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WHERE EAGLES DO NOT DARE

It has been clearly stated by Kena Upanishad that Bramhan, the Absolute Reality is
thatwhere eye sight, hearing, mind and speech cannot reach.

In the sloka three " Na Tatra........... " it says that "Mind, speech, eye sight cannot reach
there. Then how can | explain about Brahman"?

What Kena Upanishad really means by that is, "Brahman cannot be reached by mor-
tals. He is unconceivable, hence He remains beyond the faculty of speech and description."

The question arises if it is so, then what benefit can be derived from Him for the human
race and creation as a whole? Why one should worship Him and even think about Him? What
relation does one have with Him as He remains detached? Obviously these questions are
raised by intelligent beings.

Through Katha Upanishad same question is asked by Nachiketa to Yama, the Lord of
Death. He asks "You say that the Sun does not shine there nor the Moon. When Lightning
cannot reach Him, then how can this sacred fire reach Him?" Yama replies in support of Vedic
principle that "Oh Nachiketa one who performs yagnya thrice a day, offering oblation to Him is
sure to go beyond the cycle of birth, death, old age".

Now, we know that He can be worshipped and the benefits that can availed by
worshipping Him. And about one's relation with Him Sri Sankaracharya says "Jiva Brahmeivana
para". This means 'the living beings are all part and particle of Brahman and nothing else'.
Through this a definite relationship is established.

Now one must know if He is unknown, then why one should invest one's time and
energy worshiping Him? Yes, He is not known by the mind, Mind having its own limitation
cannot conceive the Infinity. It is only the self that is Pure consciousness can realize Him.
When it is done, the True form of self gets revealed. And that is the objective of spiritual
Performances of Hinduism.

In order to achieve that, there are four Margas (paths), in other words four modes of
worship that are presented by seers and sages. There are Jnan Marga, Tantra Marga, Yoga
Marg and Bhakti Marga. We are going to discuss about Bhakti Marga as it is comparatively
easy and most appropriate for today's age.

What is Bhakti or Devotion? It has been described differently by various sages. Sri Vyasa
Dey, son of Parasara, says that "Worship and Devotional activities to and for God is Bhakti." Sri
Sanatan Goswami says "Bhagvat Darsanabhicasa is Bhakti, aspiring to visualize God is Devo-
tion'. Sri Rupa Goswami says "Bhagavat Anuraga is Bhakti; to love the God is Dewotion'. Sri Jeeva
Goswami says "Niravachhirna Sukha Prapti is Bhakti", to avail unceasing pleasure is Devotion.'

Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj in His unique literary creation 'Premik Guru' says 'Atyantikalccha
Shakti is Bhakti', tremendous force of Extreme will power is Devotion'.

According to Shri Shri Thakur one must get established on Prem Bhakti, as it is highest
level of Bhakti, But, Prem Bhakti cannot possibly be achieved in a day or two.
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Unceasing effort is necessary. Prem Bhakti is not a Sadhana, itis Sadhya. Prem Bhakti can
be attained by grace of Guru Dev, by Devotional scriptures, or by grace of a successful Bhakti Yogi.

Bhakti or Devotion starts from Samanya Bhakti and at the peak, it reaches the stage of
Ananya Bhakti. Samanya Bhakti is inherent in every human being from birth. That is why it is
said 'Devotion is the birthright of every human being.’

But it is to be moved through three Gunas and finally discarding all the gunas it is to be
established in the 'Plain of Super naturality' or Aprakrut Bhumi. In this plain, laws of Nature are
not applicable. Thatis why it is difficult to understand Prem Bhakti by using a yardstick of this
mundane world.

How to go beyond three Gunas and reach the level of Prem Bhakti? For this let us
understand Navadha Bhakti. Navadha Bhakti is 1- Sravanam, 2-Kirtanam, 3- Mananam, 4-
Archanam, 5-Bandanam, 6-Sripada Sevanam, 7- Dasya Bhava, 8- Sakhya Bhava and 9-
Atmanivedanam. First three are of Tamaguna, from 4th to 6th are of Raja Guna and Last three
belong to Satwa Guna. One has to elevate one's self from one Guna to other and reach Satwa
Guru. Then, one has to go beyond Satwa Guna to reach Aprakruta Bhumi.

According to our beloved Thakur one must acquire adequate knowledge about who is
to be loved. Without this knowledge Love cannot become stabilized. Once that is achieved
one must discard knowledge in favour of Bhava or 'Emotional attachment with Lord. This Love
is called Jnanasunya Bhakti.

Question arises, is it possible and is there any example of Jnanasunya Bhakti? Devasree
Narad says that "Yes, itis possible". As forexample, Sri Narad in 20th sloka of Narad Bhaktisutra
say "Yes, there is example'; Astwebamabam. In the 21st sloka He says' Like Gopis of Braja;
Yathabraja Gopikanam.

If someone argues that Gopis had no knowledge about God as they were illiterate and
hence they treated Krusna as a human being and as dearest to them. Devasree Narad says "It
is not so. If they did not possess knowledge about Krusna as God their love for Him ought to
have centered on physical and material benefit. As they have no desire of their own and never
asked Krusna for any material gain, it is proved that their expression of Love was of purest
form, flawless and unconditional. Devasree Narada praises Gopis of Braja in 23rd sloka. They
never aspired to become His wife or minstrel, they wanted and remained as devotees of Krusna.
That is how the Gopis remained nearest and dearest to Krusna. Lord Krusna says to Udhav
that as He could not pay back for quantum of Love Gopis showered on Him, He remains
indebted to them forever (Udhav Sambad).

When comparing Premanand (of Gopis) with Brahmananda of Jnanis and Atmananda
of Yogis may ask "As Brahmanand is declared by scriptures as highest type of pleasure how
can one compare Premanand with Brahmanand? Is not Premanand inferior to Brahmanand"?
Clearing this confusion and presenting facts pertaining to discussion between Lord Krusna
with Udhayv, Sri Rupa Goswami in his ageless literary creation Sri Sri Bhakti Rasamruta Sindhu
says through 21st sloka "Brahmanand is declared by the scriptures as Nirguna, so also
Premanand, but Brahmanand is an atom in the ocean of Pramanand; 21st sloka
"Brahmanandbhavedesa..... Paramanatuladapi.”
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Sri Rupa Goswami also says, this type of pleasure cannot be compared with the plea-
sure of Jnanis and Yogis, after they become successful.

One may ask "Okay be it so, but after Krusna left Braja and did not return how could
Gopis preserve their Love for Him in their heart? Anger and frustration must have replaced
love for Krusna in their mind."

Srimad Bhagavatam and Pancharatra School of Thought opine that Sri Krusna knowingly
and mercifully had offered 'Vipralamb' sadhana to His beloved Gopis by His absence in Braja.
The love of Gopis which through 'Samayoga’ was like a burning lamp, now through 'Vipralamb'
sadhana that burning lamp became conflagration consuming their worldly duties and relationship
and establishing the Gopis in unceasing remembrance of their beloved SriKrusna or in their
words Kanha. Through the pang of separation Gopis of Braja could reach the path of
Madhurbhav. This certainly has established the Gopis as revolutionary leaders in the world of
Divine Love.

Gopis of Braja have showed the world how to love God. They had no desire of their own,
their only motive behind such love was to please Sri Krusna. They were happy when Krusna was
happy and sorrowful when He was sad. Obviously, they did not care for their own happiness or
sorrow. They were mad in their love for Sri Krusna. They proved that desireless and unconditional
love is best. They always remained high in love for Krusna. One example can be presented
about quantum of their love. They traveled to Mathura to sell dairy products for their livelihood.
They use to ask "Do you need curd, or need butter"? But some time without their knowledge
they used to ask "Do you need Krusna"? When someone pointed out asking" Are you selling
Krusna"? then they realised what they are uttering. Such was their love for their beloved Krusna
or Kanha. Our beloved Thakur Maharaj says through His sacred scripture 'Premikguru’ that
"Through Bhakti Yoga the devotee offers everything including his family, property and children to
Lord. "Through Bhakti yoga one clears his past Sanskar; sacrament move quickly towards
Salvation. Hence Bhakti yoga is the prime path leading to salvation and there is no doubt about
that."

Oh dear readers let us take a firm resolve to tread the path of Bhakti and fulfill the desire
of our beloved Thakur.

One, through unceasing effort and with the help of burning will power, can reach a
height - 'where eagles do not dare' to fly.

Lastly, we offer our Love and respect to Gopis of Braja, Sadgoswamis, Mahajanas of
Bhakti world, Maa Sudhansubala and Gouri Maa and pray for their blessings for entire human
race and especially for members of Nilachal Saraswata Sangha of America.

With this, we offer this article at the lotus feet of Shri Thakur Maharaj and conclude.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shri Santosh Kumar Mohanty
Ekamra Saraswata Sangha
Member, Central Committee
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SHRI SHRI THAKUR'S GRACE IN 2020

How can we start to describe our experience in 2020 without discussing the pandemic? By March
2020, the thing that started as a small news, had took a violent shape of life threatening disease. Offices
were asked to shut down, employees were asked to work from home (wherever possible) or just stop
working. Lockdown was a term that became a common usage in each and every vocabulary. Our office
asked us to work from home for 14 days. But there was no end to that 14 days. As days progressed, things
went from bad to worse. The term of lockdown kept on extending. Just going back to February 2020, totally
because of Shree Shree Thakur's infinite blessing, we were able to purchase a house and had just moved
in it. If we think back, what would have happened if Thakur had not blessed us with the house? Along with
offices even the schools had closed. The house provided our son some extra space to spend his time. Both,
ghara Bhai and | could comfortably do our office work. The house helped us spend our time together doing
several household activities. It kept us busy and helped us overcome the fear of the pandemic. We could do
some gardening and we could planted some flowering trees for Thakur. All because of Thakur's blessing we
could spend our time together as a family especially with our son to whom we could teach a lot of things.
The best part was when the flowers bloomed and our son would go out in the morning and shout "The
plants are growing like me and giving more flowers for Thakur !". With Thakur's blessing, the garden was full
of blooms in the summer and every day we could offer flowers to Thakur. It was such a great experience for
us.

Going back to 2019, the reason we thought of buying the house was nothing but a direct push from
Thakur. Our son, Sharlav, always used to jump from bed, run around the house. Just like any other child of
his age, he didn't know how to walk. Almost half of 2019 was spent in asking Sharlav to walk and not run in
the house. Whenever he ran around, our neighbor downstairs would get disturbed by the noise and bang
the floor. This was a mental and emotional torture. Living in a foreign country we couldn't even raise our
voices. | had asked Thakur umpteen times to rescue us from this. Finally towards the end of our lease, just
as we had decided, we started on a new apartment hunt to look for a ground floor so that he could walk or
run in our home with peace of mind.

During the search, while exiting from an apartment, which we had almost finalized on, we saw a
man holding a placard of "new construction just for you". It was as if someone was giving us a signal that
this placard was for us. We thought of visiting the construction office. We didn't have any experience in
house hunting or the process to buy a house. He guided us in each and every step and helped us finalize
the house. It was because of Guru Krupa that we bought the house,

Whenever | think about these moments, the only thing that comes to mind is "Guru Krupa hi Kebalam".
We had never thought of buying a house and suddenly we bought a house. We initially thought that Shree
Shree Thakur blessed us so much and that we have a place where we can do whatever we want without
getting any complaints from neighbors. But we had never thought in our dream also that Thakur had done
this to save us from a bigger hurdle of pandemic. He made sure that we finalized the move and settled in the
house before the pandemic and lockdown started.

Thakur's blessing saved us from the difficult time which was ahead of us. He has a distant vision
and he is always with us guiding us on the right path. Nothing is possible without his wish, as stated by Him
inthe books,"mo icha bina patra te bi hale nahin", which is very true and | have felt the essence of it in every
step of time. | would like to dedicate our life under his Lotus feet and seek his blessings in every step of life.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Smt. Pallavi Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha




SHRI SHRI THAKUR AND HIS BELOVED DEVOTEE ASHWINI BHAI

Ashwini bhai (Ashwini Kumar Dashgupta) of Maymansingh, Kolkata was one of the
most loving disciples of Shree ShreeThakura. Ashwini bhai was very highly educated and a
university gold medalist. He was working as a sub-judge at that time which was a very prestigious
and high paying job. He was a very renowned and powerful person with high social status.
Still, he did not have that ego while doing Thakur's seva. So, Thakur liked a lot to visit them
and stay at their house. Thakur always appreciated Ashwini bhai's selfless, egoless dedicated
devotion and his pure, humble, heart-warming effort to bring joy to Thakur. He and his whole
family including his children were devoted to Thakur and did everything possible to please and
comfort Thakur.

Once, Thakur was planning to visit his house at Ramana, W est Bengal, Despite being
such a famous and wealthy person, Ashwini bhai was personally cleaning the house including
the toilets. Seeing that, his 11-12 year old eldest son offered help but he declined. The house
help and maids wanted to clean the house but Ashwini bhai politely refused everybody and
said he was fortunate to perform Thakur's seva with all his mind, heart and soul. At times, he
didn't care about what he was eating and wearing before leaving for work; but he never forgot
to check himself if everything was well-prepared for Thakur. His compassion, love and feelings
for Thakur were unmatched, unmeasured and unimaginable! It was this devoted eagerness
and awareness that inspired all his family members to serve for Thakur with unconditional love
and respect. He lived to serve Thakur; he dedicated and surrendered everything at Thakura's
lotus feet for His seva with the humble and noble bhava and bhakti. Especially his kids learned
so much from him and always were very excited, motivated and prepared to perform seva of
Thakur.

There was a very special feeling and bond between Thakur and Ashwini bhai's family,
especially his children. Thakur was very fond of children. And Ashwini bhai's children were a
bit more special to Thakur. They had become Thakur's 'Friend"! Yes, Thakur was addressing
them as 'Bandhu' which means close friend. How lucky and fortunate they were to be His
friend! They played, swam, ate, sang, danced and had unlimited fun together. The kids were
even wrote letters to Thakur addressing Him as "Thakur-Bandhu". And Thakur also replied to
them by asking not to forget Him, their Bandhu! That is truly the extreme happiness, the divine
love and eternal bliss. And that is absolutely His grace and His blessing!

Thakurloved music and song very much. So, Ashwini bhai had been helping, motivating
and preparing his kids to learn music and singing. Each time, Thakur came to their house, all
the kids were well-prepared to sing nicely and passionately for Thakur to entertain Him. Even
afew days before His 'Mahasamadhi' (leaving of mortal body) at Kolkata, Ashwini bhai's middle
son, Kanu visited Thakur and per Thakura's request, he sang few of Thakura's favorite songs.

In one of His earlier letters to Ashwini bhai, Thakur had mentioned how moved He was
with the pure love and innocence of Ashwini bhai's kids - Kanu, Makhan, Chhana and Renu.
Thakur deeply felt how those kids managed to stir the heart of this Sannyasi!
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There was another time, when Shree Shree Thakur visited Ashwini bhai's house in
Ramana, This was a big house and the name of the house was "Saraswata Kunja". That
house had a huge beautiful backyard with a pond. One day Shree Shree Thakur was enjoying,
playing and swimming in the pond along with all the kids of Ashwini bhai. As mentioned, they
all were very good friends with Thakur. They were playing, splashing and showing their different
swimming skills and talents to Thakur. Thakur was also was competing with the kids, as who
could swim across the pond first! They couldn't keep track of time. It was almost noon and
nobody was willing to come out of the pond.

Noticing the time, Ashwini bhai's wife, mother of the kids, realized how late it had become
for Thakur's 'bhogagrahana'. She called each of the kids, Kanu, Makhan, Chhana and Renu
again and again. She told them," 'bhoga' has been prepared. "Please come soon, otherwise
bhoga will be cold and nobody will enjoy eating cold food." Every time, when mother called,
Thakur prompted kids to say, "Yes mother, we are coming now" and kids also replied Like
Thakur asked them to. Then they got busy in playing and laughing with Thakur again. Thakur
becomes like a kid with kids. He really enjoyed the company of sweet innocent playful children.
That time also was no exception. Thakura's fun, joy and happiness had no bound with His
dear friends, Ashwini bhai's kids.

After waiting for around half an hour more, mother called again. Seeing that nobody
came so far, she got very angry and irritated. She came near the pond and asked the kids with
a very heavy angry voice to come out at that moment! Kids said innocently, "We have been
ready to come out since so long. It is Thakur who has been playing with us. We can't leave
Thakur and come out!" Angry mother now came with a huge stick and scolded, "You naughty
kids! You are not listening to me at all and now blaming Thakur? Come out now, | will beat you
all so hard that you will understand the consequences of disobeying me and creating trouble
for Thakur!" Seeing mother's furious face, all the kids were scared to death and asked their
Thakur Bandhu, "What will we do now Thakur? Maa is so angry. We don't want to get beaten.
Save us Thakur!" Then, as per Thakur's suggestion and training, all the kids simultaneously
requested maa, "Maa, please throw that stick and promise not to beat us; then only we will
come out. Thakur is very afraid of your stick maa. He is thinking you will beat him too. Will
you?" Hearing that, mother understood that this was Thakur's trick. Maa said, "Yes, | will not
leave anyone; neither you nor your Thakur! If your Thakur is not listening to me, then | can
beat Thakur too! Are you coming or will | go in the water and pull you out one by one?" Hearing
that hard voice, Thakur came out first. Then Maa threw the stick and got busy in arranging
good dry clothes for Thakur. Taking that opportunity, the kids immediately came out and started
singing and dancing, surrounding Thakur. All the kids agreed unanimously that even though
Maa was so angry, she couldn't beat them because Thakur was there!

What a simple thing itis really! What pure thought and trust there is indeed! No fear, no
trouble and nothing bad can touch us or affect us; Thakur is there!

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Smt. Vedamati Upadhyay
America Saraswata Sangha




SEVA

"Seva" means service. Service can be done in many ways. Service can be performed
by everyone and for everybody. However, we have to be mindful that the service we perform
for someone needs to be selfless service, not for our own benefits. Seva is supposed to be
done as a selfless act aiming to help others. There should not be ego, show off attitude or
bragging and feeling proud while performing seva. Doing that selfless egoless seva helps us
to cultivate the attributes of a good human being; it also helps us to strengthen our bond and
connection with Shree Shree Thakur. That's one of the most important things we learn from
Shree Shree Thakur's teachings, books and joining our Young Aspirants sessions during the
Sangha puja.

The service to people is service to God. To do true service, we have to be kind, humble,
thankful, grateful, respectful, understanding, compassionate and loving. Shree Shree Thakur
has said, "Fill your heart with love and devotion. Build your characterand lead a disciplined life
in accordance with the advice from your guru. Give solace to the distressed. Wipe out the
tears of the destitute. Drive out the demonic selfish attitude from your heart and fill it up with
love for God instead." Then only we can do the true seva. We have to kick out the ill idea or
egoistic thoughts from our mind that "I am doing the seva" or "l am a good person because |
am doing seva to people or the needy!" All these thoughts are representation of ego, and there
is no place of ego when doing seva. We should put our whole mind, heart and soul into
performing seva. That we can do if we have pure mind and thoughts of love, dedication and
devotion. Otherwise, there is no difference between Seva, volunteering and work. All
volunteering activities are not seva, because we may have some intention or expectation of
getting something back in volunteering; that could be getting fame, popularity or other leading
opportunities! Seva is performed without any greed, expectations, reward, fame, glory or returns.

Giving is the simplest form of seva. We can give money, time, effort and knowledge to
help others. That help makes their lives better; better physically and mentally. We should give
happily. There should not be any reluctance at all while giving. Doing seva starts from home.
At home we do things for each other. We do it, because we love each other. Parents help us,
we try to help our parents in whatever way we can. We attend Thakur puja, listen to Thakur,
sing songs, prayers and read books. That helps us to be calm and peaceful, elevates us
spiritually and prepares us more to feel God and his loving creation. Feeling God and knowing
that He is there all around us in every form possible, and spreading that feeling and realization
is the ultimate seva. Shree Shree Thakur had attained that knowledge and is giving and sharing
that with all of us being our Guru and God. We listen to Him, follow his advices and serve all.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shreyasee Nanda
America Saraswata Sangha




GRATITUDE

Gratitude means being thankful. We show gratitude to others who help us. By expressing our grati-
tude, we appreciate the good helping nature and deeds of other people. Showing gratitude is a nice ges-
ture. Gratitude is an attitude which we need to cultivate by practicing every day. Gratitude is not only
expressed by words, but also by our acts. Practicing gratitude helps us becoming a good human being. In
Young Aspirants sessions we learned that Shree Shree Thakur wants us to be good human beings. We
need to understand the value and importance of having gratitude to be better persons.

To show gratitude, we say "Thank You" to everybody. We enjoy simple things in our life and become
happy. Forgiving people is a very nice way to control our anger and ego. Because, to show gratitude, we need
to forget anger, ego and jealousy. We should understand the feelings of others. We should be humble and
kind. We are blessed to be in Thakur's family and we praise Him for that and show our gratitude to Him.

I remember one incident from Thakura's life that we have read from "Sadguru Swami Nigamananda
For Young Readers". Thakur was looking for His guru and after a long search also, didn't find guru any-
where. Being very frustrated and upset, He slept one night and God appeared in his dream and told that
Bamakhepa was His guru. Thakur was very happy to know and find His guru finally! God also helped
Thakur a lot during his practice time by always being there with our Thakur. So Thakur was very grateful to
God and His guru. He always showed gratitude and respect to His guru.

We should also remember that Thakur is always with us and doing the best for us. We should be
listening to His advice for us and expressing our gratitude to Him.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Aishee Nanda

America Saraswata Sangha
BLESSED TO BE PART OF THIS SANGHA

These past two years have been unique compared to any other year | have lived through. The
school years have become easier and harder at the same time. Virtual school is easier compared to regular
school since we don't have to go class to class and we don't have commute on a bus to school. One hard
part though is feeling of confinement. | miss meeting my friends in real life rather than through my phone
screen on facetime.

Another hard part of virtual school is learning math as we have to learn through videos rather than in
class. Regardless of these difficulties, this quarantine has helped me grow a lot as a person by providing
me time to reflect. | utilized this to become more bold and step out of my comfort zone.

Also, | became open to having more friends and helping children by teaching. | have also accepted
myself and continued to keep working on becoming my ideal self. Currently, there are a multitude of global
situations that are coming into the spotlight now such as Black Lives Matter and the Concentration Camps in
China. I'mglad it is coming into the spotlight for us to know, but | feel helpless in causing change. This feeling
of helplessness inspired me to volunteer to teach children and to join different clubs to feel that am making a
difference in all many different ways. Quarantine has changed me as a person for the better with more deter-
mination and more gratitude for my life. I'm always grateful for Thakur for my family and the strength He gave
me to face obstacles. | live everyday with gratitude and keep pushing through. Another thing I'm grateful for is
being part of this Sangha. | learned about how people's lives have changed by believing in Thakur. | also
learned the meaning of Bhajans and it helped me sing those bhajans more easily along with my mom. I'm
blessed to be a part of this Sangha and to get the opportunity to grow even more as a person.

Shree Shree Thakur Charanashritaa
Shilpi Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha
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QUESTIONS AND HELP

During these pandemic conditions, Shri Shri Thakur is an influential part for all of us. Nowadays, |
normally join evening puja and do prayers and read Thakura's writings. This is sort of helping me in my daily
life because it relieves my stress of what | was previously doing and it also takes my mind off of these
disturbing times.

Even so, with Y.A. Session, |, similar to Thakur as a kid, am still questioning spirituality because |
had a fixed mindset that | need proof to believe what | hear or read. And spirituality has things that science
can't prove whereas science also has things that in my theory go against spirituality. The more | learn about
Thakur and spirituality the more | begin to challenge.

Although, every Sunday during evening puja my dad joins a meeting with Aditya Bhai and we do it
together. During this time | read my usual book, Sanatana Dharma: An advanced textbook of Hindu religion
and Ethics. As | have started, reading the book, added to my extensive list of questions but also provided
some explanations.

Some teachings include the difference between "Shruti" and "Smriti". Shruti is that which is heard
and Smriti is that which is remembered. Another, includes a few differences between the Hindu religion and
science. Like the different definitions of matter. In science, the matter is anything that takes up space.
Anything you can touch or see. On the other hand in the Hindu religion, the matter is anything you can
sense, anything you can touch, taste, smell, hear, or see.

Overall, Shri Shri Thakur has been important in my life and in these times. Like Benjamin Franklin said,
"Tel me and | forget. Teach me and | remember. Involve me and | will learn." | have been told, | am still being
taught, and now my goal is to involve myself. And to extend, | have to involve myself with my Thakur.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Pratyush Mohanty
America Saraswata Sangha

SUNSET

Vividly in the boy's mind, one could see a beautiful sunset.

One of dreams and visions. One only created by him.

The sunset sprayed rays of warm vivid colors. All created by Him.

A glorious star-set evening. Courtesy of Him.

The boy looked up at the sky full of stars and the ground glittering with fireflies,

both making a way for the boy to view his dreams.

And a peaceful night. Thanks to Him.

The boy woke up the next beautiful morning and observed the bright sunlight

Its magnificent reflection on every object wherever the boy's eyes fell

Onto the tiniest dew drops on the tip of the garden grass.

A series of thoughts wandered in the boy's mind,

Who was responsible for the beautiful night?

Was that darkness waiting for its end and welcome to give rise a colorful cognizance? He asked his mom.

"Thank Thakur. Thank your imagination." said the mom.

Why? asked the boy.

Because He created you and your imagination
Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita

Sarthak Mohanty

America Saraswata Sangha
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OUR GURU "SHRI SHRI THAKUR"

I love Thakur. Thakurloves me. Thakur takes care of me always. | read the book "Sadguru
Swami Nigamananda For Young Readers". Shree Shree Thakurwas born on Jhulan Purnima.
Thakura's parents are Bhubanamohan and Yogendramohini. Thakur has done a lot of sadhana
and attained siddhi by following his four guru's guidance. The names of Thakura's gurus are
Bamakhepa (Tantrik Guru), Swami Sachidananda (Gyani Guru), Sumeru das(Yogi Guru) and
Gouri Maa (Premika Guru). Thakur is our guru. We should listen to His upadesha. | do prayer
in Thakur's room. Sometimes in the evening | do meditation. | help my mama and papa and
perform Thakur's seva. Every day and every time | see Thakur moving for a moment in His
room. | always join Y.A.Sessions and participate in the discussions there. Sometimes, | get
Sangeeta Seva in our Y.A.Sessions. | go to Ashram and enjoy playing there. Sometimes, | sing
songs during our AMSAS Sammilani, too. | help making decorations for Thakura's asana, too.
Now we are doing online Pathachakra puja through Google Meets. Sometimes we go to nearby
Bhai's and Maa's house. Thakur helps us when we are in trouble. When | feel unhappy, | chant
"Jayaguru". | have heard many stories of Thakur. Thakur wrote 5 books which are Tantrik
Guru, Gyani Guru, Yogi Guru, Premik Guru and Brahmacharya Sadhana. | pray Thakur to
make the corona virus go away so that we can go to Ashram again and have our sammilani.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Sreeja Pattanayak
America Saraswata Sangha

MY FEELINGS WITH THAKUR

| love Thakur and Thakur loves me. | have read so many stories of Thakur. | like one of
the stories so much which is about Thakur's love towards Ashwini bhai's kids. There are many
books which have Thakur's bigraha in there. | like those too. Thakur is always with us. He goes
with us where ever we go! Well, you can't see Him, but you can feel Him, He is around you.
Sometimes in bigrahas, | see Thakur blink or | see Him move a little. My sisterand | help papa
and mama during Thakuru puja. | also do meditation with my mama and papa. Everyday my
sister and | do morning prayer before our school begins. | also miss my school friends and my
ashram friends due to Covid19. | enjoy YA session a lot because | get to learn about Thakur
more.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shimran Pattanayak
America Saraswata Sangha




DIVINE ACTS OF SHRI SHRI THAKUR
DURING THE 1936 PURI SAMMILANI

The following stories are translated and adapted from Nilachala Bani. These focus on Bhakta
Sammilani and were read and discussed in the Young Aspirants' session held on February 21, 2021.

(1)
In 1935, Shri Shri Thakur wanted the Sammilani to be held at Puri, but that year He left His
mortal body in November at Kolkota. Since the Maha Samadhi was built at Halisahar, devotees de-
cided to have Sammilani at Halisahar instead of Puri.

The next year, in 1936, Odia devotees started the preparations to hold the Bhakta Sammilani
at Puri. The date of the Bhakta Sammilani was getting closer and seven days before the Sammilani
start date, Durgacharan Mohanty bhai saw that Shri Shri Thakur appeared in front of him in his
dream. Durgacharan bhai asked Shri Shri Thakur how He appeared in front of him in physical form
even though He left the mortal body. Shri Shri Thakur replied, "Look, even if my physical body is not
there, | am still present. | had assured you earlier that | will be present seven days before Sammilani
so | came to keep my promise." Then Durgacharan bhai asked, "Can we visit the sea beach area
with you in the current form as we used to go before?" Shri Shri Thakur responded "Yes, that is
possible. Let us go to the seashore now. | know in your minds how much you all missed me after |
left my mortal body. But remember that | am always there with you as before. And whenever needed,
if you seek me | will be there."

(2)
For the Bhakta Sammilani, Shri Shri Thakur instructed devotees to take Him in a procession
from Nilachala Kutir to the Sammilani location and then take him back to Nilachala Kutir.

The Sammilani was celebrated successfully at Puri in 1936. After the Bidaya Sabha, when Shri
Shri Thakur was on his way back to Nilachala Kutir in a procession, the motorcade movement drasti-
cally slowed down after crossing a short distance near the post office. While trying to find the cause of
the delay, the devotees saw that the unshaded portion of Shri Shri Thakura's bigraha was sweating
due to the direct sunlight. Shri Shri Thakura's bigraha was sweating profusely, similar to how people
sweat when sunlight falls directly on their bodies. It wasn't just sweating but continuously perspiring.
Even His forehead was covered with the beads of sweat. On seeing this, bhaktas were very worried.
They truly realized the absolute presence of Shri Shri Thakur. Initially, they thought that it was His
bigraha and were not careful. Therefore, only the head portion was shaded with an umbrella. Addition-
ally, there were no arrangements were made to have a handheld fan.

After seeing this, the devotees realized that Shri Shri Thakur was reminding them that He was
always present, even in His bigraha. So, they took the fastest route through Sea Beach Road back to
Nilachal Kutir. Then, they quickly took Shri Shri Thakur inside the Nilachala Kutir asana and immedi-
ately started to fan him. After five to seven minutes, the sweat droplets slowly dissapated.

The devotees were really surprised at this divine act. They were very delighted on realizing
how Shri Shri Thakur kept His word. Shri Shri Thakur promised the devotees that He will be present
seven days before and will oversee all the activities of the Sammilani. Perhaps Shri Shri Thakur per-
formed this divine act as some devotees could doubt His words.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Saumyashree Ray
America Saraswata Sangha




Jayaguru
America Saraswata Sangha
2019 Income Expense Summary

Income Expense

Annual Pranami $71,168.37 Aasana Mandira Total Expense $38,795.20
Sammilani Total Pranami $11,581.00 Sammilani Expense (as shown below) $11,106.24
Class Puja Total Pranami $4,538.50 Parichaya Patra Pranami to NSS $12,267.45
Parichaya Patra Application Pranami $12,267.45 Misc Pranami to NSS $2,364.25
Misc Pranami $2,071.70 Misc Expenses $1,108.51
Total §101,627.02  Total $65,641.65
Income-Expense Summary Sammilani Expense

2019 Total Income $101,627.02 Accommodation (Hotel) $3,677.40
2019 Total Expense (as shown above)  $65 641.65 Food' $2,941.07
‘Balance {Surplus) $35,985.37_ N3S Representative's Travel eic. $1,979.36

NSM Cleaning $1,121.23
Miscellaneous $1,387.18
1
Food expense during sammilani and class puja Total $11,106.24
Jayaguru
America Saraswata Sangha
2020 Income Expense Summary

Income Expense

Annual Pranami S69,104.05 Aasana Mandira Total Expense 535,573.508
Sammikani Tolal Pranarmi 20,00 Sammulan Expensa S0.0:0
Class Puja Todal Pranami 50.00 Parichaya Palra Pranami o N55 £13,502.00
Parichaya Palra Applicalion Pranami £13,502.00 Misc Pranami to NSS 247600
Misc Pramami S11,123.00 Misc Expanses S10 924 00
Tatal 93,729.05 Tatal EW.#?S.&E
Income-Expense Summary

2020 Total Incamea 5893, 728.05

2020 Total Expense (as shown above | S80 47558

Balance (Surplus) $33,253.49

America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Office bearers' Contact Information

Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy, President
1040 Jayaguru Lane

Biswajit Sundar Ray, Secretary
16621 Ardrey Place Dr

1364 Bernard Ct

Brundaban Sahoo, Treasurer

Efland, NC 27243, USA
Home : 804-360-4109

Cell :804-385-9825

Email : gdwibedy@gmail.com

Lake Zurich, IL 60047, USA
Home : 847-573-0553

Cell :847-902-5595

Email : brundaban03@gmail.com

Charlotte, NC 28277, USA
Home : 704-341-5579

Cell :704-516-1804

Email : biswajitray2@gmail.com

(134)



s . .Cl. -

.,...mh_..;siiatii,:.
vt g rar i

g

-

X

) 1

L

L
e [l _',.-"‘

-
r.1
gl

&
=

L
Fo ]
Y -F"'H-

g
i-! -

L J

L

-

i,

=

-
u

N T YT
=
."’n,rn"\,f-i '\.,--l':.-‘i'\.,







e

am—— "‘ -

Chinishpur Kalibari,
Velanagar, Bangladesh

Purbabangla Saraswat Ashram
Tripura, India

Uttarbangla Saraswat Ashram
Baguda, Bangladesh
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Dakhinbangala Saraswat Ashram
Halisahar, WB, India

Madhyvabangla Saraswat Ashram
Purbasthali, WE, India
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Pachimbangla Saraswat Ashram
Kharkusuma, WB, India

www.javaguru.org




