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JAYAGURU

MESSAGE

| am very happy to know that like in the previous years, this year too a souvenir is
being published on the occasion of the Annual Bhakta Sammilani.

Sri Sri Thakur Maharaj is the greatest spiritual leader of the world. Whatever He
has said, directed or advised, is unique and universal in nature.

We are yet to project Him as the universal being and His teachings as Universal.
In this regard, America Saraswata Sangha, U.S.A has a definite and crucial role to
play as the nodal agency to support spread the teachings of Shri Shri Thakur to the
world.

| glad that America Saraswata Sangha, U.S.A, is aware of its responsibility and
has a well developed infrastructure for efficient functioning.

Itis Shri Shri Thakur Maharaj’s directive and advise to spread our gospel insuring
worldwide coverage. Thus, it is imperative that his teachings are embraced not just by
the Sangha but the world community as a whole.

In view of the above, | sincerely pray to Thakur Maharaj to shower His grace on all
the members of America Saraswata Sangha, U.S.A., for their overall development,
and well being.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Satsikshya Mandir, Shri Santosh Kumar Mohanty
Bhubaneswar President
Nilachala Saraswata Sangha, Puri
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FAMOUS FORECASTS OF SHRI SHRI THAKUR

Shri Shri Thakur Maharaja was a rare Sadguru among the enlightened Sadhus of the world. In the
words of Nrupal Jee, a great devotee of Shri Shri Thakur,"It is hard to believe that such a great guru visited
Purushottam Kshetra during the thirties and gathered around Him a number of young aspirants thirsting for
realizing the highest, knowledge, through the different paths laid down in the scriptures.One who demonstrated
these paths in person, one who is better known to the world as Paramahansa Shri 108 Swami Nigamananda
Saraswati Deb"(02-10-1987). Mastering all the divine paths of spiritualism-"Tantra’, 'Gyana', 'Yoga' and 'Prema’
- at a stretch by the grace of His esteemed gurus, he attained 'Nirbikalapa' siddhi and a state of 'Paramahansa’
within a short span of time.Even after leaving His mortal body, He had very strongly affirmed, "l am Guru. |
am there with you for times to come. | am eternal, 'Nitya' and 'Satya'.Have ardent faith in me and love me."

By virtue of attaining all the divine powers, He had the rarest ability to read the minds of all living
beings, both human and non-human. He had also had the rarest ability to recollect the life incidences of
previous births and had the power to forecast the future accurately and flawlessly.

Throughout His mortal life span, He had never desired to display His divine powers. However, some
of His rare powers got revealed despite his unwillingness. Some of His forecastings are described below :-

1. Firstin the listis the forecast regarding the independence of India.One day, in Neelachal Kutir, Banamali
bhai asked Shri Shri Thakur about the present miseries of India and their remedies. Shri Shri Thakur replied
calmly,"It is the result of our collective sin. Downfall of India occurred due to the will of God. Downfall is the
result of development. Initially, cultivable land produces bumper crop, but gradually its fertility is reduced.
After leaving the land fallow for 2-4 years, it regains fertility. The same applies to India. Rishis/yogis can
change India to a progressive one if they want. But their will is directly connected to that of God. Therefore,
they don't go against the will of God. They leave everything to Him. However, | know India will develop very
soon. Material achievements and industrialization can not give peace to western people. They will stand
before India begging for peace. The whole world will bow down before India. We don't have to beg for
independence, they will offer it on their own. India will be their spiritual master. Sevak Annada asked- "Thakur!
After how many days it will happen"? Shri Shri Thakur replied calmly, "Very Soon" ( Neelachalbani, page
163).

It should be noted that Shri Shri Thakur has mentioned elsewhere that independence will happen
after 12 Year. This famous forecasting was done in 1935.

2. Santosh Maa had narrated another historical forecast of Shri Shri Thakur (Aparna Mitra in
Smruti-Pathe Shri Shri Thakur Nigamanand, Page 33). In Purba-Banga (now Bangladesh), once Shri Shri
Thakur was travelling from one Ashram to another with the family members of Phani Bhai.They all boarded
into the steamer from Goyalanda. Shri Shri Thakur was standing on the deck along with a few devotees.
Phani Bhai was also there among them. Shri Shri Thakur was staring at the white waves of the river Padma.
Neither the sound of the engine nor the disturbing voices of the passengers perturbed His concentration.
After some time His vision extended to the sky. All of a sudden, He could foresee something and started
speaking, "this beautiful white water of Padma will be red due to bloodshed one day." History witnessed it in
1946 when division of Purba Banga resulted in an unfortunate bloodshed.

3. In another incident, Dr. Mitchel, Civil Surgeon of Bastar sought permission from Shri Shri
Thakur to have a discussion on the future of the world. Dr. Mitchel was writing a book, "Future of the world"
at that time. In order to make the book popular, he wanted to gather reliable information from Shri Shri
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Thakur. The long discussion took place on 27th October,1928 in Bastar palace. (In' Samartha Sadhak Lala
Saheb',1986:63).

Dr. Mitchel : What is the future of the world?

Shri Shri Thakur : World-friendship will be established in human society irrespective of caste, creed

and religion.

Dr. Mitchel: How long will it take?

Shri Shri Thakur: It can't be predicated right now. The Information on this issue is just being revealed.

It will take time.

Dr. Mitchel: Will it happen within our life time?
Shri Shri Thakur: No, it will take at least one hundred years.
Dr. Mitchel: Will it come through the attainment of 'Gyana' or 'war'?

Shri Shri Thakur: The change is coming through a war. Majority of the world communities will join it.

It will result in the establishment of peace and friendship.

Soon after this forecast, the discussion took a turn towards life after death (Parakala Tattwa) and

religion of India as well as the world.

4. On the 27th day of Aswina (Sunday),1923 in Puri, while discussing on the principles of 'Yoga',

Shri Shri Thakur started assessing the conditions of India. He was extremely shocked to see the miserable
conditions of the country and continued on it for a long time. In the evening, Shri Shri Thakur started talking
about the miseries of different Hindu sects (‘Sampradaya'). When Satya-Dharma will manifest, everything
will be all right. When the water of the Ocean enters into the river, all dirty particles come up and get
cleaned. Shri Shri Thakur forecasted four incidences that day. He said days are coming when-

Bharata (India) will be the 'Guru' (Master) of the world. "Bharat-Basi" (residents of India) have to prepare
themselves for this. Modern education is promoting Kshatriya power ("Rajasika"). But it will never be
possible in future.

Bharata (India) will be there to teach "Dharma"(Religion) to the world, which is its priceless possession.
When India will distribute this treasure to the whole world, the position and prestige of India will be
enhanced and attain new heights. India will accrue love and affection from all sides.

Shri Shri Thakur continued to forecast further that, "once again '‘Brahmanya-power' will rise in India.
When 'Sattwa' power will dominate, the 'Rajasika’ power will follow and serve under it. In the past, the
Brahmins (with Sattwa power) though living in 'Kachha' houses in the forests, they were the advisers
of the kings and control their kingdoms. Likewise India has to promote its Brahmin (or Sattwika)
Power and will occupy the position of 'Jagadguru'. This is the ultimate desire of the almighty. (Shruti-
Smurti,1995:69-70).

In 1920, in the month of 'Jyestha' Shri Shri Thakur told Kumarananda (Swami Atmanand) to establish
one Ashram at Mayanamati. This place was intimately connected to the previous life of Shri Shri Thakur.
While expressing his desire to Kumarananda, Shri Shri Thakur said," | have confidence that you can
fulfill my desire. "Here in this sacred hill the great Tantrika Brahmananda Giri had spent 5 years of
married life with none but 'Mahamaya'.The 'Kashigiri' tank of Mayanamati market was named after
their descendants.
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As per the order of Shri Shri Thakur, Kumarnanda started the construction work of Ashram at
Mayanamati hill. Shri Shri Thakur further ordered to organise Bhakta Sammilani there in 1924. Everything
was arranged very smoothly and on time. Shri Shri Thakur reached as per schedule and established 'Guru-
Brahma-Asana' there. The three-layered structure of the Ashram impressed Shri Shri Thakur. He praised
Kumarananda and expressed that 'Kamini' (Kumarnanda’s name in his previous life has fulfilled His long
cherished desire. After presiding over the Bhakta Sammilani at Mayanamati, Shri Shri Thakur started for
Shri-Hatta and in the presence of the devotees, expressed his happiness about the construction of
Mayanamati Ashram. But at the same time he had also forecasted that -"It is good that a beautiful Ashrama
was established on Mayanmati Hill, but one day it will be a battlefield." (Sangha Sevak, 43rd : 585). The
devotees present there did not take it very seriously . They could not feel the importance of the words of Shri
Guru Brahma.

Soon after the end of the mortal body of Shri Shri Thakur, Second World War was started. Military
officers frequently visited the Mayanamati Ashram and tortured the Mohanta. They also tortured the inmates
forcial them to leave the Ashram. Gradually military officers occupied all the rooms. Two years after the end
of Second World War, India was divided and Mayanmati came under Pakistan. On 15th of Margashira,
1944, an official notice was served to evacuate the Ashram and hand it over to the Military.

v. The second son of the king of Bhawal was Ramendra Narayana. It was heard that the he had died
in Darjeeling due to some disease. When the corpse carriers took the dead body to the funeral pyre, heavy
rain crashed and everybody went away leaving the corpse behind. When they returned after the rainstorm
subsided, they could not find the corpse. When the eldest prince heard about Shri Shri Thakur coming to
Jayadebpur, he was very excited and went to receive Him. He asked eagerly about the death of his brother
and wanted to know whether they had to adopt a son. Shri Shri Thakur replied boldly that they did not need
to adopt a son and tried to convince them that the 2nd prince is still alive and will return. After 10-12 years,
when the 2nd prince came back in the attire of a Sanyasi, everybody realized the truth of Shri Shri Thakur's
forecast.(Lila Prasang, 2nd part : 229-30).

The above mentioned forecasts are only a few among many. Shri Shri Thakur is an exceptionally
rare Sadguru who could foresee the future. With such rare abilities, He was not only known to His devotees,
but the common people were equally astonished. But it was His greatness that He never revealed His rare
powers any where, anytime, and lived like a common man.

Last but not the least, | would like to mention here two more incidences of Shri Shri Thakur's forecast.
To Phani bhai one day he asked how many children he had. After Phani bhai's reply, He immediately said
that he will be blessed with another child, a girlchild. 11 years after the birth of his last son Gurudas, the last
child was born and Phani bhai was completely stunned. In another instance someone told Shri Shri Thakur
about the affliction of Beri-Beri disease to a Gurubhai. Immediately Shri Shri Thakur remarked looking at
Phani bhai who was present there, ‘Pani, you will also suffer from this disease after some time.’ It happened
as predicted and Phanibhai suffered immensely because of Beri-Beri.

At the end, | am grateful to my father Prof. Jagannath Dash for helping me prepare this aricle.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shri Debashis Dash
America Saraswata Sangha
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NAMA BRAHMA

Harer nama harer nama harer namaiba kebalam, kalau nastyeba nastyeba nastyeba gatir
anyatha

Centuries ago Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu showed the whole world the divine light of
liberation by chanting nama. In this Kali yuga, chanting jiva in spiritual path can be liberated with
a very simple method of chanting nama. In the entire spiritual world we only find two Siddha
mantras which are widely used and available to every one across all caste creeds and religions.
One is Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna
Krishna Hare Hare, and second one is Jayaguru.

Chanting nama (or performing sankirtana ) or doing japa is a very simple method of Bhakti
marg (out of 9 methods known as nabadha bhakti ), which is also one of the pillars for our
saraswata sangha . First let us find out what do we mean by "chanting nama" or "nama japa".
Chanting can be termed as repetition of a particular name while thinking about the person whose
nama is being chanted. This repetition can not be called as mechanical because the siddhi can
only be obtained through mindful concentrated japa or chanting. Again, there should be specific
mantras to chant and not all those mantras that qualify for japa, e.g., "aham brahmasmi" etc.,
which are called mahavakya or identity sentences and are used for realization of self. But chanting
or japa can only be done using a siddha mantra, a mantra given by Guru or an Avatar.

We all know about the story of Haradhana who chanted Topal instead of Gopal and got
liberated. So chanting can lead us to the ultimate realization without a name and form through
faith and belief. In Indian history there are many a saints and sadhaks who are remembered
every morning for their spiritual attainment just by chanting nama, e.g Hanuman who is a great
devotee of Lord Ram, has accomplished the most impossible tasks of the lord just by chanting
Lord's Name.

Jayaguru maha nama is a Divine blessing from Sri Sri Thakura from his austere sadhana
of tantra, gyana, yoga, and prema. . Itis just like a condensed form of the sweet nectar as a result
of His sadhana. Maybe for the same reason, Sri Sri Thakur emphasised and instructed his
disciples and devotees in many places just to chant nama to get connected to the divine
conscience. While instructing about chanting jayaguru maha nama Sri Sri Thakura said "only by
jayaguru nama japa(chanting) everything is attained, except regular and fixed time of japa, you
should chant while eating, sleeping, walking and in all situations whether clean state or unclean
state, with every rhythm of breath"."Gurudev's blessings is primary and sadhana is secondary.
So there is no other way except having Gurudev's grace". Chanting nama will result in chitta
shuddhi which is removal of gunas (attributes) and strengthening faith and belief for a spiritual
journeyer. Any sadhaka doing japa in a particular way in a specified time frame can obtain Gurudev's
power to get liberated easily.

(54)




Once in Kokilamukh Sri Sri Thakur was sitting in front of Sri Gouranga room and a holy
saint arrived to get instructions from Sri Sri Thakur to help him with his spiritual journey. He said,
he had have renunciation of the society and family 12 yrs ago and roamed here and there with
pain and suffering to get initiated from Guru. But, all his efforts were wasted because he could
not find a Guru. In this last stage of life, he heard about SriSri Thakur and came to him to see
what options were available to him. Sri Sri thakur said you wanted to perform yoga sadhana,
however in this old age it's not possible as this body would not cooperate to perform yoga sadhana.
So chant nama (japa) and in kali yuga chanting nama is the best option (ultimate sadhana). "Japat
siddhi", only by doing japa you can attain siddhi.

In another instance, when SriSri Thakur was staying with the Hajong tribes in Garo hills,
two tribal person Madan and Sitaram wanted to examine the instruction and greatness chanting
nama by Sri Sri Thakur's and went to a dense forest to face a tiger. After a long wait a real huge
tiger did appear infornt of them and both of them started chanting Jayaguru nama and with their
surprise, the tiger just went away without harming them. Later when they came back and narrated
the event, SriSri Thakur smilingly said" without going to examine the greatness of nama if you
would have the complete faith, you could have actually pull the tail of the tiger.

In most of his letters to disciples and devotees Sri Sri Thakur wrote "Jayaguru” on the top
and then offered his advice. During his Ghadisar visit, disciples heard Sri Sri Thakura chanting
jayaguru nama.

Historically, Sri Sri Thakur introduced "Jayaguru" nama as a siddha mantra in the 8th bhakta
sammilani (1920 AD) at Kalni, Bhawal. He instructed his devotees to use the word "jayaguru” to
greet each other when they meet . Every religious sect make their identity known by using a
mantra or tilak or mala. However devotees and disciple of Sri Sri thakur in the Saraswata world
will be identified by the use of the Jayaguru Mahamantra..

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shri Nihar Ranjan Nayak
America Saraswata Sangha
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A SPIRITUAL EXPEDITION:
TRAVELING TO SARASWAT MATH AND GAROHILL YOGASHRAM

Growing up in a family deeply devoted to Shree Shree Thakur, | read about Saraswat Math and
Garonhill Yogashram from my early childhood. | nurtured a long aspiration to visit Saraswat Math, the place
where Shree Shree Thakur spent a significant part of his enlightened life, as well as Garohill Yogashram, a
profoundly sacred location where Shree Shree Thakur attained Nirupadhi Bhav. In the autumn of 2022, my
long-cherished dream came true as | had the opportunity to visitAssam and Meghalaya.

Our spiritual expedition commenced with a visit to the famous Kamakshya temple, majestically
perched atop the Nilachal Hills in Guwahati. Assisted by our family friends, we partook in a sacred
puja at the Kamakshya temple, marking the initiation of our journey. Continuing our ascent on the
Nilachal Hills, we arrived at another renowned temple-the Bhubaneswari temple, a site ofimmense
significance for spiritual seekers. It was on these very hills that Shree Shree Thakur attained the state
of Nirvikalpa Samadhi, seated beside the Kamakshya temple. En route to the Bhubaneswari temple,
we encountered the Nirvikalpa Pitha and offered our heartfelt respects to Shree Shree Thakur at this
holy stone. It was an exhilarating and deeply meaningful experience.

The following day, we boarded a flight to Jorhat and arranged for a taxi to transport us to
Saraswat Math. To our surprise, many of the cab drivers in Jorhat were unfamiliar with the location of
Saraswat Math in Kokilamukh. When we mentioned Saraswat Math at Kokilamukh, they mistakenly
assumed we were referring to Kokilamukh Ghat, a riverbank area along the Brahmaputra River, and
took us there. It became evident that the local residents there were not well acquainted with the name
"Saraswat Math"," but rather recognized it as Kokilamukh Shanti Ashram.

Contrary to my initial expectations, | discovered that Saraswat Math at Kokilamukh is an
incredibly secluded and remote location, nestled on the banks of the mighty Brahmaputra River. Upon
reaching Kokilamukh Ghat and sharing our quest for Shanti Ashram with the locals, they kindly provided
us with directions. It was only a short distance away, a few kilometers to be precise. As we ventured
closer to the Math, traversing narrow roads that wound through tribal villages, | had a profound spiritual
encounter. It felt as though we were entering a realm with a distinct energy field! Unexpectedly, my
mind became serene, and a heavenly sense of joy permeated my entire being. Though Math itself
was not yet visible, we could feel the peaceful energy from afar. Upon reaching our destination, we
discovered that Math exuded an unparalleled aura of tranquility and serenity. It truly embodied the
essence of "Shanti Ashram", a place of profound peace.

Throughout my life, | have been fortunate to explore numerous spiritual destinations across the
globe: from serene ashrams scattered across different regions of India to the ancient temples of
Japan, from the sacred sites of Peru to the holy lands of Jerusalem, | have witnessed the diverse
tapestry of spiritual experiences. However, it is at Saraswat Math that | encountered an unparalleled
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intensity of spiritual presence, unlike anywhere else. The atmosphere within its sacred grounds
resonated with a profound spiritual energy, enveloping me in a palpable sense of divinity and deep
connection. Saraswat Math left an indelible impression on my soul, reminding me of the unique and
awe-inspiring power that resides within these hallowed spaces.

Mahanta Maharaj of Assam Bangiya Saraswat Math Swami Dibyanand Saraswati had made
the necessary arrangements for our visit to the Math. We ate lunch at the Math and spent the entire
day there. It was one of the most joyous days of my life.

Mrunal Bhai, a resident Brahmachari, graciously took on the role of our guide at the Math.
Despite our barrage of numerous questions, he exhibited remarkable kindness and patience. With
great care, he led us through a comprehensive tour, unveiling various significant areas and aspects.
We had the privilege of witnessing the Gurubrahma Asana, Gouranga Niketana, the pond utilized by
Shree Shree Thakur, the trees he personally planted (some of which still thrive today), the room where
Jogamaya Devi resided, as well as several of Shree Shree Thakur's furniture and personal belongings.
We also had the opportunity to explore the Math's food garden, among other fascinating sights. During
our interactions, Mrunal Bhai shared insightful stories and information about Shree Shree Thakur, his
disciples, and Math itself. One particularly intriguing revelation was that, in accordance with Shree
Shree Thakur's vision, over ninety percent of the food consumed at the Math continues to be grown
within its own premises by the residents of Math! As we engaged in conversation, Mrunal Bhai kindly
offered us cucumbers harvested from the garden, fostering a warm and enlightening exchange about
Shree Shree Thakur and Math's legacy.

During our discussion about the Shivalingam established by Shree Shree Thakur at the
Gurubrahma Asana in the Math, Mrunal Bhai shared a fascinating account of how the mighty
Brahmaputra River encroached upon the Math's premises, submerging the Shivalingam. He recounted
the heroic efforts of the late Mahanta Maharaj of Saraswat Math, Swami Atmanand Saraswati, who
rescued the sacred Shivalingam and relocated it to the Jorhat Ashram. Intrigued by this tale, our
curiosity was piqued, and we felt compelled to make a special trip to the Jorhat Ashram to witness the
revered Shivalingam ourselves. As it was properly coordinated by the Math authorities, Nava Bhai, a
resident Brahmachari at Jorhat Ashram made sure we had a pleasant visit there.

We reached Jorhat Ashram late in the evening. By then evening puja had ended. However,
Nava Bhai graciously opened the doors of the Asana Mandir, guiding us through its sacred halls.
Within those hallowed walls, he shared profound insights about the revered Shivlingam, a symbol of
deep spiritual significance that resided within the ashram. This encounter left an indelible mark on our
hearts as we felt the profound spirituality that filled the atmosphere, leaving our souls deeply touched
by the experience.

Despite Mahanta Maharaj's gracious arrangements at Kokilamukh Math for us to stay there
for three days, we returned to Gauhati the next day. However, our family friends ensured a delightful
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experience, treating us to authentic Assamese cuisine and showing us the breathtaking landscapes,
rolling hills, tea gardens, and vibrant culture of Assam. The land's spiritual energy made it evident why
Shree Shree Thakur chose Assam for his divine work.

Trip to Garohill :

With the understanding of the challenging journey to the remote Garohill Yogashram, our family
friends diligently arranged our visit for the following day. We embarked on our journey early in the
morning by taking a cab with an efficient driver well acquainted with the route. By noon, we reached
Turain Meghalaya. There, we were warmly welcomed by Naresh Burman Bhai and Bharati Burman
Maa, a loving family deeply devoted to Shree Shree Thakur. Despite our first ever meeting with them,
we immediately felt a deep connection as if we had known each other for ages. Their genuine care
and hospitality ensured our pleasant trip to Garohill Yogashram in Kodaldhowa village, making all the
necessary arrangements and guiding us through the journey.

Arriving at Garohill Yogashram in the afternoon, we were captivated by the enchanting and
remote nature of the place. The serene atmosphere exuded a profound sense of peace and tranquility.
Our warm reception was led by Sushama Hajong Maa and her nephew Siddhanth Hajong Bhai, who
served as the priest of the Yogashram.

Garohill Yogashram holds a special significance as it served as a sanctuary for Shree Shree
Thakur during a crucial period of his spiritual journey. After his Bhav Sadhana, Thakur struggled to find
a suitable society that could support his spiritual growth and understand his state of mind. It was the
tribal Hajong people of Garohill who selflessly provided him with shelter and took care of his needs,
allowing him to nurture his spiritual realization in a supportive and understanding environment.

During his stay among the Hajong people at Garohill Yogashram, Shree Shree Thakur not only
immersed himself in his own spiritual practices but also dedicated himself to teaching the local Hajong
children. In a small hut that the tribes built for him, he would impart knowledge and wisdom to the
young minds during the day, while continuing his spiritual practices in the evenings. Today, Garohill
Yogashram stands as a testament to this very significant period of Thakur's life, later rescued and
developed by his prominent disciple, Swami Yoganand Maharaj. We were fortunate enough to witness
the school where Shree Shree Thakur taught the Hajong children, a remarkable establishment that
has been in existence since 1904.

During our visit to Garohill Yogashram, Sushama Hajong Maa and Siddhanath Hajong Bhai
graciously guided us to various significant locations within the ashram. We had the opportunity to
witness the well, the bell tree where Shree Shree Thakur had his small hut, and the sacred Panchamundi
Asana that he established. The ashram was adorned with sacred trees, and we were able to see the
stone on which Shree Shree Thakur used to sit during his spiritual practices. It was also here that |
encountered the picture of Swami Sachidanand Saraswati, the Gyani Guru of Shree Shree Thakur,
for the first time.
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The most unforgettable aspect of our visit to Garohill Yogashram was the immense hospitality
extended to us by the humble tribal people residing there. | had the privilege of meeting the grandson
of Madan Hajong and the great granddaughter-in-laws of Sitaram Sarkar, the two individuals who
had played a crucial role in assisting Shree Shree Thakur during his time spent among them. Shree
Shree Thakur expressed his deepest gratitude to these remarkable individuals, as evident in the
preface of his renowned book, "Yogiguru." The simplicity and humanity of these Hajong people
deeply impressed Shree Shree Thakur, leading him to pray for every fellow countryman to possess
their innate simplicity and humanity, even if it meant being illiterate and uncivilized like these tribal
people.

The kindness and hospitality we received from the villagers were truly heartwarming. As disciples
of Shree Shree Thakur, every family in the village warmly invited us into their humble homes, proudly
showing us their prayer rooms and offering us refreshments. Even the smallest gestures, such as
offering betel leaf and betel nuts, were made with utmost sincerity and love. Their generosity and
thoughtfulness left a lasting impression on us, reflecting the profound impact of Shree Shree Thakur's
teachings on the community.

The time Shree Shree Thakur spent at Garohill Yogashram holds immense significance in his
divine journey. It was during his stay here that he experienced a profound transformation and was fully
convinced to embrace the role of a Guru in society. After years of dedicated spiritual practices
encompassing Tantra, Gyana, Yoga, and Prem, and finally attaining enlightenment, he had
contemplated living a secluded life immersed in divine joy for the rest of his life. However, it was at
Garohill Yogashram that he had the ultimate realization that his purpose was to eradicate spiritual
ignorance and guide people on the path of enlightenment. This sacred place is where our beloved
"Thakura" emerged, forever etching his spiritual legacy in the hearts of his disciples.

The offer to stay the night at the newly constructed Ashram at Garohill Yogashram was a kind
gesture from Sushama Hajong Maa. However, due to our early morning flight back to Bhubaneswar
the next day, we made the decision to return to Gauhati that evening. The spiritual trek to Garohill
Yogashram was a truly blessed experience, filled with the divine grace of Shree Shree Thakur. The
profound impact it had on my heart is something I will cherish for the rest of my life.
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Kokilamukh Math - Shanti Ashram: A tranquil sanctuary for spiritual seekers. The serene atmosphere of
Shanti Ashram is truly transformative, offering solace and serenity to those in search of spiritual awakening.

The serene backside of the Math, with the mighty Brahmaputra River flowing just beyond the Math compound.

The sacred Asana of Shree Shree Thakur at the Math, a place of deep spiritual significance.Gouranga
Niketana, the sacred space where Shree Shree Thakur performed many divine plays.
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Aliving legacy of Shree Shree Thakur’s touch - this coconut tree, planted by his own hands, continues to
stand alive and bear witness to his divine presence.The Sacred Bathing Pond: This serene pond was
where Shree Shree Thakur would take his daily baths.

The Current Gurubrahma Asana: A sacred place of reverence and devotion. The original asana was
submerged in the Brahmaputra River, but it was rescued and preserved by Atmananda Saraswati, who
placed the revered Shivlingam at the Jorhat Ashram.

The Sacred Shivlingam: Shree Shree Thakur personally installed this divine Shivlingam at the Math. When
the Brahmaputra River altered its course, the Shivlingam was at risk of being lost. It was rescued by Swami
Atmananda and preserved at Jorhat Ashram.

-

Nirvikalpa Pitha: A sacred site above Kamakshya temple, near Bhubaneswari temple. It is here that Shree
Shree Thakur attained Nirvikalpa Samadhi.
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The Panchamundi Asana: Established by Shree Shree Thakur at Garohill Yogashram, this sacred asana
holds great spiritual significance.

The Sacred Stone Asana: This stone asana is believed to have been used by Shree Shree Thakur during
his time at Kodaldhoya Yogashram, serving as a place of meditation and spiritual practice.

Photo of Shree Shree Thakur's three gurus. | never saw before Swami Satchidananda's photo (middle photo). Saw first time
saw at Garohill Yogashram!

With Madan's grandson and his wife (Mrutunjay Hajong and Sumitra Hajong)

Mrutunjay Hajong's Puja Room: This photo showcases the puja room of Mrutunjay Hajong, the grandson of Madan
Hajong, a significant figure who provided immense support and assistance to Shree Shree Thakur during his time at
Garohill Yogashram.

Sitaram's great granddaughter-in-laws: Beauty Hajong (right most) and Rubita Hajong (3rd from right).
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The revered Bel tree, where the Hajong people built a humble hut for Shree Shree Thakur.

Sacred Trees Blessed by Shree Shree Thakur: The majestic trees at Garohill Yogashram, including bela, bata, aswastha,
baula, ashoka, limba, and more, stand as living witnesses to Shree Shree Thakur's divine presence. Each tree has
received the divine touch, radiating a spiritual aura that adds to the sanctity of the ashram.

The Sacred School: Established in 1904, this school holds a special place in the history of Shree Shree Thakur's
spiritual journey. It was here he used to teach the Hajong kids.

Shree Shree Thakur's murti as worshiped at Garohill Yogashram
Present-day view of Garohill Yogashram stands as a testament to the profound legacy of Shree Shree Thakur.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanasrita
Shri Baradakant Nayak
America Saraswata Sangha




THE POWER OF PUJAAND PRAYER

Guru Brahma Guru Vishnu Guru devo Maheshvarah
Guru sakshat param Brahma tasmai shri guravenamah!!

ShriShriThakur plays a profound role in our spiritual journey, not only by granting us divine
qualities and bestowing transformative experiences but also by facilitating the removal of all barriers
that obstruct our connection with the divine within. Thakur is the only one who can alleviate our doubts,
fears, jealousy, and ignorance, replacing these limitations with divine virtues and profound wisdom.

Although we do not realise in our everyday life due to our ignorance, but Shri Shri Thakur is
always there to protect us, nurturing our spiritual growth and guiding us toward self-realization. With
unwavering compassion and profound insight, Shri Shri Thakur gently illuminates the shadows within
our consciousness, helping us recognize and release the aspects that hinder our spiritual progress.

Our connection with Shri Shri Thakur depends greatly on our daily spiritual practices and the
time we dedicate to it. Engaging in daily puja and prayers plays a significant role in strengthening this
bond. | would like to share a personal experience that highlights the importance of these practices.

During my visit to India (in Delhi) last year (Mid December-January), | had the opportunity to
attend the Shri Shri Thakur coming ceremony for Sammilani in Cuttack, although | couldn't stay until
Sammilani. After a few days, | returned to Delhi for a short stay at home before heading back to San
Diego. Unfortunately, | fell severely ill with fever due to the travel. My return flight was only a week away.
Me and my family got worried that it might be COVID. But fortunately, it was not. However, on January
15th, there was Makar Sankranti, and in our household, we traditionally offer madhyaanbhog on
occasions of Sankranti, Amavasya, and Purnima.

Since my mother was away in Cuttack for masika seva, | was responsible for preparing the
bhog on Makar Sankranti. Despite being extremely sick throughout the week, having a high fever with
difficulty in breathing, | prayed with tears in my eyes to Shri Shri Thakur, asking for the strength to carry
out the seva. | did not want to miss this opportunity to do the seva. However, | felt helpless, knowing
that it seemed impossible to prepare the bhog while | was unwell. A day before Makar Sankranti, my
mother called and suggested that | ask for forgiveness from Shri Shri Thakur, acknowledging my
inability to perform the seva. However, | felt compelled to pray before Shri Shri Thakur, holding onto
my unwavering faith that | would be able to fulfill the seva.After the morning puja, | took my prescribed
medications and rested for an hour or two. Around 11 am, | woke up and feeling little better, went
before Shri Shri Thakur with eyes filled with tears, and said, "Thakur, | know | am sick, but with your
presence and my unwavering faith, | believe | can carry out the seva." With that thought and belief, |
freshened up and entered the kitchen to commence the preparations. As | write this, | still get
goosebumps, but as soon as | stepped into the kitchen, my fever was gone. | spent two hours in the
kitchen and vividly remember not having a hard time breathing or feeling feverish. | completed the
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seva for bhog preparation without any hindrance and offered the midday bhog to Shri Shri Thakur as
planned.

Experiences like this remind us of the power of prayers and unwavering faith in our lives.
Although such occurrences may seem inexplicable from a logical perspective, they demonstrate that
where there is will, there is a way, and Shri Shri Thakur guides us along that way.

Since my relocation to San Diego, | haven't been able to perform nityapuja every day as |
haven't set up Shri Shri Thakur's asana. However, | make sure to engage in daily prarthana, which, |
believe is crucial for maintaining that spiritual connection with Shri Shri Thakur. | am also very grateful
for the opportunity to attend the AMSAS sangha puja every Sunday, which keeps me connected to the
Shri Shri Thakur and sangha.

Here, | am listing few benefits from everday puja and prayers as per my understanding.

Inner Stillness: The repetitive nature of puja rituals, combined with focused attention and
devotion, induces a state of inner stillness. This stillness allows the mind to quiet down, creating
space for clarity, calmness, and a sense of harmony.

Sense of Presence: During puja and prayers, wedevelop a deep sense of presence and
connection with Shri Shri Thakur with heightened awareness of his presence surrounding us.

Emotional Upliftment and insights: Puja and prayers evoke strong emotions, such as love,
devotion, gratitude, and surrender in us. Through everyday prayers, we receive guidance and wisdom
inour lives.

Deepened Faith and Devotion: Regular engagement in daily puja and prayersincreases our
faith and deepen our sense of devotion.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Sudhasini Panda
San Diego, California
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2009 6 UALAFEEQ AR AR VRAER F1FI0Iga FRIRRE FoU AR A 46 AT
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YI0IRR ALIRIeE oY 69Ig9 FRRER WPER 6291 AETIEQ PRI 69@ 4l
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1. Policy on contacting Parichalak and NSS officials for AMSAS members

2. Parichaya Patra holders need not have to take pali in Sangha Puja

3. Yogi Guru book will replace Sansar Pathe after Part | book reading completed

4. Sangha Puja Programs will be written in English

5. Long term vision committee: Bijoy bhai, Brundaban bhai, Rama bhai & Usha maa

6. Restarted the discussion with NSS on opening FCRA Account

7. Annual class puja pranami reduced to $30 per year

8. Narayan Seva for Charitable organizations in the USA only
9. BOel QG RecQ VG NG QY RG!
10. QFRRT 64 AV B8 QY U6 6L

A°e] dYQ QNS 64991 G Aelle 649
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$1,000 2P ARIYS! doe® @AKURE |
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9099Qd, @ o YdM 9099Qd, @ N AR 909 9Qd B8 Gl 99 RERAX
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Finance and Accounting

v 66 @d@ Income : $117,718, Expense: $60,235, Year End Outstanding Balance:
$267,895| 9@ Q@90 JAAEQRIRIOR AQAYE AW $2,355 6@AUR 2K |

v dm 909 96@ Bank of Americag 2lI¢l Q. dasl 2 di® Business Credit Card
accounts 69IQYIRE |

v Jde g de Qs 19101 F1LIQUY E;L<?‘1IQQ 2, Y 8 QPR N Sl
SIYIRE |
Technology Improvement

» AMSAS enrolled in “Google Workspace for Nonprofits” which gives us unlimited
email addresses on the domain, higher storage space etc.

» AMSAS mail server has been migrated from GoDaddy to Google.

=9)

oIfl g6 FIRQ6Q F@q ARIAR QLY
Installed a new Cooktop
Installed a new Microwave
Installed a new Printer
Installed new audio speakers in Nata Mandir

Fixed water overflow issue on the 2nd floor

D N N N N N N

Various repairing works at NSM
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9. R QAR G 9F QR RAQ AAUNE 699 @A, New York, New Jerseye@
QADS 69 KA YQ° 2CARRIQ AN FIRAIPTER LAUAS 6991 RQAV AR 6N
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1. Shri Anup Kalia Bhai & Sweta Rout Maa

2. Shri Ashwini Kumar Nayak Bhai & Sanghamitra Nayak Maa
3. Shri Barada Kanta Nayak Bhai

4. Shri Bijoy Kumar Sahoo Bhai

5. Shri Binaya Kumar Sahoo Bhai & Sibani Sahoo Maa

6. Shri Biswajit Sundar Ray Bhai, Smita Ray Maa, Saumyashree & Bedaprakash
7. Shri Biswajit Pati Bhai

8. Shri Biswaranjan Das Bhai

9. Shri Brajendra Panda Bhai & Rashmi Panda Maa

10. Shri Brundaban Sahoo Bhai & Padma Sahoo Maa

11. Shri Debashis Dash Bhai

12. Shri Debi Prasad Das Bhai & Sonalisa Mohanty Maa

13. Shrimati Dipti Mohapatra Maa

14. Shri Gyan Ranjan Dwibedy Bhai & Sibani dwibedy Maa

15. Shri Ishwara Chandra Biswal Bhai

16. Shrimati Lipsita Pattnaik Maa

17. Shri Nihar Ranjan Nayak Bhai

18. Shri Prabhakar Bai Bhai & Smitarani Bai Maa

19. Shri Pruthwiraj Sahoo Bhai, Ipseeta Sahoo Maa, Rishabh & Nikhil
20. Shri Rabi Narayan Tripathy Bhai

21. Shri Sanujit Senapati Bhai

22. Shri Sarthak Das Bhai

23. Shrimati Sibani Mohanty Maa

24. Shrimati Sonali Pattanaik Maa

25. Shri Soumya Parida Bhai & Amrita Rout Maa

26. Shri Subhashis Dash Bhai

27. Shri Subrat Kumar Nayak Bhai & Sushri Subuddhi Ray Maa
28. Shri Sukanta Biti Bhai & Supriya Maharana Maa

29. Shri Suprit Pattanaik Bhai & Sasmita Pattanaik Maa

30. Shrimati Sukanya Panda Maa

31. Shri Thakura Prasad Nanda Bhai

32. Shri Trinath Patri Bhai

33. Usha Agrawal Maa

34. Shrimati Vedamati Upadhaya Maa
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| first got to know Pramod Bhai in the year 1996 at Berhampur Sangha. My first impression
about him was that he was a friendly and approachable person. However, the depth of his intellect and
his ability to explain complex spiritual ideas into easily understandable concepts was unknown to me.
In the year 2002 when | was traveling to India, | got the chance to attend his discourses in the Class
Puja at Satsikshya Mandir. | was totally blown away by the depth of his knowledge, ability to explain,
and more over his kindness and a compassionate heart! | made an instant connection with him that
continued ever since.

Later on he visited USAregularly to attend America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Sammilani
and lead Class Puja sessions that allowed me to get to know him better. During his stay in the USA,
he used to come and stay at our house. Slowly we felt like he was one of our family members. He used
to treat us like his own kids, especially my wife, Sonia Maa, who he literally reffered as his daughter.

Passing of Pramod Bhai is an irreparable loss for our Sangha and all of us here at America
Saraswata Sangha. Rarely you come across someone who is not only highly intelligent but at the
same time a very kind hearted person. Our Pramod Bhai was one of those rare people. May his soul
restin peace at Thakur’s lotus feet! Jayaguru!

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashrita
Shri Baradakanta Nayak
America Saraswata Sangha
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IN MEMORY OF PRAMODA BHAI

Dr. PramodaMohanty, fondly referred by everyone as our Pramoda Bhai, was and remains a
constant in my life. Everyone loved Pramoda Bhai. All Bhais and Maas and our children - Young
Aspirants - have their own fond memory of Pramoda Bhai and their time spent with him. Each will say
that their time with him was unique, and special. Same with me. | got to know him as a child when |
accompanied my mother to ashram at Jobra, in Cuttack. He was young, perhapsa college student,
who went on to join the Indian army as a medical doctor. He would guide us to do small tasks offered
asseba or service. | used to marvel his thick moustache and was in perpetual fear of his friend
Ramakanta Bhai, an NCC officer, and a strict disciplinarian.

Fast forward to my life in these United States. He started visiting us as representative of our
main sangha in Odisha. He conducted our "class puja" and led the discourse during our annual
Sammelani. We learned from him about our dear Thakura and about His teachings, his prescribed
way of life. Pramoda Bhai rarely ever used complicated language or jargon. His discourse, and
explanations of very complicated life lessons, was easily understood by us. Though a very knowl-
edgeable individual he maintained a child-like simplicity. He was kind and generous. He smiled
easily. He did not judge nor ascribe motives. He lived his life guided by the teachings of our Thakura
and expected each of us to do the same.

He was a practical person who understood the different ways of life and living in these United
States. He did not expect, nor did he prescribe, that we blindly adhere to rituals or merely replicate
conduct of Bhais and Maas in Odisha. He once called me aside and directed me to get several pairs
of socks and distribute them to Maas who were walking barefeet on cold floors. They were afraid it
will seem improper otherwiseor violate some code of conduct. He distributed the socks himself. On
a humorous note, he loved an occasional bottle of CocaCola,that he hid in a closet. This was his own
way of reminding us, and perhaps himself, that he was one of us, just a simple person. For me, he
demonstrated all the qualities of a good human being.

Pramoda Bhai's contribution to America Saraswata Sangha is immense. It seemed as though
Thakura chose him to help our Sangha grow. | will not forget that it was during a trip with him, during
one of many car rides to look for a place to build an ashram, we chanced upon the land mass where
we later built NigamaSmruti Mandira. A visit home to Odisha will not be the same without a trip to
Bhubaneswar to meet Pramoda Bhai at Sat Sikhya Mandir or at his home. | will very fondly remember
him for the courage he gave me to love Thakura in an uncomplicated way, unapologetically, along with
all my infirmities and inadequacies. | pray to Thakura to embrace dear Pramoda Bhai and grant
Sadgati, the righteous path ordained for his soul.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanshrita
Shri Bijoy K. Sahoo
America Saraswata Sangha
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MY SHORT AND SWEET INTERACTION WITH PRAMOD BHAI

| met Pramod Bhai for the first time at the Sat Siksha Mandir, Bhubaneshwar.

Bijoy and | went to see him in the tiny room where he was living. | saw a frail man on the cot.
Soon as we entered, he sat up and blessed me when | touched his feet. He had the warmest
smile. He apologized, saying that he was not in a position to offer us anything. | helped myself to
a cup of water from the earthen pot sitting on a wooden table along with some utensils.

He then slowly walked with us to the dining hall. Bijoy left the two of us to pick up some
books from the library. Pramod Bhai and | started talking. The moment he knew | was from Mumbai,
he began telling me about the time he was in Mumbai.

On March 12, 1993 we both were in our respective offices when a series of terrorist
bombings rocked the city at various places. | was in Prabhadevi while Pramod Bhai was in Worli.
We both heard the blasts from where we were. | told him how | couldn’t go home and had to spend
the night in the office. He said he would have come to fetch me if only he knew me then. He then
narrated an incident when his office building in Mumbai caught fire and how he escaped death. It
seems he had stepped out to have a cup of tea with his friend. When he returned, he saw the
whole 3 storied building in flames. He said he went down on his knees and thanked Thakura for
saving him. He believed that it was divine intervention due to which he was alive. And then he
thanked his friend who forced him to leave the office during work hours to have tea with him.

While we were chatting, | could smell all the food that were being made. | asked Pramod
Bhai if he had eaten. He said he ate very little and usually skips lunch. However, he confessed
that he was very fond of sweets. | promised to get him sweets when | visited him again.

Even though | was meeting him for the first time that day, it didn’t feel like that at all. We
spent close to an hour chatting away like two old friends catching up after a big gap.

The second time, and also the last time, | met Pramod Bhai was during the Sammilani in
2019 at Nigama Smruti Mandira, in Efland, North Carolina.

His passing came as a big shock to me.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanshritaa
Smt. Sumathi Sahoo
America Saraswata Sangha
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WITH SRI SRI THAKUR

| am glad that now we have an opportunity to write an article because it is a good time to
think about good deeds and of the times that we had with Sri Sri Thakur. We also had sammilani
during our summer break last year in 2022. | liked it because there were many seva | could apply
for that we were fun. | also met many friends | didn't meet in so long.

We played many games too. | sang, danced, and did alata chamara for Thakur during
sammilani. Some of my friends were doing the same seva too. A few days later we had Thanks-
giving dinner and all kids had so much fun! We exchanged gifts with other kids who were present
that day. We had lots of fun activities to do. We played board games and also made new hand
games too! We also had a Gruhasan puja and invited many friends, bhais,maas, and Y.A.s to our
house. The maas cooked many delicious food for Thakura. My grandparents also attended the
puja with us too.Then we went to the Ashram again in the month of December with them. We
drove there so it took 18 hours. It was nice to visit the Ashram again in 2022.1 am also excited
about meeting my friends again during sammilani this year.

My learnings from Y.A. sessions are very interesting which makes me more eager to know
more about Sri Sri Thakur. A lot of things that | learn about from the Y.A. sessions help me so
much in my day to day life. Now I'm learning more about the Bhagavad Gita, Thakura's life on
earth & his teachings, the cultural events of India and how to meditate.

My goal this year is to do more seba and improve my skills. Since | am going to a to higher
grade each year, | study harder to do better on my class. I try to do seva during evening puja. | help
people in need or the ones in poor condition on the streets. Once | saw a poor person in need
and | gave him the mango juice i had. It is a good to be kind because Thakur is in human being,
so treat others the way you want to be treated.

Lastly | pray to Thakura to show me the right path He wants me to follow.

Shri Shri Thakuranka Charanashritaa
Sreeja Pattanayak
America Saraswata Sanga(YA)
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CHANTING JAYGURU

This is probably a good time to tell you about my experience with Thakura. | chant Jayaguru
whenever | feel scared, nervous, or angry. Last year in July we drove to sammilani. | enjoyed
playing with my friends at the sammilani and getting to know them better. The most favorite part of
sammilani that | liked was doing Alata Chamora and dancing for Ananda seva. Also, one of the
big events that happened that year was that it was our Gruhasan puja. At our Gruhasan puja some
of the people that came to samilanni also came including Babli apa, Jeet bhai, Timmy &amp;
Jimmy, Divyam bhai &amp; Aadhyasa apa. The maas that came cooked so many delicious food
and sweets. My grandparents were also there during our Gruhasan Puja. We played games in-
cluding ludu, snakes &amp; ladders, Ram Sita, and Tic Tac Toe. Also, in December our family
went to Ashram again and had a good time.

My New Year’s resolution for 2023 is to make new friends and donate things to the
orphanage. In the Y.A session | learn how to control the body and minds. | also learned about self-
introspection and many stories with a valuable moral. My favorite story was Bhagvat Gita Chapter
3 because it teaches a more valuable lesson than other stories that | have read this year. I'm also
reading Sadguru Swami Nigamananda for young readers every day. The story | liked the most is
where Thakura dared to tell his parents about what his teacher was making him do (stealing food
from their house to give to him).

| am sure Thakura will teach me so many new things in the days to come.
Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa

Shimran Pattanayak
America Saraswata Sanga (YA)
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| feel very blessed to have the opportunity to share my thoughts and feelings about this
year. | just completed my first year of college. It was really different living on my own and not living
with my parents. | was homesick for the first couple weeks as | missed waking up at home and
starting my day with family. | saw my parents every other week which was great. At the university,
there was so much more diversity of people than in high school. This led to me becoming friends
with people | never expected to be close with. | made so many fun memories with friends like
going downtown and watching baseball. | explored so many different things | never got exposed
to, and found new things | enjoyed like painting with friends and long walks. Going to college
helped me become more independent and learn the importance of discipline. College classes
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were more difficult than high school classes so it motivated me to improve my study techniques
and time management. I'm thankful for how pretty my campus is with beautiful greenery and so
many different attractions nearby like theaters and gardens. I'm glad | go to a tight knit college
with like minded people that uplift each other. | met people who are just like me trying to find their
own path and together we helped each other through rough times and kept preservering. I'm
grateful for my parents' support through everything as well. My sister is also so bright and always
there when | feel low. She's truly been one of the greatest best friends I've had. Medicine is truly a
field of resilience with so many challenges but | still want to keep going with this path regardless.
I'm grateful Thakura is protecting me and guiding me towards the right path of becoming a doc-
tor. With Thakura's grace and the support of my parents, | got a job as a research assistant where
| analyze the functions of metal binding proteins. It is the best job I've had with such an amazing
boss and everyday | keep learning more about lab procedures which | will use for the rest of my
life. Overall, | love my college and | can't wait to go back next semester. It is great being home for
the summer. | get to rest, spend quality time with family and eat home cooked meals with relish.
I'm blessed to be part of Young Aspirants. | get to learn so much every Sunday such as the impor-
tance of showing love to everyone and how we should be devoted to Thakura without attach-
ments.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Shilpi Mohanty
America Saraswata Sanga (YA)
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MY THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS ABOUT 2020-2023

| want to begin by sharing my reflections of these past few months. Since the beginning of this
school year, things have changed significantly not only for me but for everyone worldwide. People who
have lived these past years really do have a story to tell the future generations. Covid thankfully isn't
known to be a pandemic much anymore and regulations have been less strict as time goes on. There
really aren't any particular ways in which a person could just process and comprehend the past years.
| still remember the time, in the beginning of the pandemic where | had such ambiguous and ambiva-
lent feelings circling around my mind. There were times | was scared, times where | felt hopeless,
times where | felt genuinely sad for all the lives that have been lost due to this terrible disease. While
the disease could be cured, but it really does make a serious impact on your mind and body. | still
remember the times when we were strictly prohibited to enter the public places without a mask includ-
ing the beginning of the school.
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The pandemic however affected many aspects of our everyday life including our economy.
Inflation was truly its own pandemic as the prices for goods and services rose more than it could've
ever been. Our economy slowly declined in standard. As prices of goods went up the income earned
from jobs remained the same. Many could not even make an income as they did not have their jobs.

Our world faces some serious issues which really make me think hard about what we can do.
In school currently, we have been discussing environmental issues and have been learning about
certain activists who take a stand in this regard. One is depletion of the o-zone, the other one about
greenhouse gas emissions, yet another about ocean pollution.

There is a lot that may be bad, but | really do try to look at the bright side of life regarding these
issues that we have faced. Sri Sri Thakur is the one | really should be thankful to for for keeping us safe
during the pandamic. Thakura has helped me when | have been facing tough situations. Thakur has
always guided me towards the right path in life and for that | am so grateful .

My family have also been a strong support always. My mom and dad are very special to me as
they are the people that have helped me when | face struggles. They have taught me the mostimpor-
tant life lessons that a school teacher can't quite teach us. | show my greatest gratitude for my parents
and the way they have guided me and taught me special lessons that | will use for the rest of my life. |
also have an older sister whose name is Shilpi. She has recently finished her first year from the to the
University of Michigan State. She has always been a great sister to me starting from her odd jokes to
her making me smile. She is truly an inspiring person to look up too with her dedication to becoming
a doctor. She has put so much effort into becoming successful in the medical field and | am excited to
see her becoming a doctor soon. Though | look forward to summer vacation, | am really going to miss
school. Next year | will be going to middle school new place, new friends, new experiences. Finally, |
would like to show my gratitude towards our puja calls that we attend every Sunday. Though we may
be far apart, we really get to come together on these calls to discuss important life lessons and about
Thakura. For me personally, it is really great to hear everyone's insights on the stories we read as
differ from one another. Being able to share thoughts and hear others really makes me grow as a
person. Lastly, Thakura has been such a big part of my life and being able to learn more about Him
and all about His life is truly so special to me.

Shri Shri Thakur Charanashritaa
Suhani Mohanty

America Saraswata Sangha (YA)
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LAMP OF KNOWLEDGE

In His youth, eyes alight

A flickering lamp unfolds the night

Within its glow, the goddess's outline rises

Yet fear grasps His heart and He widens His eyes

Maa Durga, radiant, with a fierce glow

Her legendary prowess needs no show
How could His innocent heart comprehend
That she was just here to be like His friend

Perplexed, He trembles, struck in awe

The child's mind wrestles with the divine face He saw.
How could this lamp bear such heavenly grace
Inquisitive wonder fills His youthful space

Seeking solace, He finds refuge in His mother's embrace
Her tender words calm His frightened place

"Dear child," she whispers, her voice so kind

"This vision, a blessing, a truth you shall find"

"Maa Durga, the mother of all creation

She will help you to find salvation

Her strength encompasses the universe wide
Guiding us all with her heavenly stride"

"Be not afraid, my child, for you are blessed

The celestial mother will put you to rest

Embrace her essence, her love, and her compassion
Find within yourself an awakening satisfaction”

Young Nalini's eyes widen, understanding takes hold
The lamp's flickering flame paves a new story to unfold
No longer does fear cast its somber shade

But awe and faith now in His spirit pervade

And thus, the lamp's radiance, a lesson bestowed
Through both fear and wonder, Thakura's heart glowed
The vastness of Maa Durga, a truth for which to pray
Forever treasured in His spiritual way
Shri Shri Thakur Charanshritaa
Shreyasee Nanda
America Saraswata Sangha (YA)




Jayaguru
America Saraswata Sangha
2022 Income Expense Summary

Income Expense
Annual Pranami $76,272.00  Aasana Mandira Total Expense $43,708.79
Sammilani Total Pranami $13,042.13  Sammilani Expense (including Magazine)  $14,483.87
Class Puja Total Pranami $3,078.00  Parichaya Patra Pranami to NSS $13,363.04
Parichaya Patra Application Pranami $13,363.04  Misc Pranami to NSS $1,242.50
Misc Pranami $7,367.51  Misc Expenses $2,320.82
Total $113,122.68  Total $75,119.02
Income-Expense Summary Sammilani Expense
2022 Total Income $1,13,122.68 Accommodation (Hotel) $4,863.10
2022 Total Expense (as shown above) $75,119.02  Food1 $4,171.60
Balance (Surplus) $38,003.66 Decoration $542.74
NSM Cleaning $1,571.26
Miscellaneous $3,335.17
"Food expense during sammilani and class puja
Total $14,483.87

America Saraswata Sangha (AMSAS) Office bearers' Contact Information

2531 N. Norwich Lane
Fayetteville, AR 72703

Home : (479)443-8024
Cell : (479)409 7288
Email : bpanda@uark.com

Brajendra Nath Panda, President

Biswajit Sundar Ray, Secretary
16621 Ardrey Place Dr

Charlotte, NC 28277, USA

Home : 704-341-5579

Cell :704-516-1804 Cell
Email : biswajitray2@gmail.com

1364 Bernard Ct

Brundaban Sahoo, Treasurer

Lake Zurich, IL 60047, USA
Home : 847-573-0553

: 847-902-5595

Email : brundaban03@gmail.com
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