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Atma-Jnana (Self-Realization) in Shri Shri Thakur’s view

Persons that have received or are receiving education in schools, colleges and universities acquire
knowledge in various subjects; but all such knowledge is associated with or based on this world. Hence
the knowledge acquired in educational institutions is completely worldly. Making that knowledge a
means, numerous people earn their livelihood but do not learn the art of living.

The art of living is true knowledge. The person, who has no formal education from school, college or
university but learns the art of living, is wise. But the person, who holds diplomas, degrees, certificates,
but does not learn the art of living, is ignorant. In the modern world, there are more such ignorant people
than wise men. Shri Shri Thakur writes in ‘Brahmacharya Sadhan’ that “Acquiring true knowledge has
become impossible on our part. Is this the identity of the progeny of the saints and rishis? They have
remained immortal for writing shastras and scriptures like Vedas and Upanishads; and benevolence was
the motto of their lives. We, their offsprings, have become so weak that we forget doing such work, we
are not capable of doing anything else in this world other than passing ordinary university examinations
and earning an ordinary livelihood.”

Worldly knowledge shows an individual a way to pass university examinations and earn a livelihood;
but it makes the inner self of an individual weak and as a result it never inspires to do good for others.
Worldly knowledge never creates an opportunity for self-realization of an individual; but only makes
him/her certificate-oriented, money-minded, power-loving and arrogant. An individual having attained
self-realization becomes benevolent. But an individual having worldly knowledge, has no self-realization
nor has he learnt the art of living, for which he does not engage himself in doing good to others, but
rather becomes exploitative by nature.What is this knowledge of the self or self-realization or the art of
living? Self-realization is not the divided outward sadhana, but the undivided inward sadhana. The art of
living is the result of this inward sadhana. It is the result of an individual asking himself “Who am [?”,
“Who is my creator?”, “For what specific purpose am | born as a human being?”, “Where is my desired
place located?”, “How does my treading path feel?” or “What is the relations between my individual life
and the cosmic life?” It is then that his/her inner self is illumined with the light of self-realization and
from that radiant inner self is born the fruitful art of living.

“To live a life” means making life a medium for searching and finding ‘Amrita’ within, which again
means knowing that | (myself), my creator, the purpose of my birth, my desired place, my treading path,
my relation with the cosmic life are all manifestations of this Amrita. In fact, where does Amrita exist?
Amrita exists in love, faith, benevolence, conscience, humility, non-violence, goodwill, and which expands
from the individual human being on earth to sun in sky, from the human heart to the moon, from the
human body to the horizon, from the human dream to the graveyard and everywhere Amrita can be
realized. The individual having attained self-realization or the truly wise man, who has learnt the art of
living, realizes Amrita everywhere from the mental plane to the cosmic space.

Such a wise person feels that self-realization is life and the life is Amrita. An individual with worldly
knowledge or an ignorant human being is moribund, but one having attained self-knowledge or self-
realization is always living, because his/her life’s vision is positive, conscientious, considerate, and
replete with the feelings of love and equality and is aspiring for spiritual progress. The person understands
spiritualism as the process of being loving and respectful to all. The person thinks of himself as a
humble servant in family, sangha and society. An individual that has attained self-realization becomes
loving and respectful to all in a small family, and displays similar behavior towards all in the greater
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society outside of the family; and thereby derives spiritual bliss till the end of life. Knowledge of an
individual having attained self-realization is so related to his/her life that it seems to him/her like knowledge
and life are one and inseparable. Shri Shri Thakur writes in ‘Nigam Sutra’ that “Knowledge is real life. The
more knowledge an individual has, the more living he is. There is nothing better and more substantial
than knowledge in this world. As long as knowledge exists in body, till then love for the body exists too.”

An individual having attained self-realization is by nature a conscientious individual. In his/her
consideration, conscience is an inward philosophy. At the call of conscience, he is engaged in human
activities. Conscience fills one’s body with emotion, one’s mind with sweetness and one’s soul with joy.
Conscience acts as a guide and jovial teacher of the art of living. Eating and moving are the be all and
end all of an inferior animal’s life, but an individual’s life is solely based on right behaviors and right
thoughts. Conscience is the controller of an individual’s behavior and decisions. Conscience prevails
over everything starting from the fingers of the human body to the sun in the horizon. An individual plants
a seedling with the help of his/her fingers, the clouds drop the rain, the sun gives light and heat, the wind
blows, the seedling growing gradually turns into a big tree and provides a good deal of flowers and fruits.
Noticing all these processes we come to know how the individual, the sky, the sun, the rain, the wind, and
the tree are performing respective duties in accordance with their conscience. The individual acts according
to the conscience of his/her inner nature. Likewise all elements of external nature act according to a
cosmic law, which we call cosmic conscience. Shri Shri Thakur writes in ‘Brahmacharya Sadhan’ that
“God has given the knowledge to each of us to play a role in the vast field of work - Therefore with calm,
making that knowledge the means, if we can live under the guidance of conscience, then we will not
have to spend the entire life in a helpless state lamenting in sorrow. Hence, it is the duty of all to acquire
knowledge being guided by conscience.”

From the history of mankind, we know that doubts, faithlessness and ignorance is the result of
misdeeds. Doubts, faithlessness, and ignorance spring from falsehood. An individual’s attraction for
liguor, women, luxury, power, limitless wealth gets one engaged in misdeeds. Only the individual, who
refrains from doing misdeeds, becomes liberated from doubts, faithlessness and ignorance. Shri Shri
Thakur writes in ‘Brahmacharya Sadhan’ that “The best means for acquiring knowledge is to free one’s
mind from doubts, because, if a little doubt remains in the mind, faith will not spring; and if faith is not
there, true knowledge cannot be realized. The belief in the existence of God is one such example. Nobody
has seen God. Faith is its only cause. Hence it is said that from the beginning be free from doubt. In order
to be free from doubt, evil deeds have to be relinquished at first. Then annihilation of doubt comes next.
If doubts are annihilated, faith and subsequently knowledge come up spontaneously.”

The individual having attained true knowledge is a detached passerby, who is engaged in desireless
action at all times and place starting from a limited family to limitless universe. He treads his path under
the direct influence of conscience. Morning and evening are the same for him. He does not worry in the
summer, grieve in the rain or dream in the winter or become lax in the spring. For him, every moment of
life is full of light, bliss and Amrita. He never feels himself to be rich and be high in times of joy or low in
times of sorrow. Under all circumstances he remains in calm and contemplative state. He has no attachment
to any object on this earth, no attraction for material possessions. An individual, who is above such
attachment and attraction, is by nature of meditative frame of mind and considers joy and sorrow equally.
The union of right utterance and right action is the right path of his life and that is the path of an
individual having attained true knowledge. Such an individual considers good action as ‘Jivan Dharmd’,
good character as ‘Jivan Yajna’ and the mixed experience of joy and sorrow as ‘Jivan Chakra’. Shri Shri
Thakur writes in  ‘Nigam Sutra’ that “When Atma-Jnana or knowledge of the self or self-realization
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occurs; the mind crosses the bondage of joy and sorrow. Joy and sorrow are transitory. Only Atma-Jnana
is the eternal happiness or joy or Akshara Paramanand. The more such knowledge an individual has the
more special he is than another or any material possession etc. Such an individual is neither attached
nor tempted towards any object. He is contemplative and desireless.”Shri Shri Thakur’s consort is
‘Sadhand’, son is ‘Jnana’ and daughter is ‘Bhakti’. Hence Jnana and Bhakti are born of Sadhana, that is to
say, they are achievable through Sadhana. An individual’s good actions make him pure-hearted. By
virtue of the purity of heart he reaches the stage of knowledge (Jnana) and then gets elevated to the
pinnacle of devotion (Bhakti). As Jnana and Bhakti are attainable through Sadhana, so are good deeds
and purity of the heart. An individual’s action approved by conscience is good action; purity of the heart
is likewise dependent on conscience. As conscience is an individual’s supreme knowledge, good deeds
and purity of the heart are supreme knowledge too. As gaining knowledge is a continuous and life-long
process, similarly, performance of good deeds and maintenance of purity of heart are related and inter-
dependent processes. Shri Shri Thakur writes in ‘Premik Guru’ that “The individual having acquired
such knowledge is the best devotee because such a devotee is aware of God’s real existence. When the
mind is filled with pure feelings after the annihilation of the gunas through Karma Yoga and then can
know through Jnana Yoga that God is the root of everything, the be all and end all of all creatures, that
is to say, all are manifestations of God, at that time, how can Bhakti not occupy the heart? But by
acquiring worldly knowledge or performing worldly activities, individuals’ heart becomes so hard that
the softness of Bhakti never finds a place in it. Those who, upon adopting karma as the means for
purification of heart, reach Jnana Yoga and subsequently move a step further can reach Bhakti Yoga,
only they are blessed by achieving Bhakti.”

Reading through numerous books and presenting the information as a speech for an audience or
an essay for readers, being successful in examinations through the acquired knowledge and being
addicted to luxury by amassing wealth are examples of dry worldly knowledge and worldly activities.
The purification of mind and heart is the supreme knowledge; therefore an individual who strives for
the purification of his mind and heart is a ‘Jnani’ or worthy of supreme knowledge. Manifestations of
refulgence of the mind and character are two adjacent stages of creation and development of knowledge.
Not through receiving diploma and degree certificates in ceremonies organized with fanfare, but through
manifesting brightness in the mental plane, an individual’s knowledge is revealed; when character
scatters its brilliance, knowledge gets elevated and finally reaches the summit, which is Bhakti. Such
Bhakti, clears the path towards Mukti (liberation), and fills the human heart with supreme faith and
ardent divine love. Shri Shri Thakur writes in ‘Jnani Guru’ that “Vidya means Jnana or knowledge. When
knowledge is attained, Avidya or ignorance is destroyed and when ignorance is destroyed Mukti is
attained.”

Shri Shri Thakur Shricharanashrita
Manoranjan Mohanty
Dharmasala Shakha Sangha (Jaraka)
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Sanatan Dharma

The Prologue
Gurur Brahma gurur Vishnu gurur devo Maheshwar,
Guru sakshat param Brahm tasmai shree gurave namah.

‘I bow down in obeisance before the lotus feet of Shree Gurudev who is Brahma the creator, Vishnu
the protector and the sustainer and Maheshwar the destroyer and the equalizer. | bow down in reverence
before Shree Gurudev who is evidently Param Brahma, the supreme super-soul.

Sanatan dharmaiis, otherwise, known most popularly as Hindu dharma; although, most of the Hindus
do not know what they call the Hindu dharma is but ‘Sanatan dharma’. You ask a muslim what is his
religion; he will reply, without blinking an eye lid, Islam. You ask a Christian about his religion he will
immediately say Christianity; and you ask a Buddhist, he will reply Buddhism. You ask this question to
ten, twenty, thirty or any number of Muslims, Christians or Buddhists, you will come across the same
answer. But, when it comes to us the Hindus, the thing is somewhat different. Most of us will say our
dharma is Hindu dharma, some will flounder and blurt out words like Vaishnav, Shaiva, Shaakta and so
on; and still some are there who will, out of sheer frustration of not being able to express themselves,
will say, ‘l do not have any dharma.” And the wise people among us who are in the known of shall say it
is “Sanatan dharma”. It gets further complicated for a Hindu when it comes to the question of Holy book
one studies or the god he believes in. When you ask a Muslim which holy book does he study he will at
once say with convinsion that he reads ‘Namaj’ every Friday and follows the religious practices prescribed
in the Koran, the scripture of the Muslims; and if you ask him which god he worships he will reply
without hesitation that Allah is his god. You ask him about his prophet whose teachings he follows, he
will reply Muhammad who was the founder of Islam. You ask these questions, why only one Muslim, you
ask any Muslim for that matter and you will face with the same answer; because they have one god that
is Allah, they have got one prophet called Muhammad who was the founder of Islam and they have got
only one scripture, that is, Koran which every Muslim studies. Similarly, Christians worship one God and
follow the teachings of the Bible, both the old and the new Testaments the only scripture of theirs
community. And who is their founder prophet? Simple, Jesus Christ. The Ten Commandments that were
revealed to Him became the basis of his religious preaching which we know as Christianity. Similar goes
the story for Buddhism, Jainism, Zoroastrianism, Sikhism and so on. The point is, each of these religions
has one god to worship, one scripture to study and practice and one prophet who founded the religion
and started the preaching which was carried forward by his disciples. Jesus Christ is the messiah of the
Christians, who rescued them and became their Prophet and spiritual guide what we the Hindus call a
guru. For the Muslims Muhammad is the guru and for the Buddhists it is Tathagat, the Buddha.

Now, what happens in case of a Hindu? Which god he believes in? What scripture does he study?
What religious practice does he follow and which founder prophet is his guru? Well, then things start
becoming complex from here. The Hindus believe not in one, ten, hundred or thousand gods; but, they
believe in and worship, hold your breath, three hundred thirty million gods and goddesses, to be exact.
Oh, that must be quite a staggering number, you might be thinking. Why you alone, anybody will tend to
think this way when told about three hundred thirty million gods and goddesses residing in the heaven
of the Christians, Jannat of the Muslims or swarga of us the Hindus, which must be quite a crowded
place then. | would not blame anybody if he laughs at the mention of three hundred thirty million gods
and goddesses. Why, even our own people who claim to be the authority on the Hindu religion and
philosophy ridicule this concept of multiple gods and goddesses. What is this concept of millions of
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gods and goddesses and do they really exist? Or, are they mere fantasies of our revered ancestors? If at
all they exist in reality what is the rationale? Such queries will crop up naturally in anybody’s mind at the
mention of three hundred thirty millions gods and goddesses. However, | intend taking up these questions
at the proper place for our better understanding as regards the rationale behind multiplicity theory of
gods and goddesses in the Hindu religion. When you ask a Christian or a Muslim about the god he
believes in and worships you will get only one answer. However, in case of the Hindus, it is not the case;
in other words if you ask any Hindu which god he or she believes in, you will not get a single answer. You
ask ten Hindus which god they believe in, you will get ten different answers. One of them will say that he
believes in Lord Vishnu and worships Him. Someone will say, ‘I believe in Lord Shiva and worship Him’.
Someone will say, ‘I believe in mother Durga( Shakti) and worship Her’. Similarly, each one of the rest will
name different gods or goddesses, like Krishna, Jagannath, Ganesh, Surya, Brahma, Kali, Savitri, Saraswati,
Lakshmi, whom they believe in and worship. The sky-god, the rain-god, the sun-god, the moon-god, the
Fire-god, the Wind-god, the star- gods and goddesses, the monkey-god, the tree-gods and goddesses,
the mountain-gods, the river goddesses, the ocean-god and many more- all of them are believed to
exist; and they all are revered immensely and worshipped by the Hindus with faith and devotion.

So much about the Hindu gods and goddesses that are worshipped and held in veneration. What
about the holy books and the scriptures that a Hindu is supposed to study and learn to lead the life of a
true Hindu. A Christian studies one holy book, the Bible or at the most two books if you consider the old
and the new Testaments as separate books, which is sufficient for his need of leading the life of a true
Christian. Likewise, a Muslim tries to follow the tenets of the Koran, the only holy book for them to study
in order to be able to lead the life of a true Muslim. Similarly, in case of a Buddhist he has one scripture
namely the Tripitak for his spiritual development. And the Sikhs likewise have got the GurugranthSahib
as their only holy book which they not only study and try to follow its tenets, but also, worship it as the
Hindus worship their three hundred thirty millions gods and goddesses.

Now, let us see the situation, in case of a Hindu, so far as the scripture he studies and tries to follow
is concerned. he scenario of the Hindu scriptures is as varied and complex as the Hindu gods and
goddesses. There is an unending menu of the scriptures and the commentaries and treatises on them
running into thousands for the bewildered Hindus to choose from. There are four Vedas, namely the Rig
Veda, the Yajur Veda, the Sam Veda and the Atharva Veda for the starter; and there are the Upanishads,
the Puranas, the classics like the Ramayana and the Mahabharat, the Srimad Bhagabat, the Srimad
Bhagabat Geeta, the Chandis, the stotras, the Chalisas, the Sahasranaams etc. for the main course and
then there are commentaries and aphorisms, tenets and precepts, journals and periodicals for the support.

There are the scriptures on Jnan yoga, the scriptures on Bhakti yoga; there are the scriptures on
Tantra and the scriptures on Karma yoga. There are the volumes eulogizing Lord Vishnu, the volumes on
Lord Shiva, Brahma, Mahalakshmi, Mahakali, Durga Mahasaraswati; then there are volumes on the sun-
god(Surya, Aditya, Aruna), the wind-god(Vayu), the god of death or Yama, Garuda ,the divine eagle who
is the vehicle of Lord Vishnu, the fire-god(Agni), the rain-god (Indra) and so on. There are separate
volumes called the Puranas depicting various incarnations of Lord Vishnu, like the Matsya Purana that
deals with the divine sport that the Lord played in His Fish-incarnation as well as about the other gods
like Brahma, Shiva, Vayu etc. There are innumerable books written on the subjects of Ayurved, Astrology,
Geology, Grammar, Arth sastra(treatises on economics), ethics etc that form the part of the religious
practices of a Hindu and thus come under the category of religious books or the scriptures. Then, we
have books in hundreds written on Mahatmas or the highly realized souls like Mahaprabhu Sri
Chaitanyadev, Ramakrishna paramhansdev, Adi Sankaracharya, Swami Vivekanand, Paramhans Swami
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Sri Nigamanand Saraswati dev, our beloved Thakurji, Mahavatar Babaji, the master of Kriya yoga and
his highly accomplished disciples like Lahiri Mahasaya and Swami Yoganand saraswati, the great yogi
Trailangya swami and many more, who have walked on this planet, the earth and not only bedazzled the
entire mankind with their spiritual brilliance and divine power but also have given succor to the afflicted
souls of millions of men and women all over the world with their spiritual wisdom and philosophy, divine
touch and human compassion; and the foot-prints they have left behind on the sand of Time have
inspired hundreds of thousands of the mankind to follow their doctrines and mould their lives for the
highest spiritual evolution, that has kept the spring of human compassion and love flowing eternally on
the surface of the earth. Apart from the biographical writings on the life and work of these great men,
there is equal number of volumes written on their doctrines, precepts and teachings by the thousands
of their followers. All these books very much come under the category of sacred- books called the
Bhagabats for their timeless values and wisdom. Sri Chaitanya mahaprabhu was the incarnation of Sri
Radha-Krishna and Adi Sankaracharya was the incarnation of Lord Shiva, the Jagatguru; and our beloved
Thakur Paramhans Sri Swami Nigamanand Saraswati Devi, who has the unique distinction of attaining
siddhi (the ultimate perfection) in all the four branches of sadhana (spirtitual practices) as envisaged in
Sanatan Dharma is the genuine Sadguru, the human embodiment of Param Brahma, the Jagatguru. He
resurrected from the Nirvikalp-samadhi, the boundless zone of cosmic intelligence, and came back to
the mortal world to impart Atmajnan (self-knowledge, the ultimate spiritual awareness) to His followers
and spread universal love and brotherhood in the world through His philosophy of Guruvad (concept of
a universal master as the ultimate supreme spiritual principle). A Sadguru is the rarest of a rare breed of
spiritual masters; out of hundred thousand believers only one person gets inspiration to take up spiritual
practice in all sincerity, out of hundred thousand such sadhaks only one could become a guru who is
eligible to guide others in the path of spirituality, out of hundred thousand such masters only one is a
Sadguru or the true-master who is capable of giving self-knowledge to an eligible disciple and liberate
him from the eternal cycle of birth and death. Then, there are innumerable spiritual thinkers, philosophers,
saints and masters who have written treatises, commentaries on various aspects of Sanatan dharma
and tried to propose and preach their personal philosophy.

Knowledge is endless, so are the scriptures in the Hindu dharma. How then one would be able to
negotiate through the vast maze of these scriptures and choose which one to study that will be suitable
for his spiritual growth? Who is there to take his hand and guide him from ignorance to knowledge,
from darkness to light and from the mundane to the divine? Who can be his torch-bearer to lead him
unerringly in the labirhynth of spiritual paths up to his ultimate abode? If he chooses a wrong scripture,
or, falls in the hands of a wrong master or a charlatan then it would do him more harm than good. And,
if one decides to study all the scriptures it will not be possible for him to finish studying them in his life-
time and he will need, perhaps, millions of lives for this purpose; in that case, he has to take birth again
and again endlessly which forfeits the very purpose of spiritual sadhana in Sanatan dharma. But,
before we dwell on these issues, two words need be defined, rather they need elaboration; in the first
place, in order to understand what is Sanatan Dharma we must try to understand what do we mean by
the word ‘SANATAN’ and what is meant by ‘DHARMA’ (to be continued)

Shri Shri Thakur charanashrita
Dr Bhramarabar Nayak
Delhi Saraswat Sangha
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My dear Child! Don’t feel disappointed. Feel strong. Don’t think yourselves low or
week. Always think that you are sons of the Mother. You cannot be base in any way.
Particularly, those who have obtained the Guru’s grace have nothing to worry. The Mother
will certainly come and take you up in her lap. Can the devoted wife neglect her husband’s
most beloved sons?

- Shri Shri Thakur 3
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The Great Shaiva Tinan

India is the land of many pilgrimage centers. Southern India has numerous places of religious
importance. However, many places of culture in northern India have become extinct due to frequent
foreign invasions. Today, the famous architecture of Mathura and the glorious temples of Gandhara are
present merely in the pages of history. In reality, hardly anything is left of them. On the other hand,
southern India is still an abode of temples. The foreign invaders had to face countless hurdles while
crossing the Vindhya mountain range to reach southern India. That is why many of the temples and
architecture of southern India are still intact. Many of the pilgrimage places that Sri Chaitanya visited
five centuries ago are still recognizable. These places are not solely places of worship of Gods, but also
a place where the love and affection of devotees bring forth unbelievable miracles. Almost all the
pilgrimage places are associated with the extraordinary life stories of saintly persons and are therefore
holy places for the devotees.

We come across Kalahasti station while travelling on the meter gauge train from Ranigunttha junction
of the Arakonam branch. Kalahasti is also known as Sripuram. Here, between two mountains lies a very
old Shiva temple. Lord Shiva is present here in the idolized form. To the south west of the main temple is
the abode of Devi Durgamba. Further south is the Kapaleswara Shivalaya. The following story describes
the reason behind the unique process of worshipping Lord Kapaleswara.

Years ago, a boy named Tinan was born to a tribal family in the village of Udipur. This village lies
within Sripuram region. Born into a hunter’s family, Tinan’s profession was deer-hunting. From a very
young age, he had become a fearless and expert hunter. One day in the forest, Tinan hit a wild boar with
his arrow. He pursued the wounded animal deep into the forest. He was unable to find the animal even
after a lot of searching - moreover he got lost in the dark forest. Dusk had fallen in the meantime.
Searching aimlessly hither and thither for a way back into his village, Tinan found a stone house within
the forest and took shelter there for the night.

The next day in the light of the morning, Tinan was puzzled to find that the place where he had taken
refuge was not any man’s abandoned home, but the place of God. Tinan experienced an extraordinary
feeling of devotion within his soul seeing the image of Gangadhara, Lord Shiva, inside the cottage. Who
is this deity? What is the proper procedure of praying to him? What are his powers? These thoughts
never enter a true devotee’s mind and heart. They only feel one thing - that they are the servants of the
Lord and ‘Mat Praananathestu sa eba na parah’ (He is my Lord and | have none other than Him). Tinan
was also this kind of devotee. He had no problems in finding the path back to his village in the daylight.
He returned home in due time. Since he realized that the image in the cottage was that of a Hindu deity,
only a Brahmin priest could perform the rituals of His worship. A hunter’s son had no right to perform the
rituals or take part in them. Thus, wasting no more time, he left the place to go back to his hunter’s
village. But his soul? His soul was left behind in the empty Shivalaya in the middle of the forest.

This groundless gratuitous love between a deity and a devotee remained hidden for innumerable
days. The family and friends of Tinan had no idea about who had stolen his heart. Similarly, the priests
at the Shivalaya also did not know that their deity was tied to a new devotee by the string of his unshakeable
affection. Days went on and the child Tinan grew up into a young man. He did not follow the dictates of
his tribe to marry and start a family. Due to some unforeseen inspiration, he stayed a strong Brahmachari.
Wise people have said ‘Raagahina jana bhaje sashtrer aagyaya’ [Devotion less person engages in ignoring
the scriptures]. At this stage, the kind of rites and rituals that pleases the deity have to be learnt from
the knowledgeable persons and from the Shastras. Also, anyone who becomes a devotee of the Lord
Shiva, who resides in cremation grounds, must have to let go of their conscience! Due to Tinan’s deep
and unwavering affection for Lord Shiva, he was unaffected by and unattached to any of the worldly
pleasures. This is the sign of true love. Once your heart gets truly attached to something, will it ever
love anything or anyone else? Tinan’s heart was filled with love for his God, Lord Shiva. So it can be
deduced that there was no place left for a wife and kids in his already full heart.
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Tinan was not unaware of the rituals of the Hindu society. He was an untouchable hunter. It was
forbidden for him to even enter the periphery of a temple to have a glimpse of its deity, let alone
perform the actual rites of worship. But he could not control the urges of his heart and soul any longer.
He used to come to his deity’s temple every day in secret to see Him. Needless to say, the doors of the
temple must have been made up of such materials (like logs of wood, or bamboo sticks) that made the
image of the deity inside visible even when the doors were locked. The priests used to come twice daily
to perform the rituals and then return to the village. The temple was empty the rest of the time.
Whenever he had any spare time, Tinan would come to the empty temple to see his deity to his heart’s
content. Slowly, his desire started to grow. The priests had so many ingredients to use in the prayer
rites of his Lord - how could he, a poor hunter, be able to afford all those? But to come to his deity
empty-handed everyday was hurtful for the devoted boy Tinan. He did not want to offer only flowers
and leaves of stone-apple anymore. He wanted to offer bhog (food) to his Lord. Tinan did not have a
family or any worldly desires, but he was still a hunter. He had been unable to forgo hunting. It was his
profession and his means of earning a living. He may also have to look after his parents in their old age.
Without the means to get anything else, the devotee Tinan started to offer the foremost part of the
flesh of his hunted deer to his deity, Lord Shiva. After his daily prayers, he always used to take away the
uncooked meat. He had an inkling that his way of prayers will not be acceptable by the rules and
regulations set by the pious people. He also knew that if he ever got caught, not only will his life be in
grave danger, but his visits to his deity will come to an end too. In spite of his extreme carefulness, one
day Tinan got caught.

Near the temple yard where Tinan used to offer raw meat, traces of blood and flesh used to be left
behind sometimes. One day, the priests noticed it. At first, they didn’t give it much thought, thinking
that it might be the work of wild cats or some other animals from the forest. But they got suspicious
when they found the similar traces of blood at the same place day after day. What was going on? They
decided to hide inside the temple one night to unravel the mystery. Kapaaleswar had more than one
priest. This implied that the glory of the Lord spread far and wide even though the temple was located
deep within the forest. He was the beloved deity of the villagers - it was evident that the Brahmins and
the priests were more than eager to catch the culprit responsible for this.

There was no specific time for Tinan to offer his prayers to his Lord. He used to wait for a perfect
opportunity after his day of hunting. Finding the temple empty, he used to immerse himself in the
worship of his lord. Similarly, that day Tinan reached the temple yard after everyone else had left. In his
hand, wrapped up in leaves, was the fresh meat of some animal, and on his shoulders were his bow and
his quiver full of arrows. It was not the time for the regular prayers and he knew that the priests did not
usually stay in the temple after the end of the prayer rites. The doors of the temple were closed as
usual. Thus, looking at his deity with his unsatisfied eyes, he fell deep into meditation. The priests
hiding inside the temple kept looking, astounded at the young hunter and his devotion. In a way this
was also the grace of Lord Mahadeva Shiva towards the priests. Why else would the priests not have
stopped Tinan right at the beginning? This way, they got a chance to view Tinan’s divine feelings
towards his Lord. Apart from that, the priests did not have the heart to disturb the meditation of the
deeply meditating Tinan. After his meditation, when Tinan started to leave the temple grounds with the
raw meat, the priests caught hold of him. They had learnt and understood the rites and rituals of deity
worship. They knew that Tinan’s way was not acceptable and that he had committed a sin. Thus, it was
also not wrong on their part to decide on the culprit’s punishment.

Tinan had nothing to say in his defense. He had been caught red-handed. Hence, he bore the wrath
of the priests silently and got mentally prepared to accept whatever harsh punishments they meted
out. During those times, in the conservative south, this kind of audacity would have been given a death
sentence. May be the priests also would have decided upon a similar fate for Tinan. Thus, this devotee’s
deity could not remain silent any longer. Tinan was a hunter. According to the sacred Hindu code, it was
a grievous crime to abandon his own line of work and indulge in someone else’s. It was the duty of the
% society to prevent any other member of the lower cast to get encouraged by this heinous incident and
2
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repeat the same mistake. But special circumstances warrant special rules - even our traditional and
conservative Hinduism doesn’t deny that. Tinan had earned that special treatment - Lord Shiva Himself
provided the proof of that.

In the middle of the argument, one of the priests’ eyes wandered into the interiors of the temple.
Oh! What a terrible sight that was! Blood ran in rivulets down the deity’s face from one of His eyes. After
that, the same eyeball burst and they could see the flesh flowing out along with the blood. Hearing the
terrified cries of the priest, the others turned their attention towards the idol of the deity - the sight
made them all tremble. What an unlucky omen! What was going to happen now! None can imagine the
amount of pain in the devoted soul of Tinan after seeing the plight of his beloved Lord. He immediately
took his arrow, dug out his own eye and set it in the empty eye-socket of the idol of his Lord Mahadeva.
“See through my eyes” - this was his dearest wish. Overtaken by the pain he felt for his Lord losing His
eye, Tinan did not think twice about the mad treatment of giving up his own eye. To provide proof of
Tinan’s true devotion, in the next moment, the other eye in the idol of the deity also burst open and
blood started flowing from it too. Tinan, madly devoted to his Lord, did not hesitate a second before
tearing out his other remaining eye with his arrow. Being blind now, he could not put his eye in the other
empty eye-socket of his beloved deity. Thus, he held out his fresh-cut eye in his own hands, saying, “My
Lord! Take this as a gift from your devoted servant. Please let the light of my eyes Yours - that will make
my life the most blessed.”

We know from the Shastras that the Almighty God is unattached. Due to this, He is silent near us. He
becomes real and alive only by the depth of the devotee’s feelings and his worship. The love that a
devotee has for his beloved deity is what makes the deity alive. Tinan’s single-minded devotion and the
depth of his love for his Lord Shiva was what had awoken the deity within the idol. So, when Tinan raised
his hand with his eye in it, his beloved Lord also reached out to lovingly touch His dear devotee. With
that divine touch, light filled the eyes of the blind Tinan - he got his eye-sight back and with his heart full
of love, he could see his beloved Lord right in front of him.

Suspicious people might think - did Tinan really get back his eyesight or did his Lord give him hope
and say, ‘Divya dadaani te chakhyu’ (I am giving you divine vision). Ordinary people do not understand
so many things. May be they did not want this truly devoted person to remain blind, and thus, spread the
story that he got his human eyesight back. Nobody knows the real story. Still, we believe that nothing is
impossible for the Almighty God. He makes the dumb talk and gives the cripple the power to cross
mountains. Could He not have given Tinan’s eyesight back to him? Of course He could have. But if He did
or did not was His divine wish.

Irrespective of whether Tinan got his eye-sight back, there was no doubt in the minds of the priests
about his devotion to Lord Shiva. In the same Kapaleswara temple of Sripuram, till today there is a huge
image of the hunter Tinan. The deity and the devotee get worshipped together in this place. It is doubtful
whether the original divine idol of Lord Shiva that Tinan had lost his heart and soul to still remains in the
temple. But the memory of Kapaleswara and Tinan is persistent. Till today, Kapaleswara Shiva is offered
raw meat as holy offerings. The rites of worship here are not governed by the Shastras. The way of
worship is still the same as performed by the hunter Tinan in those olden days. Kapaaleswara might not
be the property of every common man anymore - He is probably now the sole property of His beloved
hunter Tinan.

Source: ‘Dibya Darshan’ - 12 year 2nd edition (Dwitiya Shankhya) - 1368 year Shravana, Author: Maa Narayani Devi.

Translated by

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shrutabidya Tripathy

Ekamra Saraswata Sangha
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A Weaker Tie Becoming Stronger

Background

Four years back, when | came to the USA for the first time, | was not sure how to survive in this
foreign land. It was a whole new world for me. Everything was fascinating and mesmerizing. | was
nervous as well as excited to explore this “Land of Opportunity.” | knew | had to fit myself in this
country. But the most difficult part was to leave my family behind especially my father (Baba), Shiba
Prasad Kalia from Rourkela Sangha, who is a widower and was just about to retire. It was the hardest of
all the decisions | had to make. | knew my success would be the only thing that could soothe his painful
soul. Now, when | look back | cannot imagine how Baba’s life has changed as well as mine. | came here
foran MS degree in 2013 and now | am pursuing a PhD. Baba has become stronger and more independent
than he was and has thoroughly immersed himself in a startup to guide a few budding talents and is in
Thakur’s seba at the Ekamra Sangha as well as the Baripada Sangha. | think it is Shri Shri Thakur’s
blessings that provide motivation to both of us and the enthusiasm in spite of repeated failures, rejections,
frustrations, and the feeling of hopelessness among others. | am struggling but still have the passion to
do some great research, which may take another couple of years to finish. Baba is alone in Odisha and
I still don’t know when he can reunite with me. At times | feel Shri Shri Thakur has rightly said everyone
in this mortal world has a predefined karma.

The Real Connection

Before coming to the USA, | was a regular member of Rourkela Sangha but it just on the Thakur’s
notebook. | had accepted Parichaya Patra but | hardly understood its essence. Attending Sangha for me
was to eat delicious prasad and meet my fellow bhais. | hardly knew why | am coming to Thakur. May be
at that time | did not realize that | am over protected by the care of my parents. It was difficult then for
me to realize that this protection was just temporary. | was ignorant of the fact that everyone in this
world is on his or her own. The mere existence of these relationships is shallow. The only truth is the
connection between Shri Shri Thakur and us, and other relationships are like support systems that make
that connection possible. “We are all alone in this mortal world.” These words may be scary but itis the
truth. | came closer to the truth when I lost my mother in 2006. | remember when | was going on a truck
with my mother’s body beside me | just could not believe she was dead. At that time | didn’t know what
death was. | touched her hands and | felt she was just sleeping peacefully until one of my uncle said she
is nothing but sand and clay. Days passed and | graduated with a B.Tech degree and moved on to do a
job. I was thoroughly dissatisfied with my job and took the GRE to pursue an MS. Finally | got an offer
from North Carolina State University in Raleigh, US to pursue a degree in Computer Science in 2010. So
many things happened in my life but | was still not close to Shri Shri Thakur. | read Parichaya Patra
everyday but | did it just for the sake of doing it. However, | was completely unaware of the fact that Shri
Shri Thakur has plans for each one of us. It always takes time to realize that we are part of His larger and
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powerful master plan. Finally, this realization dawned unto me when | got to know that there are several

63

D T T e e e VS Ve
P (P E (L)L) E ()LL) E L)L) (S



e T L T L e e e e
B SRR SRR TR SRR R R IR SRR SRR SR S R SRR SR R IR SR SR R IR S R R SR R SR R R SR R SR R TR S R R R R IR S R IR R R SR S IR SRR AR R IR SRR SRR IR S IR SRR IR TR HEIR

2> PR
o) -

guru bhais and maas staying near the Raleigh area. In fact the number of “nigam” families staying near

Raleigh is more than any other part of the USA. This realization also got reinforced when | got to know
that a piece of land had been bought near Raleigh (about 40 miles to the west) in Efland to build the first
Ashram in the USA and the first outside Indian subcontinent. When | informed about this to Baba he was
joyous. He said that although | am far from him, | am near to Shri Shri Thakur and that is the most
important thing for him. | thought that being in India | was far from Shri Shri Thakur and | hardly attended
any sangha puja or did any seba in Asana Mandira. But having come to Raleigh | realized Shri Shri
Thakur is never far from me. This geographical distance is merely a physical separation.

America Saraswata Sangha

When | came to North Carolinain 2010, | started attending America Saraswata Sangha puja sessions
through teleconference. Prior to the puja, every bhai and maa receives a document with sangha puja
details and all the sebas enlisted in it. Bhais and maas perform their respective sebas over the phone
based on the program. Apart from attending the sangha puja | was fortunate enough to join the North
Carolina Pathachakra puja sessions every month held by families in the states of North Carolina and
Virginia. At that time | didn’t have a car. Hence, one nigam family staying closest to my place religiously
picked me up for two years before the Pathachakra puja and dropped me back after the Pathchakra puja
session was over.

In September 2010 we had Bhoomi Pratistha and in July 2012 the first Asana Mandira named “Nigam
Smruti Mandira (NSM)” in the USA was built and from that day onwards we conducted sangha puja at
NSM including the broadcast of aarati puja via ustream.net to all other bhais and maas. By Shri Shri
Thakur’s grace | got a summer internship in 2012 from which | could save some money to buy a used car.
It was some sort of a coincidence for me to buy a used car at the same time when Ashram was built.
Now, | can independently drive down to NSM in Efland every Saturday evening for the Adhibasa puja,
stay till Sunday afternoon and return to Raleigh. It has been almost two years and by Shri Shri Thakur’s
blessing my car never broke down while coming to the Asana Mandira.

Sunday Sangha Puja

After five days of work in my laboratory | feel jaded but the very thought of going to Asan Mandir,
meeting bhais and maas, doing sebas, and eating prasad fills my mind with joy. Every Saturday | feel like
coming back to meet my family that includes Shri Shri Thakur, bhais, maas, and young aspirants and
forget all the anxieties of my work and life. When | am in my University | cannot find time to read Shri
Shri Thakur’s books. But attending pathachakra and sangha puja gives me an opportunity to learn about
Thakur’s teachings and understand difficult concepts. The important thing that Thakur emphasizes on is
“Chitta Sudhi” and one of the easiest ways to achieve is by doing His seba. As | had mentioned earlier,
in India | was hardly involved in any seba. However, after coming here | am involved in multiple sebas
such as washing dishes, vacuuming and cleaning floors, gardening, decorating asana, singing arati, and
so on. Seba at NSM gives me joy and makes me forget my difficulties, miseries, and sorrows in my life.

" . > Qs 0

sistestestestestiestestestestestestestestestestestestesieste stestesiesiesieslesiesiesiesiesiesiesiesisiesiesi st sisiesicsistsiesiesisisiesisicsiksiesiesiksiksiestesiesicsisiesiesi siesiesiesisi kst sik iR Ak skttt stk o
0,

sttt stesteste st stestestestestestestestestesiesiesiesiesiesiesiesiesiesiesiesie st stk sk stk sk siesiesiesiesiestesiesisiesiairsirsirsigsicsicsie e stk ik stk st st s st st steslsisistesie st skt sik sk i ik sk sk st

o
o

Most importantly when | do His seba | feel my mind is out of irrational thoughts. | just focus on what I am
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doing and do it. This somehow never happens when | am studying or doing my research work. My mind
is constantly preoccupied with thoughts about my future. This very experience is self-evident that if we
consider everything we do in our lives to achieve our goals as His seba then the thought of any possible

outcome will not make us anxious. At the end it is important to realize that whatever happens in this
world happens according to His wish.

Special Days at NSM

Apart from the regular sangha puja we do have special days at NSM that include Pathachakra,
Sammilani, Thakur’s Janmotsava, Akshya Trutiya, Raasa Purnima, Thanksgiving week, New Year week
and so on. These special days give other bhais and maas an opportunity to spend their time at NSM.
During these days everyone at NSM feels as if a sea of happiness surrounds him or her. These days are
special because compared to a sangha puja, which has a tighter schedule and limited time; these days
motivate bhais and maas to do intense discussions about Thakur’s teachings and philosophy throughout
the day. Moreover, a face-to-face conversation is livelier than one on a phone. From these discussions
at times | am amazed by the bhais and maas knowledge on Thakur and | realize how ignorant | am.

Conclusion

It’s the realization that Thakur is always there with me is gratifying. Thakur puts everyone in this
mortal world through challenges and tests him or her. Our sole duty is to perform His seba without
getting too much affected by the ups and downs in our lives. At times the uncertainty of the future
ahead of us makes us lose hope and patience. This is the point where the very of thought of Thakur
keeps us sane in spite of this insane world.

Finally, | would conclude by saying that | feel thoroughly blessed and fortunate to stay nearby NSM.
| sincerely wish to get a job somewhere here close to NSM so that | can bring Baba here and devote the
rest of my life in Thakur’s seba. | feel it’s important to stay near NSM because through doing His seba |
realize | am getting to know more about Him and His teachings.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Anup Kalia
America Saraswata Sangha

One should never retreat from the path of truth and right living. The result of predes-
tined prarabdha is to be accepted calmly. You perform the duty of an ideal husband and
father and finally get settled as an ideal householder. | also bear the burden of guru-hood
for this holy desire. | wait with the earnest desire for the vision of God in the heart of every
disciple. Let your arms be strong and your heart be filled with devotion.

- Shri Shri Thakur
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Insight into a Journey

The real meaning of being human lies in our desire of developing ourselves into doing good. In this
mundane world in our day to day life we come across different types of people. Our day starts with our
morning prayer to Shri Shri Thakur and ends with our evening prayer. Since my childhood | have been
going through this daily routine.

As a kid, | remember that sometimes | did not feel like doing the evening prayer due to various
reasons such as spending time or playing with friends and during examination times. My mother used to
guote one extract from Thakur’s book , “Whatever you want to do, do but remember that the keys are in
Thakur’s hands”, she used to tell me this in Odiya which sounded really scary. So my sisters and | would
sacrifice our childhood fancies and do the evening prayer with our mother (Mama). In the evening
prayer, we had privilege of reading Thakur’s book like Shri Shri Thakur Jibani, Nigama Upadesha, Sati
Charitamala and Abhaya Bani.

| have experienced this from the core of my heart that the paragraph from Abhaya Bani exactly
matches my experience on that particular day. For instance, if | have come across a difficult situation
and my mood is bad, then that day | would read in Abhaya Bani “Tama manakara dukha kana, mu
sabubele tuma pakhare achi”. This creates positive vibes in my mind. | always asked my mother about
Thakur’s ubiquitous existence and how he receives prayer and worship of so many Bhaktas across the
globe. My mother responded simply “Thakur is Jagatguru”. | remember those days when | attended
Sangha Puja every Sunday the greatest desire we had in our minds was to have ‘Prasada’. While in
Sangha, due to my childhood instinct, | often did not want to sit in the Asana Mandira continuously but
my mother always warned me that Thakur will get angry; and if | sit in front of Thakur a connection will
be created between me and Thakur but if | don’t sit, that connection will be lost. With that fear | used to
sit there, but now when | remember those situations, | feel that is so true as | have experienced the truth
init.

My mother always had a desire to get a son-in-law who would understand Thakur’s philosophy and
perpetuate his arena. With Thakur’s blessing | got married last year and Bhai has never objected my
practices, and he understands and respects my belief. We have attending Sangha Puja in AMSAS since
last year. When | think about the existence of Sangha in America, one famous saying of Thakur comes
into mind, “Bhakta Bancha Kalpataru”. Sangha is like second home and family to us. It always has been
a pleasure celebrating special occasion at Thakur’s place. A deep regret is in my heart is that | am
unable to attend Sangha Puja at Asan Mandir every Sunday especially when Thakur has given me this
immense opportunity of staying closer to Asan Mandir.

Thakur, you are always a caring father for us at all times in each and every thing. Today as the
Sammilani day is approaching, Thakur please give me the blessing so that | can go to Sangha every
Sunday and even attend Pathachakra every month.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasritaa
Pallavi Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha
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Little do | know about “Thakur”

Fate sometimes takes you to places where at the end you get connected very well. | came to US in
December 2011 right after my marriage was arranged in October 2011 into a family that | came to know
later were devotees of “Shri Shri Thakur”. Now let me fast forward by a year. | got married in November
2012 and my wife, Pallavi Mohanty, came to US at the end of December 2012. In February 2013, my
mother-in-law told us that there was Thakur’s Asan Mandir in North Carolina. The first thought that
came to my mind was that it was probably one of the many religious places in the US. Until this moment
I knew nothing about “Thakur” apart from the fact that my wife worships Him twice daily with songs that
are soothing to my ears.

We came in contact with a “Guru Bhai and Maa” and finally one fine Saturday evening we both
came to the ashram (Nigam Smruti Mandir). The atmosphere at the Asan Mandir was mesmerizing and
in addition | got a chance to interact with many Odiya people in US. | came to know that every Sunday
bhaktas come to the Asan Mandir for a weekly get-together; and this was the only ashram in US which
was built in 2012. Suddenly | tried to connect the dots. Was it some divine power that brought me to
North Carolina and that too to a place just 30 miles from the Asan Mandir? Did “Thakur” know that one
if his bhakta (my wife) is going to come to North Carolina. All these questions can never be answered but
one thing it did for sure is that it increased my faith in the divine power.

| have been part of “Nigama Smruti Mandira” for a year now and never for a moment have | felt that
| do not belong to this Asan Mandir. | don’t know much about “Thakur” but the more | come to Asan
Mandir, the more | start believing in “Thakur”. Respect for each other, discipline, punctuality, belief in
the almighty are just a few things that | have learned from here. | have seen ashram Maas taking care of
“Thakur” more than their own child and Bhais devoting their time to “Thakur” first and then to family. |
cannot even think of being as devoted as they are.

Whenever | go to the Sunday Sangha Puja in the Asan Mandir, | don’t take part in singing “bhajans”
nor do | take part in reading Thakur’s letters or books but | do listen to the songs and try my best to
understand what is being read. Sometimes | have random thoughts like work, health, future etc. and that
time when | look at “Thakur” sitting in his asana, it feels like he is looking towards me and giving me a
faint smile as if saying that “why are you worrying about the future, live in the present, follow me and |
will take care of the future.” | realize that the past is history and the future is a mystery, if we give our
whole mind and soul to the present then it will make our history good and unravel a good mystery. When
| sit in the asana mandira, sometimes the thought comes to mind who is controlling the deeds that | am
doing, is it me or is it the almighty. Immediately my soul answers me that when | am confident then |
control myself and when | am not confident then | leave everything to almighty. | have realized that
whenever | am in the Asan Mandir, | can answer my own questions and | am happy with those answers.
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I would just like to share an experience that has helped me build my faith in the almighty. | had been
to Puri during the 2010 “Sunabesa” with my mother, aunts and cousin sisters. One of my father’s friends

was a Judge at the Puri court; therefore we had the opportunity to see the “Sunabesa” of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Maa Subhadra from a roof top where all the media people do the filming of the
event. We parked the vehicle in the premises of the court and started our journey towards the temple on
foot with the court’s peon Rajendra. Rajendra led us from one lane to another. The lanes were busy and
we were advised to stick together in a queue of ten. Rajendra led the queue and | being the only other
male person in the group, was at the other end. We were being pushed from all the sides (it is obvious
in these types of places where more than 5 lakh devotees come to see the Sunabesa). Suddenly my
sister had a heated argument with one of the persons in the crowd. Two-three men were trying to push
our queue. Rajendra intervened and brought everything to normal. Next moment, one of my aunt shouted
“wallet..wallet.. fallen on the ground” but before she could do anything, someone from the crowd picked
it up and vanished (normally the pickpockets work in group, some do the pushing act, some do the
cutting act and others do the vanishing act). | empathized with that person whose wallet was pick
pocketed and thanked “Lord Jagannath” for giving me the direction to keep my wallet in the safe chained
handbag of my sister (you know how difficult it is to get into a lady’s handbag!!). We were led into a safe
passage to the roof of a building which was meant for VIPs and the news cameramen. The scene from
the roof top was amazing. Three chariots standing in the middle of the road with the deities sitting on
them adorned with gold ornaments. All my aunts shouted in unison “Jai Jagannath, Jai Jagannath...”
Even more eye-catching was the wave of devotees surrounding the chariots. It seemed as if no one’s
foot was on ground. Everyone was in a wavy motion just like the wavy motion of the Lord when he goes
on to the chariot. Seeing that scene, | wished, | too was among the crowd, so that | could share my
experience with my friends back home. (This shows one of the faces of human tendency, the hard
earned fruit is always sweet in taste and one is never happy with what one gets, he always seeks the
other thing).

Finally our “darshan” was over. My mother and aunts were delighted to have witnessed such a
beautiful sight of the gold adorned deities. All were praising the Lord and also Rajendra who had guided
us. My sisters were excited to go to the sea beach and enjoy serene wind and the big waves. My aunts
were busy in their womanly talks. The discussion covered everything from price of gold and the yearly
income of the Puri temple to the adamant nature of temple priests and the judicial power in India. On
our way back to the vehicle, we had a tea break. After the break, everyone headed towards the vehicle
to go to the sea beach. | asked my sister to pay the money from my wallet.

Flashback an hour. The wallet that my aunt had seen had fallen from my sister’s handbag and the
handbag contained my wallet. Oh my God, one of my worst nightmares was almost coming true. My
sister searched her whole bag, my aunts were starting to panic and | was recalling all the contents of my
wallet along with all the events that had led to this situation. Money, debit card, credit card, PAN card...
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what am | going to do... how am | going to bring everything back to normal! Two days back | had noted

down one of my credit card details in my mobile, probably this event was also linked. | started blaming
myself. Probably the Lord was angry with me for taking the easy route for his “darshan”. | tried to regain
my composure and called the credit card company to block the card. My sisters were very sad. All the
sea beach plans had gone to limbo along with my wallet.

| was not able to recall my other credit card number, so we decided to return back immediately. Just
at that moment another shocking declaration came from the driver, the left front tire of the vehicle was
punctured. Something inauspicious had guided us to Puri!! The driver started changing the tire; my
aunts were discussing everything starting from superstitions to the Lord’s fury. | was busy following the
credit card blocking procedure over my sister’s phone. All this while an unknown number was tormenting
my mobile, but | was not able to pick it up. Suddenly an SMS flashed my mobile screen from the same
number “aapki wallet hamaari paas hai” (your wallet is with me). “What the heck!!” This was my
immediate reaction. | dropped the blocking plan and immediately called back on the number. A female
voice on the other side of the phone gave me the details of her location from where | could get my
wallet back. Rajendra accompanied me to the location. After waiting for some time, a person came and
gave me back my wallet. The person had got my number from a bank receipt which | had by chance left
in my wallet. (Again something related to fate). All the documents and cards were intact in the wallet,
only it was devoid of all the money. | had in my mind of rewarding the person with some money, but |
couldn’t help as there was no money in the wallet. | thanked the person(s) and was happy for not
returning disappointed from Puri.

Various thoughts came to my mind, what would have happened had | realized before the “darshan”
that my wallet is missing? We probably would have returned before the “darshan”. What would have
happened if our vehicle’s tire would not have punctured? We would have started our journey back and
| could not have possibly gotten my wallet back. | am not a theist, but probably | would have become an
atheist if | would not have got my wallet back. Was this just a coincidence or was this some sort of
heavenly power - the Lord”s power. Seems even God is greedy; he doesn’t want to lose his devotees.
Till this day | have that wallet, although it is not in good condition. | have a feeling that Lord Jagannath’s
blessings reside in the wallet.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Sarthak Das
America Saraswata Sangha
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My dear Child!  am Saddqguru. Wishes of Jagatguru are blossomed within me.My only
job is to show you the path to Salvation. Those, who have been depending on me, | will take
them to Salvation by holding their hands. Your Thakur (Guru) is ‘Sadguru’, you need to
have this sole belief. - ShriShriThakur
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Thakur - Your manifold facets %?2

Thakur, you are the Creator
of the whole world
who brings beauty, success
and prosperity in our life.

.
s

Thakur, you are the motivator
who rejuvenates our heart
and accelerate our ability
with an illuminating hope.

Thakur, you are the well-wisher
who colored our world with
happiness and fulfillment and
who has bestowed his mercy
and purified the immoral souls.

Thakur, you are the glimmer
whose gentle compassion
shine like the Morning Star and
whose light turns us away from sin
and erase darkness from our life.

Thakur, you are the caretaker
whose goodwill seals us
with an eternal calm and
whose kindness heals us

with salvation’s balm.

When detestation, cruelty and
enviousness divides us,
Thakur, you are the integrator
who unites us through love,
sympathy and humanity.

When anger, greed, bewilderment,
madness and pride in our mind
deviates us from the correct path,
Thakur, you are the trailblazer who
shows us the truthful and auspicious path.
Thakur, you are the mentor
who transmits the wealth of knowledge and
awareness across the whole world which
eliminates the darkness of the ignorance.

Thakur, you are the savior
who guides us at the time of the need,
who gives us the strength and
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courage to overcome our despair
and bring rays of happiness in our life.

Shri Shri Thakur came into my life as a treasure or precious gift from my mother (Kananbala Pattanaik
from Ekamra Saraswata Sangha). | was very fortunate to be part of Kumari Sangha puja in Ekamra
Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar. Since my childhood, | have learnt to do each and every activities
affiliated with Thakur.

After couple of years of my marriage, | came to Michigan, USA. As | was very close to my parents
and spent a considerable amount of time in Sangha activities, it was very difficult on my part to imagine
life away from them in Michigan. | felt disheartened that | was neither part of sangha nor | had Parichaya
Patra. However, | had bought a small Thakur’s bigraha with me from India and | did puja every morning
and evening. | read some books, but | was not satisfied with it as | was missing the sangha. Gradually,
| got accustomed with this life.

| moved to Charlotte in February 2013. After coming to Charlotte, my life changed drastically. |

came to know about Nigama Smruti Mandira in Efland, NC. It gave me inner pleasure and immense
satisfaction when | visited this place and participated in puja. With Thakur’s grace, now I’'m a member
of America Saraswata Sangha and have my identity in the form of Parichaya Patra.
I have an intense feeling that Thakur is always with me. He is protecting me from danger, guiding me in
hard times and teaching me the important lessons of life. | had a desire that my parents come to USA,
stay with me for a few months and spend some quality time. | always invited my parents to come to
USA, but due to various reasons they couldn’t come. | was little bit upset. Last year due to Thakur’s
blessings, everything related to my parent’s travel got finalized without any major huddles and my
parents got the US visa within a month. After long wait of seven years, my parents finally came to
Charlotte and my dream came true.

My parents attended the 2013 sammilani in Efland. | was so excited and thrilled that | cannot
explain in words. | was on the top of the world. It felt like the days before my marriage had reappeared
when | used to attend sammilani with my Maa and Bapa. Day-by-day my faith and bhakti towards
Thakur are increasing. After joining sangha, | feel like reading more books and think about Thakur all
the times. | met so many bhakta bhai’s and maa’s who are so helping and kind towards me. Now they
are like my family members.

I’'m very delighted that my kids are the part of Young Aspirants now. Both are sitting with me in the
puja. My elder daughter Shilpi likes answering the questions in Young Aspirants session and has shown
interest in puja. | feel | am blessed. Thakur showed me the way how to grow my kids in spiritual way. |
also learned a lot from the Question and Answer sessions.

Shri Shri Thakur maharaj has always taught me to be a good human being and follow the path of
truth. He has given me lot of guidance and shown the spiritual path to move ahead in life. By reading
Thakur’s book, | learn a lot of good things and try to inculcate these in my daily life. | pray at his lotus
feet to bless my family and keep us happy so | can spread this happiness everywhere.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasritaa,
Sonali Pattanaik
America Saraswata Sangha
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Income

Annual Pranami from Sangha Members
Pali Pranami

Pledge for Aasana Mandira Construction
$15,629.17

Donation for NSM Improvement
Donation for NSM Maintenance
Donation for URL Renewal

Sangha Pranami

Pathachakra Padasana Pranami
2014 Sammilani Aabahaka Pranami
Sammilani Delegate Fee

Sammilani Padasana Pranami
Pranamifor Sammilani

Magazine Sale

Mailing Cost Reimbursement
Parichaya Patra Application Pranami
Pradeshika Sammilani Webcast Pranami
SISSM Annual Pranami for NSS
SISSM Class Puja Delegate Fee
SISSM Class Puja Padasana Pranami
Gruhasan Pranami for NSS
Pranami for Begunia Sangha
Pranamifrom Aher Builders

Misc Pranami

$63,865.75

Total

2013 Expense
2013 Mortgage Payment
Total Payment

2013 Income
2013 Payment (as shown above)
Surplus*

’ . 0 9
SRRt st st stestestestestestestestiestiestestestestestesiesiesiesiesiesiesicsiesiesiesisiesiesi st sk sl sl sttt st i st st st stk stk st st st st st st st st s s st R st stk sk stk stk sk ik i i i stk stk o

o

Matching Fund from Motorola Foundation

* Negative surplus paid from cash in bank
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Jayaguru

America Saraswata Sangha

2013 Fiscal Report

$1,750.00
$2,703.00
$70,542.43

$6,000.00
$11,286.85
$473.21
$47.88
$1,283.72
$165.00
$1,734.00
$7,475.00
$309.02
$400.00
$588.00
$26.82
$9,732.60
$1,441.00
$720.00
$1,200.00
$101.00
$500.00
$4,000.00
$1,783.55
$1,133.00

$125,396.08

$63,865.75
$65,132.10
$128,997.85

$125,396.08
$128,997.85
-$3,601.77

Expense

Aasana Mandira - Electric Bill
Aasana Mandira - Garden
Aasana Mandira - Improvement

Aasana Mandira - Insurance

Aasana Mandira - Internet Bill
Aasana Mandira - Maintenance
Aasana Mandira - Security System
Aasana Mandira - Water Bill

Aasana Mandira - Sound System
Sangha URL Renewal

Mortgage Interest

Sammilani Expense (as shown below)
Magazine Production

Mailing Expense - Magazines etc.
Pranamito NSS with Parichaya Patra
Sangha Approval Pranami to NSS
Pradeshika Samm. Webcast Pranami to NSS
SJSSM Annual Pranami to NSS
Padasan Pranamito NSS

Gruhasan Pranami to NSS

Pranami for Begunia Sangha

Misc Expenses - AMSAS registration in NC
Misc Expenses - other

Total

Sammilani Expense
Accommodation (Hotel)
Food**

Decoration

AnandaSabha

Travel etc. - NSS Representative
Miscellaneous

Total

o

$2,618.53
$5,817.34

$1,755.49
$791.04
$1,738.51
$410.00
$841.25
$1,078.98
$47.88
$8,867.90
$7,027.24
$430.00
$26.82
$9,741.60
$21.00
$1,441.00
$720.00
$206.00
$500.00
$4,000.00
$140.00
$16.00

$1,674.01
$2,259.19
$554.05
$77.98
$1,784.54
$677.47
$7,027.24

** Food expense during sammilani and class puja
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Young Aspirants’ Section
A Prelude to Young Aspirants’ Section

With Shri Shri Thakur’s auspicious wishes and blessings, once again the children of America Saraswata
Sangha (AMSAS), so appropriately called the “Young Aspirants”, have come forward and made valuable
contributions to Saraswata Madhuri. Their writings have been published in this section. The Young
Aspirants have certainly become an integral and notable part of our sangha. Their enthusiasm and
active participation in various sangha activities, from fund raising to gardening at Nigama Smruti Mandira,
from singing during sangha puja to serving food at the Sammilani, has inspired many.

Our sangha has been very fortunate in involving the Young Aspirants in many of our activities and
imparting Shri Shri Thakur’s teachings on them in spite of language and cultural barriers. We are delighted
to see that the effort that had started more than a decade ago has, with Shri Shri Thakur’s blessings,
yielded much desired fruit. In its first meeting on October 26, 2003, the AMSAS Governing Body decided
to add a 30-minutes program for kids, right after the pathachakra puja session of the last Sunday of each
month. In February 2004, with the permission from the President and Parichalaka of Nilachala Saraswata
Sangha, the former “Kids’ Session” was launched. Later on, the session was renamed as the “Young
Aspirants’ Session” and was held twice a month. In addition to the children singing “Shri Guru Pranam”
etc., translated articles from Shri Shri Thakur’s books and stories containing Shri Shri Thakur’s leela,
were being read. It has been ten years since the inception of the Young Aspirants’ session. Many of the
children who were beginners then have grown up. Thus it was felt that the format of the Young Aspirants’
session needed to be modified so that the participants can become further involved and be able to
relate more to the materials being covered. A new format was proposed during the General Body meeting
of AMSAS during the 2013 Sammilani and was accepted. At that time it was decided to hold the session
on each Sunday rather than just twice a month. Later on, the AMSAS Governing Body decided to integrate
the Young Aspirants’ session into regular sangha puja. Barada Bhai accepted the role of facilitator and
agreed to develop the discussion material for each session. In 2014, the new format was instituted.
With Shri Shri Thakur’s blessings, the sessions have been going well. The Young Aspirants seem to like
the new arrangement and benefit from it.

Finally, it is our prayer at the lotus feet of Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj that He blesses all the Young
Aspirants to overcome all impediments and become the torchbearers for His noble objectives. May His
teachings spread and seep into the fabric and the soul of this culture, this land, and the globe.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Editorial Board

America Saraswata Sangha
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Forever relation

When | was a child,

| didn’t know who was sitting right there as my parents pray,
Then my mom told that He is the one, who shows us the morning rays,
When | grew up, He helped me in many things

Letting me know that I’'m unique from all other beings,

Also, | remember the day when | had an accident

That was very bad and happened to be a terrible incident

| felt alone, my mom was not at home

But, | remembered Shri Shri Thakur, felt | was with Him in a dome,
| placed Him all the way deep inside my heart

So that nobody dare take Him apart

He is my day and He is my night

Who also turned to be known as everyone’s morning sight
Once my mom for further studies

Went abroad for new learnings and discoveries

But | didn’t notice her absence

All the time | sensed His presence

Whenever | felt afraid of anything

He cured me by soothing,

My mom always talks about His greatness
That is my first and last happiness,

He helped me in every way he could

And that made me feel very bad

Because | don’t want Shri Shri Thakur to be stressed

| felt doing it myself and praising Shri Shri Thakur the best
What more can | say about Shri Shri Thakur’s love

Describing Him is not enough,
All | want is to love You from core of my heart
And Your pic would always stick to my heart like an art...!!!

| will be doing everything for You

Chanting Jayaguru, jayaguru, jayaguru...
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Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita,
Manish Mishra
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ParichayaPatra Translation

Jayaguru! Last summer, | completed a translation of the parichayapatra for maas. | did so be-
cause | was having trouble in understanding what | was reciting to Thakur every day. By the help of
my mother’s explanation of the material, | was able to assemble a humble interpretation of Thakur’s
words. The following translation has helped me truthfully affirm my faith to Thakur. | hope you will
find it helpful as well.

Acceptance from Member (Sebikaa)

| accept Shri Shri Thakur NigamanandaSaraswati Dev as my one and only spiritual guru and
cherished diety, and by acquiring His all-powerful ‘Jayaguru’ sidha mantra, | entirely offer myself to

the fulfillment of His divine work under the direction of NilachalaSaraswataSangha, Puri.
-Sebikaa

ParamahansaShreemat Swami NigamanandaSaraswatiDev

Disciple! | am Sadguru, the eternal guru. The universal guru’s desire has blossomed within me.
My job is to lead you all on the path to salvation. Those who are fully dependent on me, | will carry
them to the abode of salvation. You must have the absolute faith that your Thakur is Sadguru, the
eternal guru.

Shri Shri Thakur’s Advice Toward the Female Devotees

Mother! Fill your heart with love, because to flaunt outer beauty is to act in a devilish manner.
So, no one can see God except those who have this motherly love for everyone. He is everywhere;
however, unless you have reached the state of love for His creation, He will not divinely appear in
front of you. Even in times of utter despair, He will strengthen you. | bless you, to become a mother
with love for all, and to remain a mother like that forever. You are my own devotee. So, if you do not
preach others to persevere through their earthly sorrows, then who else will? Except you, no one
else is capable of taking life’s test. Therefore, God has poetically stated, “My own people will not be
intimidated.”

Mother! This universe is illusion at play, entrancing you with false knowledge. So, happiness is
not external, it lies within your heart. Happiness is not in material pleasures but found in renuncia-
tion and meditation. Happiness not emanating from within leads to false attachment, sin, and guilt.
Meditating on God’s true nature is the only way to experience holy happiness. You purify your mind
and spirit, chant His name, and meditate upon Him. The more you think about God, the more happi-
ness you gain. With this ultimate happiness, outside disturbances will not hinder your balance. There
is no other way to obtain happiness.

Disciples! Love your children as they are God’s children, and take care of them. Do not disobey
your elders. Help the needy to the best of your ability. Don’t violate these practices.

Mother! When you abandon outside happiness and look for me in your heart, you will see me fulfill-
ing your desires, holding the eternal Maa in my lap. Disciples! In that moment all your desires will
disappear. You surrender to Him and chant His name.

Disciples! Not seeing Me externally, will not cause you any loss. Those external things are
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illusions. You practice seeing Me within your heart. Do all the external work with your gross body, but
hold Him inside, close to you. Mother! Forget that | am in your body, instead remember that | am within
your heart, and this will diminish the distance between you and Me.

Mother! Find me within your husband. Remember that your husband is part of God and his existence is
the equivalent to God’s existence. With this belief, a woman’s objective is fulfilled. Then, happiness will
perpetually flow in your heart. | bless you to progress with this faith.

Husbands are superior to women. Carry out his order mentally, physically, and verbally, and serving him
is your primary duty. Love your husband as your superior and surrender to God. Only, then a woman’s
purpose is fulfilled.

A woman’s primary duty is to serve her husband and take care of her kids. Thus, women have limited
time for prayers. Therefore, constantly chant His name. Married women, find God inside your Husbands.
Widows, think of yours husbands inside God. If you only think of your husband and forget God and truth,
you will not gain anything.

Mother! In this world, everyone, from the emperors and queens to the beggars has the same desires.
Until everyone has reached the point of having no desires, the internal needs will not be fulfilled. Mother!
Learn to love this universe. Then, all your desires will be fulfilled.

-Shri Shri Thakur

| ask for forgiveness from Shri Shri Thakur and all the bhaktas for any mistakes | may have made in
this translation.
Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreya Prabhakar
s VA i

My feelings about Young Aspirants’ sessions

Thank you, Young Aspirants! One of the most prominent changes this year is the new combined
program of the young aspirants’ session and the sangha puja and | would like to share my feelings
regarding this.

Before, the young aspirants’ session was held every two weeks, so sometimes | forgot what | learned
and many times it was difficult for me to understand some of the content and to then try to implement it
in my day to day life. Now, every Sunday there is a YA session, which keeps me more engaged throughout
the week with what we are going to learn as well as what we have already learned. The simpler, more
interactive format of the program and the reading material enables me to understand, apply and explain
what | am learning about our dear Thakur’s teachings.

However, | have realized that | learn the most from my fellow young aspirants’ answers to the
guestions after every passage. Simply hearing their voices is such a joy but hearing their answers to the
guestions makes each session so priceless and insightful. The simple answers from the youngest of the
young aspirants are what | love to hear the most. They give such wonderful responses to the questions
that many times the older aspirants, myself included, have not thought of deeply and neglect to ques-
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tion the concept, although many of us may be thinking of the same thing. In one session, we were asked
what we would ask from Thakur if we had the chance. The answer that | will never forget is when Eva so
beautifully and truthfully said, “I want there to be no poor in the world.” Such a selfless answer taught
me so much and was so humbling. Likewise, to name a few others, | enjoy listening to Aryan’s smart and
thoughtful answers, Jimmy’s cheerful Jayagurus, Adhyasa’s precise responses, and Jemu’s smart ques-
tions. Our young aspirants thus inspire me to apply what | learn every Sunday to be the best human
being | can be by embarking on the journey to realize who | am and do my dharma so that hopefully | can
be a good role model. | cannot thank my fellow young aspirants enough for making each session so
valuable and for always teaching me and inspiring me. You all are the reason why we are worthy of the
title of young aspirants. Your eagerness to join, learn, and participate motivates me to do the same.

| think back now and recognize how much | love attending the YA sessions, which leads me to
wonder what my Sunday mornings would be like without this program. | know that my Sundays would
not be the same. | wouldn’t find the same bliss and peace of mind which | am grateful to experience and
| would be a complete stranger to this unique sense of togetherness. It is also highly possible that |
would not have known the importance of my dharma and would have subsequently been lost in this
daunting world of illusion; overwhelmed, confused and helpless.

| am astonished that our young aspirants can recognize this at such an early age and display the
interest in finding more purpose in life and for this | will always keep them close to my heart. | pray to
Shri Shri Thakur for his blessings that the young aspirant’s session continue to enlighten more and more
of us and help us to become truly good human beings as a part of our ultimate dharma. Jayaguru!!

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreya Prabhakar
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My Experience

| like performing puja because it helps me learn lessons that will always help me in life. |, along
with my family, go to the Asan Mandir quite often. My sister and | always join the young aspirant
sessions. In these sessions, we read stories and have discussions about them. That helps us learn from
Thakur’s teachings. We ask questions and make comments on the reading material. At home, my sister
and | read stories that are printed by my father. On Friday we read the story from the next young
aspirants’ session so we can understand and be prepared for the session.

At the Asan Mandir, | like playing jhanja during Jayagurunamakirtana at the end of the sangha puja
session. | have not yet played jhanja during aarati. | like Sammilani as it is the only time when we get to
meet everybody who does not come to Asan Mandir on regular weekends. Many a time my grandpar-
ents come to Sammilani. | feel very good meeting them. Thakur has taught me lots of things, so, | thank
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Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita,
Shashwat Prabhakar
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Aasana Mandira

A place where we meet
And come together as one
Sharing our feelings
And learning from each other
Nature’s beauty and peace at mind
At Thakur’s home

Moving in the correct path
And realizing our dharma
Near or far, love everyone
Doing the right thing
In both bad and good company
Remember Him always
And surrender before him
Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Bedaprakash Ray(Gyan)
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My Sangha Experience

| attended the 2013 Sammilani along with my mom and grandparents. We stayed at SmrutiMandira
for three days and participated in various events during this period. | participated in Ananda Sabha-
group dance and liked this event the most. | made many new friends and had a lot of fun with them.

| joined the Young Aspirants Sangha few months back. | feel blessed to be part of the Sangha. |
regularly attend the Young Aspirants session every Sunday. | like Question & Answer session and am
keen to hear others’ answers and opinions. | learn new and good things during this session.
| regularly do pranam before going to school. If | have any problem, | pray to Thakur to assist me in
resolving it. | am happy to sit in puja with my mother and my little sister.
| feel Thakur is:
Kind,
Phenomenal,
Part-of-our-family,
Well-wisher
& Creator of
the world.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasritaa
Shilpi Mohanty
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Sammilani and sessions

For me, Sammilani is one of the most joyous times of the year. | see friends who | usually don’t see
for the rest of the year. We have fun and play a lot of games. We have so much fun that | do not even
bother looking at the clock. Last year, when | went to Sammilani, it was a whole new experience because
it was the first time my baby brother went to Sammilani and | also saw Thakur’s house for the very first
time. | felt like Thakur is actually sitting there and watching over us. Not only do | have fun at Sammilani,
but | also learn a lot of new things. Going to Sammilani really makes me think about Thakur. Every year,
every young aspirant re-introduces themself so that we can get to understand them more. This is
especially important for me because | missed a year and it really helps me understand the people
around me. | also learn more things at Young Aspirant’s sessions. The questions really force us to think
and the topics are all interesting. | also find it fun to listen to the ideas and opinions of others. We learn
important lessons like what dharma is, and why we judge others. These really important lessons guide
me through life. Without them, who knows what would be of us? They make me wonder “Is what | am
doing, right?”

When we went to the Asana Mandira, it made me think more about Him, it made me wonder
questions such as how did Thakur become so wise and how did Thakur even become Thakur. Now | have
started reading Sadguru Swami Nigamananda for young readers. | also enjoy singing Thakur’s songs.
Everytime | start a new song, my mother tells me the meaning of it. These meanings also help me
throughout life.

Sammilani and its sessions help me both socially and mentally. | always wish that we lived near the
Asana Mandira, so | could see my friends more often and do more of Thakur’s work. Lastly, | wish for
blessings from Thakur to guide me through life.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita,
AryanJena
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America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Office Bearers’ Contact Information

Bijoy Kumar Sahoo, President, 101 Sundance PlaceChapel Hill, NC 27514, USA
Home: (919) 768-0403, Cell: (919) 819-6998, Email: bijoysahoo@yahoo.com

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy, Secretary, 4909 Austin Healey PIGlen Allen, VA 23059, USA
Home: (804) 360-4109, Cell: (612) 219-0396, Email: gyand@yahoo.com

Brajendra Panda, Treasurer, 2531 N. Norwich Lane, Fayetteville, AR 72703, USA
Home: (479) 443-8024, Cell: (479) 409-7288, Office: (479) 575-2067, Email: bpanda@uark.edu
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