs. Abanti Samal’s involvement with Saraswata Sangha, though my
Children: Father Mr. Krishna Chandra Samal followed her later. — Devi bhai

Devangi & Siddharth

19 | Debaranjan Swain | knew Shri Shri Thakur from my father Late Basanta Kumar Nayak of Asureswar
Suchitra Swain (Leena) Sangh, Asureswar, Cuttack — Leena maa
Children:

Abhishek & Ankit

20 | Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy We know Shri Shri Thakur from our parents, Dola Govinda and Malati Dwibedy,
Sibani Dwibedy and Nrushinha and Bidyabati Panda from Rourkela Saraswata Sangha. — Gyan bhai
Children:

Swati & Shreya

21 | Iswar Chandra Biswal We came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Mr Sridhar Biswal and Mrs
Pranjya Paramita Nayak Manasi Biswal who are member of Sambalpur and Pattamundia Sangha
Child: respectively. — Iswar bhai

Prashid

22 | Jnaneendra Nanda We came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Late Raghunath Pati and
Anuradha Nanda Bishnupriya Pati of Ekamra Saraswata Sangha. — Anuradha maa
Child:

Abheepsa

23 | Mahesh Prasad | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my father late Sisir Kumar Choudhury of
Choudhury Berhampur Sangha. - Mahesh bhai
Rasmi Nayak
Child:

Avipsa
24 | Mahesh Vallamsetty | know Thakur from my parents, Dr. Samiran Patnaik and Dr. Surekha Devi, who

Chinmayee Patnaik
Child:
Tanvi

are members of Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. - Chinmayee maa
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25 | Monalisa Jena | came to know Sri Sri Thakur Maharaj through my parents, Bhagaban Chandra
Jena and Manorama Jena, and my maternal grandparents, Balaram Bhadra and
Bhanu Prava Bhadra. My parents belong to Kendra Sangha, Satsikhya Mandir,
Bhubaneswar. —Monalisa maa
26 | Prabhakar Bai I’'m grateful to know about Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Shri Shyamabandhu
Smitarani Bai Pagada and Smt. Bijaylaxmi Pagada of Nayagarh Sangha. —Smita maa
Children:
Shreya & Shashwat
27 | Priyadarshi Sahoo | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of
Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. — Priyadarshi bhai
28 | Pruthwiraj Sahoo I came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of
Ipseeta Sahoo Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. — Pruthwiraj bhai
Child:
Rishabh
29 | Rabi Narayan Tripathy | came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Late Gobinda Ch. Tripathy
Geeta Dash and Mrs. Urmila Tripathy of Sunabeda Sangh. — Rabi bhai
Children:
Alok & Anshul
30 | Rabin Mohanty | know Thakur from my parents, Dr. Samiran Patnaik and Dr. Surekha Devi, who
Lipsita Patnaik are members of Cuttack Saraswata Sangha at Cuttack. - Lipsita maa
Child:
Ragini
31 | Rambollabha Mohapatra | | came to know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj from my parents-in-law. My mother-in-
Kalpana Dash law and late father-in-law belong to the Bhubaneswar Sangha. — Rama bhai
Children:
Ashutosh & Sweta
32 | Sandip Mohapatra | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Ketaki maa. — Dipti maa
Dipti Mohapatra
Children:
Sarthak & Sanat
33 | Sanujit Senapati | came to know Shri Shri Thakur briefly in my childhood and youth years from
Annalisa Senapati Nrupal Ji Bhai, who was like a grandfather to me. In my adult life, | came in close
Children: touch with Shri Shri Thakur through Pallabita Maa. However, my true introduction
Udayan, Ariana, to Shri Shri Thakur was through my participation and membership of America
Maya & Sumitra Saraswata Sangha. —Sanujit bhai
34 | Shiba Prasad Jena | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my grandmother late Srimati Sachhi Devi of
Sudhansubala Jena Asureswar Sakha Sangha. — Sudhansubala maa
Child:
Aryaan
35 | Simanchal Sahu | came to know SriSriThakur Maharaj by birth. My father late Sri Basant Kumar
Sahu, my mother Jayanti Sahu and our family are member of Balangir Town
Sangha. — Simanchal bhai
36 | Saumendra Das | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Krushna Chandra Das and
Nirmala Das of Balikuda sangha.
37 | Soumya Parida | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Sudhansu Kumar Parida and

Gitanjali Parida of Jagannathpur Sakha Sangha.
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38 | Sitakanta Mohanty I knew Shri Shri Thakur from my uncle Sudhanshu Sekhar Das and aunt Manorama
Sibani Mohanty Das of Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar. — Sibani maa
Banalata Mohanty
Child: | knew Shri Shri Thakur from my sister-in-law Manorama Das Maa. | have been
Sarthak worshiping Thakur since 1961. — Banalata maa
39 | Subrat Kumar Nayak | came to know about Shri Shri Thakur, while | was roaming in book stalls at
Sushri Sangita Subudhiray | Cuttack Book Fair during year 1992. Then | joined Cuttack Saraswata Sangha as a
Child: visitor for 1 Year, after that I am continuing as a Member of Nilachala Saraswata
Shriyans Sangha. —Subrat bhai
40 | Sudeepta Khuntia (Pinku) | | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Late Kshirod ch Khuntia and Mrs.
Sasmita Sahoo Santilata Khuntia of Jaraka Sakha Sangha. —Sudeepta bhai
41 | Usha Agarwal | came to Shri Thakur through my mausi Shakuntala Maa and her family. Her
house was a second home to me as | was very close to her children, my cousins.
During my vacations | literally lived there. | attended the Sangha Puja at Ekamra
Sangha and the Morning and Evening Puja sessions at Aasana Mandir at her home.
Later, | requested Pati Bhai to accept me as a Sangha member. —Usha maa
42 | Vedamati Upadhyay | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Santanu Kumar Upadhyay and
Subhasish Nanda Tapasi Upadhyay.They are the members of Baripada Sakha Sangha.
Child: — Vedamati maa
Shreyasee

*BIESIED K

America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Office bearer’s Contact Information:

Bijoy Kumar Sahoo, President
101 Sundance Place

Chapel Hill, NC 27514, USA
Home: (919) 768-0403

Cell:  (919) 819-6998

Email: bijoysahoo@yahoo.com

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy, Secretary
4909 Austin Healey PI

Glen Allen, VA 23059, USA
Home: (804) 360-4109

Cell: (612) 219-0396

Email: gyand@yahoo.com

Brajendra Panda, Treasurer
2531 N. Norwich Lane
Fayetteville, AR 72703, USA
Home: (479) 443-8024
Cell:  (479) 409 6449
Office: (479) 575-2067
Email: bpanda@uark.edu

One should never retreat from the path of truth and right living. The result of predestined prarabdha
is to be accepted calmly. You perform the duty of an ideal husband and father and finally get settled
as an ideal householder. | also bear the burden of guru-hood for this holy desire. | wait with the
earnest desire for the vision of God in the heart of every disciple. Let your arms be strong and your
- Shri Shri Thakur

heart be filled with devotion.
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