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Improvement for Preparation of Special Sangha Puja Sessions Program.
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BEYOND THE HORIZON

As per the common belief and opinion of Science, world space or parametre of space is the Last
Frontier. According to this opinion, there exists nothing beyond space. Sriptures of Sanatan Dharma and
the self enlightened persons of Hinduism do not agree with this opinion. They say the whole of creation is
only one third portion of Bramhan or God’s existence. Naturally, question arises what about the rest portion
or two third part of Brahman ? According to their opinion, rest is Amrit or Nectar. Here Nectar or amrit does
not specify the nature or content of Brahman. According to Upanishad, it is Sachidanand which means Sat-
eternality + Chit, pure consciousness + Anand, divine blisss. These three factors happen to be the content
of Brahman which remains beyond any change or manifestation.

Munduka Upanisad says through sloka Il Brahmanvadamrutam...... Varistham; Brahman is the
greatest. He exists above, below, left and right. He is unchangeble and His true form is nectar. This universe
is nothing but Brahman alone.

Again Katha Upanishad says about the Supreme Existence through sloka 15 ‘Natatra....; Where he
exists, sun does not shine, the rays of moon and stars can not reach, the flashes of lightning do not reach
that existence as He is the cause of their existences.

One may ask if Bramhan is unreachable, not attached to any one and anything, then what relation
the creation has with Him. If he is unrelated then how does his existence affect us?

Taittiriya Upanishad which is part of Taittiriya Aranyak explains and says that Brahman is knowable
and can be realised. Through slok 1of 2nd canto it says “Brahmanbid.......... prathomonubak; the knower of
Brahman attains the highest plane. Brahman is Truth, Knowledge and Infinite. One who realises this remains
in identification of Brahman and everything becomes available to the same realised person.

Munduk Upanishad goes a step further by saying that one who realises Brahman becomes Brahman
himself and there remains no difference between him and Brahman. ‘Brahmabit Brahmaiva bhavati’, “Sloka
9 of Canto 3.

The essence of these presentations is that Brahman is one without second. Whatever seen or
unseen exists in this universe is Brahman alone. This universe having multivariety of shapes, sizes and
colours have originated from a single source that is Brahman. The whole of universe is the manifestation of
Brahman, hence is Brahman and nothing else.

Bramhan as described by ancient scriptures is Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient. The entire
creation remains within Bramhan and yet Brahman as greatest is far more greater than the creation. Brahman
is the cause and the creation is the effect.

Brahman is also described further as without any form, all pervading, all powerful, unrelated,
unreachable and indescribable. But one who realised Brahman becomes Brahman like a piece of iron
getting attached with a powerful magnet gets magnetised and becomes magnet.

According to Hinduism, there are four major margas or paths to realise Brahman, These are Jnana,
Marga, Bhakti Marga, Yoga Marga and Tantra Marga. Out of these four Margas, Bhakti Marga is sweet,
straight and easy to reach the objective. Bhakti or path of Devotion is easier and it is meant for people of low
eligibility and of poor intelligence. It has been declared easy because it doesn’t require rigorous discipline
like Sadhan Chatustay of Jnan Marga. Though concertration of mind and detachment towards sensual
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enjoyments are given due importance in Bhakti Marga, unlike Jnana Marga these valuable instruments are
availed without much effort in Bhakti Marga. Vaisnav scriptures put forward that more you get attached with
Lord, that more you become detached with worldly pleasures or sensual enjoyments.

Bhakti or path of Devotion is declared as easy because it is Anukula bruti, where as Jnana Marga or
path of knowledge is Pratikula Bruti.

Anukula bruti, conducive spiritual performance is like adopting an emotional relationship with God
to which one is already enjoying or in other words, one is used to. Like one is living in a family having
relation such as parents and children, wife and husband and also close relations with friends. One is naturally
used to such relationships. When the devotee, treading the path of Devotion through reaches the level of
Bhava-Bhakti establishes relationship with God with such type of worldly relationship according to one’s
choice and eligibility, But in Jnana Marga no such relationship is possible. In Jnana Marga, one has to go
against one’s habits and relationship. One is required to change one’s past impression towards the world
and worldly relationship, which obviously is a difficult proposition. And that is the reason it is called Pratikula
Bruti; opposite habits and opposite thinking, This is really difficult.

Now the question arises how concentration of mind and detachment come to ensure automatically
in the path of devotion. For that we have to start from definition of Bhakti or Devotion.

Sri Rupa Goswami says that love for the Lord is devotion and Anuraga. Bhakti scriptures say that
longing for a glimpse of Lord, darsanabhilas, is Bhakti. Sri Jiva Goswami says that the availability of unceasing
pleasure; Niravachhinna Anand, is Bhakti. Beloved Thakur Maharaj says that tremendous force of extreme
will-power, Atyantik ichha shakti, is Bhakti. All of these statements are true. We attach much importance to
Sri Sri Thakur’s statement as it is very practical and scientific.

Bhakti starts from Samanya Bhakti which is inherent in every human being. Then comes Baidhi
Bhakti, which one has to adopt to tread the path of devotion. Then comes ‘Sadhan Bhakti’ which one has to
perform with sincerity to enhance one’s inherent Bhakti. When this Sadhan Bhakti matures or gets stabilised,
one has elevated it to Bhava Bhakti. Here the devotee establishes a particular relationship with God. There
are five Bhavas like Shanta, Dasya, Sakhya, Batsalya and Madhur. Except for Shanta Bhava, all other four
Bhavas have divisions or sakhas. For example, Dasya Bhava is of Sambhram Dasa and Gourav Das,
Sakhya Bhava is of Braja balak bhava and Braj Balika Bhava, Batsalya is of Santana Bhava and Apatya
Bhava, Madhura is of Raganuga Bhava and Ragatmika Bhava and so on. One has to elevate one’s self
from one stage to the higher stage. The uniqueness of Bhakti Marga is that One’s self may not elevate and
remain in one Bhava yet reach the peak.This also makes one achieve the objective. This is not possible in
any other Marga.

Sadhan Panchaka’ says that one has to start from Sadhusanga, remaining in company with saintey
people and listening to them. These five important performances are 1-Sadhusang, 2- Krushna seva, 3-
Bhagavat, 4- Namasankeertan and 5- Brajabasa. Brajabasa does not only mean to live in the proximity of
Braja but to be immersed in the thought of the Lord and to remember intensely his Divine sport.

Devotion, or Bhakti, ushers in a sublime feeling which ultimately turns into untold pleasure. This
pleasure is called Bliss.

Through Srimad Bhagavat Gita, the great devotee and warrior Sri Arjuna asks Lord Krushna; “Who
is a superior yogi ?” In sloka 1 of 12th canto Arjuna asks “Ebam satayukta- - - - yogabittamah” Which
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performer such as those who worship you as formlees, all-pervading god or those who attach their mind
with your wonderful form and divine sport, is superior? Lord Krushna replies sloka 2 “Majyabasya...... Matah.”
Lord says to Arjuna, “Those who worship me as formless God do achieve their objective, but in my opinion
those who worship me with wonderful form with love and faith are definitely superior.”

Through ‘Bhakti Rasamrut Sindhu’, Sri Rupa Goswami says with the sloka 21 “Brahmananda....
Paramanutulamapi” which means “Brahmanand may become Nirguna at the peak, but compared to
Premananda it is only drop in the ocean of love (Premanand)”. This presentation clarifies the Divine pleasure
one avails through Bhakti Yoga.

This pleasure flows on unabated and unceasingly in gopibhava which is considered the best and
greatest. Gopis have dedicated their lives to please Lord Sri Krushna, having no other desire of their own.
Their performances, thinking and life was centered around Lord Sri Krushna.

If we can love our beloved Thakur like the gopis and dedicate our entire time and energy to fulfil His
desire then our lives will become enriched with the ecstasy of love.

We pray to Thakur Maharaj to shower such type of love on each and every member of America
Saraswata Sangha. Let there be flood of Divine love in their mind and all-round development in their life.

With this prayer | do Seva Samarpan at His lotus feet.

Sri Sri Thakur Charanasrita
Shri Santosh Kumar Mohanty
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha, Bhubaneswar

DIVINE MOTHER

“Ya devi sarva bhutesu, shanti rupena sansitha,
Ya devisarvabhutesu, shaktirupenasansitha,
Ya devi sarva bhutesu, matru rupena sansitha,
Namstasyai, Namastasyai, Namastasyai, Namo Namah.”

The goddess who is omnipresent as the personification of a universal mother, the goddess
who is omnipresent as the embodiment of power, the goddess who is omnipresent as the symbol of
peace, | bow to her again and again. God creates, maintains and destroys the universe but the power
with which these functions are performed is called Shakti,also known as the Divine Mother. This is the
origin of the worship of a mother and thus the idea is that any mother is worthy of utmost reverence
and worship just as the Divine Mother or Shakti.

In all religions, a mother is considered a person that is worthy of respect and exemplifies
service. The unparalleled love possessed by a mother for her children are the subject of praise and
veneration in various scriptures and shastras. No doubt, a mother is the embodiment of qualities such
as love, sacrifice, forbearance and selfless service to her children. The powerful ideas exemplified by
outstanding mothers through ages have demonstrated that mothers have been given an exalted position
in a world of many different relationships. For example, the sacrifices of Sita for her sons Lava and
Kusha, the impartial love of Kunti for the Pandavas, the limitless love of Yashoda and Devaki for Lord
Krishna and many more.
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My mother’s most generous gift is giving all her time and self to me. She puts my happiness
ahead of her own, does the right thing even when she is not sure what the right thing is and forgives
me over and over again. | have realized the same with all mothers. But is it possible to feel the same
motherhood emotions for a person who is not conceived in our womb? Shri Shri Thakur has given us
this power to feel the motherly care and affection towards everyone. He says,

“Maa mu jagatjananinku kola re dhari tuma hrudaya purna kari basi rahichi.”

When we are overwhelmed with anger, hatred or jealousy for a person, we need to think that
we have the Universal Mother residing in our heart along with Shri Shri Thakur and our motherliness
will pour out for that person and all the negative emotions will gradually fade away. But it is difficult to
experience such emotions in this agitated state. Shri Shri Thakur has shown us how we can feel a
mother’s care, love and affection for everyone through the example of Maa Sudhansubala.

Shri Shri Thakur explained how the fondness and affection of Maa Sudhansubala led Him to
the path of spirituality and enlightenment. She is an embodiment of love, valor, care and motherhood.
She is an inspiration for all of us. Thakur has always wanted all His sebaka and sebikas to have the
same humility, endearment and courage she had. Bhubanmohan Bhattacharya has described her as
“Jagadamba” who completed the household chores all alone. She never complained. She was not
only the favorite of her family members but also people who might have been acquainted with her.
Everyone was amazed by her personality. She was a mother to everyone she knew. She knew the
best way to utilize limited resources and prepared flavorful food out of the merest materials at her
disposal.

There are also stories about her valor and courage. For example, once she jumped into the
fire to save important documents. Even the god of fire bowed down at her feet as she saved everyone
else from the fire and herself went into it. In another instance, she took care of her brother-in-law
Ramapada when he was sick with such care and sincerity that Ramapada felt the presence of
‘Jagatjanani’ within her. Ramapada thought she had super powers or she was the goddess herself.
But Thakur said, it was her motherhood for each and every creature of this world that made her do
great things. There are many such examples describing the courage of Maa. Ramapada has shared
his experience with Maa when they were travelling to Radhakantpur from Kutabpur. A tiger came out of
nowhere and snared at them. Ramapada has described the grace, calm and courage in the eyes of
Maa when she pushed him into the cart and went herself ahead to confront the tiger. She hypnotized
the tiger to save Ramapada.

Behind Thakur’s limitless love, lies the untold boundless love and affection of Maa
Sudhansubala. It is the result of her immeasurable warmth and tenderness that we got our Premika
guru Shri Shri Thakur Nigamananda. It is my earnest prayer at the lotus feet of Thakur to give me
abundant mercy and prepare me to serve the society with similar love and compassion that Maa used
to have for everyone.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasritaa
Smt. Sweta Rout
America Saraswata Sangha
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HAPPINESS IS OUR ESSENTIAL BEING

Happiness lies deep within us, in the very core of our being. Happiness does not exist in any
external object, but only in us. It is the consciousness that experiences happiness. Though, we seem
to derive happiness from external objects or experiences, the happiness that we thus enjoy, in fact,
arises from within us.

Whatever turmoil our mind may be in, at the center of our being, there exists always a state of
perfect peace and joy like the calm in the eye of a storm. Desire and fear agitate our mind and obscure
the happiness that always exists within it. When a desire is satisfied or the cause of a fear is removed
the external agitation of our mind subsides and in that temporary calm our mind enjoys a taste of its
own innate happiness.

Happiness is thus a state of being - a state in which our mind's habitual agitation is calm. The
activity of our mind disturbs it from its calm state of being, and causes it to lose sight of its own
innermost happiness. Therefore, to enjoy happiness, our mind needs to cease all activity and return to
its natural state of inactive being, as it does when we are in deep sleep.

True happiness is therefore the happiness of just being, which is the perfect and absolute
happiness that in mystical literature is known as 'beatitude'. This true happiness of being is also
described as 'the peace of God, which possess all understanding'. This is experienced only in perfect
peaceful state of just being, i.e. the state in which all mental activity has subsided resulting in the
clarity of unobstructed self-consciousness. That is, since it can be experienced perfectly only in the
conscious state, in which we are merely of our own essential being and do not have any other thoughts,
true happiness or peace is beyond mental comprehension.

Not only does happiness exist within us - it is in fact our true nature, our essential being. The
transient happiness that we seem to derive from external experiences, is nothing other than our own
essential being and it arises from within our core. They clearer we are conscious of our core, the more
deeply and intensely we experience happiness.

The degree of happiness that we experience at any given moment is directly proportionate to
the degree of clarity of the consciousness of our true and essential being. Therefore, happiness is not
only our essential being, but is also the consciousness of our being. In fact, since we are the
consciousness that experiences our own being as 'l am', we are both 'being and consciousness.' In
other words, our essential being is consciousness, or more precisely it is self-consciousness -
consciousness that knows itself clearly as 'l am'. Additionally, since our unobstructed consciousness
of our own being is experienced by us as happiness, in our essential nature we are non-dual being,
consciousness and happiness.

The activity of our mind distracts our attention away from our essential being, there by clouding
the natural clarity of self-consciousness and obscuring our awareness of happiness that we really are.
Therefore, as long as our mind is outwardly focused, attending to anything but our own essential
being, we can never experience perfect, enduring and unqualified happiness. To experience true and
eternal happiness, we must attain the experience of true self-knowledge, which is perfectly clear
consciousness of our own essential being.
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In order to experience such true self-knowledge, we must withdraw our attention from everything
other than ourselves and focus it exclusively upon our own essential being, which we experience in
the form of our fundamental consciousness - our primary knowledge 'l am'.

Until and unless we attend to our innermost self in this manner, we cannot know who or what
we really are, and unless we experience a clear knowledge of what we really are, we cannot be certain
about the reality or validity of any knowledge that we may have about other things. All our knowledge
about the world and God - about science, religion, philosophy, physics, cosmology, psychology, theology
or any other branch of human knowledge - is open to serious doubt so long as our knowledge about
ourselves - the consciousness by which all those other things are known - is incomplete and uncertain.

Therefore, if we wish to experience permanent and unqualified happiness or to attain absolute
knowledge, we must focus our undivided attention upon ourselves, our fundamental consciousness of
our own essential being, 'l am’', in order to ascertain who or what we really are.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shri Trinath Patri
America Saraswat Sangha

YOUNG ASPIRANTS' SECTION
Introduction to Young Aspirants' Session

It is said, "a baby is a little bit of heaven on earth." No matter how disappointed one is, the
smilingface of a baby is irresistible. No matter what the gender, culture, or ethnic background, babies
irradiate pure joy. But,when we look at our society today we see violence, brutality, war, hatred, and
we wonder who is causing all this chaos in our society? It becomes obvious that this iscreated by
grown-up people. Then one wonders,weren't these grown-up people all innocent babies one day,
loved by everyone? How come an innocent child turned into a violent person that he is today?

The root of all violence is fear. And root of all fear is the lack of "self-knowledge." In Upanishadic
period, there was an ecosystem, designed by the great sages, and implemented by the society, that
encouraged "self-knowledge" as the ultimate goal one should aspire for in life. When we, as a society,
ran away from that goal, we created the mess we see today. We created an ecosystem that nurtured
ignorance rather than self-knowledge. We destroyed the divinity in the baby, and instead,crafted a
devil out of him.

When Shri Shri Thakur returned to the society as Guru, he wanted to recreate that Upanishadic
spiritual ecosystem applicable to the contemporary society. He emphasized on the "collective spiritual
transformation”, rather than individual salvation. He said, "if we could recreate the Upanishadic spiritual
ecosystem, instead of one Nigamananda, hundreds of Nigamananda can be created."

He said that a collective spiritual transformation couldoccur in three steps: First, become a
good human being which is about being a self-aware person. Second, hang around with people who
share the same objective of self-awareness. He called it "Sangha," or spiritual association. Third,
connect these spiritual associations to a grand union. He called it "Sammilani." And that collective
effort, he proclaimed, would bring about a spiritual transformation for a "new humanity" to born.
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In nature, that transformation happens all the time. Evolutionary biologists call it metamorphosis.
One of the most common examples of metamorphosis in biology is the transformation of a caterpillar
to a butterfly. And surprisingly,that transformation follows the exact same process what Shri Shri Thakur
has envisioned for the collective spiritual transformation of mankind.

In the life of a caterpillar comes a time when it becomes exceedingly greedy. It starts to consume
much more than its biological needs. It becomes very fat. (You can see the parallels with the greed of
people in today's society.) At that point the body of the caterpillar starts to die. The reason it starts to
die is because its own immune cells think this growth of the caterpillar as cancerous and therefore
attack its own cells. (You can think of this as the conflicts and war among people.) However, some
cells within the dying carcass of the caterpillar don't give up. They fight back the attacking immune
cells. Biologist's refer to those cells as "imaginal cells." They call them "imaginal cells" because
somehow, they dream of a future radically different than the greedy life of a caterpillar. (You can think
of imaginal cells as the spiritual minded people who though suffocated yet aspire for a divine life in
today's society.)

At some point, the immune cells yield to the persistence of these "imaginal cells" and give up
the fight. Imaginal cells then start to grow using the dying carcass as their culture medium and start to
form "imaginal discs," a cluster of "like-minded" cells if you want to call it that way. (You can think of
them as the different kinds of "spiritual associations" or "Sanghas" appearing all over the world.)

When enough of such "imaginal discs" are formed throughout the body of the dying caterpillar,
they start to connect among themselves using an intelligence that has the information of the collective
aspirations of all the "imaginal discs." At that moment a tipping point is reached when a gene that has
all the information of a butterfly wakes-up and a butterfly starts to emerge.

Our spiritual journey takes the exact same path. The metamorphosis that transforms a caterpillar
to a butterfly, biologically, transforms us spiritually as well. The only difference is that the spiritual
transformation is a psychological phenomenon where we encounter our own divinity. However, it
transforms us completely. American poet Walt Whitman, when he had the self-awakening for the first
time, wrote, "I cannot be awake for nothing looks to me as it did before, or else | am awake for the first
time, and all that was before was a mean sleep." The life of the caterpillar was gone for him. With his
awakening, Walt Whitman,was flying with the butterfly.

The path Shri Shri Thakur has laid down for us, starting with individual spiritual practice
progressively leading to collective spiritual practice, is based on the cosmic principle of total
transformation. Our young aspirants are those"imaginal cells" dreaming for a new way of living, creating
a society that is free from greed, hatred and violence. We must nurture their dreams and aspirations,
and provide them that ecosystem where they can grow, group and connect.

At America Saraswata Sangha, we have been giving special attention to the spiritual growth of
our young aspirants. | pray to Thakur for guidance and inspiration so that we continue helping our
young aspirants on their spiritual journey and at the same time playing a meaningful role in realizing
Thakur's vision of bringing a "new humanity" on earth.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita

Shri Barada Kanta Nayak
America Saraswata Sangha
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LEARNINGS FROM THAKUR'S LIFE STORY

With the blessings of Thakur, | am part of YA session and learning so many good things which
| do not find at any other place. | found Thakur's life story amazing and it shows us mostly how to face
struggle for getting things done. He showed us how to overcome each challenge spiritually. | like
Barada Bhai's way of explanation and Vedamati Maa's interactive approach in YA session. Every
Sunday morning, | start my day with YA session and that gives me lot of happiness.

My mother used to read Thakur's life story book when | went to bed. Sometimes, | ask questions
to my father and Nihar Bhai if | have any doubt. | have also started practicing some prarthanas and
chant them daily after my shower.

I am going to tell some facts from Thakur's life story that have inspired me.
STORY 1

When Nalinikanta reached his school-going age, his parents sent him to primary school for
study. The teacher at the school used to ask all children to bring some gifts like rice, dal etc. from their
houses every day. He also strictly ordered them not to tell their parents about what they are doing.
Thakur said that he can’t bring molasses, pickles, and tamarind without informing his parents. Then
the teacher said if you don't, you should lie to your parents by telling them that you are taking food to
poor people. Being afraid of punishment, Thakur lied for some days. One day Thakur said that he
couldn't lie anymore. His teacher beat him a lot for this. When Thakur got home he told his parents
everything. His parents were proud of his honesty.

Learning 1:

| learned that you must always do the right thing even though something bad will happen to
you.

Learning 2:
| learned that you should not lie to people even though anyone told to do.
STORY 2

One day, while Thakur was doing puja, he saw a woman on the pedestal with 10 arms holding
various weapons, he was afraid, screamed and ran away. When he got home he told his mother
everything. His mother explained to him "my son, whoever you saw was Goddess Durga. Just like | am
your only mother of this life, she is the mother forever".

Learning 1:

| learned that Goddess Durga is not only a goddess but a Mother of the universe, as well. She
is holding the weapons to protect us and save us from evil and devils.

In the end, | would like to thank Thakur and everybody for giving us a medium to learn, celebrate,
and connect with each other so that we all can have wonderful happy lives although we are far away
from our motherland.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Pratyush Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha
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MEANING OF PRAYER

We pray Thakur. Mostly when we pray, we ask for things from Thakur. We ask him because we, by
ourselves, sometimes are not able to get those things and we believe that he can give us what we want.
When we believe that he can give something to us, that's called having faith or trust in him. We believe that
he is super powerful, the source of all energy and power. So there is nothing that he cannot do!

Every day, | with my family sit in front of Thakur during the puja time and do prarthana or
prayer. | listen to the books that are read during puja. | ask to be explained the readings in a summary.
I am now understanding a little bit that praying to Thakur or having trust in him is not just for getting
things or getting good things or success or what so ever. We usually ask for things because we think
that we need those things to be happy. So, we want happiness and our brain prompts us 'l want this,
| want that' to be happy. At that moment we don't realize that happiness is not in getting those things.
Because after getting those things too, our happiness does not last forever. We then want more or
some other things.

So, we need to know what we actually need to be happy. That is called knowledge. We should
get the correct knowledge about our wants or desires or what we should be asking for or what should
be our actual prayer. When we trust God, we should trust that he has given us everything and he is
always doing good for us. Then we won't need to ask for anything. We will ask - How to be a better
being? How to make our surrounding a better place? How to be able to give things to others who are
needy? We will get so much more happiness in giving rather than getting. Also, giver and receiver both
must have knowledge and respect for what they are giving and receiving. With knowledge that becomes
blessing without it, it's meaningless. So that spirit and knowledge is what we need. That real prayer
comes from our heart. God listens and appreciates that prayer which is full of love and trust.

| remember the story of Sudama who was a friend of Lord Krishna. Even though Sudama was
poor and didn't have anything to eat, he was unable to ask to give Lord Krishna the wealth so that he
can live his life happily. Even though he and his family had nothing to eat, his wife offered the little bit
of puffed rice to Krishna. Krishna silently watched them and their innocence. He gave Sudama and his
wife all the peace and happiness that they deserved. So Sudama got God's grace and blessing not by
asking, but by being humble and innocent.

Our love for others and selfless giving to others without expecting anything in return will make
us closer to God, connect us to him and this connectedness will give us happiness.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreyasee Nanda
America Saraswata Sangha

SHRI SHRI THAKUR IS EVERYWHERE

We're taught through the YA Session that Shri Shri Thakur is with us, wherever we go, whenever
we need him. I've learned this through some of my experiences, and | want to share with you some
stories that showed me Shri Shri Thakur's love for us, and how he will always be there. Once, not too
long ago, Chuntu (one of our pet fish) got stuck into his castle in the aquarium. He eventually got out
with a little help, but quickly, he sunk to the ground. He had injured one of his fins. He lay still on the
floor of the aquarium, not making any movement. We thought that he was terminally injured, and |
personally was devastated. | had lost two of my fish earlier that year. That moment, | couldn't think
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about anything else besides just praying to Shri Shri Thakur, so | prayed to Shri Shri Thakur for the
survival of one of my best companions, and | put some of Thakur's Paduka Pani into the aquarium.
Chuntu lay like that for two or three days, and we thought he had passed. However, miraculously, he
soon managed to get up and going just fine! Chuntu's story was just one of many that reminded me
that Thakur is always there.

Another such incident occurred a year ago. | was at a math competition. The morning of the
test, | prayed to Shri Shri Thakur, and asked for his blessings. | did the same right before the test. The
test was difficult, and due to the level of competition there, | did not think that | had done well. During
the awards ceremony, the announcer called third and second place, and | had thought that any chance
of me going home with a trophy was gone. | was a bit distraught, thinking that | should have done
better. However, to my delight and my surprise, the announcer called my name for first place! | was in
complete shock as | headed to receive my award. On the car ride home, | had realized Shri Shri
Thakur's blessings were what had enabled me to win. At that moment, | was forever grateful that | had
a person like him to guide me.

My life experiences have taught me that Thakur is the one person that | can always depend
on. He will always love me, no matter what | do. Even in times of difficulty, he is there to guide me on.
He is the ray of sunshine during these troubled times. My life would be forever different without Shri
Shri Thakur by my side.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita,

Aryaan Jena
America Saraswata Sangha
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BALANCING OUR EXPECTATIONS WITH ACCEPTANCE

There are many instances in our lives in which events fall short of our expectations. Expectations
are our beliefs and degree of certainty that something will happen in the future. However, what we wish for
may not be what we get, even if we try our hardest. It is quite easy to dismiss everything as unfair and
inevitable, which leads to increased disappointment. Therefore, is important to accept events that occur in
or out of our control in order to experience peace and happiness. Reconciling our expectations with out-
comes is important because what happens in the future is not entirely in our hands. With acceptance we
can move onto the future and improve ourselves.

A Chinese parable | recently read exemplifies this idea. A farmer bought a strong horse at an auc-
tion. The same night, it ran away. The farmer's neighbor said, "That's bad news." The farmer replied, "Good
news, bad news, who can really say?" Later the next day, the horse returned with another horse. The
neighbor chimed in, exclaiming "What amazing news!" The farmer just shrugged and responded, "Good
news, bad news, who can really say?" He gave the second horse to his son. The son went horseback riding
the next day, but was thrown off the horse and severely broke his leg. The neighbor concernedly said, "I'm
so sorry for this bad news." The farmer just replied, "Good news, bad news, who can really say?" A week
later, the emperor's army arrived at the town and drafted every able-bodied young man to fightin a war. The
farmer's son remained at his home because of his broken leg. In the end, due to changing circumstances,
what may be positive one day can quickly change and evoke the opposite emotions. As life is ever-chang-
ing with new challenges, obstacles, and successes, | like to remember the Persian adage, "This too shall
pass." The state and condition of our human lives is ephemeral and fluctuating. Adhering to rigid predictions
and assumptions and expecting them to happen is not realistic.

We want to succeed in every part of our lives, whether it is in school, work, hobbies, and personal
relationships. While we should have goals, expectations, and aspirations, we should not take specific re-
sults of our actions and other events for granted. In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna tells Arjuna
"Karmanyevadhikaraste Ma PhaleshuKadachana, Ma KarmaphalaheturbhurmaTeSangostvakarmani.” Trans-
lated, this means that a person has the right to perform their actions, but they are not entitled to the fruits of
the actions. Also, a person should not be motivated by the results of their actions and should not deviate
from doing their prescribed duties. Detaching oneself from the results of one's actions leads to less worry,
stress, and distress over the consequences. One should stick to doing their duty and striving to become a
good human being.

Accepting whatever happens regardless of our expectations does not entail apathy to events in our
lives. A lack of desires and goals in our lives is not an ideal solution. Rather, we need to have patience when
accepting whatever twists and turns that happen in our lives despite the assumptions and hopes we have.
If something doesn't happen the way we hoped for, we should not be demoralized. One of Buddha's many
teachings was that killing our desires will kill our sorrows. Instead of becoming upset or easily rattled by
circumstances that do not meet our expectations and desires, we should be pragmatic and calm and look
forward to see what can be done to improve in the future. Nothing in our lives is set in stone and change is
inevitable. | pray to Shri Shri Thakur that | may be incorporate these ideas into my life.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Saumyashree Ray (Bhakti)
America Saraswata Sangha
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LIGHT IN THE HINDU RELIGION

Throughout the duration of time, almost every civilization in the world has associated light with
divinity. The dichotomy between light and darkness has been well distinguished in most cultures with
darkness inviting fear and anxiety, while light provides protection and security. However, this duality
has come to reach beyond the realm of human feeling and emotion, to go so far as to establish light as
the personification of God, and darkness as evil. This association triggered my curiosity and | went on
to research a little regarding the meaning and purpose of light specifically in the context of Hinduism.
The following is my humble attempt to present my understanding of the concept:

Light. 5 letters, one syllable, but a depth of meaning. Think about it. What does the word light
evoke within you? In Hinduism, light symbolizes many ideas, some of which include purity, intelligence,
heaven, ultimate bliss, knowledge, godliness, divine power, the color of the sun, day, liberation,
illumination of the outside and of the mind, and Brahman.

So where did light come from? According to the Hindu scriptures, there was nothing in the
beginning; neither the sky, nor the earth, nor the sun, nor the moon. Time began when Brahma
awakened. This was the dawn of light. The dawn, Usha, is the sister of the sun, who brings hope and
prosperity to the earth, while symbolizing inner awakening.

Collectively, light represents the gods in the Hindu religion, whereas darkness signifies the
presence of demons. (The physical sight of this is especially tangible to me personally because of the
cinematic recreations of the Hindu epics - Ramayana and Mahabharata. Subtle nuances such as
lighting, respective skin color of the antagonists and protagonists, and certain audio effects were
glorified to clearly differentiate between gods and demons.) For example, Agni is the god of fire. As the
representative of all the gods, he ignites the sacrificial fire during Hindu rituals.

As Agni embodies the personification of light itself, Indra utilizes that very light as his power.
He is the god of all gods, and the god of the heavens, lighting, thunder, storm, and rain. He wields
lightning as his weapon, which perhaps is the most powerful symbol of light. With this weapon, he
strikes down his enemies in order to protect the triple worlds. When the sky is darkened by dark and
ominous clouds, he slashes them with his weapon and release the rain.

Demons cower from light and thrive in darkness. In Hinduism, the rise of evil is visibly apparent
when darkness envelopes the worlds. When this gloomy overcast becomes unbearable, God descends
into the world to restore good. Even this descendant of an incarnation is auspiciously characterized a
streak of lightning dispelled that restores light on Earth.

As the dispeller of darkness and malice, light also stands for the order of the worlds and the
awakened state of Brahman. And although light seems godly, it also manifests within us as well. Light
exists in the body as bodily vigor and makes the body healthy. The body can acquire light from foods
that are rich in "satwa" (quality of goodness, wholesomeness, truth, and balance). These foods are
filled with the light of God and prove positive towards your health and wellness. Moreover, they free
your mind of impurity and chaos, allowing you to judge with intelligence and clarity.

Light is hidden in the knowledge and sounds of the Vedas. When the mantras are chanted,
they illuminate you internally as well as the space that surrounds you, such as Jayaguru and Om,
which are filled with the light of Brahman. Auspicious thoughts and prayers that are filled with the light
of pure intentions and wisdom have the power to ward away bad thoughts and internal conflict. For
instance, the Gayathri Mantra is a prayer to the god of the sun, Savitr, to illuminate the worlds and the
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mind of delusion and worldly ignorance. When the mind is free of impurities, the original luster and
light of the Self manifest in the mind and illuminate it like the sun that shines brightly on a clear day.
This light of Brahman continuously shows the way to the path of liberation. By following it, those who
attain true knowledge travel to the sun - the immortal abode of Brahman. They never return to the
earth. Rather, they eternally immerse in the light of pure bliss, having reached salvation.

In the Hindu cosmology, the worlds are divided into surya lokas (light worlds) and asurya lokas
(dark worlds). Those who live virtuously and achieve the life of an ideal human being, enter the surya
lokas in their afterlife, while those who are sinful go to the asurya lokas and suffer for their misdeeds.

In ritual worship and daily prayers, light exuded from a lamp or from the burning of incense is
an offering to God of our Self as a gesture of surrender and devotion, hoping to beckon and satisfy
him. The scriptures read or cited during this time and are filled with the light of divine knowledge. They
illuminate the minds of those who seek their knowledge. In fact, it is a common belief that by just
keeping a sacred scripture in the house can drive away the darkness of evil.

In the body, the eyes represent the sun and the moon since they are filled with the light we
ourselves exude. As the physical sense organs, they have restrictions in seeing and perceiving the truth.
However, in the scriptures of the Hindu religion, it is stated that between the two eyebrows there is the
light of the Self, the third eye, which can see without seeing, and perceive beyond the mind and senses.

Although it seems as though light transcends both the space of the galaxy as well as the
space of each mortal being, it also is life itself. The light of Savitr nourishes the worlds and its beings.
His morning light signifies childhood and early life, while midday represents the middle age, and evening
light is old age. Night is nidhana, or death itself.

Light is thus the support of the tree of life. It is described as having its roots in heaven and branches
spread below. Brahman's light is the sap of the tree, which sustains creation and preserves the world.

So how did this topic come to mind? It came from a reflection | made this past year during
Diwali. It seemed like a simple observation on its own, but researching and writing about light itself
showed me a much more beautifully elaborate picture of it in our way of beliefs...

Diwali is one of my favorite Hindu festivals. It has always been a very joyous occasion at home
over the years and garnered a lot of my attention because we generally did so much to commemorate
it. Some of my fondest memories come from attending celebrations at the nearby Hindu temple, which
consisted of wearing special clothes, performing elaborate pujas, lighting extravagant fireworks, and
enjoying prasad with everyone.

Last year, at the time of Diwali, | had been enjoying time at home because of fall break. Fall
break is always a much-needed time to relax and unwind midway through the semester. Usually, | just
spend it at home with my family and occasionally to get ahead on schoolwork. This time, however, it
was even more special due to our celebration of Diwali (or Deepavali in Orissa), the festival of lights.
It is one of the biggest festivals in India and it spiritually signifies the victory of light over darkness,
good over evil, knowledge over ignorance, and hope over despair. On Diwali night, people dress up in
fine, new clothes, light diyas inside and outside the home, participate in family puja typically to Goddess
Lakshmi, perform fireworks, and exchange gifts and sweets between family and friends. For us, the
festival commemorates the return of Lord Rama, his wife Sita, brother Lakshman, and Lord Hanuman
to Ajodhya from exile of 14 years after Rama defeating Ravan. To honor and celebrate them, the
villagers lit diyas to celebrate the triumph of good over evil. | want to talk a bit more about the light. It
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makes me really proud of my religion, culture, and heritage to have a festival like this to share with the
world. In college, we have a few celebrations for Diwali and it always makes me really proud to see
non-Hindus come and participate as they too are enamored and intrigued by the sight. | am also
especially proud when | see images of India circulating from space on the night of Diwali, captured by
NASA satellites. In those images, the full expanse of India shines ever so brightly against the world,
personifying the unity that brings all the Hindus together to celebrate a sentiment that is so universal:
the necessity of light to lead us on the right path.

In our Sangha, we are all individually and collectively striving for enlightenment, and if you
look closely, you realize that you can't create the word enlightenment without "light." Light is what
rescues us from the darkness. It is what leads us to the right path and arrests within us the fear of
uncertainty. It is what banishes our ignorance and reveals the beauty of life and the universe. It is
essential to life and it is what awakens us to the new day. Light is quite literally personified by our own
Shri Shri Thakur, with is effervescent aura, our innate attraction to him, his distinct presence, and the
warmth he spreads. He is our light because He is our guide towards the right path. How lucky are we
to be sitting before the personification of light right now? How lucky are we to have surrendered to the
guidance of such a beautifully unique light? The wonderful sight of all the lit diyas on Diwali symbolizes
a very beautiful metaphor to me. On this joyous occasion where we present our best selves by praying
to God and wearing our new clothes to commemorate the new year and spread happiness by the
exchange of tokens and celebrate our togetherness with the presence of family and friends.

I like to think that the diyas that we light are nothing but ourselves. As we light the diyas, we
are igniting our souls and doing so together with numerous others, allows us to showcase the beauty
of our together and purity rightly guided by God in unison. Together, our light shines so brightly that we
create a wondrous sight witnessed by the heavens above. As we embark on this journey of
enlightenment, we are striving to become the kind of people whose aura shines so bright that we are
eternally glowing through our actions and good deeds to the people around us. In other words, our
diya is forever lit and forever marveled by the wonder of other who we inspire to do the same. With the
help of Thakur, together we can become his lights by becoming ideal human beings and spreading our
knowledge and love and warmth around us so that one day, the image of the lighted lamps lighting up
the sky on the night of Diwali can instead be the image of our own light glowing every night. | pray to
Thakur to continue to guide us with this light, so that we may ignite ours.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreya Prabhakar (Annie)
America Saraswata Sangha

MY ASSOCIATION WITH SHRI SHRI THAKUR

I am very fortunate to be born in Shri Shri Thakur's family. During every Sunday Sangha Puja,
| try to attend the Young Aspirants' session. | am a junior in high school and am participating in some
extra curricular activities. So, | am not able to go to Nigam Smruti Mandir regularly. With the grace of
Shri Shri Thakur, during last year's summer vacation, | attended sangha pujas every Sunday at Nigam
Smruti Mandira for 10 weeks with my parents and sister. My maternal grandfather passed away last
year. So, my mother didn't want to go anywhere for vacation which turned out to be a blessing in
disguise for all of us.
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| learn a lot from Young Aspirant's session. Shri Shri Thakur always emphasized on helping
and serving others. We have to do some volunteer work for school projects and different Honor Societies
that | am part of. For Social Studies Honors society, | had to choose between doing volunteer hours or
donating food to a charity organization, typically a food bank. | chose to donate canned food to the
food bank because | didn't have enough time to volunteer at some places. | donated a large number of
cans to earn 10 volunteer hours. Even though | physically couldn't help others in person, by donating
food | know that there are some people out there who will benefit from this. This taught me that
whenever | don't have a lot of time to help others, there are still some ways | can assist and serve
others.

Whenever | hear about sad news from schools around the country, it always reminds me why
| should keep Shri Shri Thakur close to me and why | should be thankful for Him. This is because His
principles and teaching include having empathy, love, practicing non-violence and helping others.

In life, things can change real quickly. Therefore, it is always good to have Shri Shri Thakur
with you, looking over you and guiding you. | pray to Shri Shri Thakur to bless me and keep me safe.
Jayaguru.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Bedaprakash Ray (Gyan)
America Saraswata Sangha

MY ANUBHUTI

| started to attend Young Aspirants sessions of the America Saraswata Sangha (formerly known
as Kids' Session) in 2004. Back then, the sessions were held once a month for fifteen minutes - it was
a small group and many of us were under 10 years old, therefore the topics were usually stories with
various morals. Over time, the group expanded and the format was changed to run weekly with more
in-depth teachings about yoga. | continued to participate by singing and sometimes reading the stories
until I entered higher education.

During my time going to university and staying away from home, | have been trying to maintain
aregular routine of prayer and reading books. However, due to my work and lack of regular connection
to the conference call, | have not been able to attend as many Young Aspirant sessions as | would
have liked. The format of the sessions changed again around the time | started university, and | like
how it is currently succinct yet informative regarding festivals and Thakur's basic teachings. The
homework assignments are good for more interaction between the Young Aspirants and the Sangha
members. Still, | have been feeling that some older Young Aspirant members may benefit from a
different kind of interaction than a simple set of comprehension questions. We are entering another
chapter of our lives and are continuing to have more complex thoughts and concerns.

Joining the adult sessions is the simplest option, but the innate language barrier is an issue
and we would not gain as much information as everyone else. Perhaps it is time for a second separate
session dedicated to the people caught in the middle of the majority of Young Aspirants and the adults.
It may be beneficial to discuss our philosophical thoughts among each other and to seek answers from
Thakur's books with the help from a Sangha member. | appreciate the current effort to translate more
material into English; | read the books and I'm happy to be able to access these teachings which have
helped me. But having an extra session would help me consolidate what I've read without having to
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settle with the translation, as nuances can be lost when translating into another language.

With Thakur's blessings, | would like to strive towards processing Thakur's teachings with a
deeper understanding and seeing how | can apply them to my daily life. Also, | would like to try and
engage with Young Aspirants more and offer my thoughts. | am looking forward to attending AMSAS
Sammilani this year and finally connecting with the other Young Aspirants.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Ragini Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha

el
MY EXPERIENCE WITH SHRI SHRI THAKUR

| pray to Shri Shri Thakur every morning and evening with my family. | read Thakur's English
book during evening Puja. | learned that Thakur started the Sangha on his Birthday. | look forward to
going to Sammilani every year. | feel happy when | meet my friends at Ashram. My most favorite part
of Sammilani is Anand Sabha because the kids get to act in a play. | like the Prasad also. | get really
sad when | leave Ashram after Sammilani. | am learning classical music so that | can sing during
Sangha Puja. | am learning Odia also. We visited Nilachal Kutira when we went to India. Whenever |
need help, | think of Thakur and | usually overcome the challenge. | pray to Shri Shri Thakur to show
me the right path in life.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Aditi Sahoo (Babli)
America Saraswata Sangha

MY JOURNEY

Seventh grade has really been a fun year. | have had lots of fun with my friends. Shri Shri Thakur
has helped me do well in my classes and get through obstacles and challenges. Every morning | try to
attend morning Puja. When | do pranam to Shri Shri Thakur, | pray to Shri Shri Thakur for a good day and
for his blessings in whatever | do during the day. | go to school and before | do anything, | tell Shri Shri
Thakur what | am about to do. | do this before every class so that | can keep Thakur in my mind. When | get
home, | tell Shri Shri Thakur what | did at school and what | am about to do. After doing my homework, | wait
to go and sit in evening Puja. During Puja, | read teachings from Shri Shri Thakur. After Puja is over, | do
pranam and | ask Shri Shri Thakur for forgiveness for whatever | did wrong that day. After Puja, | eat dinner
and | do pranam to Shri Shri Thakur before | go to sleep. This is how | try to keep Shri Shri Thakur in my life
every day.

| have learned a lot from the YA session held every Sunday. Recently, | remember everyone sharing
a part of Nalinikanta's life that they felt inspired by. It was nice to hear everyone share their thought. | shared
the event when Nalinikanta helped save a mother-in-law from being beaten by her daughter-in-law. This
event showed how brave and courageous Nalinikanta was when he was just a young man. We should all
learn from this event because this event showed that we shouldn't be bystanders while someone is being
bullied or hurt. | helped someone at school who was being bullied. His supplies were thrown on the ground
and they wouldn't stop laughing. | helped pick up his stuff with him and | felt happy because | could help
someone who was being bullied. This encouraged me to do other things that Nalinikanta used to do to help
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other people in need. During other YA sessions, | have learned other things, such as never compare yourself
to others and always know that you are unique. If we stop comparing ourselves to others, we can focus on
how we can be the ideal human being that we ought to be. | learned about the mind-body connection that is
achieved by meditating. By meditating, we calm the mind and focus on Shri Shri Thakur. Eventually, that
helps us figuring out who we really are and what is our purpose in life.

I recently finished reading about the eight limbs of yoga which are Yama, Niyama, Asana, Pranayama,
Pratyahara, Dharana, Dhyana, and Samadhi. | learned a lot from each of the limbs and I'm trying to practice
the five yamas and niyamas. There are five niyamas which are purification, contentment, self-discipline, study,
and surrender to God. To purify the mind, you must meditate and focus on Shri Shri Thakur. By doing this, you
lose your material desires and can think about how you can be the ideal human being. We can also practice
purifying our mind by not comparing ourselves to others and always remembering Shri Shri Thakur. | believe
contentment is another important niyama because if you can be content with whatever life throws at you, it will
be easier to practice the other niyamas. Contentment is all about staying happy even when something bad
happens to you or someone close to you. We can practice contentment by letting go of the past and freeing
our mind from expectations. To practice self-discipline, one can try improving or cultivating habits that will help
you feel happy and content with yourself. Studying and self-discipline go together because they both involve
in trying to get us better at something or trying to learn from mistakes we make. We can learn from previous
mistakes and make better choices when we face a similar situation. Surrendering to God is one of the most
difficult things to do. Surrendering to God is all about forgetting the outside world and giving ourselves up to a
higher purpose. To achieve this goal, one must meditate upon Shri Shri Thakur and devote one's life to his
cause. With this | pray to Shri Shri Thakur to guide me through my journey of life.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shashawat Prabhakar (Bobby)
America Saraswata Sangha

LYo

MY EXPERIENCE WITH SHRI SHRI THAKUR

Shri Shri Thakur is one of the most important person in my life. He has guided me through
tough times. Whenever | need help, | pray and He ends up helping me. An example is when | am
taking my final, end of grade tests. | pray to him that | get good grades and | always get one of the best
grades in my whole class.

There is a story | read once and | felt inspired by it. This story shows that Thakur is always
there besides you as you go along life. This story is called, "Footprints on the Beach". One night a man
had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the beach with God. Across the sky flashed scenes
from his life. For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand. One belonged to him and
the other to God. When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in
the sand. He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. He
also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. This really bothered him
and he questioned God about it, "You said that once | decided to follow you, you'd walk with me all the
way. But | have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of
footprints. | don't understand why you would leave me alone when | needed you most." God replied,
"My precious, precious man, | love you and | would never leave you. During your times of trial and
suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that | carried you."
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This story shows that when we face difficulty in our life, we should trust Thakur. We should never lose
hope and even if no one stands with us. Thakur is guiding me through difficult times. | love Thakur.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Asmita Nayak (Jemu)
America Saraswata Sangha

MY EXPERIENCE WITH SHRI SHRI THAKUR

| feel happy when | pray to Shri Shri Thakur. | go to Sammilani every year. | love to play hide
and seek with my friends and eat the yummy food at Sammilani. | join Sangha Puja every Sunday. |
read Thakur's book sometimes during evening Puja. | am learning Odia with other kids. When we went
to India, we visited Puri and saw Thakur's house. | pray to Thakur for his blessings.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Arnav Sahoo (Jeet)
America Saraswata Sangha

BUT WHO PAINTED THE RAINBOW?

"But who painted the rainbow?"
The boy asked.
The mother smiled.
"And who created those shining stars?"
He clapped his hands with glee.
"And who decorated the ground?"
He grinned.
"And who made those beautiful flowers?"
He laughed.
"Thakur made them. Thakur made you, made me, and everything you see!"
The mother told the son.
"But where is Thakur?" said the little boy.
He smiled with joy.
"Thakur is everywhere, wherever you look, you can always see Thakur."
The mother told the son.
The boy thought.
Then the boy smiled. He laughed. He grinned. He clapped his hands with glee.
The boy was happy.
He sung, he slid, and looked. He danced, he ran, he played, he painted.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Sarthak Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha
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Jayaguru
America Saraswata Sangha
2017 Income Expense Summary

[ Income |
Annual Pranami $72,693.69
Sammilani Total Pranami $11,715.00
SJSSM Class Puja Total Pranami $1,746.00
Parichaya Patra Application Pranami $10,570.03
Misc Pranami $8,591.44
Total $105,316.16
2017 Expense $ 59,642.21
Total Payment $ 59,642.21
2017 Income $105,316.16
2017 Payment (as shown above) $59,642.21
Balance (Surplus) $ 45,673.95

" Food expense during sammilani and class puja

NOTE:

This will be paid once FCRA approval done.

Under Expense bucket, all pranami payable to NSS are still in AMSAS account.

America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Office bearers' Contact Information

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy, President
4909 Austin Healey PI
Glen Allen, VA 23059, USA

Home : 804-360-4109
Cell :804-385-9825
Email : gdwibedy@gmail.com

Biswajit Sundar Ray, Secretary
16621 Ardrey Place Dr
Charlotte, NC 28277, USA
Home : 704-341-5579

: 704-516-1804

Email : biswajitray2@gmail.com

Cell

1364 Bernard Ct

Home : 847-573-0553
Cell : 847-902-5595

Brundaban Sahoo, Treasurer

Lake Zurich, IL 60047, USA

Email : brundaban03@gmail.com
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| Expense |
Aasana Mandira Total Expense $31,430.76
Sammilani Expense (as shown below) $8,940.67
Parichaya Patra Pranami to NSS $10,570.03
Misc Pranami to NSS $1,608.50
Misc Expenses $7,092.25
Total $59,642.21
[ Sammilani Expense |
Accommodation (Hotel) $2,758.38
Food' $2,570.41
NSS Representative's Travel etc. $1,359.77
NSM Cleaning $1,105.85
Miscellaneous $1,146.26
Total $ 8,940.67
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