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Jayaguru

Dedication of our Asana Mandira at Efland, NC, USA

It is due to the divine blessings of our Guru Thakur Nigamanada that we are able to gather the
thoughts of so many disciples and present them through this annual publication of ours —
Saraswata Madhuri. This is also a momentous year for us as we embark on a new chapter in the
life of America Saraswata Sangha by constructing a permanent place of worship for our beloved
Thakur. It is our fervent desire that we remain true to the teachings of our Thakur and our main
Sangha in Odisha, India. We will make every effort, both individually and collectively, both in words
and in deeds, to exemplify what is expected of us as devotees of Thakur Nigamanada.

America Saraswata Sangha will continue to pray for and seek guidance and inspiration from the
main branch Nilachala Saraswata Sangha at Puri in India. Each and every one of us believes that the
construction of the place of worship at 3514 West Ten Road in Efland, North Carolina, USA is the
result of the fervent prayer of the members of America Saraswata Sangha. We pray daily and we
will continue to do so for this Asana Mandira to be used

(1) as the abode of Shri Shri Thakur Nigamanada to receive seba of his devotees,

(2) to both develop and spread the gospels of Shri Shri Thakur Nigamanada and eternal
religion (Sanatan Dharma) and universal spirituality

(3) in helping all living creatures live a more fulfilling and righteous life.

It is also our hope to be model citizens in the community that we live in and offer services to those
in need. In our efforts to help, we will attempt to see our Thakur in those who are suffering or
those in need; this will be an extension of our seba to our Sangha.

Shri Shri Thakur has asked us to be a good human being in all aspects of our lives. He has asked us
to rely on Him, to surrender our will unto Him, and be duty-bound and to focus on our work without
seeking or even expecting for the fruits of our labor. This abandonment of expectations is central to
our spiritual culture. Thus, it is our humble prayer that our Sangha grows and develops as an
organization so that we continue to solely depend on Him and His mercy and abandon any care or
concern for outcomes. | have a personal prayer that as we grow in size and develop in stature that
we retain our smallness, our humility as a small, forever young spiritual organization.

It is true that, in comparison, we in the United States of America are endowed with the abundance
of life’s material blessings and it is apparent and also uniformly visible. Yet, you can — if you want
and to try to — see poverty even in the most affluent communities that are statistically considered
rich and well-endowed even by western standards. The poor and the hungry in these communities
remain neglected and their plight is often glossed over either through gross generalization or worse,
apathy. This is where our Sangha, our budding devotees, the Young Aspirants, can do more and do
better. There is another kind of poverty that is more widespread and way more deadly. This is the
poverty of the soul. This poverty tends to sap all vital energy and the zeal to live. Even a small
probing beyond the casual conversation will easily unmask the sorrow and the deep anguish that
informs our lives and our mind. It is something that easily infects and traps. Sorrow seems to be an
integral part of our human condition. But do not despair, the helplessness comes from a lack of
direction and strength that comes from faith and from belief. Our Sangha can serve as a beacon of



hope by providing an outreach to all those in need both material (bhautika) and spiritual
(adhatmika). The gospels of Thakur Nigamanada will literally be a joyous downpour to quench our
parched souls. It is our hope and our prayer that America Saraswata Sangha will serve as the agent
of this desired transformation in our lives in these United States and then beyond. We can do this
best by translating the publications of our parent Sangha in Odisha or publications that were written
in Bengali to English.

In our effort to be worthy disciples of Thakur Nigamanada and by virtue of divine piety (karuna), we
will continue to aspire to live wholesome lives and through example inspire others around us in the
communities we live in to know more about our beliefs and our way of life. This is what we are
expected of and this also is the ideal way for all of the United States to know more about and follow
the path ordained for us all. It is our hope also that what we cannot do during our life time, the
mission and the purpose of our Sangha in United States will be further enhanced by the Young
Aspirants who now inspire a lot of confidence in us through their conduct and through their
intellect. In this we seek our Thakur’s blessings and our main Sangha’s guidance.

Now here are a few words for my fellow Young Aspirants. Most of us are descendants of families
that owe their origin to India and most of us have extended families in Odisha, India. We are very
proud of our legacy and hold on to our way of life and adhere to the teachings of Shri Shri Thakur
Nigamanada while we adjust to and make the best of the opportunities available to each of us in
these United States. This is very unique to our country. The United States is a secular country that
guarantees freedom of speech, assembly, and practice of religion. It does not discriminate anyone
based on race, creed, or belief. It is my prayer and also my hope that each of us Young Aspirants
will be a good citizen of the United States and make every effort to be the example that will draw
others to our Thakur and to our Sangha through curiosity and through amazement. They will want
to embrace Thakur’s way by witnessing the virtues that each of you will exemplify. They will be
amazed that such compassion and righteous living is possible even in the face of apparent
competition in your academic and professional lives. Instead of jealousy, you will show kindness.
Instead of arrogance, you will display humility. Instead of greed, you will demonstrate generosity.
You are born of Indian parents who immigrated to the United States but most of you were born in
this country. We are all Americans. The greatness of this country is inherent in its goodness. And
the world is looking up to you, as devotees of Shri Shri Thakur Nigamanada and as members of the
extended Nigama family, to demonstrate this belief in your lives. | know you will live up to this
expectation. Let our Thakura’s choicest blessings be showered on each and every one of you.
Jayagurul!

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Bijoy Kumar Sahoo
President, America Saraswata Sangha
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Paramahansa Shreemat Swami Nigamananda Saraswati Dev
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My Lighthouse

| came to you with an empty heart

Bewildered by the cacophony around me

Tossed and bruised by the waves of personal experience
Confused by the frenzy and fury

Not knowing what to expect,

Unclear of myself.

| aspired to reach the stars

With shaky feet on the ground

You beaconed the lone ship.

| am no scholar, sage or an oracle,

a normal human with ignorance and desires.
You welcomed me and you nurtured me.

Today, | seek no more, ashore.
Reborn, fresh and unsuspecting
| welcome the unperceived

| face the world, calm

With gratitude

Accept all and embrace all.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Usha Agarwal
America Saraswata Sangha
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What was special about Shri Shri Thakur?

A glimpse of distinguishing events from his life

It is an arduous task for an ordinary individual to describe the greatness and the specialties of Shri
Shri Thakur for the fear that one may not faithfully represent it or may make it seem trivial. Be it the
spiritual realm or in worldly matters, there are innumerable things that distinguished Shri Shri
Thakur from the rest and it cannot be reproduced in this mere essay; yet one who has come in
direct or indirect contact with our beloved Shri Shri Thakur cannot hold back from expressing His
greatness and how fortunate one is to receive such a gift in their lives. We take this opportunity to
look at a few such events from Shri Shri Thakur’s life that provides a glimpse of his greatness and
how they set him apart from others. These events exemplify Shri Shri Thakur’s deep sense of justice,
righteousness, independence, humanity and equality for all as well as natural qualities of courage
and bravery.

One of Shri Shri Thakur’s key personality traits was that he never tolerated injustice and always took
appropriate measures to stop it. It was deeply ingrained in his psyche, and he considered it a sign of
weakness to witness injustice and remain a meek bystander. During his early years, once
Nalinikanta® on his way back home after taking a bath in the Bhairav River saw a commotion in the
neighborhood. Out of curiosity, he went to check it out and found that a young woman was
mercilessly beating her old widowed mother-in-law while everyone around stood watching.
Noticing the widow’s condition, Nalinikanta could not tolerate this and intervened. He disciplined
the daughter-in-law and saved the old woman. In the village, after that event, there were a lot of
guestions raised about his behavior but at the end everyone agreed that Nalinikanta had done
nothing unjust. His mother, Manikasundari, was upset and scolded him for his act. In reply,
Nalinikanta told his mother that if her daughter-in-law (his future wife) treated her (his mother) the
same way then he would not remain quiet and would have disciplined his wife. On hearing her son’s
logical argument, his mother could not hold back her emotions and wept. This single incident
demonstrates Shri Shri Thakur’s deep sense of justice, affinity for truth and courage even as a youth.
In his later life, Shri Shri Thakur has said that an ordinary person’s ego is limited to himself/herself
and his/her children but the ego of a true devotee of his should span across the entire humanity,
and this is his wish and blessings.

Often, Nalinikanta had differences with his school teacher over unreasonable demands he made
from the students. While other students would present food and grocery items from home to the
teacher, Nalinikanta would ignore such demands. The teacher had come to except these gifts from
the students regularly and even encouraged the children to lie or steal for him. One day, when
Nalinikanta bluntly told his teacher that he would not lie or steal for him; his teacher took offense
and hit him on the pretext of not studying. Nalinikanta knew very well that it was due to not giving
in to the teacher’s unfair demands.

Once while passing by a pond in his village, Nalinikanta noticed two young kids drowning. An adept
swimmer, he immediately jumped into the water and saved the kids from imminent death. Such
events provide a glimpse of his courage early in life.

! Shri Shri Thakur’s name prior to taking sannyasa.
10



Another event that validates his sense of humanity was when a man of a lower caste died in his
village and no one stepped up to cremate the body. From a humanity and public health point of
view, Nalinikanta could not hold back and decided to perform the cremation. He was then joined by
his friends Jadu, Nidhiram, Bibhuti and Krushnabandhu. The village elders were upset that
Nalinikanta being from an upper caste performed such a lowly act. They wanted to punish him and
his friends but could not proceed further because the act was just and right. Anything Nalinikanta
deemed necessary and just for the greater good, there was no stopping him. For that reason,
people who derided him at first eventually supported his acts.

Nalinikanta’s maternal grandmother, Anandamayi, and his aunts provided him financial support for
his school education but after his marriage differences arose between them when he wanted his
wife, Sudhansubala, to move back to Kutabpur to take care of his father, Bhubanmohan, and his
younger siblings. Nalinikanta did not care for the money and send her home anyway. He took a
break from his school education and ceased his dependence on his grandmother and aunts. Being
independent and self-reliant was inherent in his nature.

Many lose their wives to untimely death; but when Sudhansubala died, Nalinikanta did not care for
his life and gave up everything to get his dead wife back again, and succeeded in getting “The Divine
Mother” at the end. Such an effort is only comparable to Shiva carrying Sati’s corpse around the
universe in grief at her loss. It is rather rare for someone to even imagine getting the dead back to
life. He went to the Theosophical Society in Adyar and through a medium was able to converse with
his dead wife but he was not satisfied with the experience. Next, he mastered Tantra under
Bamakshepa in Tarapith and was graced by The Divine Mother on an eventful night. When The
Divine Mother asked him what boon he wanted, Nalinikanta replied that “I did not come to you with
a begging bow!”. There was nothing worthwhile in the universe that he craved for. The only thing he
wanted was Her.

When his gyaniguru Swami Sachchidananda Saraswati was in unbearable pain from sula disease,
chronic colic pain, Nalinikanta could not watch his guru in that condition and said that, “As a cure
for the disease and comfort for his guru, he was ready to step on his guru’s stomach and face the
consequence of enduring hell.” Such was his devotion to his guru. Swami Sachchidananda gave him
sannyasa and named him “Nigamananda” because he had mastered the deeper meaning of the
Nigama (the Vedas) with ease.

After attaining Sabikalpa Samadhi during yogasadhana, the young sannyasi Swami Nigamananda
used to visit Kamakshya temple. Then, he had the company of Nityananda Swami to whom he
expressed his plans of attempting Nirbikalpa Samadhi. Nityananda Swami cautioned him that he
may not return from that state. Swami Nigamananda’s quest for reaching the pinnacle of spiritual
attainment was so great that he cared the least for his life. He attained Nirbikalpa Samadhi and
returned with the divine will that “I am Guru” — the one and only to have done so. Shri Shri Thakur is
the humanized image of Jagatguru.

At the Kumbha Mela in Ujjain, there was a huge convention of sadhus and the Shankaracharya of
Sringeri Matha, Srimat Sachchidananda Shivabhinaba Nrusingha Bharati was seated in the position
of Jagatguru. His guru, Swami Sachchidananda Saraswati, was also present there. Swami
Nigamananda was searching for his guru and upon finding him there, went straight to him and
prostrated first before his guru and then bowed to the Shankaracharya. The circle of holy men was
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surprised at the act because it was not in line with normal customs and raised the question. On that
eventful day, the young sannyasi, Swami Nigamananda answered to the gathering, “Mannatha Shri
Jagannatha Madguru Shri Jagatguru”, which roughly translates to “My Lord is the Lord of the
universe and My Guru is the Guru of the cosmos”, and then how can a guru have a guru? “If | accept
such a notion then that would diminish the principle or element of Guru. Therefore | bowed to my
guru first and then followed the custom of bowing to Shankaracharya, and | have not violated any
norms”. Shankaracharya accepted the response and then asked him a few questions to which
Swami Nigamananda answered with complete clarity. Shankaracharya was impressed with him and
asked Swami Sachchidananda to confer the title of “Paramahansa” to Swami Nigamananda.

Swami Nigamananda was such an enlighted personality and he did not believe in the notion that
Maa Annapurna does not let any newcomer to Kashi (Banaras) ever go hungry. He tested her. She
appeared as an old woman and left a packet of sitabhoga (from Bardhaman) for safekeeping with
Swami Nigamananda and never returned. He realized it later that the old woman was none other
than Maa but wondered why Maa had to take that form. That night in a dilapidated house filled
with bat droppings, Maa had to appear before him in the form of Bhubanmohini.

Later in life, after all his accomplishments, Swami Nigamananda courageously enunciated
revolutionary practices such as granting sannyasa to women, giving importance to family life
(Gruhastha) even when he belonged to the Saraswati Dashanama Sannyasi order, living like an
aristocrat in Puri and by wearing white instead of ochre. He brought in new thought, ideas and
practices that can only be attributed to a jibanamukta purusha (one that is self realized and
liberated from the cycle of birth and rebirth.)

Till his departure from this mortal world, Shri Shri Thakur exemplified courage, clear intention and
revolutionary thought. He has said that “After spiritual practices in many births, | have reached the
pinnacle in this birth. Those who have accomplished it through their own spiritual practice are
graced with the truth.”

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Sanujit Senapati
America Saraswata Sangha
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The story of Shri Shri Thakur’s last birth -
Swami Brahmananda Giri

Narrating about his past life, Shri Shri Thakur talked about the blind trust and dedication of the
famous occultist (Tantrik) Swami Brahmananda Giri towards his Guru. He also conveyed that he was
Brahmananda Giri in one of his past lives. An abstract of his biography as published in ‘Arya
Darpana’ — 1351 Sal is being presented here.

In early part of 16" century there was an independent Hindu King Ganesh ruling the southwestern
part of Bengal’. As he was a religious person and an art lover, many dedicated scholarly Brahmins
lived in his state. All the land on the western bank of the Ganges River was part of his kingdom.
There was a famous village named Baghatta, very close to the current golden triangle (tribeni). In
the middle of 16" century, sometime around the 1536-1540 time frame, the famous Sadhaka
Brahmananda Giri was born to Shivashambhu Bhattacharya of this village. There were quite a few
established occultists among the scholarly Brahmins.

His mother Digambari Debi was exceptionally beautiful and her beauty became her liability. She was
abducted by Muslim dacoits soon after birth of Brahmananda. His parented name was Brajagopal
Bhattacharya. After the death of King Ganesh there was chaos regarding the future of the kingdom
and the neighboring Hindu and Muslim landlords slowly took over.. During that period, out of the
fear for their safety, a large number of Brahmins were forced to leave their homes. Shivashambhu
Bhattacharya, shortly after the kidnapping of his wife, also moved and went on a pilgrimage with his
son Brajagopal. At the end of their pilgrimage they reached Kashi and Shivashambhu decided to live
there permanently.

Shivashambhu could not arrange for any formal education for Brajagopal, who was already twelve
years old then and therefore decided to teach his son himself. He started teaching his son every
morning and evening, and spent the rest of the time chanting. Somehow, Brajagopal did not show
much interest in studies and that made his father unhappy. The unexpected loss of his wife and the
prolonged unhappiness made Shivashambhu sick and he aged quickly. He left this world when
Brajagopal was only fifteen years old.

After his father’s death, due to lack of proper education, Brajagopal became wayward. He was
worried because the little money left by his father did not last long. The lack of money and proper
guidance drove him to join a gang of petty muggers. He became their assistant and got exploited for
his attractive physique and built but in exchange received a meager amount. Under these
circumstances and bad company he slowly became wicked in nature at that young age. Who could
imagine that some day he would be an established scholar and gain supreme bliss like Valmiki?

It is only the finer power of the Supreme Being that can get someone out of such adverse conditions
and lift him to the pinnacle of the spiritual world; this is beyond the comprehension of the ordinary
individual. Such transformation is only seen in holy-men that are blessed with the supreme power.

% Undivided Bengal
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Therefore ordinary people talk about these persons. As the next event unfolded, it transformed the
life of Brajagopal.

Brajagopal happened to meet his mother Digambari Debi while committing a sin in an unpleasant
incident. He broke down and out of grief asked her, how could he not recognize her earlier!
Digambari Debi answered, “Son, this world is being driven by the supreme power (mahamaya) and
due to the illusions as created by her nobody realizes anything until it is the right time.” That made
Brajagopal angry and he swore to his mother that he would not rest until he got the Supreme
Power, which caused a son not to recognize his own mother, as his better half. Digambari Debi
passed away after few a days.

This incident left Brajagopal in deep distress and he left for Kumbha Mela in Prayag, in the quest of
a Guru. After meeting many holy persons he finally settled with Shrimat Madhabananda Giri. His
Guru counselled him and gradually pulled him out of his distress. After a few days, Brajagopal was
formally initiated as a disciple of Shrimat Madhabananda Giri. He made tremendous progress in
understanding the scriptures and in the direction of attaining the ultimate knowledge. Roughly after
five years of continuous service to his Guru, his Guru named him “Brahmananda Giri”.

In spite of his Guru’s blessings his past kept haunting him. Finally, as directed by his Guru he went to
Tripurananda, the disciple of the famous Nagabhatta. He was initiated to practice occult science.
Nagabhatta had proved through his disciples that learning occult science was favorable and fruitful
in the present world. It was told that he lived for two hundred years. After his initiation,
Brahmananda was on a look out for an appropriate place to practise.

In the quest of Mahamaya, as advised by his Guru, one day while chanting the mantra he met a few
yoginis (female ascetics). In response to Brahmananda’s question as to who are they, they answered
“We are Mahamaya Jagdamba’s associates.” On hearing this he requested “please do ask your
Mother when she would appear.” They left, after promising that they would ask Her and get back.
After few days when they reappeared, Brahmananda asked for Mahamaya’s response. The yoginis
handed over a mantra written on bilva (wood apple) leaf and informed him that is what Mother had
given and if he chanted it the Mother would appear sooner. They also conveyed that the original
mantra as given by his Guru had flaws. Hearing that Brahmananda angrily crushed the mantra with
his feet. He also told the yoginis to go away and convey to the Mother that mantra given by his
Guru could not be wrong and the Mother had no authority on this. She must appear in person to
give the mantra. Hearing that, the yoginis disappeared. Wherever Brahmananda tried chanting the
mantra, Debi caused disturbances. So he left his current abode to find an appropriate place.

During that time the Moghul emperor Akbar was the ruler of Delhi. King Kedar Ray was
independently ruling Vikrampur and was among the few who disapproved of the Moghul emperor.
Brahmananda landed in Sripur, the capital of Vikrampur after traveling many places. Brahmananda
was introduced to the king through the royal priests. Knowing Brahmananda to be a powerful
“Kaulasadhu”, the king arranged for a place where he could chant without any disturbance.

He selected a deserted place in a cremation ground near the banks of a river and without much
delay arranged all required items. He immersed himself deeply in his Sadhana. The perfect
alignment of location, time and his dedication resulted in fast progress in his quest to attain the
ultimate bliss. In nutshell, during this time all the external sensation stops and only the inner mind is
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continuously chanting the mantra, as given by the Guru. There is not a moment of rest. During this
time many obstacles and disturbances try to distract one from the reaching the goal. Dead relatives,
saints and deities appear and advise not to proceed with the chanting and try to divert the
attention. This is all done to test the person doing the puja and is orchestrated by Mahamaya
herself. This is like a mother giving toys to children to divert attention. Whoever does not stop
chanting and performing the puja gets blessed by the Mother and She appears before him.

Brahmananda remained in deep meditation and continuously chanted the mantra. He heard
laughter but he could not see anybody. He noticed earthquake and heavy rain with hailstones but it
did not touch his body. He concluded that it was Mahamaya who was playing with him. He went
deeper into meditation and chanted with regained confidence. He also saw his own mother who
tried to convince him to get out of his meditation but Brahmananda refused and demanded to see
the Divine Mother in her original form. She disappeared. He started reciting again but was restless
and felt that it was morning and everybody had started their morning chores. He recited “Shri Guru”
and prepared to end his chanting but as he did this all changed and he again found himself alone in
the middle of pitch dark night. Though irritated, he started chanting again with stronger conviction.

This went on for some time. Suddenly he heard a woman’s voice. He noticed an old lady in front of
him, asking “why are you calling me.” He answered, “No, | am not calling you.” The lady responded
that she thought that she was being called. Brahmananda replied, “No, | am calling my family deity”.
Lady replied. “It is me, your deity but as there is a flaw in your Guru’s mantra you are seeing me as a
handicap.” He promptly replied, “My tutelary deity will definitely appear in her true spirit as
conveyed by my Guru, please get out of this place immediately.” After that the shadow
disappeared. Brahmananda was astounded and thought it is not easy to get glimpse of the worldly
mother. There is no ending to these tests and deception. After these he started to chant again with
regained confidence.

Soon he reached a state called “mantrachetyan”, where it feels as if there is no outward sign of life
in the physical body though the inner body is completely awake and engaged in continuous
chanting. Time, location and external circumstances lose importance. In this blessed state
Brahmananda noticed that a radiation emerging out of his nasal path and spreading across. Slowly
the center part of this bright patch became brighter and condensed. Towards the end, appeared a
fascinating feminine silhouette like “floating ice” on the bright sea of radiation. Though the sadhak
was in deep concentration with his eyes closed, he still could conceive the essence and presence of
the same. This outlines the essence of Hinduism where praying to a lifeless statue essentially
transforms the puja process and as the feeling deepens there is no need of any idol. At this level the
exercitant creates the vision in his mind and does the puja with purely conceptual elements. There
is no need of any external object for this. Just think how joyful and vibrant this state would be but
this not the end. This is “tantriksiddhi”. The later stage is much more fascinating and ecstatic, when
everything happens automatically without self involvement, i.e. the inner consciousness composes
the frame and performs the puja. This is “aatmadarshan”. In this state the body of common
exercitant deteriorates, and very few with the blessing of the ultimate God retain the body. They
are “jivanmukta”. These blessed souls devote rest of their life for welfare of the society. Their body
behaves like a machine controlled by the ultimate power.

Brahmananda was blessed to witness the true form of his desired deity as advised by his Guru.
Those, who have opened up their inner eyes with the blessings of their Guru, can witness the
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essence of the ultimate God. Otherwise though God is always around us; due to the lack of real
blessed eyes we are not able to see Him. Brahmananda continued to see this form of Mahamaya in
a speechless and lifeless state. Witnessing Mahamaya in this form results in disintegration of all the
living cells, fears disappear and so does the effects of all the past deeds except from the previous
births. That is why we see the example of Prahlada and Dhruba serving as a king even after
witnessing God. They had to go through it to compensate for their past deeds in previous life.

Brahmananda was stunned and lost in the angelic beauty of mother Mahamaya. The worldly
mother made him regain his consciousness with the touch of her foot. The form, he was seen
through his inner mind, now he could see with open eyes. Mother asked, “I have come; please tell
me your wishes.” He replied “l do not need anything.”

After such effort to get Mahamaya, how can somebody ask for anything when Mahamaya herself is
offering all! There was no surprise here; this is the reaction when somebody gets to see his desired
deity, as there is no desire left. It is more like someone finds a diamond while searching for glass
pieces. Shrimat Bhagabat Gita has the example of Dhruba who instead of asking anything from the
God remarked that wealth was worthless after attaining Him, for whom many prayed for centuries.

Though one does not seek anything beyond God, but it does not go fruitless once you see Him.
Thus, Mahamaya asked again. First, he asked for salvation but the Mother replied that she did not
have power to offer that because of the thought process with which he has prayed for Her. Mother
reiterated “Please ask for something else.” By this time Brahmananda was in his full consciousness.
He remembered the past events and told “I was longing for my actual mother, who is responsible
for it, is that, not you! Just for that | want you as my wife.” Maa answered, “As | am a Sati, | cannot
satisfy this need. | am here only because of your inalterable respect to your Guru. In this world
every woman is Me in some form, | appear at different places as mother, daughter or sister. Your
prayer will get fulfilled in another way; this pleasant form of mine cannot be felt by living senses.”

Mother instructed him “Go to the kingdom of King Kamala, there is a “tapoban” (place to meditate)
on the banks of river Gomati. | will be present there as required by you. You complete your work
here and meet me there. So, this wish of yours will not get fulfilled, now please pray for another
wish.”

Brahmananda replied, “Maa, you are known to be kind, but | saw a different side of you. Every step
of my prayer was tested by hardships and mischief, created by you. Why attempt to divert the
attention of exercitant? Is that how you show your kindness?” Smilingly Debi responded, “Yes, this
is the truth, these also reflect my kindness. Exercitant as he starts his sadhana expect to get the
result. If he does not continue after failing then the dedication towards the Guru or deity is missing.
He must work towards the goal with a very strong desire and complete dedication. This is my
wishful act to encourage the exercitant to intensify his efforts. These acts of distractions have their
own merits and pleasure. These also hurt the -pride of the exercitant and he tries harder to achieve
his goal. | always help him to move forward and deliberately leave the decision in his hands to
increase his self confidence. Though this pains him but it also pushes him forward in the right
direction. | again help him to move to the next level by making him forget all pains and suffering. It
requires relentless effort to achieve God and if attained easily the importance is lost. Human beings
suffer to get wealth then how is it possible to achieve “All in all” without efforts. Living beings never
understand God’s determination to get them to their original essence and set them free from the
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physical body. It is like a bird experiences the beautiful world only after the egg shell is broken. The
mother bird sits on the egg to hatch the egg, so the chicks can come out in the world. Similarly, | too
appear in the form of sorrow for his ultimate welfare. It does not reflect my cruelty rather displays
my inner affection. | am any living beings most desired object but they cannot notice me because of
their corrupted mindset. When one has no further use of a specific object, he tries to find a new
one. This act results in the rebirth and cycle of life and death continues. They do not turn back and
look at me. But, you have the ability to master this. Now pray for another boon.”

Brahmananda was not moved by this advice. He angrily said “if you do not have the capability to
give anything then go away”. Debi insisted, “You must ask for something otherwise | will give you
something that might go against your wishes.” Brahmananda said “if that is the case just carry the
stone on which | was doing sadhana and follow me.” After this statement he stood up, Debi replied,
“Yes | will do that but | will not obey any other command.” After this she vanished and followed
Brahmananda with the stone but nobody, except Brahmananda could notice her.

In the morning it was a fascinating view for everyone to see a stone following Brahmananda. He
reached Dhaka after traveling a few places. He heard that his Guru was visiting the Ramanakali
temple and wanted Brahmananda to meet him. He thought it would be disrespectful to take the
stone in front of his Guru and asked Debi to stop at the temple gate. Debi immediately left the stone
there and said, “I am done with my promise and now | am going.” That massive stone as left by Debi
still lies there.

Brahmananda resided in Dhaka for few days, and there he initiated a Brahmin boy named
Jagatananda and taught him as per the required procedures. He later named him Poornananda. This
Poornananda became a very famous occultist in India and many families from the eastern and
northern region of Bengal accepted him as Guru. The places where he resided after he attained
siddhi are known as “Sidhhapith”. He also established centres on the banks of Brahmanitala and
Budhimar, west and east of Nabadwip respectively. Brahmananda Giri has also authored two
famous books. “Shaktananda Tarangini” and “Tara Rahasya”.

Poornananda authored many books including “Shaktakrama” and “Shri Tattwachintamani” in 1571
and 1577, respectively. The latter has the process for praying to “Shrividya”. His famous book
“Shatchakra Nirupana” is the essence of “Shri Tattwachintamani”. His book “Shamya Rahasya” has
the directions for Kali followers. Poornananda authored many other famous books like “Kalaradi Kali
Sahasra Nama”, “Nama Sahasra” and “Subhog Darpan” to name a few. In 18th century, the famous
scholar of Veda and occult science, Kalicharana Siddhanta, put together commentaries on many
books of Poornananda. The main one was that of “Shatchakra Nirupana”.

Brahmananda returned to Sripur and initiated King Kedar Ray and many members of the royal
family. King’s elder brother took advice on various religious matters from him as well.

King Kedar Ray established Dashamahavidya’s Temple. It is written in the book “Laghubharata” that
Brahmananda Giri was the Guru of King Kedar Ray. Brahmananda Giri once drank extremely hot
alcohol in front of his disciple Kedar Ray. King suspiciously asked what it was Guru replied that it was
milk. Kedar Ray probed further if it would produce cheese and butter and Guru said yes, again. The
king tried but couldn’t get ghee out of the butter and asked why no ghee was coming out of it. Guru
instantly replied that he had not asked for it. To diffuse his disciple’s suspicion, he urinated on a
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plant, which burnt immediately. Since, then that place is known as “Podagacha”. Due to the King's
distrust Brahmananda left Sripur. Few days later the King was killed by Moguls. There are sayings
that after he was beheaded, his head lying on the ground was chanting “chinmaste namaste”. This is
suggesting that his untimely death was the result of his mistrust on his Guru. After Kedar Ray, his
gueen continued the war and finally surrendered. She negotiated for Sripur and as per the deal she
was made the queen of Sripur.

Brahmananda Giri, thinking of the Debi walked on the banks of River Gomati and reached the
mountains of Maynamati near the town of Kumila®. During those days Gomati flowed close to this
mountain but now the river is two miles away. This place is named after queen Maynamati.
Maynamati and Laalmati were two sisters and they were initiated by Gorakhanath, the disciple of
Meenanath, who earlier instituted the Nathas (Natha community). Both the sisters were rich with
great yogic power by virtue of their sadhana. Govindachandra, the only child of queen Maynamati
became a Sannyasi.

Brahmananda was really happy upon reaching the place and admired its natural beauty. He then
started thinking of how to meet the mother. While walking on the banks of the river he arrived at a
ferry ghat and also noticed that there is another ghat on the opposite bank of the river. He took rest
after washing his hands and feet. It caught his attention that if there was ghat then there must be
people around. Slowly he went into deep meditation. A bit later he noticed a boat coming from the
other side of the river but strangely there was no one other then the boat operator and the
operator was a beautiful young woman. As the boat approached the bank, Brahmananda’s vision
was confirmed. She was about sixteen years old and her beauty was mesmerizing. She was standing
on the boat with the oar in her hands with poise and all feminity. Her shinning pitch dark hair was
almost touching the ground and her pleasant smile was like waves of happiness in the air. The
young lady asked with a smile, “Hey traveler, are you planning to go to the other bank of the river.”
Brahmananda just kept staring at her with awe. She asked again. Brahmananda asked who she was!
She told “I am a fisherwoman.” Brahmananda, still in shock, could not believe that a fisherwoman
could be so beautiful and mesmerizing. Brahmananda asked her gravely where she lived and whose
wife was she! She replied with a grin, “Traveler, why do you care about my seven generations, if all
you need is to cross the river. Since you asked, | live in the big mountain that you see ahead and | do
not have anyone. | make a living by ferrying people on the river. Are you okay with that
information? Come let us go.” Brahmananda replied, “lI never called you for that.” She replied
lightly, “No one calls me but | have to come anyway. If someone sits here then | know that he is here
to cross on to the other side.”

Brahmananda kept on staring at the young woman. He never got up from his place and was lost in
her sublime beauty. Noticing him unmoved and lost in thoughts, she walked up to him and held his
hand and asked “Let us go, time is running out.” Brahmananda was surprised and asked, “Why are
you so insistent that | go to the other side? And why are you pulling me?” She replied “I have been
doing that for many people, by either holding their hand, feet, or taking them in my lap or even
carrying them on my shoulder. Why are you so amazed? Get up, let us cross the river.” Like a
machine, Brahmananda then started moving as if he had been hypnotized by with her command.
After sitting in the boat, he asked her if there was any habitation around that area. She answered
back “Yes, there are few homes near that of mine.”

% Also referred to as Comilla and is located in the east Bangladesh
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They reached the other bank of the river and Brahmananda followed her. He reached the top of a
hill and saw the house as described by the lady. It had two to three rooms, one was the bedroom
and other was the kitchen and store. Though small, it was still very clean and was surrounded by lot
of fruit laden trees. Then the lady asked “Hey, my Lord, which way will you go?” to which
Brahmananda replied that he will stay there for the night.

The lady answered, “What are you suggesting, my Brahmin Lord. | do not have any male members
in the house. What will others think?”
Brahmananda replied, “I will fulfill that need and nobody could see us here at this time.”

The following conversation ensued between them.

Lady - Even if there are not many people, there are still five to six families around. There is a village
nearby called Durgapur, which has many inhabitants and our landlord also lives there.

Brahmananda - Okay, let me see the landlord tomorrow and will arrange for something permanent.
Lady - You never conveyed where you wanted to go.

Brahmananda - | am here in the search of someone. She is hiding somewhere around here.
Therefore | need to stay till | find her.

Lady - Then, must you have to stay here tonight?

Brahmananda - | have to stay somewhere and it is already evening. What is the harm in staying
here?

The lady said “Okay, then please come and sit in the verandah” and she brought him a mat to sit on.
Brahmananda sat on it. He noticed that she was pretty prompt in finishing all the household chores.
She offered a lamp under the tulsi (basil) plant and then went to the kitchen to arrange everything
needed. She called Brahmananda when done, “Hey Lord, please come and start cooking.” She
offered him a mug to wash his face and hands. Brahmananda washed his hands and feet and went
into the house, and was pleased to notice everything so organized. Cooking was done in no time;
both had dinner and then went to bed. The lady slept inside and Brahmananda in the verandah. The
door remained open.

In the bed Brahmananda was curious regarding the identity of the lady. The summary of what the
lady told was that she did not have anyone in this world. Her father’s name was Dinanath and he
made a living ferrying people on the river. He had left this world recently and she had no kith and
kin. As she was an orphan, she had not married yet.

Then Brahmananda shared his identity but kept his intention to visit that area a secret. The lady
figured that out and stated the actual reason of his visit through a sloka and asked him, as to which
one was true. Brahmananda was surprised and wondered how she knew his secret. Is she Maa
Mahamaya fulfilling his earlier demand? Seeing Brahmananda tensed, the lady clarified and lifted
the curtain of suspense. As Brahmananda started getting up, the lady held his hand and said,
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“Come, all of your desires will be fulfilled.” She pulled him into her lap and gently caressed him.
Brahmananda was out of words and just sat there speechless. He could not figure out whether he
was awake or asleep. He had never felt like that before and ever experienced that much love and
affection. She told, “My Lord, you are too disturbed now; let me tell you a story.”

She started. There was a Brahmin who was staying with his wife and they had a few children. His life
was peaceful but no one likes a stagnant life. Everyone wants a change and one day the Brahmin
had a thought. He called his wife and children and told, “We have been living here all happy for a
long time, for a change let us all go somewhere.” They readily agreed but the question remained as
to where they would go! Eventually the Brahmin suggested that his wife to go to her father's place
and the children to go to their maternal uncles and after a few days he will visit his in-laws’ place. All
must return in a few days after visiting many places. All his children burst into laughter after hearing
that and said "then we are going to meet at the same place.” The Brahmin acted foolish and asked
how is that possible when everyone is destined to be at different places. Nobody is going to the
same place. Everyone started laughing again. Eventually his wife went to her father's house and the
children accompanied her. She started having good time there and the children became naughty
and spend their time playing and enjoying. Slowly they started forgetting they had a home and they
were now at a different place. The Brahmin thought no one was remembering him and he went to
his in-laws and asked his wife and children to return. It took a while but he was successful in
convincing his wife to return. She also promised to convince their children and take them back along
with her. He explained the children to come back as this was not their home and their actual home
was much more beautiful and pleasant, and there was no reason for them to struggle in a foreign
land!

Brahmananda did not say a word as the lady was telling this story; upon noticing his silence she
asked "Hey my Lord, are you falling asleep?". Brahmananda was alert and was listening to every
detail attentively. He asked, “Your story seems suspenseful, who is that Brahmin and where is he
presently? And also tell me the truth about who you are and who am I?” The lady started laughing
loudly. There was something sinister about it and it lit up the entire house. She told smilingly, “You
are the Brahmin and | am your wife and all human beings are our children. Let us take them back
home.” The lady started laughing loudly and Brahmananda got really scared. He tried to leave but
could not. After some time the lady pulled Brahmananda towards her with smile and affection and
asked "Hey Lord, what are you waiting for, now start leading the life with me as per your wish, | had
been waiting here for you.”

Brahmananda said, “l understand that but if you were a Brahmin then it would be easy for me to
accept you socially. In this society one has to consider the caste and faith.” Then the lady said, “My
Lord, | do not have any caste and everyone is same to me and since you are a monk you should see
it the same way too.” He started thinking, “Yes, | am a monk and therefore | should not discriminate
based on caste or faith; but how can | marry being a monk. Everyone will think about it negatively.”
Seeing him confused, the lady asked what was he thinking and then she said, “You cannot be a
monk if there is an iota of desire in you that is yet to be fulfilled. In that case, you have to get
married and fulfill all your desires; once you are completely satisfied and have moved beyond such
desires, it is only then you will become a monk. Just forget that you are a monk. Even after that, if
you are unable to forget the inherent nature of a Brahmin then that does not matter per scriptures
as a Brahmin can marry in any caste. Do not worry about it and | will take care of anything that is
required for social acceptability.” Brahmananda agreed and said, “Yes, | will just follow your advice.”
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The lady said again, “You do not have to think about anything after marriage. Just enjoy the world
wholeheartedly. However, you must remember that | cannot tolerate anyone disliking me and
therefore you must not do so or otherwise | will leave you.”

Brahmananda agreed to those conditions and asked “What shall | call you?” To which the lady
replied “My name is Parbati as | am now living in this mountain®. You can call me by my nickname,
Paru. Now you go and sleep as there is lot to do tomorrow.” Brahmananda went to his designated
spot and slept. The mother too went to bed thinking about her upcoming colorful human play.

In the morning once their daily chores are done Parbati called a young man from the village. She
then asked Brahmananda to go to the village with the young man and meet the village head to seek
his consent and blessings for their marriage. She said, “Please offer him this coin as a gift and then
discuss all matters. Tell him that | am (the lady is) ready to do the same and therefore he will not
have anything against the alliance.” Brahmananda got ready and left for Durgapur with the young
man.

Durgapur village is near the city of Kumila. Brahmananda reached there and waited for the village
head to take his seat in the office. Slowly people trickled in and started pleading for their cases to
him one after the other. Eventually the village head noticed him. Then Brahmananda offered him
the coin and conveyed his proposal.

After listening to it the village head asked, “Did you not find someone in your caste to marry?” To
that Brahmananda replied that Parbati was also willing and he could not find anyone else suitable.
The village head talked to his associates and finally agreed on the condition that in order to support
their inter-caste marriage, a hundred Brahmins from the nearby villages must be invited to a feast
and also be compensated with a coin each. Brahmananda agreed to it and returned with a written
approval for the marriage. Parbati was excited to hear the news.

Finally, on the scheduled date, they tied the knot as per the customs. They also kept the promise to
the village head. People gossiped that Brahmananda had fallen for the angelic beauty of the lady
and spent all his fortune to get married. Others talked about Parbati having inherited lot of wealth
from her father, Dinu Behera.

Five years just passed by after their marriage and during that time they had a boy and a girl. By then
Brahmananda was no longer his original self and was lost and submerged in the lures of life. There
was nothing else eventful in the last five years.

One fine day they had a guest, who was Brahmananda’s disciple Poornananda. He had the power of
traveling unnoticed in the sky to any destination and was on the way to Kamakshya. However, this
power does not let one to cross ones’ Guru or any holy-person. As the power receded in this case he
had to descend and then decided to meet who was around that could have caused it. He was
surprised to find that his own Guru was residing in the house. Through meditation he then realized
that his Guru was living as a householder at the wishes of Mahamaya. He also realized that
Mahamaya herself has put him through this life and had married him solely to rid him off his

* Parbata in Odiya and many Indian languages
25



worldly desires. Poornananda was overjoyed and willingly agreed to be their guest. At first his Guru
could not recognize him and it made him unhappy. Then he wrote the “Blessed Mantra” on a leaf
(bata patra) and offered it to his Guru. Once his Guru read it, Brahmananda remembered his past
and was surprised. Brahmananda embraced his dear disciple and started crying heavily. They
became comfortable with each other soon and started sharing past events that had happened after
they had parted. Parbati Debi also took excellent care of Poornananda.

It is also said that during this time Poornananda asked Parbati Debi how much longer she was going
to hold his Guru in this act. She said it would end pretty soon. She also personally advised
Poornananda to write a book on “Shyama Puja” and Poornananda came up with “Shyama Rahasya”
which is well known in the religious world. After a few days Poornananda left on his excursion.

Soon Brahmananda started losing interest in the worldly matters and regained his consciousness.
Though at times due to the effect of “Mahamaya”, he got pulled back into worldly matters but he
remained lost in his thoughts. The following event detached him totally from the worldly matters.

One day when Brahmananda was eating, there was a smell of Elish fish as someone in the nearby
village was frying it. Since there was no fish in the meal, Brahmananda expressed his desire to eat
Elish fish to his wife. Although Parbati was Mahamaya herself, she took care of Brahmananda’s
every little wish in all possible ways. At times she used her magical power to get the things done.
She did the same this time as well; she extending her hand got some hot fish in a jiffy and put it on
Brahmananda’s plate. He asked her angrily where she it got from. She replied that the nearby
Muslim daughter-in-law was frying them and she got a few from there. By then Brahmananda had
put part of the fish in his mouth; when he found out that it came from a tasted container of a
Muslim family he got furious and instantly slapped Parbati. Parbati Debi did not say a word but her
body started shivering like a branch in a storm. Brahmananda got up in the middle of his meal and
went out to wash his hands. When he returned inside, he saw that Parbati Debi was still sitting
there and shivering. She asked him to come closer and then told him in a heavy voice,
“Brahmananda, try to remember your earlier promise. For this life, you will now lose all bonds to my
physical body. | appeared in this body just to fulfill your wishes and now it will degenerate. There is
no doubt that you will be deeply hurt about it. Just believe that it was for a purpose. You will not be
able to live in this world after | am gone; thus listen to few of my advice and order.”

Brahmananda has been staring steadily at Parbati Debi and started crying after hearing she was
leaving for good. As he tried to take her into his lap Debi’s lifeless body collapsed on him. He started
crying and hearing that their children came in and they also started crying. Then Brahmananda
heard Parbati Debi out of space, “Brahmananda, be composed and listen to my advice as people will
arrive soon. This house has enough wealth. Hand over all that to village-head and entrust the kids
under his care and ask him to raise and accept them as part of the Brahmin society. Now you must
enter sannyas; | brought you to this world for your benefit. That has been fulfilled and it will not
have any bad effect on your sannyas. Now, go on pilgrimage for few days and then spend the rest of
your life meditating. Since you made me carry that stone for few days, in your next life you will
remain ignorant as a child. Do not worry about it as all actions have consequences. This is a start of
future good fortune. Then, | will set you free from the physical body. In your next life you will be
born in a village in Nadiya district of Bengal. | will be with you and destroy your emptiness. You will
become the true spiritual leader of the world and spend all your life for the welfare of mankind by
promoting "sanatan" religion. Anyone that had a connection with you in this life will also be reborn
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to be part of your heavenly act (leela) in your next life. After you become Guru, you will recall the
memories of your previous births. Do not be afraid, | will be always with you. Let me go. Watch out,
people have arrived."

Her body was cremated with all necessary rituals. Magnificently, he completed all the last rites and
rituals. He left all the wealth and the children with the village-head. They were accepted in Brahmin
society at the request of the village head. His son remained as a helper to "Ramanakali" and was
also granted with "Giri" title. Mangala Giri, the last person from this family, died a few years back.
His sons are still living in Udaidpur village in Jayamandap, Tripura. Brahmananda's daughter was
married in Durgapur.

Brahmananda was now free; the last five years had passed like a pleasant dream. The reality of the
event was a painful reminder that haunted him. Later in life he left for his heavenly abode while in
deep meditation.

We will not discuss as to whether the prediction of the worldly mother came true or not, where and
how Brahmananda was re-born, how Mahamaya helped him to achieve salvation and who were the
lucky persons who took shelter with him. It is impossible to be certain and say this is all true. All we
know is that the founder of various "Saraswata Mathas" and "Ashrams" in Odisha, Bengal, Assam
and Bihar and the author of many religious books like "Brahmacharya Sadhan", "Jogiguru",
"Gyaniguru", "Tantrikguru" and "Premikaguru", Paramahansa Paribrajakacharya Shrimat Swami
Nigamananda Saraswati Dev came to know it from his Guru Mahayogi Sumeru Das Maharaj that he
was the famous Brahmananda Giri in his previous birth and his wife Sudhansubala was none other
than Mahamaya herself.

As a part of Saraswata Matha, Shri Shri Thakur founded the Mayanamati Ashram in the mountains
of Mayanamati where Parbati Debi lived. In the memory of his past life Shri Shri Thakur established
the first Ashram in Durgapur. Later, we heard excerpts of Brahmananda's biography from Shri Shri
Thakur and he hinted regarding his previous life. Shri Shri Thakur also mentioned that famous King
Kedar Ray was reborn in a royal family of Odisha and still alive. In the current birth Kedar Ray had
accepted Shri Shri Thakur as Guru.

In modern days we have lost belief in rebirths, saints, Guru or Debatas. In olden times, everyone
was closer to Debatas just because of their belief. The Gods or Debatas were also a part of their
lives. There are many such examples, like when King Dasharatha was invited to help Indra, the king
of all Debatas. Alliances were formed through marriage between residents of the earth and heaven.
Since we have lost the faith, Debatas have moved away and now there stands a strong barrier
between heaven and earth. Ideally, the difference is not much and also it is not difficult to get the
blessings of Debatas. It is difficult to get the blessings of Brahma, the supreme Godhead or the all
powerful Almighty, This can only happen with the grace of Guru.

It is heard that when Brahmananda Giri was meditating in Kamakshya, Bhagawati tried to create
disturbance through the King of Kamakshya. This made Brahmananda Giri change places to continue
his meditation. On Mahamaya's advice the King ordered Brahmananda Giri to leave his kingdom.
These obstacles and difficulties further energized Brahmananda as he thought Debi definitely
remembers him. Thus, he was not too concerned and continued his meditation. While struggling to
find a place in the mountains of Kamakshya he came across a dead elephant and tried to meditate

27



hiding in the disintegrating elephant carcass but the King found him and chased him way.. He finally
achieved enlightenment while meditating in a stinking place full of excrement and urine.

Shri Shri Thakur Maharaja established Mayanamati and Durgapur Ashrams. Per a written letter from
Saraswata Matha, the land for Mayanamati Ashram was purchased in 1325 on the 18 day of
Bhadrab month. Later, the past Mahanta of Saraswata Matha Shrimat Swami Atmananda Maharaj
had to overcome all sorts of inconvenience and trouble to develop and expand the Ashram.

There are many stories regarding the life of Brahmananda Giri. There are different opinions
regarding his birth, work and life. The famous historian Yogendranath Gupta had written a brief
biography of Brahmananda Giri in his book “Kedar Ray”, excepts of which are mentioned below. It
narrates the manner how his mother was kidnapped for her beauty and how she delivered
Brahmananda in a sesame field. The baby Brahmananda’s forehead was hurt due to sharp stems of
the cut sesame plants. His father reached on time and saved Brahmananda. He took care of him
with the help of people around. It also mentions the incident when he met his mother at a later
point when she asked him about the marks on his forehead and that is how she finds out that he is
her son. It also touches on his shattered mental state after he witnesses his mother’s unhappy
condition and his search for enlightenment.’

Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj had a notebook and many pages were devoted to experiences related to
Mayanamati Ashram and the land around it. The writing ended in 1342. The notebook also has birth
details of nine disciples and the prime reasons of their births. Shri Shri Thakur mentions about the
following:
1. Chidananda - Gopal Krushna Ray, Landlord, Durgapur
2. Rajchandra - Shubal Dash of Jessore district, an anchorite
3. Barada - Swarupabadhut was Brahmananda’s disciple
4. Nrupendra (Dhaka) - Baidik Brahmin Vijay Sharma from Sylhet (Shrihatta) district was a
tantrik
Suren (Baguda, Malati Nagar) — Rabi Ghosh from Khulna district
6. Nagen (Dhitpur) - Born in Khatriya family in Shahabad district of Bihar. He came as
Brahmachari Sukhdeo and became a disciple of Brahmananda.
7. Shantiranjan — Sebananda Brahmachari, a Baidik Brahmin.

hd

In the last page Shri Shri Thakur has provided a glimpse of his two previous births.
1. 1% birth - Ramananda community
2. 2" birth - Brahmananda Giri, Saidabad, Dist- Murshidabad. Though he was blessed but as he
did not get complete enlightenment so he had to come to this world again.
3. 3"birth - N.K. Chatterjee, Kutubpur, Meherpur subdivision. Sannyasi Nigamananda

The above are the details as it appears in the notebook. If you note the 2" and 3™ birth, they are
actually written in English. Why? One possibility could be to maintain secrecy as there were very
few who could understand English in those days.

With time the notebook was become old, worn out and turned yellow. We have never heard Shri
Shri Thakur talking about the secrets related to his birth to any of the gruhi sannyasis mentioned

® The paragraph is from ‘Nilachala Bani’
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above. This was his trade secret. Though | had this notebook for forty five years after Shri Shri
Thakur left his human body | never felt the necessity to make this information public. Unwillingly, |
have to publish this because so many absurd details have been published in the name of Shri Shri
Thakur®.

Source: Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda Lila Prasanga.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Iswar Chandra Biswal
America Saraswata Sangha
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The Saintly Lady Maa Surabala Devi

Sadguru Swami Nigamananda in his immortal advice has mentioned that Shri
Gurudev’s fame and glory is illuminated by the bright moral character of his disciples
and devotees. This truth is manifested in the character and life of his saintly disciple,
Surabala Devi. She aptly inherited the spiritual legacy of her parents, who completely
dedicated their lives at the lotus feet of Sadguru Shri Shri Nigamananda
Paramahamsadev. Her father Rajachandra Dhar (Swami Swarupananda) and mother
Sushila Devi, along with their two sons and two daughters took shelter at the feet of
Shri Gurudev and continued to stay in the Math as sevak and sevika. Her two brothers
Narendra Chandra and Dhirendra Chandra and elder sister Sailabala were also disciples
of Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda Saraswati. In other words, all the members of this
family were the fond servitors of Shri Gurudev. Surabala Devi was brought up amidst
the unique spiritual environment of Saraswata Math. Her budding spiritual yearning
blossomed forth emitting and adding sweet fragrance that pervaded the Saraswata
Jagat envisaged by Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj.

Surabala had the unique privilege of meeting Shri Shri Thakur, for the first time
at the early age of five, at their Mymensing house. At the age of six she became the
inmate of the Dhaka Gendariya Ashram and was initiated to sannyas by Thakur at the
age of fourteen. No other female devotee of Thakur had this opportunity to be
initiated to sannyas at such an early age. Unlike her elder sister Sailabala, she was very
pensive and exclusive in nature from childhood. But from very early age her love for
kirtan was immense. At night, after dinner, she used to listen to stories from the
Ramayan, the Mahabharat and Shri Chandi, from her father. This enhanced her
interest in the life of service, sacrifice, enduring love for truth and divine personages.

Surabala’s deep love and devotion for Shri Shri Thakur was evident in her first
meeting with Him. Shri Shri Thakur first visited Shri Rajachandra Dhar’s house in
Mymensing in the year 1910. Shri Shri Thakur mingled intimately with children and
they considered him as their own. For reasons unknown to them, they were deeply
attracted by the sweet conversation and loving touch of Shri Shri Thakur. Surabala’s
innocent love for Thakur filled her heart with unknown joys. That was, indeed, a
unique experience. Whenever she got the opportunity to view Thakur walking or
sitting, at any place, she secretly observed him from a distance with blinkless eyes. Her
joy knew no bounds. Once she noticed distinctly, Thakur’s parts of body from knee to
feet. She exclaimed, ‘Oh, how sweet and colorful feet!” The sole of the feet were red
like ‘alata’ color and the rest, camphor-white. She was almost ecstatic to see Thakur in
this appearance. This first darshan revived the unbroken holy ties of her previous
births that she could not understand then as a child.

Surabala was a small child, when Shri Rajachandra Dhar renounced the world
and became an ashramite along with his wife and children. She grew up in a placid
spiritual surrounding of the Math. There, she came across Yogamaya Devi and Shanti
Devi, two dedicated disciples of Shri Shri Thakur, who were extremely loving and
affectionate. In the later years, she learnt the appropriate way to perform seva of Shri
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Shri Thakur from Yogamaya Devi, who she held in high esteem. Her contact with
Yogamaya Devi helped her greatly in building a good sevika’s life.

After the completion of the construction of the Math at Kokilamukh Shri Shri
Thakur spent time happily in the jocund company of its in-mates, particularly young
children. He shared joyful moments with sevakas and sevikas by swimming in the
rivulet Arunakhal, a small branch of Brahmaputra. Shri Shri Thakur was an expert
swimmer. What to speak of male sevakas, even the female sevikas like Shanti Maa,
Sushila Maa and Sailabala joined delightfully the swimming lila of Shri Shri Thakur. As
Surabala did not know swimming, then, she and her younger brother Dhirendra
Chandra threw water at each other and immensely enjoyed this swimming sport of
Thakur. Sometimes, Shri Shri Thakur collected saris, bangles, vermillion and ornaments
from the female disciples in Math and dressed Surabala and Dhirendra Chandra as
Radha and Krishna. Sailabala helped Thakur in the enactment of Radha-Krishna lila.
Thakur sang and they enacted the dance lilas giving innocent joys to the inmates of the
Math. These precious moments were preserved for the rest of life of Surabala, like
rare and precious gems, to provide soothing touch and to ameliorate suffering, during
the tormenting periods of life.

There was the memorable time in Math when Surabala was extremely delighted
to get the jocund company of Bimala. Shri Shri Thakur set up a ‘Balaka Sangha’ with
five young children Kenaram, Iswara, Dhirendra, Surabala and Bimala. Initially, he
entrusted the responsibility of the education of these five children to Swami
Bodhananda. Later, he also monitored their education. Thakur was the central figure
of this ‘Balaka Sangha’. He was so easy and intimate with the children that they often
shared innocent fun and delightful chit-chat with Shri Shri Thakur. They found a father,
mother, friend, and master in him. These years were the most joyful and memorable
period of these five devotees. These sweet memories provided immeasurable fortitude
and sustenance to Surabala to endure smilingly, the inevitable prick and pound of
Prarabdha.

By the inexorable blessings of Shri Shri Thakur, Surabala escaped four times
from incidents that could have led to imminent death. In one occasion, she along with
younger brother Dhirendra Chandra, were bathing in Arunakhal. Both of them did not
know swimming. Suddenly, they slipped into deep water and grabbed each other,
courting sure death. Young Iswara, Bimala’s brother noticed this awful scene.
Immediately, no doubt, by will of the divine force, he threw a long plant at them, while
holding the portion of root in his hand. Surabala caught the other end and Iswara
pulled both Surabala and Dhirendra to the bank. The whole incident happened like a
miracle. All of them were below the age of ten. But they displayed such wisdom, skill
and courage rarely demonstrated by older and experienced people in the face of such
grave disaster due to sudden panic and loss of wit. When Surabala remembered and
described this horrible experience she was full of gratitude to Shri Shri Thakur who
saved them through Iswara, as his instrument.

When Surabala grew up, there came, an inexplicable transformation in her life.
She felt. ‘l am not a body; | am Atma- ever free and sacred.” This sublime feeling was
the expression of her real state of sannyas, which entails the life of renunciation and
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non-attachment. Just at the age of fourteen, she was initiated to Sannyas by Shri Shri
Thakur. It was, in fact, the shower of a plethora of compassion on her. Her Sannyas-
name was ‘Suradhuni’. Shortly, after Surabala’s initiation to sannyas, her elder sister
Sailabala left for her heavenly abode. But before her death she told Surabala: ‘Thakur
may send you out but you never leave him. Always remain clinging to his feet.” Our
limited wisdom cannot comprehend the reason why Shri Shri Thakur initiated Surabala
at an early age. But surely, it can be said this life is a continuation of the past lives and
only an omniscient Brahmabid Sadguru knows the past samskaras and the subtle
connections of purification of mind.

Shri Shri Thakur left Assam-Bangiya Saraswata Math in the year 1922 and
decided to spend the rest of his life at Puri in Odisha, in order to live a life of solitude
and remain absorbed in thinking about the welfare of others. The sacred vibrations of
his holy thoughts on world-welfare would overwhelm the surrounding evil. Now, the
centre of his spiritual mission was shifted to Nilachala Kutir near Swargadwara at Puri.
When he came to Puri, along with a very few sevakas, he brought Surabala and Bimala
with him. While staying in Nilachala Kutir a memorable incident occurred in the life of
Surabala, the arrival of an orphan infant named Lilu (Narayani). In the year 1925, when
the infant was two months old, her mother passed away and father Suresh Chandra
Chattopadhyay, was initiated to sannyas. Suresh Chandra Chattopadhyay surrendered
the helpless infant at the lotus feet of his Gurudev and left for Kashi. On the
instruction of Thakur, the rearing and nourishing of the small infant was entrusted to
Surabala.. Shri Shri Thakur named this baby ‘Lilu’ and ‘Narayani’. She called Thakur
‘Baba’ and Surabala ‘Maa’. Since Surabala accepted the responsibility of rearing Lilu on
the instruction of Shri Shri Thakur, she treated it as the service to Thakur. In fact,
obedience to Shri Gurudev’s instruction is the greatest seva ever performed. Thus
Surabala became Lilu’s de facto mother, father, friend, guide, inspiration, philosopher
and companion.

When Shri Shri Thakur left his mortal frame in the year 1935, Narayani was only
ten vyears old. So her well-being, education and welfare became Surabala’s
responsibility, which she accepted ungrudgingly. In Narayani, she visualized Shri Guru-
Narayan and offered her total love and service. Surabala ensured that she received her
education and she received her Masters Degree. Narayani wrote several monumental
books on Shri Shri Thakur bringing out the undiscovered facts and truth in His
teachings and philosophy. During this time Surabala Devi came in close contact with
Durga Charan Mohanty Bhai, the ardent devotee of Shri Shri Thakur and previous
Secretary and Parichalaka of Nilachal Saraswata Sangha, established by Shri Shri
Thakur on his holy birthday in the year 1934. When Narayani, under the soothing care
of Surabala Devi, was working as a researcher on Thakur’s philosophy, the cruel
prarabdha did not spare her. She suffered from Tuberculosis, the deadly disease which
short-circuited her valuable life. Surabala Devi was with her when the grueling
torments of the cruel disease spread its tentacles. Durga Charan Bhai once told
Narayani Devi: ‘If you continue to write on Shri Shri Thakur, you will forget and get rid
of the pangs of the fatal disease’. It came true. She continued her endeavor and
service to Thakur amidst such pain and sufferings.
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It was 3rd January 1976, the beginning of the concluding episode of life of two
great sevikas: Surabala Devi and Narayani Devi. As desired by Shri Shri Thakur, Durga
Charan Bhai shouldered the responsibilities of these two great sevikas of Thakur and
arranged for their comfortable and peaceful stay in Ekamra Saraswata Sangha Asana
Mandir in Bhubaneswar. They were very happy during their stay in this Asana Mandir.
However, Narayani Devi passed away on 26th February, 1980 while staying here. It
was, probably, one of the greatest shocks to Surabala Devi, who could withstand it
remembering Shri Shri Thakur. Treating this loss as the will of Shri Gurudev she spent
the rest of life in solitude, meditating on Thakur. She was the lifelong President of
Nilachala Saraswata Mahila Sangha. While staying in the premises of Ekamra Saraswata
Sangha, both Surabala Devi and Narayani Devi attended several Sangha Pujas. They
shared their immortal experiences with devotees, who were extremely delighted and
inspired by their sweet and soft words on Shri Shri Thakur. When Rabindra Chandra
Ray, a great devotee of Thakur and the son of Nrupendra Chandra Ray, was staying in
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha Asana Mandir, Surabala Devi used to discuss Shri Shri
Thakur’s lila with him. It was like the confluence of two great oceans encompassing
and flooding ripples of joy over the entire Saraswata realm. On leaving the mortal
frame on 28th May 1994, in the premises of Ekamra Saraswata Sangha she has become
the eternal sevika in chidmaya realm of Shri Shri Thakur.

It is not possible to mention the Himalayan greatness of this great sevika within these
few pages. It is only a tip of the iceberg. It is a small endeavor to show this great lady
in patches, just like a map of the Himalayas showing the semblance of the real and
fabulous mountain. The wise reader’s sublime imagination will capture and understand
the immensity of realities from the small description of a symbolic map.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Dr. Rabindra Nath Parida
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha

+¥ 5K+

Floating Clouds

The universe has emerged or has originated from Ananda (divine pleasure), is part of
Brahma and will ultimately merge into Ananda at the time of dissolution. It is said that Brahma the
store house of universal pleasure desired to enjoy it. This happened to be the cause behind the
creation of this huge universe.

Now the question arises if Brahma is complete and wholesome, how can a desire surface
within Him because desire itself is the sign of incompleteness? And also, why is Brahma not able to
enjoy the pleasure stored within Him all by Himself?

Brahmasutra Bhasya created by Sri Adi Sankaracharya says Brahma is the bliss. In sloka 12 it
says “Anandamayobhasyat” - the blissful one by repetition. It is imperative that to enjoy pleasure
something other than the source of pleasure is necessary. So the desire to enjoy the stored part of
pleasure is natural for Him. The desire is not a deviation of Brahma but a natural phenomenon.
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Brahmasutra supports our claim by saying through sloka 13 “Vikarasabdannati chainya
prachurjyat”’. The desire and subsequent fulfillment of desire is not a modification. It only means
abundance of pleasure and subsequent transformation.

The cause of creation is Brahma or rather it is the desire to enjoy pleasure by Brahma. Effect
originates from the cause and the cause remains present within the effect. Universe as the effect
contains the cause within itself, which is nothing but the pleasure part of Brahma.

One may argue that pleasure as the emotion is subtle by nature. Why are gross materials
created for the enjoyment of Brahma? Brahma could have enjoyed the pleasure simply by activating
power of His mind. Mundaka Upanishad provides the answer. Through Agamaprakaran, Goudapad
Karika says vide sloka 3 “Viswahi Nivdhat”. It says “There are three types of enjoyment. Viswa ever
enjoys the gross, Tejas enjoys the subtle and similarly Prajna enjoys the bliss and knows enjoyment
of three fold.” One may ask how does Brahma connectto the three fold enjoyment? Mundaka
Upanishad answers this question vide Goudapad Karika sloka 1 “Vahirsproja smrutah” — “Viswa
experiences the external things and is all pervading, Tejas experiences the internal things and
similarly Prajna is a mass of consciousness. It is the same entity but is thought of in three ways.”

However, all these do not prove that Brahma enjoys the pleasure stored within Him.
Brahmasutra Bhasya responds through sloka 15 “Bhabechopeladha” - cause and effect are no
different, since the effect is perceived when the cause is there.

Through critical analysis, it can be found that cause is superior to effect, because an effect
cannot originate without the cause, yet cause can exist without effect. At the same time cause can
only be evaluated through its effect and there remains no other option.

The path of knowledge projects duality as conceptual and mono existence as reality. It puts
forward its argument that perception of multi variety existences are product of mind only. When
mind ceases to exist (function), the illusion of multi variety vanishes. In reality there is only one
existence and there is no second one.

Through Advaitaprakaran, Mundaka Upanishad says vide sloka 31 “Manodrusyamdam nai
bopalambyate” - all that there is together with all that moves or does not move is perceived by
mind for when mind ceases to be the mind, duality is no longer perceived.

But for common people, life on earth moves through ups and downs, enjoyment and
experiences, successes and failures, happiness and sorrow, desire and ambition. No doubt, people
accept life and various aspects of life as real. Sorrow and happiness is the product of life on earth. If
one looks back and analyzes the incidents, performances and the results of one’s performances’
then one certainly finds out that the results do not always fulfill one’s desire even after investment
of much time and energy. It seems as if some unseen entity is deciding the results. Desire and
aspiration invite either happiness or sorrow in one’s life. It seems like as if the whole life is a mass of
Floating Cloud embarked on an endless journey. The floating clouds have forgotten their origin and
the vastness of their sources of origin. Having become fragmented these move according to current
of air losing the power of control on motion and direction. According to scriptures, life is driven
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being and influenced by Prarabdha — the residual effect of past performances and Sanskara -
sacrament. Can the movement of life be controlled and forced to move upward till it reaches the
plane that is beyond the influence of time and the law of nature? The religions of world have
engaged to probe this and have discovered various means to achieve that. All have agreed that the
path of devotion is most suitable for the common man.

Like path of knowledge, devotion does not believe in Sadhana Chatushtaya as the basis of
progress on the road of spiritualism. Sadhana Chatushtaya, Nityanitya Bastu Viveka - differentiation
between mutable and immutable, lThamutrartha Phala Bhoga Viraga - desire not to enjoy result in
this life and in after life, Sad Sampati - six modes of spiritual practice and Mumukshutwa - desire for
salvation, are difficult to adopt and succeed in. Devotion professes the theory of firm faith and love
for the Lord as the instrument to reach the destination.

In the family life, love and emotional attachments exist between husband and wife, between
parents and children. This love is natural and is the binding factor of a family. One can adopt any
one out of the five types of emotions or “bhaba”, and then nourishing and culturing it, can move
closer to God. For a devotee, this closeness is very important as it ultimately culminates in merging
into God. God appreciates someone moving closer to Him. Reciprocating emotion of the devotee,
the formless, all pervading, all powerful God gladly accepts a wonderful form so that the devotee
can worship, interact with Him and love Him.

Mainly there are four modes of devotion, namely Tarun Bhakti, Sadhana Bhakti, Bhaba
Bhakti and Prema Bhakti. Through devotion one can become closest to God. In reply to Sri Arjuna’s
guestion, God revealed how one can become closer and closest to God. Lord Sri Krishna says to
Arjuna through Srimad Bhagavad Gita vide Bhakti Yoga, sloka 2 “Mayavesya Matah” — “One who
worships Me with faith and love and who offers the stabilized mind to Me is the best yogi, this is My
opinion.”

Again the Lord says vide sloka 20 “Je to me priyah” - those who adopt the path of pure
devotion, those who worship Me with desireless love and firm faith, those who decide Me as the
objective of life become very close to me.

Tarun Bhakti gives rise to the love for God in one’s mind but temporarily. Sadhana Bhakti
moves through the dos and don'ts, and enhances love for Lord in one’s mind. Bhaba Bhakti gets one
established in the divine emotion and decides a particular close relationship with God. Prema
Bhakti, the highest type of devotion, makes one dearest to the Lord. Gopis of Braja had adopted this
towards Lord Sri Krishna. Since Prema Bhakti begets in a desire-less mind, Gopis had no desire of
their own except to please Radharani and Krishna Chandra. They never prayed for anything for their
own benefit, and on the other hand Lord received their pure love but could not repay them. Lord
had become indebted to them for their unconditional, desire-less and pure love, and for their
dedicated service to Him. Maharshi Narada describes Prema Bhakti in Narada Bhakti Sutra and says
in sloka 54 “Gunarahitam Anubhavarupam” - devoid of all attributes, beyond any personal desire to
be benefited, ever expanding, without any break, it is very subtle by nature, it can only be
experienced and cannot be expressed by words. Even Udhava, the close associate of Lord Sri
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Krishna, failed to comprehend Gopi Prema. When he reached Braja per the direction of the Lord, he
was overwhelmed observing the plight of Gopis that originated from the physical absence of the
Lord in Braja. Then, Udhava was filled with compassion and tried his best to console them. He said
to them “Oh Gopis listen to me carefully. Whom you think is a cowherd boy is not so, in reality He is
the all pervading, most powerful God. If you want to avail Him then you should adopt the path of
Yoga. | can teach you Yoga if you so desire.” The Gopis started smiling and Udhava thought how can
these illiterate cowherd women know the import of Yoga? Suddenly one of the Gopis addressed
him and said “Oh Udhava, Kanha had taught us Raja Yoga. We all became successful and reached
the highest plane of Yoga Sadhana. But after becoming successful we offered the result of Yoga
along with the eighteen yogic powers at the lotus feet of our beloved Kanha. We do not need those
powers; we just need Kanha near us. Can you return our Kanha to us?” Udhava, the knowledgeable
devotee and close associate of Lord Sri Krishna, became speechless. He realized that he can never
become their equal, then how can he console them. Such was Gopi Bhaba. They never desired any
material gain for themselves, their sole objective of life was to please the Lord and make Him
happy. The smile on face of the Lord was their most valuable reward. Madhura Bhaba of Prema
Bhakti is based on Monism, not on Dualism.

There are three types of Ratis - modes of Divine Love; these are Sadharani, Samanjasya and
Samartha. Those, who love the Lord for the fulfillment of certain desires, adopt Sadharani Rati,
those who love the Lord with a small amount of ego in them; their love falls in the Samanjasya Rati
category. But those who love the Lord without any ego, any desire or expecting any return for their
love and service to the Lord, adopt Samartha Rati. The universal God becomes their very personal
Lord. The all pervading, ever free God likes to remain under such devotees. No reason can be
attributed for such love. They love the Lord for the sake of love only.

Oh if we can love our beloved Thakur like that, but is it possible that we can love Him like the
Gopis loved Sri Krishna? Can we ever do that? Our beloved Thakur says that yes, Gopi Bhaba is
greatest and is adoptable though difficult. He has asked us to love Him a little and apart from that
we do not have to practice any other spiritual activity. Can we love Him a little? We have exhausted
our love for our family, friends and for this mutable world. We have no more love left in us. He is
the emperor in the kingdom of love, but He is so compassionate that he says “Come up a step and |
will climb down ten steps to hold your hand and guide you to reach the wonderful plane of
supernaturalism.” For this purpose, to bless us, to guide us He has come to stay at each of our
Paribarika Asana. He accepts whatever food we offer Him. He sleeps on whatever bed we provide
Him. He is the Emperor of Universe yet he never complains. He is eagerly waiting to receive a little
of love from us. Oh Thakur we are not capable to offer you a little love you so desire from us. With
finite mind, with poor intelligence can we ever love you? We raise our hands in utter resignation.
Please, please Thakur make us capable to comprehend true love and make us able to offer you a
little love which you so much desire from us.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Santosh Mohanty
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar
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How To Attain Thakur’s Krupa?

America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) is a unique sangha that connects Thakur’s devotees
across miles, states, and countries just through a teleconference medium. It is solely because of
Thakur's blessings or His parama krupa that being so far from each other, we still feel connected as
a single soul, present in one asana mandira and praying to Him. Each sangha puja conducted in the
US is quite similar to the ones performed in India. Every week a Maa or Bhai has to take a pali or
responsibility for conducting the puja respectively. It is their duty to send out schedules for the
sangha puja a day or two prior to the event so that other Bhais and Maas can know the schedule of
the puja. To make our puja more useful and a worthwhile learning experience, we make sure that
we invite one of the representatives from the Nilachala Saraswata Sangha Kendra, on last Sunday of
every month to discuss about Thakur's bani or His sermons. These representatives are ardent
devotees and have profound knowledge that they have inculcated throughout their lives by doing
Thakur's seba. Therefore, they are requested to share their learning with us. At the end of a
discussion on a particular topic, we ask questions to them. In this article, | present a few of these
lively discussions related to His expectations from us to attain His parama krupa. Thakur has said
that as a human-being and most importantly as His devotee, we need to work towards achieving
four things to attain His krupa. They are advice (upadesha), order (aadesha), permission (anumati),
and blessings (ashirwada).

Thakur’s main advice (upadesha) is that we should prepare ourselves both mentally and
physically to do His service or seba. He brought each of us into this physical world and assigned us
with a responsibility. Therefore He has said,

“Mun Nitya lokara Nitya Purusa
Tuma mananku Ayi Jagatku Mun
Abarana Pindhei Neyi Aaasichi”

So, what exactly does His seba mean? Is it just about praying to Him, regularly twice a day? Is
it about doing some devotional service in a temple? Is it about offering food and helping the
destitute? Though praying to Him, doing services in a temple or helping the poor counts as His seba,
yet, they do not reflect much on our inner aspects. They tell us more about our outward appearance
which may be deceptive to the outside world. That may not entirely cleanse your soul and mind. In
other words they may not bring chitta sudhhi. To do His seba, Thakur has advised us following:

1. “Aadarsha Gruhastha Jibana Gathana”
2. “Sangha Shaktira Pratistha”

The first point clearly suggests that we must start doing His seba in our home first by leading
a life that balances between our family and spirituality. We refer it as a siddha jibana and the work
we do by leading such a life is our sadhana. In our lives, we must consider Him to be the Head of our
family and everybody else His son or daughter. We should always let him know everything
happening in our lives whether good or bad. Even if we are going out for work or for a visit He must
know what we are going to do. By doing so we feel that Thakur is always with us and guiding us on
the right path. Apart from this whatever work we do in our daily life, we must consider that to be
His seba. Even if we are writing a piece of code, treating a patient, or teaching students, we must
think as if we are doing a seba for Him. The cause to every problem in this world is Mun or I. We
should always think that we have no power to do a work on our own. It is He who that makes it
possible. We must remember that though we may consider ourselves as individuals with different
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professions, skill sets, and financial status, yet we are nothing but just a part of Him. He is the one
that brought us to this mortal world to do His job. He will take us back when our responsibilities are
over.

In the second point, He says that wherever more than two of His devotees meet, they must
establish a sangha to discuss His teachings, thereby, spreading Sanatana dharma. It is important
because it provides us a platform to not only to learn more about leading a suddha jibana and
performing sadhana, it also allows everyone to do Bhaba Binimaya, to discuss and analyze how we
are leading a suddha jibana and how far are we progressing with our sadhana. By clearly
communicating our thoughts, to Him and His devotees we share our joy, emotions, and mistakes we
do in our personal lives. It motivates us to do more good things in our lives for Him.

Through aadesha He orders us to do things He has assigned for us in this world. There is a
clear difference between aadesha and upadesha. By upadesha, He means we should get prepared
by doing sadhana whereas through aadesha He means after we are prepared, we have to do the job
assigned by Him. According to Thakur everybody in this physical world is a part of that one Universal
Soul. Thakur has brought each one of us with a purpose. We should always remember that only our
soul or atma is nitya parswada or immortal while our body that is composed of pancha bhuta or five
elements is mortal or temporary. Therefore, our soul drives this mortal body to do the work
assigned by Him. Once, the work is complete our soul will again unite with that Universal Soul. Then
the question is why did we come here? Why Thakur selected us to do His job? We come here
because of our Karma. Till they are not exhausted we are bound to this cycle of birth and death.
However, Thakur has said that whoever follows Him can get salvation or mukti more easily than
others. Therefore, Thakur has said,

“Mun Tumaku Hata Dhari Muktidhamaku Neyijibi.”

Through anumati He gives us permission to do His job. Every day before going for any noble
work we must seek his permission or blessings to do the work. Since He is the head of our family He
rightfully needs to know about everything we do. We should also remember that however hard we
may try if we did not have His permission we cannot be successful in His assigned job. | would like to
cite an example we have seen in our lives with respect to building Thakur’s Asana Mandira over
here in the US. From, last few years each and every member in AMSAS is working hard to succeed in
building the Asana Mandira. We brought a piece of land in a very congenial locality. We performed
a Bhumi Puja. We collected funds. However, due to certain issues we could not build it as we did
not get the required permissions. We were sad. However, later, we got to know that our building
architecture had flaws with respect to fire and other security issues. We needed to revive our
architecture and it was only then that we could start our work. From, that incident we can realize
without His permission we cannot do anything even if we have everything. He is there observing
everybody. He knows what is right and what is wrong for us.

Finally, he gives us ashirwad or blessings to do His work successfully. When Thakur knows
that we are capable of doing His job He assigns it to us and when we start doing it He bestows His
blessings on us to complete it successfully. We should never forget that whatever we do, He is
always with us and guides us in choosing the right path.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita,
Anup Kalia
America Saraswata Sangha
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Experiencing 61° Pradeshika Sammilani through webcast

Shri Shri Thakur has asked us to form a “Sangha” wherever there lived at least three of his
devotees. He also wanted that all his devotees to meet at Bhakta Sammilani once a year to learn
from each other’s spiritual experience, express their feelings with one another and be engaged in
the discussion of His teachings. As we all know, now there are several ways His devotees all around
the world get together at different times of the year and at different venues to partake that nectar
of spiritualism.

The true nature of Sammilani is summarized in these words of Shri Shri Thakur - "Bhakta
Sammilani is a personification of evolution of collective feeling of the devotees. Here, 'bhaba’
(feeling) of one individual completes the 'a-bhaba' of another. | intend to bestow on you absolute
Joyfulness; the Sammilani is instituted with this objective alone. | wish, the spirits of universal
brotherhood be established in the hearts of my disciples and devotees; and subsequently, find its
expression in the whole of the human beings. There has not been an effort like this, earlier, in our
country to organize such Spiritual Conventions."

The Pradeshika Bhakta Sammilani is held every year in Odisha in the Odia month of Magha
(January/February). The devotees of Shri Shri Thakur from all over Odisha and other Indian states as
well gather for the same very reason, i.e., to be engrossed in the love of hearing His teachings and
learning from each other’s spiritual experiences.

By the grace of Shri Shri Thakur, | have known Him for the last twelve years. However, | have
never been able to attend the Pradeshika Bhakta Sammilani in person, for various reasons. For the
last several years, we have had the opportunity to watch the Pradeshika Sammilani via live webcast.
| have heard a lot about this Sammilani and it has been my dream all along to attend the Pradeshika
Sammilani in person. However, because of the hard work and dedication of some of our fellow
brothers, we have been able to watch the Sammilani through webcast which started with the
Sammilani at Jaypur in 2009. It has been an amazing feeling to be part of this gathering through this
virtual medium and listen to the spiritual teachings of Thakur from our fellow Bhai’s and Maa’s.
Being able to participate virtually feels so amazing to me that | wonder how it would feel to be
present there in person! It is an opportunity for devotees from Odisha, India and outside including
the USA, those who could not attend Sammilani in person to watch it live.

The experience of viewing the Sammilani through webcast has improved a lot over the years
as the quality of the webcast has improved significantly from the time it first started. There is no
doubt in my mind that all of this has been possible by the grace of Shri Shri Thakur and His desire
that the joy be shared among all of his disciples and devotees across the world. Watching the
webcast has been a blessing but having said so, we should make all effort to attend the Sammilani
in person.

We have come a long way from the day when the first Pradeshika Bhakta Sammilani was
held at Ankoli of Ganjam district in Odisha in 1947. From about 60 devotees that met for the first
Sammilani, the congregation now has reached to the order of thousands. Last year, we had more
than 90 devotees who attended the Sammilani held in the USA. As our dream of having His Asana
Mandira in the USA come to fruition, | pray with all my heart to Shri Shri Thakur to bless us with the
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strength and wisdom to serve this society with absolute love and devotion. May His presence and
teachings be felt all across the USA and the world!

Lastly, | would like to acknowledge that this is my own expression of being part of His
Sangha. | beg for forgiveness from Shri Shri Thakur, Nilachala Saraswata Sangha and all the readers
for any mistake they may find in it.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Prabhakar Bai
America Saraswata Sangha

Your blessing is my desire

Lord, my God, my all,

Your blessing is my desire

Breathe your spirit into my very being.

Ignite in my soul the blessings of your love,

compassion, mercy, humility and truth.

Your child awaits instruction.

| am the instrument of your holy will.

Let my heart beat as one with your heart.

Let my lips sing your holy name in unceasing prayer.

Let my eyes see your truth and light.

Let my ears hear your guidance and instruction.

Let my mouth proclaim your truth with love and compassion.
Let my hands perform your work.

Let my feet walk the path of humility and mercy.

| am your disciple.

I rely on you, Lord God, for all that | am

| place my trust in you, for you are my desire, my salvation.
Have mercy on this servant.

Keep me in the shelter of your loving embrace.

Lord, help me live as your child

My Lord,

| struggle against the heavy tides of life.

The maelstrom current of the world pushes, pulls and twists me
around.

| lose my direction to you.

Rescue me, oh Lord.

Surround me with you grace.

Set my life compass to reach your door.

Annalisa Senapati

C/0 Sanuijit Senapati
America Saraswata Sangha
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My visit to The “Assam Bangiya Saraswata Math Centenary

Celebration”

The Assam Bangiya Saraswat Math as described by Lila Maa in her book “Nilachale Thakur
Nigamananda” has impacted me deeply. The strange human like behavior of the resident animals,
i.e. the cats and dogs, in the Matha was very interesting. She mentioned, Shri Shri Thakur had
expressed “The cats and dogs of the Matha should not be mistaken as ordinary ones”. She has also
described a cat in the Matha that liked eating “Prasad” and how the cat would wait for the “Prasad”
without eating anything till offering was made to Shri Shri Thakur. Maa also wrote about two dogs in
the Matha that followed Shri Shri Thakur to the train station swimming through the muddy water
and crying loudly with tearful eyes, till the train moved out of their sight.

It was here, where Shri Shri Thakur had started the beneficial service for the entire
humankind, by establishing the “Gurubrahma Asana”. Swami Swarupananda has stated the
following about the “Gurubrahma Asana”,

On the auspicious day of Akshaya Trutiya, Swami Nigamananda founded and blessed the
celestial seat of Gurubrahma with His sacred hands and the monastery (Shanti Ashram) also came
into being that very moment. Shri Shri Thakur summoned us and bade us to stand before Him. He
told us, “You just think that it is by stirring your heart, that | have founded this ‘Divine Seat’”. “I
(Swarupananda) with Bodhananda, Yogananda, Chidananda, Premananda, Ramaprasanna, Barada,
Raman Chowdhury, Saruram, Suren Sen and others were present. | saw bright rays like meteors
emitting from each of us and then disappearing in the Divine Seat which He has put before us.”

After reading these stories, | developed an intense desire to visit the Matha. Hence, when |
became aware of the centenary celebration, naturally | saw my golden opportunity to visit the
place. My mother, Urmila Maa, was also interested, and therefore | decided that we both will visit.
But | had a financial challenge, since | had bought my first home in the USA a few months ago. |
booked the ticket as soon as | received my tax refund money. On my request my brother booked
the necessary hotel rooms in Guwahati and Jorhat. Due to my mother’s old age and medical
condition (she suffers from arthritis and has to be in a wheel chair) we decided to stay at a hotel in
Jorhat.

Kamakhya Temple Visit:
We started the trip a week before the celebration. During our stay in Guwahati, we decided

to visit Kamakhya Temple on our second day there. That morning, our taxi driver took special
interest in getting my mother make it unto the temple. With the support of the local priest, he
arranged for two young boys to help lift my mother over the steep steps to the temple, which was
on top of the hill. On reaching there the priest took an unusual interest as well; he took my mother
into the sanctum sanctorum though a fire exit door, ignoring the security guard and by-passing a
huge line that had formed in front of the temple. There was also a line inside the sanctum
sanctorum but everyone got perplexed for a moment when they heard our loud utterance of “Maa
Maa” and intermittent “Jayaguru” Nama with our both hands raised and gave us the way to go
down the steps to the altar and have “Darshan”. | knew who was the doer of all these and was so
overwhelmed by HIS gracious blessing on us. Our entire trip to Kamakhya was over within 3 hours
and it will remain ever memorable to me for my entire life. Here on this hill, Shri Shri Thakur
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attained his “Nirbikalpa Samadhi” and came back with the notion that “He is Guru” and it was hard
to believe that we were right there breathing the same “holy air”.

The temple is small compared to others but it is on the top of the “Kamakhya” hill. The
Goddess is inside a natural cave with stream of water flowing at her feet. The Tantric tradition of
worship and animal sacrifice is still prevalent here. Occasionally, one could see the head of a
sacrificial buffalo or bird in front of Goddess.

Saraswat Math:

Saraswat Math is about 6 miles from Jorhat in a place known as “Kokilamukh”. When | asked
for directions to the hotel receptionist, she mentioned about the only road that goes there and also
warned at the same time that road was unpaved and to expect the ride to be bumpy. She lived near
the Matha and had visited the place before. The drive was indeed bumpy but very picturesque with
large trees on both sides of the road. As we went past the urban precincts, the road passed through
villages and paddy fields on both sides. One can see the Matha from 2 to 3 miles away as it stands
on its own in the middle of the flood plain of the huge Brahmaputra River. My heart started beating
heavily when | saw the flag of the Matha from a distance. There were also huge temporary gates
erected on the way for centenary celebration. The road was dusty and there were many little
bridges over small rivulets on the way; | failed to imagine how Shri Shri Thakur would have traveled
on this road by bullock cart.

There was a huge gathering of around 13000 to 15000 people. Most of them were staying in
makeshift tents, inside the Matha premises. Some locals also had traveled to the Matha for the
celebration. People had come from all over; | met people from the staes of Jharkhand, Odisha, West
Bengal and Assam. | felt a sense of brotherhood among all these people. There was an
overwhelming number of Odias there, which could very well be in the range of 20 to 30 percent of
the attendees. By watching the devotees, | had a feeling that they must have taken a big financial
hit for coming to the place. To quench my curiosity, | asked the question to one “Maa” (old lady)
who had started a casual conversation with my mother. She chocked up when answering my
guestion. She was from Jharkhand and said that “She owed her life to Shri Shri Thakur, as His was
the only shoulder where she found solace when she became a widow at a young age and had to
take care of her very young sons on her own. They set aside some money every month for such
visits.”

The words of Swami Swarupnanda regarding the bright rays like meteors emitting from each
of them and then disappearing in the Divine Seat of “Gurubrahma” Asana was frequently recited in
Bengali over the public announcement system. It was very captivating and was also energizing the
entire atmosphere there.

The Matha had three distinct buildings adjacent to each other. From the gate where one
enters, the “Jagatguru Asana Mandira” comes first. It is where the “Gurubrahma Asana” was
established by Shri Shri Thakur. The actual “Gurubrahma Asana” is below the ground level. There
are steps on both sides going down. We watched the evening “Arati” performed by a Sannyasi
through a grilled door that was closed, probably for safety reasons due to the large number of
devotees. The “Shri Shri Gauranga Mandira” was in the middle. Here we did “Stotra Bandana”. The
last structure is “Shri Shri Thakur’s Samadhi Mandira”. Here on the verandah, | could always find
people sitting silently in closed eyes in deep contemplation. As usual, the sanctum sanctorum of
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three temples was closed with grilled doors. The height of “Shri Shri Gauranga Mandira” is relatively
small compared to the other two. The Brahmaputra River flows on the back side of the Matha
almost touching its boundary wall. The Mandira was decorated with festival lights at night.

Inside the Matha premises, there was a well since the time of Shri Shri Thakur. There was also a
small single storied school-like structure that could have been the residence of Matha inmates. The
garden was truly eye-catching with wide variety of flowers. There was another garden around a
pond. The huge coconut trees by the side of the pond provided the much needed shade for tired
devotees to take rest or a nap. There was a signh mentioning that Shri Shri Thakur used to take a
walk along the side of this pond garden.

There was one unique Bengali tradition that caught my attention. Devotees were offering
“Diyas” (clay lamps) and “Agarbati” (incense sticks) in the front yard of the Shri Shri Gauranga
Mandira just like the way it is done in temples. They also offered “Churi” (bangles) and red strings. |
also noticed many decorated “Kalasas” (earthen pots). | saw coins thrown on the floor in front of
Shri Shri Thakur’s Bigraha as well. These are things never seen in any of our Ashrams in Odisha.

A temporary puja mandap was erected like that of a Sammilani Mandap, for the general
gathering and puja near to the Matha. The pedestal was beautifully decorated and it was about 7 to
8 feet in height. In the middle, Shri Shri Thakur’s Bigraha was decorated superbly.

Since it was the centenary celebration, the programs were very different from the usual
Sammilani that | had witnessed before. It was inaugurated by Governor of Assam, Sri Janaki Ballabh
Patnaik, who landed in a helicopter on the river bed. There was a “Dharma Sabha” which was
attended by Sadhus from other Ashrams, unrelated to Shri Shri Thakur, like the Ramakrishna
Mission. | was in one such Sabha, where a saint from the Ramakrishna Mission made a speech,
which was very impressive. In his speech he mentioned Shri Shri Thakur as “Purna Purusha” (a fully
developed soul). He described one incident from his life that is worth mentioning here.

“Once he was visiting a village in a rickshaw (hand driven cart). On the way he enquired the rickshaw
puller whether he owns the rickshaw or did he rent it. The rickshaw puller mentioned that he rented
it and the owner lived in Calcutta (a far off place) and he sends him a part of his daily earnings on a
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monthly basis. So the Sadhu, in the usual maroon outfit advised him to be little smart and declare
less income to the owner and pocket the difference. At this point, the old man stopped his rickshaw,
looked strangely at the Sadhu and asked him to get off his rickshaw. He had serious doubts about
the authenticity of the Sadhu for giving him such an impious advice.”

The actual adherence to the truth is far better than reading or telling about them.

Some of the speakers spoke about Shri Shri Thakur’s Lila during his stay at Matha that | had
never read or heard before like “requesting Bhairavi Maa to go out at night alone by herself because
two of Shri Shri Thakur’s contemporary Tantric saints came there to investigate, and the curse of
Shri Shri Thakur on the Brahmaputra River not to breach the Matha walls.”

Baul songs were so soothing and thought provoking. The intermittent bhajans and cultural
dance programs were par excellence.

Here are few things | observed that would stay with me for rest of my life.

1. There was no entry fee but donations were encouraged. On the last day they ran out of
donation receipts. They were receiving donations in all denomination from few rupees to
thousands. There was no expectation set for the donations and same treatment was meted to
all irrespective of the amount. My mother used to send donation to “ABSM” every year through
Padhi Maa who lives near our house and is connected to the Math. But as my mother was there
with me, | thought it would be better if she gives it with her own hands. But as she cannot walk
to the donation stand, | requested the Bhai to come to the car and collect. This was pretty
unusual request but Bhai did not mind coming and collecting. It was a moving gesture and |
could witness my mother’s pleasure when getting the receipt, directly from him.

2. There was continuous Prasad preparation on huge wood burning “Chulas” (stoves) and
continuous Prasad distribution. There was no rest. The morning breakfast was milk and “suji”
(cream of wheat); then the lunch included two to three curries, followed by afternoon snacks of
“mudi” (puffed rice) and mixture, and finally dinner at night. Maas’ were continuously cutting
vegetables and there was a huge vegetable storage area. The dining hall was gigantic and could
accommodate two thousand people at a time in a sitting.

3. I met local people there who treat Shri Shri Thakur as one of their own relative. Shri Shri Thakur
had visited their house and had stayed with them. When | inquired as to how they knew Thakur,
they just got amused. Some of them described the simple incidents that had happened in their
homes as heard from their parents.

| met Basanta Sundar Ray Bhai and Maa (Biswajit Bhai’s parents) and Pramod Mohanty Bhai
there as well. It was a very unique experience to see and meet people from far away locations
coming to this festive occasion. There must be something that inspired them to go through so much
of trouble to visit such a remote place. Yes, even after 100 years, the place is still remote. | could
very well imagine how it would have been during Shri Shri Thakur’s time. From my heart | salute all
those people who have toiled hard to keep this Matha running through all these years.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita

Rabi Narayan Tripathy
America Saraswata Sangha
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My experience with Shri Shri Thakur

Introduction:

| came to know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj during my childhood days. Initially when | went with
Biranchi Bhai to Satshikhya Mandir in Bhubaneswar, | was not aware of a thing; and the only thing |
did was offering my pranam to Thakurji and eating prasad. My only seba then was “Prasad Sebana”.
Gradually | accompanied my mother, Bina Maa, during mahila puja at Ekamra Saraswata Sangha.
We used to have regular puja at our Gruhasana. When | had to leave my home to join Engineering
College, my mom gave me Thakurji's Bigraha and two books, “Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda” and
“Nigama Upadesha”, and asked me to pray and read at least a page from each of the books daily.
Subsequently when | moved to Bangalore for my job, | joined Bangalore Sakha Sangha. This was the
first time | applied for and received my parichaya patra, and | consider it to be Thakur’s grace. We
used to have monthly puja at Maharana Bhai's house. | was regularly reading books and Saraswata
Madhuri as well.

Attending America Sammilani:

| somehow wished that | could go to America and attend Sammilani there. Thakur paved the path
and | happened to reach the US just a month and a half prior to the America Sammilani in 2010. |
was worried whether in such short notice | will be granted leave to attend the Sammilani. Without
thinking | went ahead and booked the tickets from Ohio to Sammilani location in North Carolina. My
next step was to ask my manager for leave. The next morning, | stood quietly in front of my
manager for a moment and then asked if | could work remotely for two days. He agreed without any
hesitation. | was very happy to attend my first Americas Sammilani.

Shri Shri Thakur's Entrance:

| usually go to sleep early by 9 pm. One night somehow | woke up from my sleep around 2 am. |
heard a weird sound and screamed. It stopped for a while and then started again. | was not able to
sleep and it seemed like a woman walking back and forth on our roof from one end to the other. |
did not call anyone and just tried to keep quiet. The next day it happened again around 1 am and
continued till 3 am. The next day | narrated the whole thing to my mother. She tried to convince me
that it was nothing but my imagination. The next time we both heard the same thing. At that time
Biranchi Bhai was our tutor and he once took me to Satshikhya Mandir where | first saw Thakur
Maharaj. A couple of months passed by but | still had the same state of fear. It was the time for Shri
Shri Thakur Maharaj to enter our house. Biranchi Bhai bought us a “Premika Guru Bigraha”. From
the day Shri Shri Thakur entered our house there has been no such disturbance. | waited long nights
to hear the sound, but it did not happen again. Time went smoothly and | participated in Puja and
Prayer with my mother. She used to wake up very early and complete the morning puja. After
couple of months my mom was ill and needed some rest and she was worried how to manage the
activities. Now it was my turn and | knew nothing about puja but somehow I said that “Maa, do not
worry, | will do the puja.” Then she explained me everything and helped me for couple of sessions
so that | do not make mistakes. One early winter morning, | opened the main gate to enter the
garden to pluck flowers. | saw one tall well-built man wearing white clothes roaming around. All |
could see from the back was the hair like Thakur’s. The moment lasted only for seconds and he
vanished. | narrated this to my mother and she said that Thakur likes to roam in the garden to see
flowers and vegetables.
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It is indeed a great privilege being a part of the Nigama Paribar. This year would be third time | will
be joining America’s Sammilani and first time at our Americas Asana Mandir. | remember the days
when | was able to attend North Carolina Pathachakra, Virginia Pathachakra, California Pathachakra
with Bhai's Maa's and kids. | cherish and think like “Emiti sukha kauthi nahin” being together like
“Sangha”. Now | have moved to the far west near Los Angeles and able to join weekly puja sessions.

My Prayer - Wherever you take us, be with us always.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Debi Prasad Das
America Saraswata Sangha

Shri Shri Thakur in my life

| came to know about Thakur Maharaj from my parents when | was 12 years old. At that time, | was
not aware of the importance of having a Guru. | was just following the footstep of my parents and
attending Sangha Puja and doing Prathana every day. As | grew older | started reading about Shri
Shri Thakur Maharaj which inspired me to know more about Him.

Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj is present within us. As in our daily life if we purchased a thing or we are
offered something perfect, but we do not accept it, then, it would be impossible for us to use or
enjoy the benefits from it. It is same with Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj's presence within us. Unless we
accept that our life is His Life and that all power and energy we have is His Power and Energy, we
cannot accomplish the work for which we came to this world. As a devotee of Thakur Maharaj, we
will have to choose whom we shall serve, the presence of Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj within us or the
outer human self.

While growing up | realized that | was not a great student in my school. | never showed interest
towards studies. | always ask Thakur why | was not a good student. Am | not lucky enough or do |
not have the talent? | always thought that | could not do it or | was not made for it. | always prayed
to get good results in exam and if | did not get it then | always blamed Thakur. Meanwhile, | have
got into a competition with one of my close friends to get good marks, this forced me to study and
get good marks. This was my decision and my hard work. Finally, | achieved what | wanted to get. |
got good marks in the tenth. | would like say here, God will never give you something that you do
not deserve. He only can show us the right way and we have to work hard to achieve it. By saying
that | believe it is Shri Shri Thakurji Maharaj's grace that | got into this competition and | realized my
capabilities.

We are not perfect and we can be perfect only if we have trust in Him and have kindness for all the
living beings in this mortal world.

Lastly, | would like say that it is his grace and support that encourages us to do the good work, and |
pray that he always be with us, show us the right way, give us his blessings, guide us to be better
human beings and serve society as per his ideology.
Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Sushil Kumar Behera
America Saraswata Sangha
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Young Aspirants’ Section
A Letter to Young Aspirants of America Saraswata Sangha

Almost all of us have written essays on what we would do if we become President or Prime
Minister. When Biswajit Bhai asked me to submit an article for the Saraswata Madhuri 2012
publication, it felt like a bolt of lightning struck me because it is not always easy to come up with an
article on spirituality without recollecting from your past learning or gathering few lines from Shri
Shri Thakur's books. It is not an irrefutable fact that anything | could write is not already there nor is
it known to some of us. It took me nearly a week to think of what to write, and | finally thought to
write an essay on"what would you do if you would have been God". Well this article sounds easy,
does it not? After thinking about the article | got in touch with my old friend, oh yes, “Google” (no
marks for guessing) to get ideas or check for published material on this topic. To my surprise there is
very little material unless my ability to search has rusted over the years. In K-10 classes when you
are made the President or Prime Minister for duration of writing the essay it is so stereotypical that
you can write few pages without taking a break. And even when we are not stereotyped as an adult,
we all have some knowledge on what are the roles and responsibilities of the head of state.

Now, when you are the head of the universe in which every known and unknown living organism is
your child, things are bit difficult. In truth, | have never seen God’s daily routine before and also
have no idea where to begin with. So, now the question arises is God replaceable? And because
when you become God you must perform something better than your predecessor. To perform the
duties of God what are the prerequisites? Of course, we all have to bear those heavenly qualities.
Are you going to address any micro or macro problems? So, the obvious choice is to start scavenging
from the Gita, the Bible, and the Quran or may be all of them at once. Start with imagining the
picture Krishna’s Biswarupa. A quote from the Bible says "God is Omnipotent, Omnipresent and
Omniscient". When | just checked few more lines in Wiki related to Islam in the Quran which says
"He is God, the One and Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; and
there is none like unto Him." Well, that makes it easier since God is irreplaceable. Hence, we have
nothing to do. Pause, are we not supposed to write about what we would have done had we been
God? Therefore, we have no excuse now but to wear the shoes of God and stay focused. Just for the
clarity of reading from this point onwards "I" refers to God "We" refers to all others.

So, in order to be God, we have to find out what is God’s job. Of course, | have no choice but say
that | will build a hospital, a school or a road here. We all know that God maintains balance in this
world. God himself is complete, and he has neither desires nor worries for himself. If one remains in
hunger then it can also be considered as God's wish and same when someone suffers with pain
from disease. When | am God, can | not correct it? So that no one has to go through the cycle of life
and death. Will you believe it when you are told that someone is going through this vicious cycle of
life and death due to their own actions? Probably not, as we have not agreed to the chicken or egg
conundrum or at least not yet. Is God not at fault for starting this cycle in the first place? Then, why
did God start this cycle of life and death? If someone’s only purpose is to achieve salvation, then
does it not defy the very reason for God’s creation? Well, if | were God, definitely, | would have not
created all of you to endure pain. | would like everyone to be happy and remain in peace. However,
| may be at fault that | gave you the consciousness. A person in a coma is not much different than a

" Kindergarten through 10" grade
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stone. If | were to put everyone in such a state so that peace can be established, then | think you will
all disagree with me and say that 'there is no way my God would do that'. May be | will build a few
more temples or churches and you will chant there always, and again | am sure that some of you
will disagree by saying how selfish can God be when many of us have no place to live but he has so
many temples built for himself. Bible also says “All things were created by him and for him.” Does
that mean we are all created to entertain God? Then as God, why cannot | entertain myself.
Basically, | created everything that pleased me and since | am perfect so are all my actions.

The missing link here is that we think we are separate from God. Most of us agree that God created
the universe. Therefore the universe is an extension of God and so are all living or dead beings. If
you say your overgrown hair is you, then how are we separated from God? If we are always
connected with God around the clock what is it that separates us? The simple answer is that our
consciousness is what connects and separates us from God. Therefore, whatever we are doing daily
is what God does and "we" never existed it is all "me". All temples or places of worship serve the
sole purpose of reminding each of us that we do not exist but are just extensions of God. So when
an atheist questions, have you seen God? The answer is, checkin the mirror.

At least, we have reached a point where we know the clear, though difficult, objective of God, is
making his creation believe that they are all God. So far, | have failed miserably in my only job. If we
analyze Shri Shri Thakur's teaching in a subtle way we will figure it out Thakur has only attempted to
make us believe that we are part of him. We are all liberated; it is just that we do not know. We try
to gain pleasure through certain actions that we never would have done if we could have
maintained consciousness of our high ground at all times. We have taken God’s name only to hide
from our weaknesses. We are addicted to our shortcomings in a way as we are in our own vicious
cycle of wrong doings and regrets. We are not pleased for what we have but more interested on
what others do. God’s only job is to sustain this universe and his performance is not measurable. So
next time you chose to take on me try to put yourself in my shoes.

Coming back to who | am and assuming my essay has turned out to be extremely difficult to be put
in words, please try to write your own (at least a request to young aspirants) so we all adults, Bhai
and Maa can learn from you.
Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Biswaranjan Das
America Saraswata Sangha

Definition of a good person

The definition of a good person is to use good manners and follow directions from Thakur, parents,
and elders. Our action should not hurt anyone. If you are good to people, Thakur will always love
you, help you, and keep you safe. Thakur is not happy when you do wrong things.

The people around the world should always be nice. We should help people who are in need.
Honesty and respect are the only things you should do; but, you still have to follow directions and
use good manners.

Before going anywhere like school, park, or shopping, we should let Thakur know. He is always with
us.
Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Ashmita Nayak
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Benefits of Polite Talking

Talking is @ major part of our lives as it is necessary. It is astonishing how effective communication
through polite words can have wonderful impact on everyone. You can win the hearts of many
people, have a better reputation, and build good relationships with the people around you. Here are
some aspects of talking.

Speech
Speech is very powerful. When someone speaks, he or she can make friends and develop other

relations. Through impolite speech, one gets bound and loses his or her freedom. Speech is a
necessity of life. Words do not cost anything but they are priceless. So they have to be used with
care. When someone speaks, it should not be for gossip, but for meaningful purposes.

Gentle words

Another important thing about talking is how it is conveyed. Gentle words and speaking in a soft
tone is always appreciated. The sweet manner accompanying gentle words touches the heart of the
receiver.

Body Language

Body language is the unspoken communication that goes on in every face-to-face encounter with
another human being. It expresses someone’s true feelings towards you and how well your words
are being received. Between 60-80% of our messages is communicated through our body language,
only 7-10% is attributable to the actual words of a conversation.

When you speak to someone three things are very important to pay attention to:

1. Thoughts behind the words (dominating factor is the Thought)
2. Loudness of the voice and choice of words (dominating factor is the Word)
3. Body Language (dominating factor is the Deed)

Impolite talking and its impact
Those who cause problems for others by talking rudely will not make progress in Sadhana. This is
because for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.

When a person causes pain to someone with rude talking, he or she will feel the pain that he or she
inflicted on the other person. Ultimately, the person will not have inner or mental peace because in
every living being there is a Brahma.

Sometimes, you may feel that someone is not close to you and not your own. This is not true.
Everybody is close to each other. Do not differentiate between people. Always treat outsiders and
your own relatives in the same way.

Whenever you help others, you will feel satisfied. However, when you do not help the person and
cause them trouble and get benefited, this will create problems for you. So when you cause pain to
someone, there will not be inner satisfaction and peace. You will also feel sad. When someone is
talked rudely to, he or she will replay in his or her mind over and over again and think about
revenge.
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Those who are doing Sadhana (including japa and reading about /eela) will not face this situation.
Meditating, being more religious, and controlling what you speak will stop rude talking from within
you. This bad quality will not come to you. By doing so, you will have complete control over what
you say. If those who have complete control over what they say and keep their minds on the lotus
feet of God, their minds will change and then they will be able to change their way of talking.

There are many benefits in talking softly. God will be happy if you talk nicely with animals and
humans, alike. If you talk sweetly to birds or pet they will listen to you. Similarly, if you praise God or
any human being, even they will become happy and pleased. For example, if you talk to a sad or
needy person very nicely, but cannot help them, they still can become a little happy and their
sorrow will decrease. They will feel somewhat relieved. Another example is doctors. When doctors
talk kindly to their sick patients, their patients will have hope and trust their doctor. Sometimes, the
illness can go away like that. The doctor will also get benefited by having a good reputation.

If you are hurting somebody, talking nicely is as bad as talking rudely because of intentions to hurt
him or her. Telling someone else’s secret or personal matter to others is unfair talking. Those who
are doing Sadhana should control what they say. First they should practice speaking softly, politely
and truthfully. Then they will be eligible for doing Sadhana, or austerity. If you talk to someone
rudely, and realize your mistake afterwards, then you need to attempt preventing that situation
from happening again.

The following story depicts the effects of rude talking and the benefits of polite talking:

There were three friends who went to tour a city. On the way back to their village, while resting
underneath a tree, they thought of taking something home. Nearby, they saw a fruit vendor selling
different types of fruits. They thought to take some fruits to their homes. One by one, they went to
the fruit vendor. The first friend went to the fruit vendor and harshly asked, “How much do all of
the fruits cost?” His voice showed lots of arrogance. After hearing the price of the fruits, he got
irritated and said, “Why are you stating such a high price? Do you think that | have not bought any
fruits before and do not know the price? You are cheating me!” The fruit vendor felt a little
distressed in his mind but did not express it in his face. When giving the fruits, he added some bad
ones to the good fruits he was giving. He weighed the fruits, received the money and the person
went away.

After that, the second friend came to the fruit vendor. In a callous voice, he asked the price of the
fruit. When the vendor was weighing the fruit, he kept on saying that the vendor is making a
mistake and is trying to cheat him. Hearing this, the vendor became a little angry and replied, “I may
be a poor person, but | have no intention of cheating you. Why are you saying this? If you want the
fruit then take it. Why are you bothering me? | have been doing this business for a long time. Why
are you trying to fight with me and defame me?” The friend did not say anything and told the
vendor to give him the fruit. Along with some good fruits, he gave some bad fruits and sent the
second person off.

After some time the third friend came. Since the first two friends talked meanly to him, the vendor

was sitting very sadly. The third friend walked up to him and courteously said, “Brother, it is almost

end of the day and you still have to sell all of these fruits? When will you go home? You might have

come here from home in the morning, and you must feel very hungry.” After hearing this, the fruit

vendor’s face lit up and he was bursting with happiness. He smiled and said, “Brother, our life is very
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hard; who will look after us? It is great that there are caring, concerned people like you in this
world. Upon hearing your words, anyone’s hunger and thirst will disappear. The world is there
because of people like you. Will you have any fruits?” The friend responded, “If | had enough
money, | would get more fruits than needed so that you could return home quickly. Anyway, here is
all the money that | have. Give me the fruits based on your price after weighing them. Cheerfully,
the vendor gave only the best fruits and also took some out from his storage area, which had the
freshest fruits. He weighed the fruits at a lower price than the other two friends and gave extra
fruits to the third friend. Then the fruit vender did namaskar to the person. The friend’s face was
filled with tears. They felt as if they were very close to each other.

From my personal experiences, | was not really aware of how some ways talking can be rude and
affect the other person very negatively. | learned that it is best to always speak nicely because it
makes others happy, and ultimately, it will make me happy. | know that sometimes | may be hurting
others when | talk, so now | will try my best to respectfully speak to everyone | talk to. | pray to Shri
Shri Thakur to make me be able to talk to everyone politely and nicely so that | will not be able to
hurt anybody.

Source: Sangha Sebak 43™ year, 1% part

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Saumyashree Ray

My Experiences with Shri Shri Thakur

| like doing puja with my family. One of my favorite parts of doing puja is reading ‘Swami
Nigamananda for Young Readers’ book. Also, | like clapping and playing the gini at the end of puja.
On Sunday, my sister and | read a story in the Young Aspirants’ session and each of us participating
in the puja session tells whether we liked the story and if we have questions or comments. | have
learnt that Thakur lived an honest and truthful life. | also learned that Thakur did not believe in Gods
and Goddesses when he was young. He was always helpful and never let anyone fail at what they
are trying to accomplish. | like puja because it helps me learn about our Thakur and understand his
life.

Recently, | saw the Asana Mandir while my dad was making sure if the measurements were correct
for each of the rooms. | was amazed to see how much of the temple was completed. | cannot wait

to see all the future Sammilanis being held there.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shashwat Prabhakar
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His Guidance

He guides me through all paths
With His radiant and powerful light
Which in all my actions and decisions
Helps me do what is right.

| pray to Thakur each day,
To give me the strength and devotion
To become an ideal human being
Not entangled in emotion.

| hope to attain salvation,
I learn what’s right and not make a mistake
To seek refuge from my never-ending sins
And to reflect myself and get rid of hate.

Only with His help,
| will be able to help others in need,
And wash away their gaping wounds,
With love and care indeed.

To strive to be selfless,
To rate sorrows and success exactly the same
Always doing Thakur’s work,
And never wanting any fame.

| know | cannot do this on my own
For I will always seek His light,
Therefore, | bow down to His Lotus feet
And surrender myself to His vision and sight.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreya Prabhakar

* 4+ 5+ K
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Asana Mandira in USA

By the grace of Shri Shri Thakur, on August 24, 2010 (Shri Shri Thakur’s birthday), land
measuring 8.5 acres was purchased in Efland, North Carolina. Asana Mandira construction work
started in March 2012.

Part of the land had been cleared in January 2012 and then construction progressed quickly.
Since the Asana Mandira construction started, on North Carolina Pathachakra Puja days, my family
and | visited the construction site of the Asana Mandira, saw the progress and took pictures every
month. Previously, we used to stop by, on the way to Pathachakra Puja, when the land was a forest.
In the beginning of March, | saw the concrete floor and brick wall being built in the basement. It was
cool when the workers were throwing bricks to each other to complete the task. Later in March, a
bore well was dug to find a source of water. | came to knew that there is not going to be enough
water coming out of the well initially and the crews had to dig deeper. Later, the city water
connection was established. | visited the construction site in April with my family. In that month, the
cabinets, countertops (granite and marble), carpet and the doors for the Asana Mandira were
chosen. By then, the roof construction was finished. At that point, you could tell which rooms were
what. By the middle of May, the 3
windows, the front door and staircase
were installed. A platform for Shri Shri
Thakur in the Puja hall was also set
up. | had the opportunity to walk
around all three floors and go into
each room. In that month, the
selections for marble tiles, floor tiles,
cook top, washer and dryer were
made. When | visited on June 9",
more of the forest in the back had
been cleared, the walls had been =
insulated and plastered and the deck was constructed The interior of the house was really looking
different this time. Shri Shri Thakur’s bedroom furnitures and chair were ordered that same day.

When | visited the Asana Mandira on June 15%, the septic tank had been placed in the west
side of the building. Also, another large area in the southwest side was cleared for the parking lot.
The parking lot was covered in gravel. The cabinets in the kitchen room have been installed. Doors
were being installed in all the rooms. A lot of progress has happened in the construction, so not
much is left to do except for the detailed finishing work such as carpeting, tile and marble flooring,
wall painting, and installing appliances. Then the building will be surrounded with lawn, bushes and
flower plants.

Once the Asana Mandira is ready, many pujas will be held there. This includes Sammilani,
Pathachakra Puja, Sangha Puja, and Young Aspirants’ sessions. By Shri Shri Thakur’s blessings, 2012
will be the first time that the Sammilani will take place in the Asana Mandira. | am eagerly waiting
for this to happen. Jayaguru!

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Bedaprakash Ray (Gyan)
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2011 Sammilani Photos
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Asana Mandira Construction Photos
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Ameriea Saraswata Sangha

2011 Fiscal Report

* Sammilani Expense

Income

Annual Pranami from Sangha Members $1,600.00
Sammilani Delegate Fee $2,040.00
Sammilani Lodging Fee $5,090.00
Sammilani Padasana Pranami $608.82
Magazine Sale $432.00
Pledge for Aasana Mandira Construction $74,292.00
2012 Sammilani Aabahaka Pranami $1,530.00
Parichaya Patra Application Pranami $9,157.35
Mailing Cost Reimbursement $15.79
SJSSM Annual Pranami for NSS $720.00
SJSSM Class Puja Delegate Fee $400.00
SJSSM Class Puja Padasana Pranami $74.00
Pathachakra Padasana Pranami $680.00
Resale of Leftover Iltems (grocery items) $283.64
Interest from CD Account $262.08
Misc Pranami $2,074.23
Misc Income (bank) $0.03
Total $99,259.94
Expense

Pranami to NSS with Parichaya Patra $9,407.35
Sammilani Padasana Pranami to NSS $300.00
SJSSM Class Padasana Pranami to NSS $74.00
Sangha Approval Pranami to NSS $21.00
Pathachakra Padasan Pranami to NSS $588.00
Sammilani Expense $8,345.89
Magazine Production $500.00
Aasana Mandira Construction $26,000.00
Mailing Expense — Magazines $18.20
SJSSM Annual Pranami to NSS $720.00
SJSSM Class Puja Expense $0.00
Misc Expesne (Bank) 0.01
Total $45,974.45
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YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly $4,570.00
Food $1,349.88
Decoration $112.19
Aananda Sabha $60.52
Van Rental (Including Gas

Expense) $330.04
Miscellaneous (Fans etc.) $49.29
Travel - NSS Representative $1,660.00
Donation to Sadharanasabha

Guest from ISKCON $150.00
Sound System (Wireless Mic) $63.97
Total $8,345.89



Directory of Bhaktas in ‘America Saraswata Sangha’ and their Family Members

Sl Name Introduction
No
1 | Aditya Narayan Tripathy | came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Late Gobinda Ch. Tripathy and
Sasmita Mishra Mrs. Urmila Tripathy of Sunabeda Sangha. — Aditya bhai
Child:
Arushi
2 | Amitav Dash With HIS blessings, both of us were born in Thakur's families, know and worship Shri
Padmini Dash Shri Thakur Maharaj as our GOD (Sadguru) since childhood through the influence,
Child: diection and inspiration of Shrimat Swami Trigunananda Saraswatijee. - Amitav Bhai
Saraswat
3 | Anup Kalia | came to know Thakur from my childhood through my parents Shiba Prasad Kalia
and Late Kakali Kalia members of Rourkela Saraswata Sangha.l was also a member of
Rourkela Saraswata Sangha. In fact my entire paternal side is associated with
Thakur. — Anup bhai
4 | Ashwini Kumar Nayak | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents. They are the members of
Sanghmitra Nayak Balasore Saraswata Sangha. — Ashwini bhai
Children:
Ashmita
Ansh
5 | Barada Kanta Nayak | started accompanying my parents, Rasa Bihari Nayak and Meena Kumari Nayak to
Sonia Mohanty Puri Smruti Mandir from my early childhood. | am a member of America Saraswata
Child: Sangha. — Barada bhai
Simran
6 | Bibhuti Kumar Sahoo | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Bairagi charan Sahoo and
Sangeeta Sahu Shantilata Sahoo of Nayagarh Sangha. — Bibhuti bhai
7 | Bijoy Kumar Sahoo Through my mother Ketaki Maa. | started accompanying my mother as a child to the
Ratna Jena Cuttack Jobra Sangha. — Bijoy bhai
Children:
Mohit
Lara
8 | Binaya Kumar Sahoo | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Bairagi charan Sahoo and
Shibani Sahu ( Aru) Shantilata Sahoo of Nayagarh Sangha. — Binaya bhai
Children:
Arush
Aron
9 | Biswajit Sundar Ray I knew Shri Shri Thakur from my grandfather Late Balabhadra Sundar Ray and
Smitarani Sundar Ray parents Basanta Kumar Sundar Ray and Minita Manjari Sundar Ray of Begunia
Children: Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar. - Biswajit bhai
Saumyashree
Bedaprakash
10 | Biswaranjan Das | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents, specifically from my father as he is
Lipika Das the first to explore Thakur. | used to go to Cuttack Jobra asan mandir.
Child: — Biswaranjan bhai
Yukta
11 | Brajendra Panda I know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj since childhood; my grandfather, late Biswanath

Rashmi Rekha Panda
Child:
Brij Gopal

Panda was a member of Kendupatna Shakha Sangha. — Braja bhai
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12 | Brundaban Sahoo I came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of
Padmagandha Sahoo Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. —Padma maa
Children:

Aditi
Arnav

13 | Chinmaya Patro | came to know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj from my Parents (Bhabani Patro Maa,

Lipika Rani Patro Rajeswar Patro bhai from Angul Sakha Sangha). | used to attend Jagannathpur Sakha
Sangha. | am a member of the same sakha sangha. Lipika Maa, after marriage,
became a member of Saraswata family through Jagannathpur Sakha Sangha.

— Chinmaya bhai

14 | Chinmayee Dash I knew Shri Shri Thakur from my father Rabindra Nath Dash, uncle Late Baishana
Satyabrata Sahu Charan Dash of Kaduapada Sangh, Jagatsinghpur.

— Chinmayee maa

15 | Debashis Dash | was born in Thakur’s family and came to know about Him from my parents Dr.
Prachi Shrivastava Jagannath Dash and Mrs. Sudhanjali Dash, and my maternal and paternal

grandparents. My paternal grandfather Mr. Manmohan Dash and late grandmother
Mrs. Kamala Dash were regular members of Balasore Sangha. My maternal
grandparents Mr. Satyabadi Rath and Mrs. Sasikala Rath are regular members of
Rourkela Sangha. | have attended Sangha puja in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela since |
can remember. | was a member of the Kendra Sebaka Sangha before coming to US.
— Debashis bhai

16 | Debi Prasad Das | came to know about Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj through my mother Mrs. Bina Das
involvement with Ekamra Saraswata Sangha and Biranchi Bhai ( Biranchi Kumar
Rath ) and started accompanying them to go ashram from my early childhood days.

— Debi bhai

17 | Devi Prasad Samal | came to know more about and got influenced with Shri Shri Thakur through my
Snigdha Sahu mother Mrs. Abanti Samal’s involvement with Saraswata Sangha, though my Father
Children: Mr. Krishna Chandra Samal followed her later. — Devi bhai

Devangi
Siddharth

18 | Debaranjan Swain | knew Shri Shri Thakur from my father Late Basanta Kumar Nayak of Asureswar
Suchitra Swain (Leena) Sangh, Asureswar, Cuttack. — Leena maa
Children:

Abhishek
Ankit

19 | Diptish Kumar Aruk My parents are devotees of Sri Sri Thakur and they are from Balasore Sakha Sangha.
Anjana Aruk | worship Gurudev since my childhood. — Anjana Maa
Children:

Adyasha Priyadarshini
Dibyam Darsheet

20 | Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy We know Shri Shri Thakur from our parents, Dola Govinda and Malati Dwibedy, and
Sibani Dwibedy Nrushinha and Bidyabati Panda from Rourkela Saraswata Sangha.

Children: — Gyan bhai

Swati
Shreya
21 | Iswar Chandra Biswal We came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Mr Sridhar Biswal and Mrs

Pranjya Paramita Nayak
Child:
Prashid

Manasi Biswal who are member of Sambalpur and Pattamundia Sangha respectively.
— Iswar bhai
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22 | Jnaneendra Nanda We came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Late Raghunath Pati and
Anuradha Nanda Bishnupriya Pati of Ekamra Saraswata Sangha. — Anuradha maa
Children:
Abheepsa
Abhijnan
23 | Mahesh Prasad | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my father Late Sisir Kumar Choudhury of
Choudhury Berhampur Sangha. - Mahesh bhai
Rasmi Nayak
Child:
Avipsa
24 | Mahesh Vallamsetty I know Thakur from my parents, Dr. Samiran Patnaik and Dr. Surekha Devi, who are
Chinmayee Patnaik members of Cuttack Saraswata Sangha at Cuttack. - Chinmayee maa
Child:
Tanvi
25 | Monalisa Jena | came to know Sri Sri Thakur Maharaj through my parents, Bhagaban Chandra Jena
Soumya Ranjan and Manorama Jena, and my maternal grandparents, Balaram Bhadra and Bhanu
Mohapatra Prava Bhadra. My parents belong to Kendra Sangha, Satsikhya Mandir,
Bhubaneswar. — Monalisa maa
26 | Prabhakar Bai I’'m grateful to know about Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Shri Shyamabandhu
Smitarani Bai Pagada and Smt. Bijaylaxmi Pagada of Nayagarh Sangha. —Smita maa
Children:
Shreya
Shashwat
27 | Priyadarshi Sahoo I came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of
Soni Sahoo Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. — Priyadarshi bhai
28 | Pruthwiraj Sahoo I came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Sobharani Sahoo (Gelha maa) of
Ipseeta Sahoo Cuttack Saraswata Sangha. — Pruthwiraj bhai
Children:
Rishabh
Nikhil
29 | Rabi Narayan Tripathy | came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Late Gobinda Ch. Tripathy and
Geeta Dash Mrs. Urmila Tripathy of Sunabeda Sangh. — Rabi bhai
Children:
Alok
Anshul
30 | Rabin Mohanty I know Thakur from my parents, Dr. Samiran Patnaik and Dr. Surekha Devi, who are
Lipsita Patnaik members of Cuttack Saraswata Sangha at Cuttack. — Lipsita maa
Child:
Ragini
31 | Rambollabha Mohapatra | | came to know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj from my parents-in-law. My mother-in-law
Kalpana Dash and late father-in-law belong to the Bhubaneswar Sangha.
Children: —Rama bhai
Ashutosh
Sweta
32 | Ranjit Mohanty | came to know Shri Shri Thakur through my parents Ramakant Mohanty and
Manorama Mohanty from Tata Sangha. — Ranjit bhai
33 | Sandip Mohapatra | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my mother Ketaki maa from Cuttack Saraswata
Dipti Mohapatra Sangha. — Dipti maa

Children:
Sarthak
Sanat
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34 | Sanujit Senapati | came to know Shri Shri Thakur briefly in my childhood and youth years from Nrupal
Annalisa Senapati Ji Bhai, who was like a grandfather to me. In my adult life, | came in close touch with
Children : Shri Shri Thakur through Pallabita Maa. However, my true introduction to Shri Shri

Udayan Thakur was through my participation and membership of America Saraswata

Ariana Sangha. —Sanujit bhai

Maya

Sumitra

35 | Saumendra Das I am lucky enough to be born from Thakur’s Family. As far as | remember, | have

usually attended the sangha from my childhood through my parents (Mr. Krushna
Chandra Das/Nirmala Das). We are the Balikuda sangha’s Member. | have also
attended the Kolkata sangha before came to USA because | was in Kolkata for more
than 4 years. — Saumendra bhai

36 | Shiba Prasad Jena | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my grandmother late Srimati Sachhi Devi of
Sudhansubala Jena Asureswara Sakha Sangha. — Sudhansubala maa
Child:

Aryaan

37 | Simanchal Sahu | came to know Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj by birth. My father late Sri Basant Kumar

Swarup Kanti Sahoo Sahu, my mother Jayanti Sahu and our family are member of Balangir Town Sangha.
— Simanchal bhai

38 | Sushil Behera | came to know about Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj from my parents. We were first

Anita Behera going to Cuttack Sangha and now Dhenkanal Sangha. | was also staying in Satsikhya
Mandir when | was doing my engineering. — Sushil bhai
39 | Soumya Mohanty I came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Bata Krushna Mohanty and Mrs.
Priyambada Mohanty Kamini Bala Mohanty of Jaraka Sakha Sangha.
Yogita Mohanty
40 | Soumya Parida | came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Sudhansu Kumar Parida and
Gitanjali Parida of Jagannathpur Sakha Sangha.
— Soumya bhai

41 | Sitakanta Mohanty I knew Shri Shri Thakur from my uncle Sudhanshu Sekhar Das and aunt Manorama
Sibani Mohanty Das of Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar. — Sibani maa
Banalata maa
Child: | knew Shri Shri Thakur from my sister-in-law Manorama Das Maa. | have been

Sarthak worshiping Thakur since 1961. — Banalata maa

42 | Subrat Kumar Nayak | came to know about Shri Shri Thakur, while | was roaming in book stalls at Cuttack
Sushri Sangita Subudhiray | Book Fair during year 1992. Then | joined Cuttack Saraswata Sangha as a visitor for 1
Child: Year, after that | am continuing as a Member of Nilachala Saraswata Sangha.

Shriyans — Subrat Bhai
43 | Sudeepta Khuntia (Pinku) | I came to know Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Late Kshirod ch Khuntia and Mrs.
Sasmita Sahoo Santilata Khuntia of Jaraka Sakha Sangha. — Sudeepta bhai
44 | Usha Agarwal | came to Shri Thakur through my mausi Shakuntala Maa and her family. Her house
was a second home to me as | was very close to her children, my cousins. During my
vacations | literally lived there. | attended the Sangha Puja at Ekamra Sangha and the
Morning and Evening Puja sessions at Aasan Mandir at her home. Later, | requested
Pati Bhai to accept me as a Sangha member. — Usha maa

45 | Vedamati Upadhyay | came to know about Shri Shri Thakur from my parents Santanu Kumar Upadhyay

Subhasish Nanda
Child:
Shreyasee

and Tapasi Upadhyay.They are the members of Baripada Sakha Sangha, Odisha. | am
also the member of the same.
—Vedamati maa
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America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Office bearers’ Contact Information:

Bijoy Kumar Sahoo, President Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy, Secretary Brajendra Panda, Treasurer
101 Sundance Place 4909 Austin Healey Pl 2531 N. Norwich Lane
Home: (919) 768-0403 Home: (804) 360-4109 Home: (479) 443-8024
Cell:  (919) 819-6998 Cell: 612) 219-0396 Cell:  (479) 409-7288
Email: bijoysahoo@yahoo.com € " (612) ) Office: (479) 575-2067
Email: gyand@yahoo.com Email: bpanda@uark.edu
+ * &K+

One should never retreat from the path of truth and right living. The result of predestined prarabdha
is to be accepted calmly. You perform the duty of an ideal husband and father and finally get settled
as an ideal householder. | also bear the burden of guru-hood for this holy desire. | wait with the
earnest desire for the vision of God in the heart of every disciple. Let your arms be strong and your
heart be filled with devotion. - Shri Shri Thakur

My dear Child! There is a soft light before me. | see many wide paths in this light. Therefore, | and
those who are my own, cannot remain idle any longer. There are many tasks to be performed. Each
member of our brotherhood led by the arm or borne on the shoulder has to be placed on the
Mother’s lap. When desire is destroyed, bliss prevails. The establishment of a Heavenly Kingdom
after the great war is an inevitable law of nature. The duties of the Great Guru have greatly
increased. There is no time for regret and remorse. Only chant the Mother’s name like her true sons.
- Shri Shri Thakur

My dear Child! Don’t feel disappointed. Feel strong. Don’t think yourselves low or week. Always think
that you are sons of the Mother. You cannot be base in any way. Particularly, those who have
obtained the Guru’s grace have nothing to worry. The Mother will certainly come and take you up in
her lap. Can the devoted wife neglect her husband’s most beloved sons?

- Shri Shri Thakur

My dear Child! I am Saddguru. Wishes of Jagatguru are blossomed within me. My only job is to show
you the path to Salvation. Those, who have been depending on me, | will take them to Salvation by
holding their hands. Your Thakur (Guru) is 'Sadguru’, you need to have this sole belief.

- Shri Shri Thakur
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http://www.jayaguru.net




